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confident you will at once perceive. With these general remarks, permit us to call your atten,
tion to two cases of avery aggravated character. In the latter end of the year 1820 or 1821
a certain Samuel G. Griffith, as one that wéht with his overseer to a village, Tenet Square, i
search of a slave who sometime before had made his escape from him. He was, we under-
stand, fully able to identify the slave, and had the inhabitants of the village given him the aiq
he as a citizen of the United States had a right to &pect, he would have had little or no diffi-
culty in securing his property.  :But unfortunatey, the inhabitants ef the village, governed by-
" misguided philanthrophy, instead of -assisting, gave him all the trouble they had it in their
ower to give, The cgnsequence Wwas, a deterniinat.on «n h1§ partto t=1]§e his#slave, and in at-
tempting to doso, iimself and hisoverseer lost their lives. This caused in our state much pub-
lic excitement; our citizens demanded legislative interference.  They saw in this case, part.cu.
larly those of them who live near the borders of Pennsylvania, the strongest inducement to
‘their slaves to escape. They discovered in it also a motive to insurrection, if escape could not -
be effected in any other way. ‘Those feelings of attachment, which ought to bind the citizens
of the United States to each other, appeurcd to them tobe violated. ln a word they viewed
Pennsylvania more as a hostile than a sister state. The other case we beg leave respecttully
to mention to you, happened the last summer. One of the undersizned, Mr. Chauncey, who
is now a delegate from Harford county, attempted to recover, near the village of Darby in your
state, a.slave belonging to aneighbor of his, who had runoff some short time beforc; in this, as
.in the preceeding instance,if noopposition had been made by the Pennsylvanians, the rcecovery
of this property would have been accomplished with little difficulty. Mr. Chauncey Knew the
slave perfectly well, and wasready and willing to identify him in the way required by the laws
of your state, the inhabitants of the place, however, threw in his way every possible ehstaele,
~ Mr. Chauncey requested that the slave might he kept in safe custody for two days, togive him
-an opportunjty of reiurning to Harford, and bringing every post ble procf that could be demand
ed; but this was refused him. This slave was torcibly released, and Mr. Chauncey threatened
-with imprisonment, and this too in the presence of many people of colour. It was stated too,
by the inhabitdnts, before the negroes were dispersed, and in their hearing, that a negro hada
right to put to death every-one who might attempt toarrest him. Besides these two cascs, ma-
ny others happen every day. We are well advised, that the slavesof our citizcns geoff innum-
‘bers to your state, and thatthey are rarely recovered,and whenthey are, not without considera-
‘ble troubie. Thishasnow become tous a most aldrming evil, and requiring immediate remedy,
_unless one be offered, that desirable harmony that should subsist between us, is not to be expect-
ed,  and our respective <itizens will, on the contrary, feel towards each other every thing but
friendship. Permit us also to suggest, that the wisest policy of your state, independent of the
considerations we have before stated, requires you to prohibit, in every praper way, the scttle-
 ment of people of colour inyourstate. R :
1t would seem to us, in the nature of things, impossiblethat such a population can be amalga-
‘mated with the whites, however liberal we may tcel towards them, they cannot be permitted.
every enjoyment of every political privilege; in some measure thev must be a distinct portion
of the community. If we are not misinformed, your statc already fecls the burthen of this poe-
pulation; it seldom happensthat they are not extremely dissolute and idle, and consequent nuis-
ances to the public; we mention this with all possible respect, without wishing to interfere in
the slighest degree, with the policy of your state, except when such policy may interfere with
therights of our citizens. But wedo most earnestly, in the name of the legislature of Mary-
land, solicit the enactment of such legial. provisions by you, as may protect our citizens in the
peaccable possession of their slaves. This has now become% maticer of serious momenttothem,
and one calculated to produce the most distressing irritation between two stutes. Should you
decm it necessary to answer this letter, you can do so by addressing us at this place. It will
give us muchpleasure to give you any information on the subject of the communication, that

you may desire. We have tlic honor to be, with the greatest respect, your most obedient scr

‘wants, . R. Jounsox Jno. CHAUNCEY
- ’ . ’
: . W. MiLLkR, L. J. DENNIS,
Al LEEg, :

"To the President of the Senale, and )
“Speaker of the House of Refiresentatives, Pennsylvania. : : '
o S ' SENATE CHAMBER, Harrisburg, Feb. 1823,
" Gentlemen—Your communication respecting the protection given by Isome of the citizens
~ of this state to slaves :who have absconded %rom their owners in the State of Maryland,
has been read in thé senate, which together with amessage from his exellency the gover-
_nor of your state, enclosing a resolution of the legislature passed on the 21st of Fcbruary last, has
'been referred to the undersigned, who have been appointed a committee to take the same inte
- consideration. “T'he resolution to which we refer, wus not taken up at the last session, in con:
- sequence of the late periad - at which it was presented, and the press of business which it was
necessary at that time to dispose of; this we preeume will be a sufficient apology for what might
otherwise be considered- a neglect of the former legisluture innot attending to that communi-
cation.. SR _ e :
“We regret that any circumstance should have occured which is calculated to create discord
-~ or uncasiness between the citizens of the two states, & asit is our duty, so it will be cur sincere
_disposition, to en-eavour to bring this subject to such a conclusion, as shall be calculated topro
~maote that good w:ll, and cordial harmony, which ought, and which we hope may alwayspreval
between two states, whose citizens belong tothe ¢ame common family, and whose mutual 1n-
tcacats and weifave ave so intimately connected.
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