Fromthe GeNtieman's Macazing for May, 1745,
Old England Journal, May 11. _
Adwirals and Sca-Officers not promotedssecording to Merit,

i@ 28 E have been fo unfortunate in almol all our En-
"#e terprizes at Sea, and fuch flagrant Miicondu&

W g has appeared in the late Engagement in the Me-
diterranean, that we fhould now ferioufly enquire
into the' Merits of Men -appointed to command
Fleets in chief. It is now become a national
Concern, nor are the Diitintions of Whig or Tory, of the
Ceaniry or Court Party, fufficient Reafons tor the Promotion of
Cficers, but Abilicies azd Experience alone ; and indeed would
M:nuters really confider their own Interett, they would place
Men of great Abilities in the important Commands at leaft,
wna'ever was done with regard to the leffer and more inconfi-
derable Employments. Nor are Mimdfters to wait for Retom-
mendations of particular Men, but to know the Charaéters of
#il e Ufiicers o/ Bank and Sianding ; to have Lifts of fuch by
them, and pever to dilufe an old Officer without the greatet
Reaton. Nothing is fo popular a Confideration as long Servi-
ces and Seniority ; People are naturally, and with great Reafon,
prepofietied in favour of Experience. Befides, an Emulation
and Spirit of . excelling is raifed in all fubaltera.Officers; they
take tae Pains to know the Varieties of Service, and to behave
weil, when they 2re not to he injured in.their Promotion either
y Men of Interelt in a Borough, by Brothers or Relations of
Members of Parliament, .by Members of Parliament themfelves,
by Noblemens Sons or Relations or Agguaintance, or even by
Noblemen themfelves. The preferring Men out of their Turns
for fome of thefe Reafons, 2nd the not pupithing them after--
wards for Mifcondut, have begn the Means of {preading this
general Difpiritednefs and Cowardice in our Fleer; this Diire-
ard to all rater and Reputation; which have been the
Caufe of fuch nitional Lofles in every Refpet. When Men-
are not rewarded for Courage, Experience, Knowlege, Difin-
tereftednefs ; nor. punithed for Cowardice, Negle&, Ignorance,
and M_er(_:eparine{s; we muft expa& to fee Poverty, Prottitution,
and Timidity, the moft abject and felfith Qualities, the general
-baraleriftics of our Nation. There muft be Incentives to no-
ble Actions, and- Difcouragesnents to thofe that are baie; wi-
umphal Arches erefed ‘for the one, Pillories and Gibbgts for
the other: A Corruption in all the Branches of Government, a
w Jobhing about Places, Votes and Intereft at Ele@ions, and
ty of providing for Tools, with an intire Difregard of

People ; Q. 0th 2 King and his Couatry,
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ﬂibut Money, niuft ‘be the inevitable Ruin of.any

. .

Who, that has not the moft exalted Notions of Honour anl
Love of his Country, would fight-in Lires of Battle with « cer-
tainty of Danger, from whence he could expect no Profit, and
knew that whatever Bravery or Judgment he might thew in Ac-
tion, it would not add to his Pretenfions for riling in the Ser-
vice? But every Man knows that by the ta-ing o Merchant-
men, and getting a Fortune, he has the infallioie Means of ¥iu
fing in his own Hands. Are we not then 1o expe&t that” Gy
cers will leave therr Stations and their Convoys, in order to
cruize afier Merchantmen, and to get Riches fufficient for buy-
ing a Borough; efpscially when there is no Probabiligy of being
punithed, even if they are called before 2 Court Marial, .

Have not, undeniably, the moft-knowing and able Comman-
ders been frequently laid afide of late? This has been the Cafe
even in this War, with Lieuterants, Captaina, and Admirals 3
who have become at once, and againft their Will, an ufelefs
Burthen to their Country, and fubje to Dithonour in their own
Perfons. They have been ‘put upon Half-pay, and new Offi-
cers made-in their Room with adequate Salaries. I% not this

-properly multiplying Officers, and increafing Expences to”«‘ggg

own Difadvantage ; paying more to be worle ferv’d "
How little has been done at Sea during this Way, how vex.;
trifling in Comparifon of the -Fleets equippd, and the Supplica
given! This may, with Reafon, be attribatad chiefly to tl;a.no',-,
minating Officers unequal to, and unfit for the Commands tq
which they have been appointed. Men thoild never be madg
Admirals of Fleets, in chief at leat, who had nevér.been Cofy
rpoderes and Commanders of Squadrons, or not for 2o Yp'
perhaps at Sea. Did we ever want experienced Officers {o.muck,
as now, and yet have great Numbers of them been laid, afidg,

and others created in their Room, uaexpe‘riencedia-ﬁgmmggd;; i

. /;!fter a few moré Rofle@ions the Writer gives the ﬁllawz;;
L

Sea Officers employed,
Sir Chaloner Ogle, i’
Admiral Davers,

. Not employed,
Sir John Norris,
Admural Vernon,

Admiral Rowley, Earl;of Granard,
Admiral Martin, Aamiral Lefiogk, -
édmxraldMgdiey, Comimodore Graves,.

ommodore -Admiral’ Anfon, '
Cemmodore A:Brofe. ‘

‘Commodore Gafcoigne,
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Containing the frefbeft Advices Foreign and Domefiic.
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