OF THE HOUSE OF DELECATES. e

ent. A control which at ne distant day must r'euide:r' ber the uiidtrﬁl"'of the gr»,t qu fuda,

Jill e guardian of the gates through which the treasures of a boundless country . shall find thewr vent,

d which shalldraw to hershores the riches of an incalculable commerce. In addition to this -
¢ bounteous hand of nature hasspread rhrough her confines one of the most magnificent bays in
e world, upon whose expanse flrats secucely to their m rket, the richest portions of her produce,
he Susquehannah and the Potomac washing her remotest borders, open: to the indurtry of her.
izens, the prospect of exhaustlesa treasure, while innumerable fertiliging streams helween, lite.
lly irrigate every field, and afford an immea.urible supply to every demand for internal improves
eat, These advantages have not been overlooked or unappreciated by the citizens of our state,
d numerous efforts founded-upon private as well as puhlic patronage, to facilitate and impiove
e means of internal transportation, attest the interest it has excited.  'And your commities re-
c¢ to find that this subject begins still more to engrods: the attention of every in vhigent part of
community. In this, our state does but respond to the pe vading senciment of the naton.
ce the late war, there is scarcely a part of the Union which has not ditected its attention and.
mean- to this question, and the result has been an improvement .in the ge eral aspect of the
ited States in the course of a few years, which cousideriug the populstion and the weslth ot the
untry, and the extent of territory upoan which these improv ments bave been spread, i rheps .
eqnalled in the history of free nations. The state of Marylaad has from the period of the revo- -
ion to the present time, evinced a most commendable disposition to lend her aid to every under.:
ing which professed 1o encourage these objects, and a'though at-timeq an injudicious calculstion
y have thwarted her success or disappointed her hopes, still she has devised many and most ver-
nent advantages from the welltimed appropriation of her resmurces. .. = ,
Atthe present juncture much is required of her  The competition of formidahle rivals, although,
your committee believe, it cannot subvert her stiength, may for s long time retard the (mil and
nfitable exercise of it; and it therefore becomes a matter of the most urgent solicitude, thet we
buid be in a situation to keep pace with the zealous enterprize of our sister states, who ar- at
s moment contending with us for the prize of future power and imporunce n the eommerce of -
p west.  Though that straggle be maintained with all th:e perseverance which welf interest can”
pply, and the effective force which a nervous and a wealthy population can bestow, Maryland
st nevertheless, by a disereet and intellizent expenditure of ber means, sided as she iv, by a more
n countervailing beneficence of providence, forever hold s siceessful mastery: in the stiife, ,
Your committee conceive that this sabj-ctis urgzed upon the attention of the state bs other con.
crations, The present generation seem 10 be more imperiousiv ca .ed on for the adopton of a .
tem of policy in regard tothis question than auny other that has orecided them, and perhaps mare
n their succeesors ever may be  The tranquilized state of Europe, the. establishment of what -

pears to be a more settled order of things, the general competition 1n every branch of trade, =

pear more decisively at this time, than at any former period, to throw the several states of wue
ion back upon their own resources, and of necessity, to_drive‘thru. tot-'ge rontemplation of theiy
rinsic energies. The period is rapidly approaching at which it is eonceiced s large manufactur.
 interest wil\ be fostered in our country, and the attention of our poculation spplied to turnish
bstitute for a vast variety of the present commodities of trade, which betere the lapse of dany
rs,'must become the product of our own labor, and the growth f our own soil, This conse-
nce has been partially developed at the pre:ent day, by the entire ghln‘e qc:,our political rela. .
$ with the states of Europe, and it is believed that o far as regards the condition of this contie
t, that posture of things will bc nermane.t  From this view,. it_m obvious, that the levur of
co;xntry must be differently applied, and the current of our nluml means turned into new
ROne s, - . B . . . - - : " o . N - . . . .
¥ our commitee heg leave further to say, that-in their opinion, it is impossible to.givea more
pfitable direction to the policy of the government, than by the application of its streugth to inter.
improvement. A judicious effort in this way is always sure to produce a rich harvest of rema.
ation, and it is helieved that every expenditure required by it, is -:om?leuly_ reimbhursed to the
pntry, almost before its defic encv is felt. Thereis scarcely a turnpike road constructed, or s
al made, which does not in-the course of a very few years, yield to the commupity, however
profitable it may be tq individuals, a full recompense for its creation; and iptl._nd, from the facili-
which the state of Maryland every where presents to this species of enterprige, and the inereas.
trade that must inevitahly be the consequence, vour committee do not h_aur_d too much by de-
ing that a well selected scheme for the improvement of the means 9’ internal transportation,
st become one of the most profitable objects in which capitaf enuldl‘nflgwt;ﬂed.. o -
0 thedischarge of the duty assigned to them by the house, your commitiee conceive it necessar
tthey should present a genera! view of the most preminent objects -of improvement - at present
hin the contemplation ot the state, and as the governor’s message more particularly designates
river Potomac as a subject of attention, they would beg leave to make some remarks in refor-
he commission which was authorised by the resolutions of last restian, Co unite in en examina.
of the river with a similar commission from Virginia, have been deliyed by the tardiness of the
¢r state, in the commencement of their work, Although the Virginia commissioners have
1 named bv the executive of that state, ob-tacles, unknown to your eonuu'ttgc. oceurred to pre-
Lthe execution of the design entrusted to them, until the. lateness of gbc sedson rendered it imy.
Cticable to proceed to any savisfactory examination of the state of 'tbg.ﬂ_nt;_ itis prmﬂl how-
rthat all parties will be ready to progress in the contemplated. entarprise, as soon as the ap-
Daching year may become most favorable to their vurpote; and o8 the objests for whtch
$ Commission was created, are of very interesting imporiance to both Sales, your commiteey .




