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MARTLAND L AWS.

An Att Reﬂraim;ng Viltuallers and Keepers of Publick Houfes

Jrom Entertainmg Sailors, to the Prejudice of Trade and
Commerce.

fHEREAS the Mafters and Commanders of the feveral Merchant
Ships trading into this Province, and the feveral Merchants and Traders
therein, have reprefented unto this General Affembly, That feveral Perfons

_ keeping Vi¢tualling Houfes, or Publick Houfes of Entertainment, for Lucre

and Gain, do make it their Practice to draw in and entertain the Seamen be-
longing to the feveral Ships, and give them too great Credit, not only to
the Ruin of them, their Wives and Children, but alfo to the Hindrance of the
Ships Loading, whercby the Charges of the Ships are greatly augmented, and
Trade in general delayed and difcouraged ; For the Prevention whereof, Be it
Enatted, by the Queen’s moft Excellent Majefty, by and with the Advice and
Confent of Her Majefty’s Prefident, Council, and Affembly of this Province,
and the Authority of the fame, That if any Vi&ualler or Keeper of any Pub-
lick Houfe within this Province, fhall, afeer the Firlt Day of Sanuary next,
truft any Seafaring Man, Sailor or Seaman, not being an’ Inhabitant of this
Province, and generally refiding in the fame, for any Sum or Sums of Money
above the Value of Five Shillings, in any Voyage, without Leave or Licence
from the Commander _of the Ship or Vellel, to which he belongs, upon
Pain of lofing their Debt. And if fuch Vicualler, or other Perfon keeping a
Publick Houfe, fhall take any Bond, Bill, Note, or Bill of Exchange, or any
other Specialty or Obligation, for any Debt contracted by any Sailor or Seaman
belonging to any Ship or Veflel, and not being an Inhabitant, as aforefaid, fuch
Bond, Bill, Note, or Bill of Exchange, or other Specialty or Obligation, fhall
be Void and of no Effett. .

A~ be itfurther Enacted by the Authority, Advice and Confent aforefaid,
That if any Victualler orKeeper of any Publick Houfe, as aforefaid, fhall enter-
tain or harbour any Sailor or Seaman, without Licence from the Mafter or
Commander of the Ship or Veffel to which he belongs, to the Delay and
Hindrance of the Bufinefs of fuch Ship or Veffel, or the Commander thereof, fuch
Victualler or Keeper of a Publick Houfe, or Houfe of Entertainment, fhall be
liable to, and incur the Pains and Penalties in the A& of Affembly of this Pro-
vince inflited on fuch as entertain and deal with Servants ; Any Law, Statute,
Ufage, or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

Provipep, That this A&, or any thing therein contained, fhall not extend
to the Mafter or Chief Mate of any Ship or Veflel.

Pafi’d November 15th, 1712, Rewvis'd June 3d, 1715.
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