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A N p whereas alfo the Sheriffs of this Province, whofe Duty itis to convey
Leuters for Her Majefty's Service, are very much complain'd of for their Neg-
ligence therein, Be it Enatted by the Authority, Advice and Confent aforefaid,
That if any High Sheriff, or his Deputies, receive any Publick Letter, he fhall
(if required ) give Receipt for the fame, fhewing the Day and Hour when he
received the fame; and when he delivers the fame Letter to the next Sheriff, or
Party to whom directed, the Party thatreceives the fame, fhall likewife, if re-
quired, give fuch like Receipt to the Sheriff that firft received it : and if any
High Sheriff, or his Deputy or Deputies, for whom the High Sheriff fhall be an-
fwerable, fhall refufe to give fuch Receipt, to be proved by the Qath of the
Perfon demanding fuch Receipt, or, having received fuch Letter, fhall wilfully
neglect immediately to forward fuch Letter as diretted, fo that fuch Letter is
ftopt Twenty four Hours longer than it reafonably need be ( Refpc& being had
to the Wind and Weather ) tﬁe High Sheriff fhall forfeit the Sum of Two thou-
fand Pounds of Tobacco in Cask ; the One Moiety thereof to our Sovereign
Lady the Queen, Her Heirs and Succefiors, for the Support of the Government
of this Province, the other Moiety to him or them that will fue for the fame, to
be recovered by Aétion of Debr in any Court of Record of this Province ; and
fuch Negle&t of fuch Sheriffs fhall be evidenced by the Dates of the Re-
ceipts.

A ~ p whereas the Trade and Commerce of this Province is in great Meafure
confined to England, and the Inhabitants of this Province of Neceflity are
obliged to lodge their Effe@s, and wholly correfpond with the Merchants in
England, by which Means we may have great Dependance upon their Advice in
Trade, and often Protefted Bills of Exchange are remitted hither to the feveral
Perfons interefted therein, which are fometimes of confiderable Value, and for
want of due Care of fuch Letters, in which the fame are inclofed, no fettled
Polt Houfes being appointed for the Reception of them, many times fundry

Evil minded Perfons find Occafion clandeftinely to take fuch Letters out of the

Publick Houfes, where they are generally left, and break open and conceal the
fame, to the great Detriment of fundry of the Inhabitants, Merchants and
Traders 5 and manyIll defigning Perfons, who have drawn Bills of Exchange,
not having any Bottom in England to anfwer the fame, well knowing and ob-
ferving to what Merchant or Merchants fuch Bills are remirted, do diligently
watch the Returns of {uch Bills from the Merchants, and guefling at fome Let-
ters to be the Coverts of their Protefted Bills, get them into their Hands, and
dcftroy the fame, to the great Detriment of many honeft Traders and Dealers,
and others concerned ; and many times others, out of a Difhoneft and Inqui-
fitive Temper, fecretly take and break open Publick and Private Country Let-
ters, to the grear Diflatisfaction and Prejudice of feveral the Inhabitants, Her
Mujefty’s good Subjeéts, and great Delay of Publick Bufinefs: For the Preven-
tion thercof for the future, Be it Enacted by the Authority, Advice and Con-
fent aforefaid, That if any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever fhall hereafter prefume
to take and break open the S:al or Seals of any Letter or Letters whatfoever, not
being unto him or them dire&ed, or not having efpecial Licence from the Per-
fons, to whom the fame are direéted, their Executors or Adminiftrators fo to
do, fhall, upon due Convition thereof, either in the Provincial or County
Courts of this Province, fuffer Imprifonment of his, her, or their Bodies, for
and during the Space of Six Days without Bail or Mainprize, and forfeit the
Sum of Five Pounds Sterling ; the One Moiety to Her Majefty, Her Heirs and
Succeffors, for the Support of Government, the other Moiety to him or them
that fhall inform or fue for the fame, to be recovered in any Court of Record
within this Province, by A&ion of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or Inf)(;rmation, wherein
no Effoign, Proteétion, or Wager of Law to be allowed. And in Cafe any Per-
fon or Perfons fhall break open any Letter or Letters direted to his Excellency

Her Majefty’s Governor, or any of Her Majefty’s Council of this Province, f;?r
the




