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{ The Rzﬁ;aiizd:r'gf the Letter begun in'our-lafl. ) .

S IS Lori’.ﬁijp,”}as I have heard, purfuing the Plan,of -

< g e an A& ot Aflembly that before exittea, but which
e °' S "was thed expifed, publifhed a Proclamation fome
Eep&¢  Year ago requinng his Officers not (0 take greater

. Fees than are there mentioned. But I never un-
desitood before that any ove looked upon it.as a Jega/ Reitraint
on the Juftices from taxing or on the other .
ging kigher or lowwer than it dire€ls. Common Senfe informs us
were ovght to be one uniform Rule for regulating Cofts, which
the feveral County-Courts cou!d rot have all failen upon, un-

ieis this Proclamation had iflued, or {ome general Direction of,

the like Kird, as theré¢ wai'ro Law in Force at the Time for
that Purpofe. Yet as ibe juftices, both in ihe Provincial Court
and the Inferior Jurifcictions, were generally Gentlemen of the
bett Fortunes and Chardéters in the Colony, and wpon their
Qarh to0 be impartial, it was a Jirange Want of Charity to pre.
fume they would have taxed the Fee, according to the Prucla-
mation,. unlefs they had thbught it reqfonalle, and not, as this
Auihor has infinuated, « great Impsfition on the People.  Liti-

gious Perfons whom I never pitied, and whofc guarrefime Hu-

mours I thould be always ‘glad to fee rfrainld, are oniy afiedt-
ed by 2. They may irdeed think it beavy now,
whole Produce 1s not fufficient to cloath them with the coarfelt
Manufaures, and yet before the War, it wis wery light, when,
afier making a comiorable yearly Provifion for their Families,
theyhad hulf ther Crops lett 10 fpend or go to Law with as
their Inclinations Jead them. As to the Fees of the other Ofi;
cers, tho' they are not «galy bourd, as was before oblerved,
from chargisg more thaa 15 direéted by the Proclamation, yet
- in Gratitude they are obliged to obferve it; fo that it appears
kis Lorafhip intended it as a awbolefome Reftraint on his Officers,
and to prevent them from running into Exorbitances. But:the
Inhabitants were reverthelefs as much at Liberty to difpute fuch
Charges, if they imagined them to be too much, as they are in
any common Cafe. Therefore it was abjurd to z.lege thar ei-
ther Sort of Fees are taken without Law, and ftill more {o to
: afiert that the latter are taken without Contra&t ; for every one
knows if he employs another to do him any Kind of Service,
he-iesplicitly agrees to pay him as much as it is worth, tho™ he
qoes not exprefily contraét for the Price. .
ApMITTING the Proclamation had been faulty in fome Par-

Defedls, and will requite frequent Amendments; yet was this
a Time to libel the Government on that Account, when it dif
covers the greateft Difpofition to reform the ‘Abufes that may
- have crept mnto it, and which it was impofiibie for his Lorathip
at fucha Difiance 10 prevent? At this Time [ fay when his
Excellency has been pleafed to declare in the mog? foicmn Man-
ner, that he will make it hisconffant Rule never to propafe any
- 'Thing 'as'a Gowersor, that he would not approve as a Planter,
No Man:could have been guilty of fuch a wickéd defperare At-
tempt; that was not'ready and willing to facrifice the Profperity
of 3 whole Province, to'his own felfif5, paultry, bye Ends.
" Arv jup? ‘Power is origivally dérived from the People, and
given by them for their Protedtion. And therefore, Gentle-

" ‘thén you will'aft the Part of frue Patriots, and yet wery confif-

“sently -fupport‘bat Charafder, if at any Time hereaiter you
fhould And yourfelves reduced to the snbappy Necéfity-of oppo-
fing It avben mifapplied. -~ 1 S

Gevirikisint without goed Officers. ' But how can, we expelt o
have'{u¢h, if the Fees annexed t6 Offices Modld be /o fmall,
that 'none but needy and ignorant Perfons fhould think it worth
their While to acceps of them? In {ush & Cafe, inftead of bo-
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ficers from char-

whea their |

ticulars ; for the beft human Regulations are not without their,

men, -as ‘one of your Conflituents, ‘I hope you will for Ovs ,
& Saxesfopport It avirh all your Facxlties, fince “we have the -
8 -frongef i furances that it viill be exerciled for pur Benefir 5 and .

Tt is 2 Contradi@tion in Terins o aflert there ‘¢an be a geod
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, ing proteded in.oup Rights, and rédreffed from. Wrongs, both
would be confounded, and we thould be overwhelmed with Floods
of Knawery and Nonfenfe, Befides, fuch Sort of Men“when
placed in Offices, .from the firong Sémptations they would be
then under, which they had never before been accuffomed to re-
fift, or raughs-to fubdue, would bardly fail to exert every Kind
.of Joww Craft to ftir up Suits and rovive antiguated Claims, and
raife and soment Contentions amongit Neighbours;’ \yh{'reby
that Spirit of Benewolence, without w%ﬁch"no Society an_long
fubfift, as thofe Philofophers who' have fees farthef? into the
Compofition of human Nature have obferved, would be'very
much aveakened, if rot quite extinguifbed. Nor fhould we fave
any Thing by this feeming Frugality; for the Multplicity of
Atlions would incrgfe the Fees-much higher than would fatif-
ty Gentlemen of Fortune ard Reputation, who would, mot be
_hable to the jfame Temptations as the othérs miift inevitably be
fubjeét to;. and befides they would be reftrained by a Senfe of
Honour or Shame from' purfuing any vile' Praflicés. - And.if a-
ny oi them fhould, the reft we mighe Sope would join in having
the Offender punithed. But in the other Cafe ‘they' would al-
ways be fure to {creen one another, . and we could never expel?
to fee ary of them brought to- Juftice, ~however flagrans their
_Extortions and Oppreflions might appear. -~ - = <& .
“Tus Encmies to'an Infpe€ting Law, having been fdhefidly-
_beat out ofiall their lurking Holes aiid Comners, have nowj:‘é 0-
ther'Methad left-to deprive us of it than to perfuade 67 Re-
prefentatives tosreduce the Fees; that are: to-be contdined ifi
the fame Bill, fo /w, as 10 oblige his Excelléncy to refe? it.
But thén let them not toll us-afterwards that fuch a Reduﬂion
,was neceffary for our Sakes, unlefs they can prove o us at~tlic
fame Time, that for our Sakes all Government thould' be f#drm.
pledunder. Foot: . IR . S SR
THo' we may lofe the Law this Year,-I make no Qadltion
of our obtaining it the next. When any Thing ‘s propo
that has a Tendency. to promote the real Intereft of the People,
the smare it is confider’d and debated,” the mere Ground it will
gain amongft them; for-we are not fuch Fools as /ome Perfons
imagine us to be. ..But in'ghe mean Time many of us will be
runed thro' the Want of fuch a Regulation. I mutt beg'Eedve,
Geatlemen, to lay wy Cafe before you,which rhayeic rafily
applied to the Circumftances-of others. -1 now owe abodt five
thoufand W eight of Tobacco, which is the Crop I ufually mizke
c'car of Trafh, which I cannot pay before the next Yeari'If
an Infpecting Law.pafles, I hope to- difchargé my Debt' with
four Hogfheads, and then I fhall have one Jeft; which'vith‘a-
nother that 1 may have Credit for, will furnith me with as ma-
ny Neceffaries as I can now buy for five.! But-if the ‘Law
. thould not take place this Year, and I can-have Cieditithe
next, | fhall probably then, as Goods will:be always rifing 4p-
on us, be fix Hogfheads in Debt; and theréfdre the Lofs"of the
. Bill this Seflions will be a-Lofs to me of ‘five thoufand Weig
of Tobacco at leaft, fuppofing the Merchant who i3 noy ptef-
fing now for his Debt, :as he expeéts to receive~it-InfPeited,

. does not: put my -Judgment Bond in Suit; which, - under the

prefent Scarcity of Goods, I was obliged o _give hith ;- 'fof

. he thquid I.muft fell one of my Slaves, who is half*théSifg- .

_port of my Family. - I am, with the gredteft Refped, -
Gentleruen; R

Your moft obedieat'burble Serwanty* 34
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Y/ train of artillery, no lefs than- 156 ‘plecesrof-Bluerin
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cannon.aud 100-martat;being expeed herd w0'diylortdifio
row from Douay. The defigns both of marfhal Saxe and the
duke of Cumberland are kept inviolably fecret; but we foon
expe& foms Enterprise of Importance, The Allies, whowfay
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