Tbc "Pu'blifher to the Redder.

; S tlus Vo]umn on]y contains the Publick Acts of Aﬂemb]y
; of the Province of Maryland, now in Force,
3 (which are not expefted to {peak, but where the
3 General Statutes of England are fi lcnt) tis prefumed
‘the Inhabitants of that Province, for whofe Ufe they were at
‘,§ firlt made, and are now Pubh(hed will be "principally con-
4 -cerned in ‘the Perufal of them ; ; notlvng of Curiofity to an
i indifferent Reader being to be Expelted in a Collection of
i thrs Nature.

3;? To t’hc(e Inhabitants; therefore, T Recommend this Work, by

which they may be acquamted wrrh the particular Laws of
theit Country, with much more Facility, than when the -only
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dcripts, ‘Lodged in the Hands of particular Officers, and nof
‘more than Twelw* or Fourteen of them in the ‘whole Province.

Tt was then Diflicult to come at the Body of thole Laws°
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(fer want of an Index and Margmal Notes) to find the
particular Law or Paragraph rcqmred So that without any
RefleCtion, it may be juftly Remarked, The Laws of the
Prowvince Iay fo obféure, tbdtgd_ﬁey were jmrcely known to thofe
i that were Dmmediately concerned—in the ?ndgzng of or Pleading
§ &y them.  And as to the Common Peopie, who were to.
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§ Labowr wunder an Involuntary Ignorance of ~ them 5 - and yet

Cl’revce againft the Law they knew not. A Cafe, indeed,;
s that wanted Remedy. o o
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{ do no lefls then )ufhfy the Encouragers of it, as I hope it
| WIU Encourage thc Underrakfr.l E -7

i The Laws themfelves afe fuch as have been eithier care
1 fully quﬁcd _during the Adminiftration of. his Excellency
| ?ob;z art Efq, prefent Governour, whilft he a&ed by a

{ Time, or fince, during the faid: YGovernour’s Adminiftration
3by Commiffion from the Right Honourable, the Lord Pre-
{ prietor 3., From whenge, ’tis haped, they are fo well adapted
C ’ q to

Recourfe they could have was to a few Ill-Written Manu-

and when the Body was come at, it was no lefs Diflicule

direCt their Altions by thofe Laws, they might almoft be faid To

¥ that JIgnorance_ could not excufe their Pumﬂnnfnt for an

The Nec’cﬁity therefore and Ufcfulncfs of the Work cgp. -

Hunmediate "Commiffion from the Crown or Enatted in thac' |
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