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The Dyine Apvice of @« GREAT MAN (cthe late Lord

Prefident of Scotiand ), acko avas wwell acquairted wich the
World, and kneay it's avhole Worth,
By WILL conclude with thar, which is the moit
B 1 % important of all other Things, and which aione
& s willcarry every Thing e'fe along with w; which
it s, to recommend in the mett {o.emn and furiocs

Manner, the Study and Praci ce of Religion to al
Sorts of Men, as that which is both rt4e Light of the iZsrid ord
the Salt of tée Earth. No:hing dous fo open our Facuites,
and compofe and dire® tie whole Man, s an inwaid Sewfe of
GOD, of his Auinority over us, ot the Laws he has fet us,
of his Eye ever upon us, of his hearing our Prayers, aliitting
our Endeavours, watching over our Concerns, aunu of his being
to judge, ard toreward or pumth us in. arother dtae acuorii. g
to what we do in this{ Nothing wili give a Maa {2ch a Deeaf
tation of Sin, and fuch a Senfe of the Goodnels of Gav, ana
of our Obligations to Holirefs, as a right Uacesftanding anz a
firm Belief of the Chriftian Religion: Nothing can give 2 Maa
fo calm a Peace within, and {ach & firm sciumiy againit 2l
Fears and Dangers without, as the Jeiicf o a kind and wae
Providence, and of a Future State.  Anu lutegrity of Heirt
gives 2 Man a Courage, and a Corfidence that cannot te tha.
ken: A Man is fure, that by iiving according to tie Rules of
Religion, he becomes the wifck, the befl, and happiett Crea
ture he is capable of beirg. Honcft Incuilry, the employirg
his Time well, and a conftunt Sobriety, an uucef eu Puricy and
Chafticy, with a quiet Serenity, are ti.e beft Prefervers of Life
aod Hea.th: So that take a Man as a fingie Individual, Reli-
gion is his Guard, his Perfc@tion, bis Bauty zed his Glory
‘Fhis will make him the Ligke of the 14rld, fhining brighily,
acd enlightening many rourd about him.

Then take 2 Man as a Piece of Mankind, as a Citizen of the
World, or of any particalar State, Religion is then :nceed the
§alt of the Earth: For it makes every Man 1o be, 10 ali the

:3eft of the World, whatfotver any ore can with Reaivn with
. 7r defire him w0 be.  He is true, jult, honett, and fuithfal, in
the who'c Commerce of Life ; dong to all OthIS* that which
ke would hive others do to him: Heis a Lover of Markusc,
ard of his Counury : He may and ought to love fcme mose
than others ; but he has an Ex:ent of Love to all, of Pity and
Compaflion, not only to the pooreft, but to the work; for the
worfe any are; the more they are t0 be pitied. He has 2 Com-
placency acd Delight in all that are tru'y, tho' defectively,
good; and a Refped and Vene:ation :or all that arc eminest-
ly fo: He mouras for the Sins, and rejoices in the Virtues, of
all tnat are round about him: In every Relation of Life, Re-
ligion makes him anf{wer zll Lis Obligatiors: It will make
Princes jut and good, faithful to their Premiles, and Lovess of
the People: It will infpire Subje@s with Refpeét, Submiffion,
Obedicnce, and Zeal for their Prince: It wiil fanéity Wed.
lock to te a State of Chriftiaa Friendthip, a:nd mutuai Aifit-
ance: It will give Parents the truelt Love to the:r Chiidren,
with a proper Care of their Education: It will command the
Returns of Gratitude and Obedience from Children: It will
teach Mafters to be gentle and careful of their Servants; and
Servants to be faithful, zealous, ard diligent in their Mafter's
Corcerns: It will make Friends tender and true to one ano-
ther; it will make them gererous, fzithful, and difintereited :
It will make Men live in their Neighbourhood as Members of
one common Body, promoting firlt the general Gsod of the
whole, and then the Good of every Particular, as far asa
Man's Sphere can go: It will make Judges and Magiftrates juff
a0d patient, hating Covetoufnefs, and maintaining Peace and
O-der s vt Pt © 17 “ns- Tr will make Peoole live

2bout them. This will make Paflors faithful 1o their Traft,
tend:r 10 their People, and watchfal over them; ard i will
bzpet in tac People an Efteem for their Perfons ard Fuc&ions.

‘Thus Reliz on, if truly received ard fincerely adhered to
wou.d prove the greateft of all Blefli:gs t0 a Nation. Bt by’
Religicn, I underftard fomewhat more than the recciving (orme
Dpclrincs, tho' ever fo true, of the rofefling them, and enga~
ging to fupgort them, not without ica! and Eagen:fs, What
fign 1y the belt Doctrines, 'if Men do no: live fg ra~ly t0 them;
if they have not a due I.fuence upon their Theughs, theiz
Pm‘:c' ples, and their Live. !  Men of bad Lives, withoat found
O;‘nr;!ox;'s, are felt condemned, and lie under a tighly aggrava-
wa Guil; ror will the: Heat of a Pariy, anfing out o Literef
anc smanzged with Fury a-d V.olence, cecmpenfate fo. the il
Lives of juca fa.fe Pretencers to Zeal ;- while they are a Dii-
grace to that which they picfefs, ard feem fo hot for, By Re-
iigizn 1 co not mean an outward Compliance wich Form« and
Cuttom-, in going to Chutch, to Prayess, to Sermons, 2:d 0
Sacraments, with an external Shew of Devotion, or which is
muse, with fome inward {orced good Thoughts, in which ma-
1y may fauay taembives; while this has no vifible Eféét on
tieir Lives, nor any inward Force to fubdue and refufy tBeis
Appetires, Pofions, and fecrer Defigni,  Thofe ccitom-ry Per-
fo::mpce.v, how good and ulefui 1Gever, when well underftood
and righty diretted, are of iitte Value when Men rcf on
trem, wnd <hink, that becavle trey ¢o them, they have :here:
fuie aciquitied themfelves of their Duy, the' they continue
il pio.u, covetous, full of Decc't,"'linvy ard Malice :, Even
{ecret Praycr, the moft effe@eai of all other Means, is defigned
for 2 higher End ; which is, to pofiefs cur Minds with fuch a
cozftant and prefent Senle of divine Truths, as may make thefe
live in us, and govern us; and to draw down fuch Affiftances,
as may exalt and fan@ify our Natures. .

So thzt by Religion I mean fuch a Senfe of divine Ttuth, as
¢ntersintoa Mar, and becomes a Spring of a new Natiwe with-
i kim; reforming his Thoughts aud Defigne, punfying his
Heart, ard fan@ifying him and governing his whole Deport-
raen:, his Words as well as his Actions ; convincing him that it
is not enough not to be fcandaloufly vicious, or to be innocent
in his Couverfation, but that he moit be em rely, uniformly,
ard conitantly pure and virtuous ; animating him with Zeal to
be Il betier ard better, more eminently good and exemplary,
uliag Prayers and all outwa:d Devotions &s folemn Aéts, teflia
fying what he is inwaraly and at Heart, ard as Methods infti-
tuied ty Goo, to be fliil advancing in the Uie of them turther
and fur.her, intc a more refined ard fpiritual Senfe of civine
Mater:.  T'his is rue Religion, which is the Perfeétion of hu-
man Nawure, and the Joy and Delight of every one, that feels
it active and firong within him: It is tree, dhis is not arrived
at ail at once; and it will have an unhappy Allay, hanging
long, even about a gocd Man: But as thoie ili Mixtures are
the perpetual Grict of his Scul, {o i: it his chief Care to watch
cver acd mortify them; he will be in a continual Progrefs,
fti.l gaining Grouad upon himfelf; ard as .h'_c attains to a good
Degree cf Purity, he will nd a noble Flame of Life and Joy
growing upon him. Of this I write with the more Concern
and Emouion, becaufe I have felt this the only true, ard indeed
the only Joy, which runs (brough a Man®s Heart and Life:
Ivis chat which has been for many Years my greateft Support ;
I rejoice daily in it; I feel from it the Earueft of that fupreme
Joy which 1 pant and long for : I am fure.there is nothing elfa
<an afford any true or compleac Happinefs. fhavc. confider-
ing. my Sphere, feen a great deal of ajl thag is’ tempting .and
fh.uing in this World : The Pleafures of - enfe I cid {500 nau-
feate; lotrigues of S:ate, and the Cordul of Affairs, havé
fomething in them rhat i 21 ] was for mai ¥
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