08 . VOTES

AND PROCEEDINGS

" would recommend a cohtinuance of the resolutions; and in order to apprize the executive of y, (0 €0-0
_ginua of the feeling of the state upon this s:-bject, your committee would respectlully suggest S ¢ ih.

'adoﬁt’on of the additional resolutjon accompancing this report.. N . ware 8!
~ Asto the improvement of the navigition uf the Potomac, your commitee win'd say afew wo i 1. pas
7 his noble river fiom its peculiar conrse, bo'ding its way exclusively throngh the confines of wir k.

“state, watering anexten«ive and fertile region, receiving the néhute of some of the finest st « MR ..}
of our country, among the rest, the Shenandoah, whose pr trac ed char:nel sweeps through per i

most luguriant valley of Virginia, must a'wacs be considercd one of the richest pos-essions o/ o va0
state, and eminently entitled to the attention of Ler citizens Amd :h_ese advantages, it is the ui progeds
tunate Jor of ‘this tiver to present vb-tacles which must tor along time returd the course of nJ L/ ier
- provement,and exclude the henefit- of a co.nmerce long ng to seek that channcel. - lt'H remar kaby ces ary
for having the greatest fall vira., of any-riverin the United States, whe e an ascending naviga il o). pro
is attempted, and the cansgquenice 18, not only aa rccumulation of rocks and rapids, \V'h.l(h il re 1 cl
-only be surmount.d by th- ardusus toil «nd “i.ciplined kel ot the boatmen, but a hability toy present
" treme lowness of water, which has been known in some extraordinary years to have previyy from th
~through the whole hoatinm -eason; almost to the entire exc'usion of that mede of transportatio Bl i ende
“T'hese causes have operates to produce a neglect ot thetrade of thatriver, so as to reduce it 0 ol yryed b
~ amount certainly insigaificant when compared wi'h the i'l mitable riches which m ght be col'ec il ¢ Liich
ou its bauks. Thestats has aireidy spent large -ums of money in the {ruitless end. avor v sy upon ai
. Bpom its treasures, and the reiterated atiempts of a well organizvd. and richly c.nd- w~_d cwpnil o s
give astriking demonstratien of the ruti ity of attempting to vanqui~h ob tactes in their nature (M o0 g,
superable, I'he time doubt ess will come when the enterpt ze ot tt_xe s ate, aded bLy an ahun«.':'; selves (i
treasury, and the keen edged activity of comme: cial wante, will dcn_st. and execute some prowdill o e i
which sha!l yet put Margland inthe full and p rfect enjoyment of thic yet nnconguered trtula il ... o
- That day is cerrainly not al liand, and the slsnder suprlies. of the state, your conmitte: ot cexlillpeitar uy
would be lavished with a v-eless prodigal'y upin any attempt to render the navigation of the (IR 0 il
of that river more praciicable han it i ; indeed every thing «eems to be done which « n le dove S, wrl
regard to that object—the. channcl has heen creared, canals h ve been construc «d around g . . pa
through allthe imporiant ranids, and the most eon-ider :hle falis arc pr«vided with dmahi: avawill o an
_stantial locks—=the trade peverthe'e-s still lamgvizhes under unrubdved m: ediments, Tie o Qo agsn
method of improvement thereiore, which could be ~ugg.ated wou.d be the construction of cani 2 Must 8
thiough allthat part at the country in which the river presents the greatest bedy o' obstacles;
undertaking which .ccu'd oniv be achieved with the wea'-h o! an empire. '
"~ Yoyr committee are naturaily led .rom these snecvlations 1o a contemplsticn o the resoure

it mav h;
surh « hi
ever hy

- of the gtate jn ancther cyarter  7he river Su.qnehannih has heen breught ugon the public i Such
with a renewed interest, and the means of imprev rg it have hceu areany ‘ubmited to 'this cfilly, "0
mittee, upon which they have had -he honor tr m.ke a distinct report. '!‘hcy ha'd the ~awhacti expected

~ to find their repert promptly adopied, and the bill which accompanied it speedily passed in couriry
law, This viver stands in a very different predicament frem _lh:At u(.whmh we have Jc" ,p(.k(r lation an

"It appears to be now .atisfactorily -scertaincd that erery weik wh chis calcu'axefl to wmprose unentiei
bed of the river and retder it ‘more. practicable to the purposes of navigation. mus Sl i
timatelv offer a rich remuneration to the state, in an increased supply 'of ptodu_ce. - The Su-cr ... o

" hannah unlike the Potomac, has, until it appreaches within a short d'»‘“"’c*"f’f the tide. & e ey of |

. ratefall, and rol's over a wide-and comparatively -mcoth bed; is more regglar in the rnise ana Ol HPPE

- its water, and in cvery respuct is more propiticus to navigaticn  Within forty cr ﬁ‘fty miles of I 0 s 1
‘tide it passes througlhi a range of country which falls with great abiup'ness to the Chesapeake, » accamp i
presents innumerable ridges of granite, which being broken in the bed of the river, Her - In(ilhy. y)g
the oniy seriou- obstacl-s which ocenr in its passage from the borders of the state of New Y.l any o1
Some late eflorts evince the entire practicability ot surmounting these d‘ﬂ"‘-‘ll_‘"‘“s ano ”“j‘ “Mthis ¢xte
longer remains a douht, that a judicion: effort app'ied to the improvement ot this lower portion Ehe. v 1,
the niver, must be productive of.incalculable benfit to the state; ‘his oncc achieved, e produrfil o supj

~of an immense extent of country, reaching through the heact of Pcnnsylvania, and penetrattiilonnects
into the interior of New York, areat once poured into the lap of Marvland For an ¢ timat: 0y oth
the value of this commerce, even under -its present disparagem-nts, ycur committee heg leave (N1 of |
refer to the separate reportalready made by them upon this subject. This work “therefore in Uilboce m,

- opinion of vour committe., deserves.the serious and immediate artention of the legi-lature, and, Susqueh;
is hoped that the measures already projected by the spirited and meritorious enterp-ise cf the c/illlwhich o,
zens of Baltimore, will have the effect to demonstrate the impor ance of the design to the grillRidition,

-and permanén: interésts of Maryland, and cpeedily to enlist a more decided pationage in jts favor. ore esp.

T'he next ohject of concern in reference to the duties of vour committee, isto be found il ., cau
the ex-cution of adesign which was conceived as long ago as the year 1799, and as yet but pa: vt not
. accomplished,’ to effect a water commun:cation hetween the Chesapeake and Delaware bavs. A Njoying

-route was at that time marked out by commissioners appointed by a company in(-or[_)or.ated fur l_!"{ owerfq}
purpose, (the commission consiting of geutlemen of Penpsylvania, Delawire and this state, ) whicililghe adjac

.was supposed to be the most eligible.course presented by ‘he character of :he country of the pifRIpecrat;e
ninsuler, as well as by the convenicace affurded in the supply of water, T'his route extended trorlihe sou, .

“aselected print on the E'k river to the Chriianain Dealaware, and the supply of water was toiqiib equal

~“obtained from aleeder, reaching from the upper district of the former, From the want of funciiihei, aid;

‘as well as frem other causes. of less imgportance, this work did not progress fur_ther than U}? prer BT jabou
ratory stages of the desigun, by the partial completion of nine or ten miles of the feecer, in wtic: ow, & bi
attempt the whole capital originally paid in hand, amsunting to upwards of one hundred thon.ant PProbati

.dollars was expended. In the session of 1812, an act passed this legislature, expressing a desiy’




