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to give him the relief which be prays, if he is entitled to it, they therefore recommend that he have leavy
to withdraw his petition, and that he again apply to the commissioners on insolvent debtors for the city
and county of Baltimore. ‘J'o the petition of Fitz Kang, aninsolvent debtor from the city of Baltimore,
your committee have bestowed much time, and ‘romw the se. eral different statements’ which your com.
mittee received, they tound it necessary Lo investigate Lthe proceedings which were had before the insol.
vent commissioners, and the court for Baltimore county; alter.giving to his application, that attentive
investigation, which is due to every prayer tnay is made for legislative relief, they are of opiunion, tha
the said Fitz King does not come belore this house in 4 situation which entitles him to any special Je.
gistative interference. _ T - .
1t does not appear to your committee, that the proceedings before the commissioners were informal,
or that they did injustice to the petitioner, hut on the contrary, when the law of the land has appointed,
tribunal competent o give relief, and the law itselt atiords a proper remedy, when propeily admini-teied,
your committee think that it would be travelling out of the pale of their duly to report any special act
for relief, unless it manitestly appeared that the commissoners had not properly admimstered the law, o
that the generallaw of the state did not provide for the particular case in which relief is prayed. Neither
of which, are your committee disposed to think in this instance. But from the 1ecord ot the proceeding
in the case of Fitz King, they are ot opinion, that the laws of the state will atford him reliel, if he asks
with clean hands, and that the commissioners, under their oath, faithfully and impartially to adminicte
the 1aw, could not have made any othet report thau the one which was made and concurred in hy ihe

jndges of Baltimore county court, Zuey theretore recommend, that Fitz King have leave to withdraw b

petition, and that he be reierred back to the commissioners of insolvent debtors, recommending to hinp,

if he wishes to obtain the benefit ot the irsolvent laws, to put himself in that situation which will en'itle
him to receiveit. ‘I'he petition of George Davidson, ot Cecil county, contains no other ground for the
anterposition of the legislalure, except «hat ke couid not obtain the assent in writing of twa thirds i
amount of his creditors - In mo-L cases ~hich have been submitted tothe consideration of your con mit
tee, no clue has been ‘urnished io guide them through the labyrinth of difficulties, whch from the com.
pliints inade, would seem to exist in .he insolvent laws of the state 'And your committee must regret,
that the appircants in all cases, did not state what ubjections could anse to granting relief to an honet
but unlortuna‘e debitor.  But your comuuittee have been left .o imagine rhe difticuliies under which th
jus.l:ents laboured, and in all cases, where it could not conflict with any fixed prineiple, or esabiishe
Jaw, ihey have reported favourably, Your commitiee beg leave here to expre:s their opinion. inasmuch
as many cases have come beiore them for relief upon no other ground, than a want of the assent n wii
ting of two thirds ib amovunt of the insolvent’s creditors, your committee think this assent not necessary,
that Ithough under the act ol asseu.bly passed at November session 1805, chap:er 110, the assent of twy
~ thirds in amount ot the credifors of an inzolvent debtor, is required to obtain a final - discharge, ye' thy
section has been taken confessedly to be void aud inoperative, under a decision of the sypreme court

the United States, in'the case ol Sturges vs. Crowninshield, declaring that ro stare legislature were com

- petent to enact any law which invalidates or impairs contiacts between individuals 1t is not deem.i

that the ,egislatute are competent to pass acts dischargiug the person from imprisonment, but neithe

can the legislature exempt the property, which the debtor has in possessiva, from the ope.ation of hi

eoniracts, or deprive his crediturs irom resorting to any future requis.tions to recover their oebts 1

contract for the payment of money, had veference only to the property in the pessessiun of the contiac
ing debtor, then a condition nught beimplied, that upon surrendering the whole of his property to hi

creditors, he might be discharged frem any future liability.

But the obligation of the contract luoks further; the mental resources, the bhabits and the character
the man, constitute a fand, wh.ch is more coufidently trusted than the proper'y wh.ch the debtor hasi
possession; and not unfrequently does the creditor look to this scurce alone, for the fulfi-linent of tho¢
_engagements, upon which his whole busincss and mainterance depend. 1f such parts of our in<olven
system, as discharge the property of the debtor, acquired subsequent to his inzolvency, from the opeiatifg
on of his previous contracts, were not vuid and inoperative. the whole commercial system of our coung®
try would be convulsed to its centre, and that confide ce which is reposed in the enterprise and hone
excrtions of mercantile men, destroyed. it is no difficuit matter to conceive, the disadvantages whicls
would result from this destruction of confidence, wh ch is so important to commercial Lransactions, anfy
upon which the mercantile concerns of our country depend. ‘Taking this view of that section requiring
thie assent of the creditors of an insolvent debtor to discharge him from the oblization of his contraciil
your committee think it unnecessary further to enlarge upon this section of the act of assembly, inat
much as it has been generatly conceded, that the legislature could not discharge the debtor’s propert
fiom its lability to his contracts, and being of opinion that the section above mentioned is void and inopigg
rative, they therefore recommend the enacting of the section in the bill herewith reported, entitled An !
act supplementary to an act, entit'ed, An actfor the relief of sundrv insolvent debhtors. Your commillf )
further bey leave to report, that many applrcations have been made during the present session, for speci

" acts of insolvency, upon the ground that the petitioners had not that residence in the state, which is

requisite, among others, to entitle a debtor to the benefit of the insolvent laws of the state; and as youf
committee are of opinion, that whenever an insolvent debtor, a citizen of another state, has been impm

.soned in this state, if theve is no other objection, except that of his want of residen-~e, this time of gen

ral pecuniary pressure, and when the feelings and asperities of every man are softened at the distresses an

misfortunes of his tellows, this rhould no longer be an ohjection against extending to him that bene

[

and relief which is held out and afforded to every citizen in Maryland, who mav be overtaken by the har
of misfortune. . They therefore recommend the passage of that sectiqn of the bill herewith reported, pr
viding for that grievance.’ [¢ would be travell:ng beyond the line of duty prescribed to your committe

for them to haza:d an opivion, npun the expediency and propriety of a tutal abolition of the laws for i

prisonment for 8ebt, but vour comm.ttee cannot retrain from expressing their most ardent and sanguit
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hopes, that the day is not far distayt, when the doors of our prisons shall be thrown open, and the unlofl lips




