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mitted hither, to thie feveral Perfons interefled therein, which are fome e
times o ‘conliderable Value ; and for Wane o due Care of fuch Letters
in which the fame are encloled, no fettled Pclt- Houfes being appointed
for tlie Reception o' them, muny Times {undry evil-minded Perfons
find Occafion clandeftinely to take fuch L« ttets out o the PublickHoufes
where they are generally lefe, and break open and conceal the fame
to the great Detriment of {undry of the Inhabitants, Merch nts, and
Traders ; and many ill-defigning Perlons who have drawn Bills of Ex-
change, not having any Bottom in England to anfwer the fame, well
knowing and obferving to what Merchant or Merchants fuch Bills are
remitted, do diligently watch the Returns of fuch Bills from the vler-
chunts, and guefling utfone Letters to be the Coverts of their protefted
Bills, get theminto their Hands and defliroy the fame, to the great De-
triment of many honeft Truaders, Dealers and others concerned ; and
many Times otliers, out of a dithoneft and inquifitive Temper, fe-
cretly take and break open publick and private Country Letters, to the
great Diftiristaction and Prejudice ot feveral the Inhabitants, her Majefties
good Subjets, and great Delay of publick Bufinefs : For the Prevention
thereof for the Future, | o
Be it Enalled, by th-Amthoriiy, Advice and Confent aforefard, That if Prohibiteds

any Perfon or Perions whatfocver fhall hereatter prefume to take and
open the Seal or Seals of any Letter or Letters whatfoever, not being unto
him or thein direéted, or not having fpecial Licence ( from the Perfon to
whom the fame aie direéted, their Executors or Adminiftrators ) fo to do,
fhall upon due Corv:cion therccf, eithet in the Provincial or County- .
Courts of this Province, fuffer Imprifonment of his, her or their Bodies, ,mopfi,?,’n'," of
for and during the Sp.ce ot Six Duys, without Bail or Muinprize, and ment, &c,

~ fotfeit the Sum ot Five Pounds Sterling, the One Moyety to Her Majefty,
Her Heirs and Succeflors, for tue Support of Government, the other
Moyety to him or them that fhall intorm or ue for the fame ; to be re- *
covered n any Court of Record within this Province, by Aion of
Debt, Bull, vlaint or Information, wherein no Efioyn, Prote&ion or

" Wager of Law to be allow: d.

- And incafe any Perlonor Perfons fhall break open any Letter or Let- The Panifhs
ters dire&ed to his EXCC“CHC)’, Her Mai¢ ﬂy's GOVCI'DOUI', or ;my of Her :‘e";‘.ﬁ"é
Majefty’s Council ot this Province, for the Time being, or other publick p:'P::ﬁicE
Letter, fubcribed or dire&ed for Her Majefty’s Service, and figned by Lettea
any Perfon having Authority fo to do, and fhall be thereot legally con-

vi&t, he, the or they, fo offending, thall fuffer Two Menths Impri-

fonment without Bail or Mainprize, and forfeit to our Sovereign Lady

the QUEE N, Her Heirs and Succeflors, the Sum of Twenty Pounds

Sﬁ;rgnbg, uj)‘ be,rec%vergfd and divided as aforefaid. ' | |
na be it further Enalled, by the Authority, Advice and Cun ent af refaid

That One A& of Aflembly of this Province, made at a S(elﬁonfof AL A&Agm:d

fembly begun and held at the Port of Annapolis the Twenty Sixth Day

of March, Anno Domini, Seventeen Hundred and Seven, entituled An

ACt to prevvent the Abufe of Breaking open and Concealing publick and pri-

vate Letters, and every Article, Claufe and Thing therein contained,

be and is hereby repealed, and made null and void, ‘ |

R An




