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: At a Seflions of Affembly begun and held at the Port of Annae
3% polis, in the Province of Maryland on the Sixteenth Day
of March, Anno Domini 170, ' B

An A& for the Eftablithment of Religious Worfh’iph in this
44 Province according to the Church of England. And for the
Maintenance of Minifters. - -

ME T ORASMUCH as in a well-grourided Chtiftian Comthon-Wealth; e
- Matters concerning Religion and the Honour of God ought in the
ffirlt place to be taken into Confideration, and honeft Endeavours to at-
i tain to fuch good Ends countenanced” and encouraged, as being not only *
Bimoft acceptable to God, but the beft Way and Means to obtain his o
Mercy, and a Blefling upon a People or Country : ' |

Be it therefore Enacted by the King's moff Excellent Majefly, by and
with the Advice and Confent of this prefent General Affembly, and by
Authority of the fame, That the Book of Common-Prayer, and Advinifiration The Comoga
tbe Sacraments, and other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church according to the ,P“fi’ Pfg;‘,b'éﬂ‘ﬂt
Ufes of the Church of England, the Pfalter or Pfalms of David, and Morning awd ™" " "

vening Prayer therein contained, be {olemnly Read by all and every Minifter |

or Reader in every Church which now 1is or hereafter fhall be Settled o
and Eftablifhed within this Province; and that all Congregations 5%755&,? publick
and  Places for the publick Worfhip, according to the Ufage of the .
hurch of England within. this Province, for the Maintenance of whofe
inifters, and of the Perfons Officiating therein, any certain Income or
evenue i3, or fhall by the Laws of this Provitice be Eftablifhed, and
enjoyned to be raifed or paid, fhall be Deemed, Settled, and Eftablifh <
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c ed Churches. : ‘ .
> And for the En’courégement of Faithful and able Minifters Labouring
£ 48n the Work of the ofpel, to come and refide in this Provinces Be
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it Enaded by the Authority aforefaid, That a Tax or Affeflment of. Forty
ounds of Tobacco per Poll, be Yearly and every Year fucceflively Levied
tpon evety Taxable Perfon within each Refpc&tive Parith within this Pro-
Yince, as they have been, now are, or heteafter fhall be Laid out, .
Limited and Appointed by the Laws of this Province, and Entered upofl Forty Poundsof
Record, asthefaid former Laws therein did Dirett s which faid Aflefiment of fToCb;]fF".ﬂM. Poll
forty Pounds of Tobacco per Poll fhall always be paid and allowed to renance, Main:
fhe Minifter of each Refpective Parifh, having no other Benefice to Offi- }?“mf“”“Chhc to
te in, Prefented, Induéted, or Appointed by his Excellency the Go- "~ @ Clerk,
rnour or Commander in Chief for the Time being. And every fuch
glinifteris hercby required and enjoyned to appoint and conftantly to keep
} Clerk of fuch Parifh Church,and to pay and fatisfy fuch Clerk the Sum
& One Thoufand Pound of Tobacco Ytarly and every Year, out of

e faid -Forty per Poll. | | :
And to prevent all Illegal and unlawful Marriages, not allowable-by the
hurch of England,but forbidden by theTable of Marriage, Be i¢ Enaied by the No Minifter or o
gluthority aforefaid, That no Minifter, Prieft, or Magiftrate, fhall prefume therstoMusry con-
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