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'";7'2'?5 " . BRITISH AFFAIRS. -
oy Dnau'!s-—m commitice of the sxhole on the
e o y state of the union—2AMr. J. C. Smith in
c o0 L i <the chairy on the follpwing rcmfuuan of-

. fered: by Mr, Gregg. :
| Whereas Great Britain impresses citi-
‘i! [ ‘zens:of -the United States, and compels
them o sérve on board her ships of war,
£."and Slso seizes and condemns vesscls be-
‘lohging to citizens of the United States,
’;nnd their cargoes bclng the dona fide pro-

- -of.war, and not .progeeding to ‘places be-
©  ysleged-or blockaded, under the pretext of
A *--thttr being engaged in time of war in a
. tradt With her cnewmies which was not al-
low;d in time of peace

| And whereas the government of the U.

e %Sutcs has repeatedly. remonstrated to the
~ "British government against these injuries,
',, "5';" and demanded satisfaction thcrcfor, but

"%.¢ . without cffect,

i * ‘Therefore, Fc.tcfvrd That until cqmta-
bl¢ and satisfactory arrangements on these

S |

‘ . points shall be made between the two go-
T .. xernments, it is expedient that from and
i > efter the

?

day of next, no goodls,
2 ¥rares, and merchandize, of the growth,
product, or manufacture of Great Britain,
>+ “(orof any of the colonies or dependencies
~““hereof ought to be imgorted into the U.
Statcs,. Provided however, that wlicnever
« - - arrangements deemed satisfactory by the
-~ President of the United States shall take
p!acc, it shall be lawful for him by procla-
‘snation to fix a dzy on which the prohibi-
- tion aforesaid chall cease. :
V. _,'- Mr. GREGG. Mr: Chairman, I cane
| 110t but congratulate the committee, on
~our having at ‘length taken up the busi-
t pess to which Ib-lieve the people<of this
/.- ‘country universslly expected we would
“%Imvc turacd our attention on the first mo—
nt.of assembling in our legislative ca-
ar&!;:.;. Before we left our homes, we
5.+~ had lgarned thro’ the channel of newspa-
Ef"i' pers, that outroges of a most atroeious
i"‘“ ‘« Kind haod been CU'I‘mlltt:d on the pcrsom
. e .’”- : l A ¥ y; G A 59 e
if* sofne of the belligerent nations of Europc.
:,_ ‘This intelligence has been oﬂ':aally con-

' .,;...

. firmed by sundry communications which

A we ,havr.: Teceived from the President of

& pcrly ‘of Amcrican citizens,not coutraband -

true interest of our country

prejudice.

From the hostile conduct of the nati-
ons tp which I have alluded, and from the
pointed manner in which the President
Tas: recommended preparations for - de-
fence, an iden appeats tohave gone forth
that we are to be immediately engaged in
This opinion has received addi-
ons} currency” from a report made by a
select committee of the Hnusc, rt:com-

NV&T,.
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‘mending an appropriation of money to a
considerable amount, for thc purpose of
fortifications for the defence of

erecling

gun boats and ships of the line..

protection.

tccllon,

after take place.  °

But here I must be pcrmlttcd to de-
clare that I have no apprehensions what-
The present situation of
the nations of Lurope furnishes no ground
for entertaining such apprehensions.—
‘Thetr present engogements furnish am-
ple employment for all their resources
both of men and money.. T he important .
contest now which occupies their attenti-

ever of a war.

on, is not likely to be brought to a speedy
termination. LEven it the minor powers
should withdraw from the confederacy,

there is no prospect of a speedy peace
betwixt thie two grreat rival nations, ‘I’ hey
will most pmbablj soon retusn to the situs
‘ation they respectively occuplcd at the
commmencement of the present campaign.

The scene of Bodlogne will probobly be
acted over again. -
nation must be emplcyttl In guarding its
coasts agalnst an invasion by the army of
the othér.  In this situation neither will
be disposed to add to the number of their
enemies. Great Britain derives some ad-
vantage from that |1rt.datcsry war which
she permits and authorises to be carried

on against. our commierce, and she also

so mu¢h de-
pends; I trust we will divest ourselves of
all party feclings, whether farising from
our different pursuits in hife, from geogra-
plu....al distinctions, or from pofitical con-
{ sideratiuns, so.that our dccmau may be

] the result of & sound judigment, uninfu-
enced either by impmp..r partiality “or

Did my
sentiments accord with this opinion, |1
should certainly give this report iy coun-
tenance, so far as respects fortifications,
which from their situation are thought to
be ‘capable of affording any substantial’
Even as things are, I may
perhaps be Induced to vote in favor of the
nppm]:iriatiun for gun buats, torelieve the
anxiety of some of our fellow cmzcns,
whose alarms appear to be greatly excit-
ed; and because Ibelicve, from all the
?information I have been able to collect
from naval and military gentlemen, gurr
boats will afford the most effectual = pro-
in the event of our being compel-
ed to have recourse o defensive mea-
sures, by any occurrencces that ma} herc.

The fiiet of the one.

cxperiences some.convenience inmanning

‘her navy,from the facility with which de-

fictencies are supplied by impressments
of our seainen from on board our trading
vesse)s. - Interest and convenience will

hands of the I'n1

weryg alive.

captives might be left untried.

treated ! A few yearsago when some of .
our people had the rrquforlum: to be madc ‘1" wholly rcggfnncss of the intcm;t‘ of - the:
pmom:rs by- the Algcrncs, and at a Jater
peiiod when some others fell into the
ipolitans, the fzelings of
the gavetnment and of the whole country
Al voices united in requit-
‘ing the energy of the government to be
exerted, and its purse to be opened, so
that no means to obtain the liberty of the
Success
has crowned these endeavors, and those
who were unfortunately slaves, are row
enjoying thelr freedom. In whrt respect
T would ask, does the situation of those
who have bcen impressed from on board
their own vessels, and who are brmblv de-
tained on board British ships of war, dif-

fer from that of the Algerine and Tripo-
-So far as respects the
government, the mfrmg:mcnts of its
—tur ports and—harbors;"and for building | rights are greaterin the former than in
T'he situation of the in-
“A wound izflicted
by a Britdsh cat of nine tails, is not less
severely felt, than if it had procceded from
The patient
submission with which we have so long
indured this flagrant outrage on the feel-
ings of humanity and on the honor of
our country, must have cxcited the asto-
nishment of the whole world ; but it must
also have impressed them very forcibly
with an idea of the moderation of our go-
vernment, and of its strong predilcction
I trust, however, we will now
shew them, that there is @ point beyondd
which we will not suffer, that even altho’
we may not think it adviseable to make
lcpns.tls, we will at least withdraw our
friendly intercourse from that government
whose whole system of cornduct towards
ada-
tion ; aud that as the business is ‘how ta-
kKen up it will be pursued with zcal and

litan pmoncrs.

the latter case.
dividual is no better.

the hand of an Alpgerine.

for peace.

us has been that of distress and d

ardor, until relief is extended to this un-

happy class of sufferers, and sgcurity ob-

tainced aguinst similar aggressions on their

persons 1n future, by such arrangements

as ought to be deemed satisfactory. «

In relation to the capture and condem-

nation of our vessels, contrary to what we
considery and to what I verily  believe to

be the law of nations, I shall not detain

the comiuittee with muny observitions.
I have no intention of entering into a dis-
cussion of the ubstract question, whether
a trade 18 justifiable i m wir, which is not
open In time of peace 2 I will only ob-
serve, that on the principles of reason and
justice, and from such authors as I have
had an opportunity ofconsulting the right
for which we contend does appear to me
to be clearly established. . In some late
publications this question has ‘received a
very luminous and ample discussion, and
“the right incisted on by us has bzen placed
on such ground, and supported by reason-
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and while he is searching

to their eonvenience and comfort.

cicty.
butmxt hi n aad the farmer.

of the other.

mity  them both.

I hope it will not be inferred from any
thing that I have said, that [ am going to
be “an advocate for the protcctlon, even ol
“American mt.rchants, in that wild extra-
vagant carrying trade, to which some of
them appear to extend their views, 1
shall never agree to risk the peace and

safety of the hation in such a cause.
Fu.n in doubtful cases, or where the law

was not perfectly clear, il they would emn-
bark their property, let it be at their own
But in cartying on the direct
trade of our country, and even in the car-
rying trade, while they confine themselves
nations,

hazard.

within the acknowledged law of
I think they are cnutlt:d to protection,.

And in affording this protection I take 1t

that we are promoting the real interest
of the country.

autdd when we make provision for the
maintenance of men, on whose bravery

-H#nd c¢xertions in the event of war, we

must always rely very much for our de-
fence. On this subjeet I cannot express
my sentiments better than I find thein ex-
preascd in a report made by the present

Chiel Magistrate, while Secretary of

State, and which I consider as declarato-
ry of the true interests of the nation., [

ing 8o clear, socogent, und so conclusive,
thot GG. Britaio with all her boasted talents
will find it extremely difficult to find an-
swers for them.

But even admitting the British doctrine

~ the’ United’ States.: From these sources-
we have ‘derived the information, that ir-
.- . ruptions have heen made into our territo-
.. Ty-on its southern frontier by subjects of
b'} Spairr 3/and that depredations”to a-very
i cgnsxtlﬁrablc extetit have been' committed
-,j"" - O1v bur commerce, by the crulsers of that
%e .. pation. 3.'Tke manly spirit with which
q‘i ‘“‘iﬁésc irmpunn.s vere resisted by the offi-
.~j - cErs {'0t our government, appears for the
Ppresent to ‘liave cherked the - farther pro-
{7&; of that evil : And it scems that the
SERY sjstcm of depredation has béen discantin-
?.-fz ‘ued, in pursuance of instructionsissued by

l;,. the’. minister of state and of marine
2 o0 the director General of the fleet.-

# ' Th::ﬁc orders were'issued on the 3d day

*"of Scptember, 1805, and are. understood
-fi’*to have- been produt:cd by the remon-
m.;,:f;ﬁ"nnm of our ministet’ at that court.
L«” * Tr'omthhic faxnmblc ayrnptoms, a prc.
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cover itself :

induce her (o pursuc this systein, $o <o Jong
os we discover a dispositian to  yield "‘im-
plicit submission ; but let a national spirit |.
of disapprobation and resistance onge dis-
let us once tell her in the
proud language of independeiice, that we
will no longer submit to this indignity and
oppression, and we will find the practice
relinguished, and our fellow.citizens libe.
rated from that degrading bondage”in
which they are nov=-held, and restored to
their country and friends, Great Britain
18 too well versed in the business of cal-
culation, and too well acqumntcd with her
own interest to -persevere in this Jawless
systensy atthe hazard of losing customers,
whose annual purchases of her manufac—

tures and other merchandize, exceeds, I

believe, 30,000,000 ofdollars.
In scarching for materials to substanti-

‘ate the facts stated in the preamble to the

rt:solqun, 1t 1s only necessary to refer to

“the history ot tlie conduct of the British

government towards us for a very short

- period. By, turning a few pages of. that

history we will find, that a Jarge number
of our fellow Lmzens have' been forcibly
takgn fmm their homes, (for his ship1s a

scaman’s home) have been put on board

British ships of..war,. and’ compelled to
fight her Luttles against a power, betwixt
' whom ‘and -their ‘own government there

- cxlals no'differenze.’  The, general noto-

riety of this truth prccludes the necessity-

. of a reference to any .pa ruculardocumem

seized to a larpe amount.

1of compluintarising .from this

o Le correct, what, I would ask, has heen
the condict of that government under it ?
Has it been that of a nation actuated by
motives Orllbtl‘alll} and [riendvhip ¢ Hus
it been that of a civilized and polished na-
tion f Has it been such as justice and the

fair and honorable conduct of our govern-.

tent hus given us a right to expect? No
person, I think, is prepared to answer in
the affirmative. It does not ...pncar that

‘the principle was practised on during the

last, nor for some time after the com-
mencement of the present war. I will

.not undertake absolutely to say, that they
relinquished 1ty but the trade which it now .

probibits was permitted to be carrierd on
loa great extent without any interruption
from their cruizers. Numbers allured
by the prospect of gain, were induced to
engage " in the profitable business, and

‘suppusing themselves safe under the pro-

tection of law,had their vessels and effects
The capture
and condemnation of their property was
to them the first promulgation of. the law,

Iguorance of what it was impossible for

them to know, was imputed to them as a
crime, and an honorable dependance on

the justice of a government professing to
“be friendly, was pmsccuu:d with pcnalty

and forftjiure.:

-But even mdcpcndcnt of our 1ust causc
principle,
apparcmly new, thus. unjunly Dbrought

‘into aperation, how has that sgovernment.

-to prove the correctness of the:statemient, | ‘conducted in relation to c.aptum In which -

tﬂWﬂl‘di our commerce,”and {ts :ob- > Was guch a reference recessaty; I might
. point to a fepiort from the departmint of

- state made ot the last session of (,ongmss.

"Inthat’ ¥eport \g e find,_thdt atthat time
‘filtéen; hundred”’and thirty eight persons

#cl(ﬂmin to_be . American citjzens, had |
et abll: o, extend their applicntim for
“rélicftathelr own ‘gavernment ; and tho!.
“Gréat Ilﬁmg«:lni;nctl aamu" of  These s,
doctrine cﬂ'

Her,mibjeats, agreenblyito her

non-&xﬂm:mm,uhu-gna mnu-wq,sr

knowledged 10 be Ameridais, *for, hpsc
*dtt‘endbu nb other musc,could be- ‘g‘*nm
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.aft:r the most - -minyte - invest
the i Ingenuity of her coum have not been
“able to discover any pnnc:plc to warrant.
ithi¢ condemnation. -T'heé perplexing . dif-
ficulties, the v cxatinus d;la)'z, and theenor-
.mous_exp:nce attending thcprqscculinn |
‘afa_claim through.eyery siage of its pro--
.gress, place, an_ almost ipsurmountable:
‘bafrier in the way, of- obtn,imng\, Justick..
2In fact;.all Ber commercial ims’mm:,@ﬂd*

ram

s burbecatise alie: stood infiiced of theit
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shall therefore take the liberty.of reading

a paragraph of that report.

‘ It, that is navigation, as a branch of indus-
try, is valuable,~but as a source of defence,
essential. Its value as a branch of induatry,is
enhanced by the dependence of 30 many other
branclies on it. In times of %‘Elml peace it

ployment in trans.
mrtatmn, and s0 keeps ﬂmt, at its pro -+ level ;
and in times of war, that is to say, when those
nations who may be our principal carriers, shall
be at war with each other, if we have not with.-
in ourselves the means of transportation, our
produce must be exported in belligerent vessels,
at the increaised expence ‘of war-freight and
insurance, and the articles which will not bear
that, must perish on our hands.

““ But it is as a resource for defence, that
our navigation will admit, neither néglect nor
forbearance. The position and citcumstances.
of the United States leave them nothing to fear
on their land-board, and nothing to desire be-
{mnd their present rights. But on their sea-

a~l they are open to injury, and they have
there, too, a commerce that must be protect-
ed. This can only be done by possessing ares-
pectable body of citizenseamen, and of artists
and establishments in readines for ship . build.

ing.”’
From this very brief'view of the conduct of

the British government towards us, and I have
confined- it merely to the points stated in the
preamble to the n:sulutmn cvery candid, eve-

Ty unprejudiced person 1 think must acknow-

ledge, that we are arrived at a crisis; that we
have reached 2 period at which the linnor, the
interest, and the public sentiment of the cotn.
try so far as it has been expressed, call loudly
onus to make a stand. The evil we have:al.
rcady suffered is great, and it is pmgrctamg.
Like a cincerous complaint it is
still deeper towards our vitals. Wh'lc; we ﬁclﬁ
yearafter year, G.Britain advances step by step

r:t a a little longer and our commerce.will
e mmhx[atcd :nd our mdependence :ubrert-

H:m the g'rut dlﬂicult prc:cnts mtlf
‘What are the proper steps to be tiken,: 'nlut
measures that-we can adopt, will be' most likely
to effect the object we have in viéwind miiu
operahon produce. the smallest vefiience

to ourselves. .1, .sir, have-refle¢ted fnuch-on
this subject. I have meid.ered, uo*’ﬁ.l""ll*!

'Was 63 -the bearing w
‘which 1 have heard propo wéml:r have on { t.

The result of my- reﬂectwus iw that'under all
‘the circumstancés of the  case; -the, resolution -
which is now the subject of m te discus-”
cussion ought td ke ndaj)tad.’*r hat is
solution, ;whiat does it say 1/ Ttaddicsses

ly and- fivii Iangisage, you Liave insulted
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LPWI’OIRIMI: bf. compru-

hthése: bands - |
ihlp byiwhich_tre. hlﬁah::n con e:tt;snt:;t_._ 1

us in o
\‘tﬁur m:umtm- {ires ﬁ))m:n

& people’ofthls =
prupnlltlﬁ!if ‘Will they .

that'it is too
u""" present state of things? v Iﬁunn: w:'l"l“!gg. thd:

pursue their ob]cc:t,

orof an in]urmu: conscqucncc:
“to which it might be sulijected- umwough:
I have ho idea of in-
volving my country in any difficulty on
accolunt oithese peﬂple or their trade, As
they are citizens of the world, equally at--
tached to every country, I would always
willingly surrender them to be umsht:d
according to the lawsof whatcucr country
But
in. withholding protection from these law-
less advcmurcrt, let us not withdraw it
from_the real American merchant.  Act-:
ing from motives of pamntmm as well as
of gain, he combines hisown interest with
~\While be is accu-
mulating weéalth t hlmself. he is adding
to the revenucind riches of his countre,
n market for
the productiotis of the farmers, he is dis-
covering something that inay contribute:
Ie
is a necessary link in the chain of our so-
There is a mutual depend:mcc
The inter-,
-est of the one is promoted by the success
‘I'his being the case; these
two classes should be extremely cautious
how they suffer that kind of jealousy to
grow up betwixt them, that might evene
tually prove a sourcc of distress and cala-’

By ch:rishing navigation
to a certain extent, we secure tooursely cs
at all times the means of procuring a mar-
ket for such articles as we have for sale,
we furnisb means for promoting industry,

‘their dresses specimens

-l was so furcibly impressed with
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e its tmpressiocs on Great Br:hln herself?
Str, if shcisnot lost to every sense bf Hatmnnl
Justice she must aﬁknﬂwledgc its ‘equity “and
fairness. -But 1 would enquire partic

atly wiat

would be its operation on the p rlc ni' that

country ! If carried ‘inton effect,
will strike diamiy throughout
operation will be felt hy
peonle but more especially.
and manufxcturing part of “the
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influence of these two classey i % well known in
that country. They are the mauin Pillars of its

support. ‘They are the sourcves of -its wéalth.
-Their representations -

speak on this occasion ! It
that a regard to their own

30,000,000 of dollars. ‘1 llt" 18 the
part. By attacking them

Inonstrances may
those unjust

have produced the solemn erisis,

But, Mr. Chairman, should Great Britain
cuutmry to our wishies,
to her own trus interest, persist in her ill-stag.
red palicy, what must he the effect of such
conduct on herself, and how will we be ultls
mately aflected by it.  Shut out fron British
markets, our merchants will pLtain a partizd
supply from other , countries, and we will resort
to domestie nmnnnrturus to make up the dee
ficiency. Shouldd thiz system be adopted, Bri.
tain may find it ditheuldt to FCCOVer cur custom,

protduce an abandonment of

It is ccrtainly a subject of s-riows regret, that

owing to the large tmportauon and exteusive
consmnption of British goods, domestie manu-
factur. s have nearly vanished, Idonotecxpect
to sce the establishment of ] argre manufictories
in.this sountry. Theextensive yacant ternta"y
we posscss furnish s such powerful induce-
ments for setthing on land, that few are Yo be
found willing to be coﬂlmcnl within the narmw
limits of a manufactory.
such establislhiments ht‘ set on foot, 1 hn\c no
doubt they would reecive a birpre accession of
workmen from the numbers which aNoN-imjore
tation act would compel to leave their resent
homes, in sezarch of ermployment in this and
other countrics. But my prevent view does
not extend to these establistinerts on so large

a scale. I want to see every family
nufactory, vving w!

l‘l cach other in the excel-
lency of their work

amslap, and ctluL:tmg n

industry.

Mr. Chairman, when 1 first submitted” tis
proposition to the congid=ration of the House
the pmprlet}
of adopting it, that I had ne cxpectation_ it
would tireet with any opposition. It was not
until a resolution was Jaid on the tuble. callin
on the secretiry of the treasury for a statement
of our cxports and imports to anxl fram Great
Britain and her dependencics, that I had any
suspicion it’ would be opposed. When that

principles and practices which

anicl cr:rtmnly cmntm-y -
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nvst Le evident

mtcw:t will lead
them to remonstrate loudly a fratnst thatsy stem,

which will produce an annual defaleation in the
sale of their manufactures, to the amount of

eir vdlneratle

in their- warchouses
and workshops we reach their vitals and tius

raise a set of advacates in our fuvor, whose re-
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gan to presumce an opiposi.
tion was mt:mleul and that the oppesition would
be grounded on the supposed eflect which the
adoption of the measure now under discussion
would have on the revenue.

i il -

furm of a ﬂgmﬁcc 10 a rcsolution on {his same
subject offered by u gentleman froin Maryland,

Wc were told then, that our imperts from
Great Britain and her dependencies, amounted
annually to 25,000,000 of dnllnrs, and that at tLe
average rate of duty of 20 per cent. the revenue
would of course be affected to the amount of
9,060,000 of dollars. That the revenue will be

posed measure is

to such an extent, asto retar! the extinguisli.
ment of the natienal debt a single day bevand
the tinme fixd by law for its final mption,

I v.nu!d*ccﬂaml} tegret it \“H?F sincerely. No
person in this country can wish more anxiously

tosec that debt pml than myself But, sir, T

don’t believe the effect on the revcnue will be
Ly any means so great as has been stated  The
averuge duty on imports from Britain does not,

1 believe, amnunt. {0 20 per cent. and therefora

the defalcation in the revenue will not be so

_great as has been stuted, even tdmium;z that
we donot import from other countries: Dutis

it to be suppoged that the enterprize and indas-
try of the merchants are to he wholl y paralized
by this.mecasure? Will they lay up thclr ves.

their chests ! No. sir, when they
selves excluded by

they will résort to ntlmr countries, and ng doubt
thcy will find gbods to answer our purpose ?mte
ns well as_ many of the gewgaws we
Elmd, dnd quite ds many as we wil be
nd mg 'y to purchase. -
- It has beén said - also, tlut the
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oned., \ Y, sir, the resolution
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to those markets! where: they have:fieretofors
found purchasers; or:to search for new.ones as
it may 3dit their mft:nlmce.*'i The adoptidn of .
the measufs may A" momentary Tdimis
n tiou of price;"and this* inconvenience fwill be
mot-d by the tepresenta
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