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be found by fuch Juftice or other Officer aforefaid to exceed the Ga

An ACL, Afcertaining the Gange and Tare of Tobacco Hogfheads ;
and to prevent Cropping and Defaci g Tobacco taken op
Board Ships or Vellels upon Freight s and for laying Impofy-
t1ons on Tobacco by the Hogfbead, for the Support of Govery-
ment ; and for the Encouraging Settlements m this Province,
by Afcertaming the Manner of Paymg the Alienations, Fines,
and Quit Rents, to the Lord Proprietory of this Province, on
the Conditions therein mentioned,

ORASMUCH as the Laws heretofore made for Afcertaining the Gauge
of Tobacco Hogfheads, have in great meafure proved ineffeétual, ejther
Aor want of laying fufficient Penalties upon the Offenders, or of proper Methods to
infliGt them, but more efpecially, as it feems to this prefent General Aflembly,
by requiring a Complyance with fuch a Gauge, as has been found by Experience
to tend to the Ruin of fuch Traders as were ftri@ Obfervers of it, the Generality
ofour Tobacco being of fo lightand chaffy anature, that ithas been found wholy im-
practicable, and in a manner impoffible to pack or prize fo much of it jnto 2 Hog-
dhead of the late Gauge of ‘Thirty Inches inthe Diameter of the Head, as would fuf-
fice for the Payment of Freight, and other Charges arifing thereon, the Freighters .
of fuch fmall Hogfheads having been frequently brought in Debt by the Smallnefs of
theQuantity of Tobacco contained therein, to the great Damage of the Tobacco
“Trade, particularly of the Fair Traders therein, which feems in a mannerto have
brought the lateft of the afore-mentioned Laws almoft into a general contemprt, it
being rather more Mifchievousto the Freighters to be brought in Debt by their ftrig
Oblervance of that Gauge, than to lofe their Tobacco here for exceeding it : For
Remedy whereof for the future; Be it Enaced by the King’s moft Excellent
Majefty, by and with the Advice and Confent of His Majefty’s Governor, Coun-
cil, and Affembly of this Province, and the Authority of the fame, That from
and after the Twenty ninth Day of September nexr, ‘it fhall and may be lawful
for any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, fufpecting, difcovering, or knowing of
any Hogfhead or Hogfheads of Tobacco, that fhall exceed Forty eight Inches in
the Length of the Stave, or Thirty two Inches in the Diameter of the Head, with-
in the Croze, or that fhall exceed Thirty feven Inches Diameter in the Bulge,
-onany Accident or Pretence whatfcever, 8, Thirty fixInches Diameter inthe Bulpe
being fuppofed a competent Gauge ) to call to his Affiftance any Juftice of tl%e
Peace, Sheriff, Veftryman, or Church-Warden, living or refiding within the
County where fuch Tobacco fhal] be {ufpected, known, or difcovered, and to
enter into any Houfe, Ware-houfe, Ship, Boat, or other Veflel, and there, in
the Prefence of fuch Juftice, or other Officer aforefaid, who are hereby required
to be prefent, aiding, and affifting to fuch Informer therein, to feize and mark
with 2 Broad Arrow every fuch Hogfhead or Hogfheads of Tobacco as fuch
Informer fhall requeft fuch Juftice or other Officer o view, on Sufpicion of ex-
ceeding the Gage aforefaid; and alfo thar fucly Juftice or other Officer, on Re-
queft of {uch Informer, and is hereby required to proceed in fuch manner, as
he fhall think moft proper to examine the Gage thereof, fo as no Hogfhead or
Hogtheads of Tobacco, ftowed away on Board of any Ship or other Sea-Veflel,
fhall on fuch Information be unftowed, unlefs fuch Hogthead or Hogtheads ap-
pedr in View : And if upon fuch Examination any Hogfhead or Hogfheads fhaj
ge aforefaid,
it fhall be [awful then, and not otherwife, for fuch Juttice, orother Officer, im-
mediately to condemn the fame to the Ufe of fuch] Informer, who fhall there-
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