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1729, 15 CHARLES Lod BALTIMORE.

¢

~ C H A P. XX. |

An AGT providing what fhall be good Evidence to prove Foreign
and other Debts ; and to prevent vexatious and unneceffary Suits
at Law, pleading Difcounts in Bar, and for repealing an A& of
Aflembly therein mentioned. L. L. N© 5. fol. 294.

I'he exem- BQE it Gnaded, &y zhe Right Honourable the Lord Proprietary, by and

Pafied 8
Augufl 1 729.

}’)lg;‘ft‘:‘;‘}"lfg with the Advice and Confent of bis Lordfbip’s Governor, and the Upper
cord, under and Lower Houfes of Affembly, and the Authority of the fame, That all
owl of the * Debts of Record, whether by Judgment, Recognizance, Deed Enrolled, and
be fufficien: upon Record, the Exemplification thereof under the Seals of the Courts
Proofthereof. where the faid Judgment was given, or was Recorded, fhall be a fufficient
n}llf’%’z{)f;’ Evidence to prove the fame. And that all other Debts, by Bonds, Bills, Ac-
thall be pro- counts, or otherwife, that fhall; from and after the Publication hereof, be
“fdt}‘:g’gl‘?‘ fent hither to be put in Suit againft any Perfon whatfoever, living or refiding
nefles before Within this Province, fhall be proved by the Odths of the Witnefles thereto,
tome Magil- or any of them, before fome Magiftrate, in the Prefence of a Notary Public,
fnceof 4 who fhall atteft that the Oath or Oaths, was, or were, o taken; and that
Notary I'ub- the Perfon before whom it, ot they, fhall be taken, thall then be a Magiftrate,
lic, or other Officer lawfully authorized thereto, of the County or Place where-
_ foever it thall happen the faid Bonds or Bills fhall be fent from; at which
E‘Ifi:;t’f}}:c Time, and before which Public Notary, or other public Officer, thall be
Creditor hail prefent the Creditors, who fhall then likewif¢, before fuch Magiftrate, or
alio make  gther public Officer of the Place, fo authorized, upon his Corporal Oath,
Oath, declare, << That the faid Debt, or any Part thereof (faving what the faid Cre-
““ ditor grves Credit for) is not fatisfied, or that there are not any other Accounts

““ between the faid Creditor and Debtor, for wbich the faid Creditor may be like-

““ wife indebted to the faid Debtor, to the Value of the Jaid Debt, or any Part

““ theéreof, for any Matter or Thing accrued fince the Date of the faid Bond, Bill,

““ or Inflrument ; or whether the faid Creditor bat) not given the faid Debtor any

O be font. to. -+ Releafe for the fame;” to be fent, together with the Proofs, from under the
cetherwith  Hands and Seals of the faid Magiftrate, and Public Notary, or other Public
the Proofs, . Officer thereunto appointed ; which, if the Creditor fhall refufe or negleé to
e perform or do, then the faid Matter or Thing, by the faid Public Notary, or
the Magi- ~ other Officer, fo by them certified as aforefaid, fhall not be received as Evi-
e and Ne- dence to prove the faid Debt.  And if the faid Creditor be dead, and his Exe-
The Executor cutor, or Adminiftrator, fhall fue any Debtor upon any fuch Bond, Bill, or
of fuch Cre-- Account, the Executor or Adminiftrator, in like Manner, before fuch Ma-
hall. in Ll giftrate, to be attefted as aforefaid, or other Officer for that Purpofe appoint-
manner, — ed, fhall fet forth and declare, upon their Oath, ¢ Whether or no they have
mike Oty oe "0t heard the Creditor in_ bis Life Time, acknowledge that Debt, or any, and
““ what Part thereof, to be fatisfied ; or whether or not (upon Sight of the Cre-

““ ditor’s Books, Writing, or Accounts) they bave not feen Credit given to the

““ Debtor fince the Day of the making the faid Bills, Bonds, or beginnings of

which thall ¢ the Accounts fo fued for :” All which, in like Manner, is to be certified by
ied o the Public Notary, or other Officer thereunto appointed, under his Hand and
3eal, to be fent to this Country, together with the Teftimony of the Wit-

nefles, or any of them, that have teftified to the faid Bonds, Bills, Aceounts,

or otherwife; all which, if the faid Executor or Adminiftrator, refufe or

prilinot “negle to do, then the faid Matter and Thing, by the Public Notary, or other
in Evidence. Officer appointed, as aforefaid certified, fhall not be received in Evidence for

valid againft the Debtor.

'I'he Plain- II. Qno be it Enaled, by the Authority aforefaid, That all and every the
‘if_’ﬁmfl‘l‘°fi‘m Attorney and Attorneys, who fhall be employed in the Profecution of fuch
Ec;\'llri;)' for Suit, fhall put in Security to pay the Defendant all fuch Cofts and Charges
Cots, as {hall be by the Defendant in that Cafe expended, in cafe the Plaintiff be

caft 1in the Suit.
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