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WASHINGTON CITY, April 27,

On Friday the Wasp faled fram the Lftern
Branch for Englanl. Mr Purviance 15 &
p2> tnJler. _ |

We have received late Lomrdon preass, cone.
ta:ming in gr at deta’l the trial ”T: Sie Home
l’uphum fur an :{”t:.h: d rea oot nr.]t'r:i l.!l
leavins the Cape of Good H o p= on the cxpedie
tion wh.oh tssued in the caprurse ol 131enns
Ayres. Altbovgh, inabi hdegr e ater g,
it1.teolon Z by pnfert oo oenties 1 ipts +1 Titiln.
There 1y, hovvever, vie ot a_f e f winich we
shail TEI“—I‘JIIJEI all tlie at = f'I'L".I.T'.itLH.'_‘C‘,
b part 2 oich proxeis that Yoo ."'.:'i ¢ x;',lw: Lo
g, g iact aned by Teexo e Hitiasld ddineisirde
Livn, :It{f‘f’nf ticaler f'_.' Nyt it

We ltave Lk w e recoived o ;;:m;r'ﬂ:', con-
tanny an abrilze i view of the arnwasa’s ot
cout-el inth lreexuinain ot A ron burr,
at Wicoamond; bhur a4s tae p-i;‘..'u'.lti INE [rr!-tt_'ft-
ed by aconv rght, we are pr prted trooy re-
putlt lmag the tpeeches at the 1.1.:'.1.;*11 they are
given, and to give cnly an abridyemens of an
abridgement w uld L vers unfatragrory.

\We have allo received “hie Fronch Momteur
to the 5th of Mar h, and the l'.t*_nlc:} Gacetie
to the 31 of the furve month, “Lhe i_np;:l_- N
news of much importance, but catanm l.r:‘\'tfl' il
intercfiing dotais wiich we shall nouce 12 our
ICXt.

BE =
RICIIMOND, April 24

On Satwdiy mermnitg laft two builhings on
the Crows Street near Shochoe warehiouse,
were consum_«d by thre. Oune of them the
countisphicuse of W Browa & Co—tli= o-
ther 1 dwelhng liouse. M the prpers and :wukiﬁ
ot the company, anl maoll of the arudies ot
va'ue were saved. Forrtunaraly the awr was
fortecfs culm, or the warehouse, wi.h all the
1. bacco in it, muit have been dedroned

On Wednesday night, another iire boke cut
Vin a kitchien back cof Mr. Winlton’s  harter?
shep, occupied by J o H. Fasbeader., waich-
maher It was entirely consumed. 2o olucer
loss was sultained,

eHARLESTON, April 15,

Extract of aletter, received reflordac, Oy the Ce
» freh,c.-::ﬁ.‘.._Jn__Ii':__ir.frqr,./f-ygu_qf_:__{'{:u- entmercdnin €

bouse in L.iveron . e e

¢ I'he rumours which have been {ov !_umc
vime in circulation of signal tucceiles oiitame |
over the French on the contrient, v pan Q
great meafure proved to be uuflumi.:_l p Lo ton,
which became pre:ty bt‘i_hk on the il,ulh ot lht'.it:
rcports has tudered considerable de ression
poin* of fale—thg prices are fteadily mIin-ained
nor do we imxﬁw, from the pres=ut luf.v -
ces, the article will fuiler any material diminu,

t1011.

PRICE CURRENT.

- Cptton, Sea-ltland 228, 2s 3l
Clean and good Stayple 218. 25. 2:l.
Upland 158. 17 1-‘2:}.
Ncw Grleans 17S. 19d.

derican,
AND

Commercial Duily Aduvertiscr.

o — i —

FRID.Y, MY 1, 18(7.

The following interefting article, communi-
cated for publication in the American, 1s frem
the pen of Gen. Wilkinfon. It has been on
hand fome time, and we embrace the opportu-

) upplement to the American.
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enterprise, our progressive wealth and im- flections w: might have added the im-< i 2
pro ements, whilethey affect the fears ot © portant fact, that on the 12th July, 1776, ’
s e nations, may excite the jealousy ot two B itih frigates and three tenders .-

others , and it 1s a military axiom, that passed all our batteries at New-York, in
precautinon is the parent of safety, apd  the fare of dayv, and in the presence of
scecurity theprecursor ot misfortunes— —Gonral Washington, who obser.es on | - ‘
Our natural indolence discourages ab-  the occasion in his letter to the President
strast enquiry, and to save the lobhour of of Congress, ¢ T'hey ran past our batte-
I nestigration, we too frequentive with blind - ries upthe North River without recciving .
contrrlence, adopt the opinion of othurs 3  any certain damage that [ could percerve,
honce general conclusio s are deduced n l\Vitllstam]ing a heavy and incessant
fro:n sol ary incidetse I'ashion beguiles  cannonade was kept up from ounr several
the understandiny—names sunction ervors  batteries here, as well as that from Paulus
—ta sc 1duas obtain, and the torrent of o- Ho k.” | |
pinion bears down the judizment. 1Thus much is premised to palliate past
To exemplify these tri s in their ap.  eriors—to ail future enquiries, and illus-
plication to military hfe, we need but re- trate the subiect of these reflections,
t uspect the conduct of th: French and  warch may not I hope be deemed either
B ish enxinecrs, pending the condict of  presumptucus or atfected.
those nauons oh this contraent, and re- {n the course o’ duty some ycars since,
view the systens of defence adanted nnt I had oecasion to direct my attention to
ong since for the protection of cur tuwns  teveral of oar most inportant sea ports,
axd barbours. an | their defences, which [ found not one-
The first posts erected on the frontiers 1y insufficient to resist invasions, but to
of the Dritish Chulonies and ol Cancda, 1epel predato=y attacks. I will apply
were calculated tor delence 3;;..Lill**:t 3iall these UlJ‘i':I‘V:tliOIl'i p:u‘ticulm‘ly' to NtWae
arins nerely, without other regard o York and New-Port, on whose fortinca-
frround than ':Lrspmximit}' L0 runnin;; wa- tions the heaviest disbhursements have !
tu_rq s and when armies were putio motion  been made—and [ hazard nhothing when
\}uh artillery and theirarsenals, cither de- I assert that they are insuflicient to re-
fr.:t:liiv-: knowledze or Jocal attachments, sist invasions . because landings may be
decided 10 tavor ot the oririnal occu- eftected beyond the range of their heaviest
pancies, for the erzcuon of regular metal, and because their works ore coms- i
forticat’ o, scivntificaily  constructed, manded by cir(,llrlljucem heights ; ortore- '
which were overlooked by hershits, lrom pel predatory attacks, because they can-
wicnce men’s feet ngat be reckon=d on not ovstruct the passage of a vessel of
ther parades. Sach was veoaderora,  war, and buing crected in alvance of the
built by the Frencgh, and such were Crown  objects to Le pro‘ected with their batteries
Pointy, Fort Wiliam-lleny, Fort Lidward, to the front, when once passed they lose all
Fort Pitty, and others ervected by thie Bri- - power to annoy an invader, and of course
tish.  DIimmense sums were lavished, and  our town would be exposcd to his dt:pl‘t:-
creat labor Lbect wed on works dostined to  dations. " e
impede armips an | protract sicges—when Struck by these reflections I was led to Iy o ?
1 fact, the ﬁrst'“ghm:u“ of <N Mvyasiom ex- “tflrlnim'n*nnm‘ﬂy into the "e’tﬁcaCy‘af'thE S Eia e e ka s R A R e R R i
posed to him a choize of toand, feom works [ had surveyed, and of the merits
whence a single battery picce m zat comn- ol fixed bhatteries for the defence of our
pel their garrisons to suvrender at discre-  harbours in general ; and after the most o
tion. It is true General Abercrombie, deliberate examination, I found the for-
moally as well @ physically blind, de- ner to be injudiciously sited, badly plan-
clincd to avail hinsell of those advan-  ned, and constructed generally of defec-
tases, and preferied the assault ot the tive materials ;—and the following objec-
J'reach lines before Tyconderoga, where  tions against fixed batteries on the plan
e was repulsed with slauchter—and yet  we have pursued, were suggested by the
General Amhberst atterwurds followed his  occasion :—I1st. Their immobility destroy
fco steps.  Such is the alluence of ex-  their utility, unless a narrow crooked
ample—but fortunately for him, found the channel should oblige vessels to approach
I'rench too feceble to offcr resistance a- them within point blank shot ; which, if
gainst his suserior force. a 24 pounder may be estimated at 650
It would appear that our maritime de- vards and render a change of wind neces- .
fences have origzinated 1 grounds not less  sary to carry such vessel beyond the reach
superfici | and fullacious, and that tae re-  of their guns—
sult of Sir Hy le Parker's fruitless attack 2nd. ‘I'hey are generally so much ele-
of Fort Moultrie, and- that against Fort  vated above the water, that when a vessel
Millin, under the orders of Lord Howe,  comes within point blank shot you are ' - :
left such impressions on the American  obliged to depress the muzzles of your
mind in favor of fixed batteries, that we guns to bring them to bear, which retards

have deemed it pl‘udullt to commit to their your hrey, and renders it cx[rclncly pre-
protection exclusively, our most vulnera-  carious.

S

nity of a fupplement to give it publicity. It ble points & important inte’ests ; where- Srd. Because it is by accident only a
fhall be cenc.uded to.morrow 2 __as il we bhad tok=n the trouble of 4 mo- caunon €an be pointed to hit an object

REFLECTIONS ON TIHE FORTIFICATIONS AND
DEFENCE OF THE SEA PORTS OF
TYHE UNITED STATES.

THur geographical position of the Unait-

ed States opposes stronyr obstacles to tae
rapacity and ambition of the old world ;
but it neither secures them against polit-
cal casualties, nor exempts thein from
outruge aud invagion ; and If we are to
estimate the fu'ure by the past, we may
rationally conclude that our industry and

ment's consideration, thedelusion would when in motion, & every moment chang-
have been dissipated, and we should have i1ng its position. -
perceived that if Sir Hyde's squadron 4'h. Because in unobstructed channels,
coul:d lay ttn heurs be fore Fort Moultrie, no matter what their direction, a vessel
and theu sail away, he could have passed with wind and tide, may not be exposed
and repassed it with safety ; and thatthe to your etlectual fire more than ten mi-
attack of l.ord Howe was confined to a nutes. | |
narrow channel, obstructed by a chevaux 5th. Because optical delusions prevent
de frise, and the «ttacking ship Augusta us fromn ascertaining distances by theeye,
took fire by accident from her own batte-  with sufficient precis'on to regulate the
rics, befove the assault could have been  aim of a cannon ballagainst any given obe
presse.l toone extremity. Lo thess re- jectbeyond point blank range.
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