OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES. . 1%

vs M anate debtor. no longer punished becanse he has been overtaken by misfortume, his fortunes destroyed
circumstances over which he hiad no control, his prospects blighted by the dispensations of anal}

it : .
u" yw Providence, and the very punishment’ which the law. prescribes incapacuating him' from a tolfd.
m. [ikjicnt ot those contracts, which the law thereby seeks to perform. . All which is respectiully submitted. .
ol. - ' - wyorder, - - o & BINES, Clk,

ive[ Which was read. - S o o o . |
ni[ll On wotion by Mr. Nicholson, the following order was read: Ordered, That after the 13th inst. no

ave will be granuwed ior the introduction in'o thiv house of -biils of » general character,

Mr. Williams moved to strike out the word - ¢a general” to invert ssanyg’ - :

M. Peach moved to reter the same to the first 01 June nex'? Resolved in the aflirmative. -

41 Mc. Lamz presents a petition from Wilham Lamar, of Allegany county, praying that he may bean-
ed, [lhovised to inclose certain premises in the town oi Cumbertand; referred to. Messrs. Lamtz, M:Mahon

acBnd Hoftman. - _ . _ o o _
, OF On motion by _Mr. M+«Mahon, the fol_lowmg message was read, asseated to, and sent to the senate:

het BY THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES, Feb. 15, 1825,
nyi entlemen of the Senate, - S s S . -
s We regret that the bill passed by us for the releace of James M.latire, & consict prisoner in the gaol of
<ter R llegany county, ha- been rejected in your -honourable body; and Wwe now return it to you, in the hope
the[llnat, when ms case shali be piesented Lo you in its proper aspecs, and cloched with those citcumstances
hisBBvbich do not and which could not appear upon the face ot the bull, youn will ind it one which can only
1, ke relicved by legislative interposition; one which demands velief, and one to which you may extend te- -
iueJliet withoue, in any degree interlering with the parduning pover which resides with the executive. .- "
the The pet-tioner, James M- lutire, was properly aud righifuliy convicted at the last term of Allegany
s infounty court, of ha-ing charged and received illegal lees as a'constable within that county, and upon
mit [Bouvictivn was fined in the sum of tilty dollars to the state, the fine to the iniormer having been previous-
onk relrased - This fine, M-latire was, and s, and ever must be, unable to pay during confinemert, and he
as langu shed in prison since the monih of October last; useless to himself, to his family, aund to the
smmunity, whilst his ability to pay, instead of increasing. has decreased, if decreass it eould. As the
ne imposed upon him was not one ascertained by the discretion of the court, but a certain fine atiached
the comnn<sion ot the offence by the iaw of 1820, the governor and council do net possess the powe
¢ of remitting the fine, unless the case of the offender be stated in writing by the court imposing the
ne, and be accompaunied by a recommendation for its remission by some judge of the. court, For the
nrpose of obtaining th.s statemeat and recommendation, application was made to the judges of Allegany
adaty court, but, although they seemed to be tully aware of the inutility of & longer cenfinement of
JIntt: e, whether with a view Lo its elfects upon himself, or to the payment of the fine, and slthough
lly sensible that he would only hang as a burthen upon the coutity, they yet withheld the statement and
ecommendation, because they did not regard themselves as at liberty to listen to arguments of expediene
By, or Lo give way o any considerations but those of the sheer merits of his case, Unfortunately tor him,
s case was found without menit, and in a great Jegree without any palliating circumstances, and hence
e doors of mercy from this quarter are cloved against him. T : .
H:s case then, 15 one which does not come within the range of thepardoning power of the exscutive,
power which only tewspers the havshness of the law, arising from its generslity, to the mit gating cire
amsiances of each case, It i> not contended that the punishment inflicted upon M:intire was unmerit-
ted, or that his case has any amelioraiing circumstances about it. Keliet from it is asked .lor reasons
hich do notin any degree impugn the righteousness ‘'of his sentence. Raliet from it is asked from & ree
b1rd to Lhe wants of a numerous lamly, and to the murmurs of a county upon whom he now hangs lor sup-
bort. - All punishment ought either to have a tendency to reform the offender Gim-alf,. or to operate by
IvendiiPxample upon othe:s, and when it canot elfect one of these objects, it ought to be discontinued, In
c1aiJR0i> instance MeIntive has already suffered severely His confinement of four monthsis more than equie
courfiFalent to the fine, .or Lthe nonpayment of which lie was committed He is now unemployed, recsiving his
oned@B10port trom others, and thus becoming inured to habits which will daily render him more and move
vhicEfiseless  In the mean time, Allegany county prefers her claim for relief. She protests against the longer
. and@if "nnuance of a puni-hment which by its rigour, instead ol ameliorating, will only haiden the offender;
SrinfRYhich will be attended with no ultimate benefi to the state, and whicty witl only have the effect occharg-
ract:IBNE her wiih tne perpetnal support of the ofiender himself, aud it may be, of some of his family  These
“inujiFeasons will, we hope, induce you (0 reconsider aud pass this bill. N . '
perkll S By order, = . o JOHN BREWER, Clk.
inop Rl M°: Kilgour obtained leave to bring in abill, entitled, An act to compensate jurors for secvices therein
i Addgoentioned. - Ordered, ‘That Messrs. Kilgour, Mecrick and I'ingle, report the same. ) _
B Mr. [reland obtained leave to bring in a bill, entitied, An act supplementary to ar: act passed at Nov.
ession 179., entitled, An act to establish.and regulate a market at iiridge-Town, in:Kent county, aud
or other purposes therein mentioned. Ordeved, ‘Thai Messrs. Ireland, M¢Clean and Harris, 1eport Lhe
same, : : , - L .
The resolation relative to the portrait of Major General Lafayette, was read the second time,
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gt?ﬂ ~ Mr. Thomas moved to add ¢ Provided the cost does not exceed 100 doliars.”’ o :
os andl Mr. T'ri vers moved to refer the whole to the first of June next? - Resolved in the aflirmative.

The house resumed the consideration of the suplement.to the act reiative to public inspection ware-
ouses in the city of Baltimore. 'T’he question-was put on the motion of relerence made yesterday.,
The yeas and nays beine required appeared as follow: -~ - ' L -
Affirmative— Mes-rs. Kilvour, lreland, Hodges, - Shawer, Worthingtan, Price, Turner, Bennelt,
Jdvyd Reyner, Dennis, Joues, Stecle, Sullivane, Eccleston, Travers, Thomas, Heiderson, Liwing,
Grubb, Wootton, Nicholson, Wright, Witliams, Parker, Hooper, Cromwell, [lope, Norris, Jarrett,
qut;umn._,-. Barwick, Brown, Boewles, Fouke, White, Merrick, UBeall, HoEman, M dubou, Lauts,
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