WILLIAM P4 C4d, Efg Governor. . Y7834,
An ACT concerning the admiffion and ‘qualification of folicitors
L " and attornies? e D

J HEREAS it is of, the higheft confequience, not only to the . fhitors, Picunble.

- but to the public, that no perfons’ thould ‘be -permitted to practife -as
. _attornies or folicitors, in the courts-of law or equity, or .in the court

- of admiralty or orphans courts, except  gentlemen of integrity, ability; and -
- known attachment to our prefent government, and -principles of liberty and
~‘independence, as ‘happily eftablithed by the late glorious revolution - o

IL 1Be it enadten, :
hereafter be permitted to act 4s an attorney or folicitor in this Rate,..or to fie oug, °f omies,
- as attorney or folicitor, any writ or procefs, ~or to commence, carry on or defend, =
any action or fitit, or any.other ,fp;occgdings! gither ‘hefore or after judgrhent ob.-
tained, in the name or names of .any perfon or .perfons, in any court of law. or
equity, or in the-court of admiralty or orphans courts, unlefs he thall ‘be 4 - -
fon of integrity, ability, and known and unqueftionable. attachment to oy pre- -
- fent government, and the principles of liberty and independence, and hath been,
or fhall hereafter be, admitted and enrolled, in the faid refpective courts, ag an
attorney or folicitor of the fime ; and that the chancellor, and the judges and
juftices 'r'cfpc&iVely,- thall have full power, at all times, to fufpend, remoéve; -of
ftrike out of the roll of attornies or folicitors, any fuch who ‘have been; or ma
hereafter be, admitted as attornies or folicitors, and who by them refpeively
may be confidered improper perfons to act as fuch, by reafon of ignorance, want
of integrity, or difaffection to the government of this ftate, on confideration: of
- all circumftances, and the whole conduc and behaviour of fich petfons; and
taking the oath of fidelity and fupport to this ftate, fince the preliminary articles

~of peace, by any perfon who was heretofore 2 nonjuror, fhall not be confidered
in itfelf as fufficient evidence of attachment to the government of this ftite; or
- affection to the independence of America, o T

L and 'he‘it enatted, That the chancellor, bef'of’re»vh'e admifs ah[}?pﬁ#mn é‘s a Chan.ceuo}?; |
folicitor of the court of chancery, and the refpective judges and “juflices of the cxminc pere:

B o . g R , o fons, &c.
courts of common law, admiralty and orphans courts, before they admit any -

perfon as an attorney of their refpeGive courts, are hereby authorifed and re.

- quired to examine, by fuch ways and means as to them refpectively thall feem

- proper, whether fuch perfon is fuitable and fit, with refpe@ to his knowledge,
abilities and integrity, and whether, on confideration of all circumftances, and

~ the whole conduct and behaviour of fuch perfon, he is well affected to the pre-

~ fent government of this ftate, and the principles of liberty and ‘independence, as -
- eftablifhed by the late revolution 3 and if the chancellor, or fuch judges or juftices

refpectively, fhall be thereby fatisfied that fuch perfon is duly qualified to be

- admitted to a& as a folicitor of the court of chancery, or as an attorney. of the
’refpe&ive'cnu:rts of common law, admiralty and orphans courts, then, and not

~otherwife, the chancellor, or fuch judges or juftices, as the cafe may be, are

~ authorifed to adminifter to fuch perfon the oaths directed by law to be ‘taken by

~ an attorney or folicitor, and to caufe him to be admitted an attorney or folicitor

- of fuch court refpeively. - ST SH

- IV. gnd be it enagted, That no perfon fhall hereafter be permitted to pradtife f,’srﬁms to re.

“ the law in this ftate, or admitted as an attorney or folicitor in any court of law pog e ogears
or equity, or in the court of admiralty or orphans court, unlefs he has been an tance, &.
inhabitant and fubje& of this or fome one of the United States, for two whole

 years next preceding his application to be admitted, nor unlefs, if he hath veen

~~ an inhabitant and fubje of 'fome other of the United States, he fhall have been

- regularly admitted an attorney or folicitor of fome court of -record in the ftate of
_which he was a fubje&, and fhall produce from the Judges or juftices of the fajd
court a certificate of his having been fo admitted, and alfo a certificate from the
judges of the faid court, or of the fupreme court, or from the governor of fuch

ftate, of his attachment to the principles of the late revolution. -

Tttt _ | - V. &an

by she general affimbly, of Manyland, That no perfon. fhall Quaifcuion

3




