BENEDICT LEONARD CALVERT, Efq; Governor. 1729,

III. 4nb to the End no honeft Debtor that hath not fled from the Place orCHAP.
Country where he contracted his Debt, nor wilfully abfconded himfelf, or No ocik
fled from Juftice, fhall be furprized by unneceffary and vexatious Suits at Law, Dcbt, &
Be it Enaited, &y the Authority, Advice and Confent aforefaid, That no Per- ﬂ"}"rbg {t‘“d'
fon whatfoever, refiding or trading in or to this Province, their Executors, demanded of
Adminiftrators, Agents, Factors, or Affigns, fhall, for any Sum or Sums of the Debror at
Tobacco or Money, due and owing to him by Account upon Book, or other- i‘;;,ffi‘;‘f"
~ wife, (and for which the Debtor hath not pafled his Hand and Seal to fuch his-
Creditor) fue and implead fuch Debtor, his Executors, or Adminiftrators, in
any Court of Record within this Province, unlefs he fhall firft, demand and |,
require the fame of fuch Debtor’s proper Perfon, or otherwife, at the Habj-
tation or Place of Refidence of the faid Debtor, in the County where he
fhall dwell: To prove which Demand, the Creditor's or Demandant’s own
Oath fhall be fufficient-; and if the Debtor be not at home to be fpoke with, or by a Note
then fuch Demandant fhall leave a Note under the Hand of fuch Creditor or left for him.
Demandant, or thofe he thall impower to receive the fame, with the Time, and
to whom the fame fhall be paid, and if thereupon, the fame be not paid accord-
ingly, then it fhall and may be lawful for fuch Creditor to fuc and implead fuch
his Debtor, and recover againft him all fuch Cofts and Damages, as upon
legal Trial in any Court of this Province, having Cognizance of the Caufe,
thall be adjudged as before the making this A&. '

IV. Butin cafe any Perfon or Perfons fhall fue and implead fuch his Debt- Creditor fu-
or as aforefaid, without making Demand as aforefaid, and the Debtor plead if"gh“’]i)‘h“‘
. that the Debt was never demanded, by fuch Plga the Debtor fhall be taken ,::nd, Thait
to admit the Plaintiff’s Declaration to be good, “and fhall only put the De- lofe his Cofts,
mand in Ifflue; which Iffue, if the Plaintiff do not join, then the Plaintiff
fhall be taken to have made no Demand, and fhall only have Judgment for his
Damages, and fhall lofe all his own Cofts : And if the Plaintiff join in Iffue
upon the Demand, and it be found againft him, then the Plaintiff thall lofe
his own Cofts, and pay Cofts of fuch Trial to the Defendant ; yet the faid
Plaintiff fhall have Judgment to recover his Debt or Damages for which he

fues, or for fo much thereof as appears due upon Balance.

V. and be it further Enaied, That if any Debtor or Debtors, be fued by Account
any Creditor or Creditors, for any Sum or Sums of Money or Tobacco, due fraced in
upon the Debtor’s Aflumption, or due by Bill or Bond, under the Hand and ved, fhall be
Seal of the faid Debtor, and the Debtor confefs the Aflumption, or fuch Part difcounted.
thereof as he fhall think fit to plead Difcount to, and acknowledge his A&
or Deed, but faith further, that he hath an Account of his own againft the
Creditor, that hath arifen due to the Debtor fince the pafling fuch Bill or
Bond, or after fuch Aflumption as aforefaid, which he defires may be dif-
counted ; or fhall give any Account proved according to the Diretions of
this A&, and lodged or filed in Court, in Evidence upon the General Iffue;
it fhall and may be lawful for the Juftices before whom fuch Matter fhall be
depending, upon good Proof made of fuch Account, to caufe the fame (al-
though of a lefs or inferior Nature) to be difcounted in Court, and give Judg-
ment thereupon againft the Defendant, for fo much only as fhall be remain- -
ing to the Plaintitf, with Coft of Suit: Provided the Balance exceed Four In what Cafe
Hundred Pounds of Tobacco, or Three and Thirty Shillings and Four-pence fr;:;{ll fel“l:l“;f
in the County Court; and Fifteen Hundred Pounds of Tobacco, or Six fuited
Pounds Five Shillings Sterling in the Provincial Court; otherwife the Plain-

tiff fhall be Non-fuited, as by other Laws are provided.

VI. |Proviven neverthelefs, That nothing in this A& contained, fhall be But the Pro-

_ . . e . cr1i vincial Court
conftrued to give the faid Provincial Court any other Jurifdiction, than what to have no o-

is agreeable to the A& of Affembly for relieving the Inhabitants of this they Jurifdic-

Province from fome Aggrievances in the Profecution of Suits at Law ; any tion, than is
agrecable to

thing herein contained to the contrary notwithftanding." | 1314, ch. 4.
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