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. VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS.

mitteee are enabled to state their impression that the navigation of the river has graddally been muck
- jmproved since thé-time when it was thought impracticable to venture tc navigate it in any manner
w:th santy. . . o o ' . - ;
The 'ﬁr{(gammpr to descend below Columbia with an ark, was made about twenty years ago,
_and since chat time the difficulties have become less formidable as the experience and skill and num.
bers of the boat.men increased. There has been one great cause however which has prevented t.is
. ¢chanuel-of trade trum being «mproved and fostered, for it has notoriously been left totally to provide
for iself, Since th.ttime the facility of wagoning produce to a market (principally to Philadelpiia,}
conniected- With the high price, eompared with the. present time, which our productions have borne
for more than twenty yéars, rendered the cheapness of 'a conveyance to market of no great impor.
tance. . But now, when the cost of transport of a barrel of fleur from the interior, is in som® case;
equil to one half, or-even three fourths of its value at the sea port from which 1t is uliiniately ex.
ported, it becomes necessary for the farmers who are placed in that situat:on, either to abandon the §
_-growth of the article, or to seek out a CHEAPER mode of conveyance. The cheapest mode 18 un’
- doubiediy by water, and where the circumstances seem to confine us to the improvement, at a smail
. expense, of natural water courses, which' will an~wer the purpose until ‘a dense popu'atien and
greater capital wilijostily the execution of a large and expensive work, your commitice believe that
every dictate ol ‘sound wisdom points out that moderate course. : T N
The practicability of improving (he channel ot the Susquehannah at an expense comparatively
small,bas been much’enforced; a numerous public meeting was hsld at Lancaster in Angust l1st,and §
a determination farmed 1o pros: cute the opening and improving the navigation ot the Su quebann:h
_ from Columbia to-lide water, and to petition the legi-lature of Pennsylvania to: the appropiiation
. of the neceasary means to effect that object  T'hie proceeding of the citizens of so respectable and
important a seclion of the state, givey cvery reason to hope for a cordial co eperation on the par: of
- our sister state, and the mutval advaniages which will be derived from thus facilitating the convey.
ance to the oceac, of the priductions of such an extensive country, must be felt by all its inhabi-
-tanis  Their weight is great n the state councils, and mutual interest will produce mutual efforts
10 obtain {he commonend . - . e ' ‘ '
‘The ptodice ot the . Sasquehannah is at present wafted down the stream when the water is hizh §
in 1..ge-aris, ‘which are brokeu up and <old for a mere trifie when the voyage is finished Until §
th 12+ summer: it appears-tuat no boats ever attempied to ascend the river to Columbia, ard the
- enter pose was a.first declared to be impracticable. It appears’however, from a report’ made to
the citizen- ol Baltimore, by certain commissioners who were delegated on their patt to attend the B
meetiog at Lancaster, that in the course of the last cummer, loaded boats were successtuliy brought
. up the rapids and falis of the river to the town of Columbia.. From the same autherity it woull B
appear tha the heitef in the practicabi:ity of ascending the river in loaded boats was becoming so
_contienied, that several boats were building for that express :urpuse, and persons preparing to pur-
st tue haegular busines. of transporting goods and produce on the river.. T'he eflfort should be @
ca:-iuly-cherished, and as the statements of all thes person. concur,thar from ten to filteen thou B
sand Joliar» would most essentially beuefit the navigation, the aid thus required should be prompt’y

affriedth m, - : i : : .
"~ :Younrcowrmittee have had-an estimate put into their hands by the commissioners appointed by
the cinzen- oi Baitimore, from which it appears that ahout nine hundred and twenty five rafts of
lumber,: averaging each twenty five thousand feet, and five hundred and thirty five arks loaded
with various pieductions of the country, have descended the wateisof the Susquehannah to the
~ Chesapeake. during the present year, The value of this property at a fair estimate, although price:
have been extremely low and sales unusually languid, is not tess than one million one hundred aud
twen:y thousand doiars, [rom the best intormation, it would appear that net more than one tenth
- part ot the above sum is expended for return goods or otherwise, in Maryland, and that all the
rest; formiug the great mass, is remitted to Philadelphia or New York, to be laid out in goods and
. meichandize there. -‘I'he establishment of a boat navigation up the Susquehannah, would securc
the investment and expenditure of this large sum, ameunting in the preseat year to a million of dei
lars, within the state of Maryland, and the reasonable profits on which, would increase the wealth
and revenues of the state, aud give employement to a number of her citizens, at the same titne the im--
provement of the navigation would every year increase the quantity of produce brought down; th.
“exporte of ‘Maryland would mount. up; her revenue flourish in the multiplication of the objects ol
taxation; retailer’s- and ordinary licences be more productive, and an activity be given to the
employment of capital which would natorally attract it to us from othér quarters, and the bene-
fits would be tran.ferred through the whole state. : '

Your eommiltee wouls add to these general arguments, thatthe city of Philadclphiais so fully
aware of the great importance of the trade of the Susquehannab,that at varions times they have.
projected. canals.to unite its waters with those of the Schuylkill. ~ At the present time there is «
company which ‘have,.at.great expense, improved the Schaylkill, up to the town of Reading, with
a view-of leading a canal thence though the Tulpehacken and the Swatura Creeks,to anite with B
the Susquehannah. - Liberal aid has been.given to this company by the state becoming the guaran.
tee for the punctua! payment of the interest on the stock for the term of twenty years, The work
has been partly laid out,and the lahor will be speedily commenced under the aaspices ot a wealthy
and persevering community, stimulated by the keenest mictives of self interest. Every motive
therelore calls .upon Maryland not to forego the eminent advantages which nature has put within
her rea&n. nor toyield them up through a parcimonious economy, to the liberal expenditure of her
compettor, - . N :




