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from his _
that applause to which, upon a'successful
and satisfactofy neggciation, he will be
justly entitled ? - Mr. Smith hoped that
no consideration of this sort would influ-
ence the Senate. He believed there was
a disposilon in the Executive, when fur-
nished with the necessary aid, to pursue
negociation so long as the least gleam of
hope of success.remained. Beyond that,
no one cotdd ask him to persevere.
believed that each member of the Senate,
extertained the same opinion. Whers
then, he asked, is the use of this requisi-
tion to the Exccutive? Is it to be under-
stood, as has been partially hinted by one
honorable member, that there is no legis-
tive gids-which the Executive or this na-
tion can wiscly resort to on this occasion ?
Are we to be told that Congress have no
power to lay duties on exports, or in short
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| having ‘how:.-
ever been found to arise from this mode of ask-
ing the advice of the Senate, it has sinee fallen
into disyse. But the. latter practice cannot,
nor oughtnot to be considered, AS condemning
the construction of which I conceive the consti.
tution is fairly susceptible. Because the* Con-
struction given by the first President, so im-
mediately after the adoption af the federal con.
stitution, must be considercd as proceeding
from the true sense and correct opinion, which
‘biE then entertained of the respective rights of
the treaty making power. |
In support of this -construction, Mr. Presi.-
dent, I can also shew, from your executive
Journals, so late aslast session, that the Senste
passed a resolution, requesting the President
to make a treaty with the Creek nation of Indi-
ans. . And although .it may be said, that the
Creeks not being a foreign nation, it is not an
apposite case, I however conceive the princi-
ple to be precisely the same. For we have al-
ways treated the Indians as independent nati.
ons, and the sameproceedings and formalities,
have uniformly been had in making the treaties,
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IN obedience to the resolution of the house of represcntatives of the
y for their information, paper

uppoiting, in actual service, the whole of't'e fiigates, —
belonging to the United States. |

- NAvY DeparTMENT, 271N Junuary, ladﬁf‘t‘n
2 4th Inst.
A. which is an estimates

I have the honor to be,
Respectfully, sir,

.. Your most obedient servant.
ROBLERT SMITII.

Esq, Speaker of the house of refiresentatives.
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-that our powers are insufficient ; or that | and ratifyingthem, as have been had, with
we are too weak, or too dependent as a | other nations. So much Mr. President, I have

o TOTAL
.nation, to contend for our righls ?  We thuught proper to say, in order to shew, that

tal stores

Debate on the following resolution,
‘3. Resolved, That the President of the

S ——

- U: S, be requested to demand and insist
upon the restoration of the property of
their citizens, captured and condemned
on the pretext of its_'beinp;'erﬁploycd 1N a
trade with the encmies of Great Britain,
prohibited-in thine of peace ; and upon

*the indemnification of-such American ci-
tizens, for their losses and damages sus-
tainetl by these captures and condemnati-
ons :-and to enter into such arrangements
avith the.British government, on this and
all other differences subsisting between

'the.two nations, (and particularly respect-
ing the impressment of American sea-
men) as may be consistent with the honor
and interests of the United States, and
yuanifest their earnest desire to obtain for
themselves and their citizens hy amicable
negociation, that justicé to which they are
entitled. | - -

___Mr. ISRAEL SMITH saidthat he was
extremely sorry that he could not bring
his mind to assent to the second resoluti-
on ; because he viewed it of great im-
portance that there should be unanimity

‘upoil a subject ‘of this nature. He was
not opposed to it from any constitutional

. objection, arising from a belief that the
Senate had no right to give their advice
and consent to the Executive, as to the

- course and conditions, upon which they
desired that an accommodation might be
brought about ; but he was opposed to it
from the peculiar impropriety of sodoing,
deduced from the whole circumstances of
the case, as it now presented itself for
consideration, It would be recollected
hy the Senate, that many of our com-
plaints against - the British government
were of long continuance ; that they had
been the subject of pointed and repeated
remonstrances, and in a particular man.
ner the impressment of our seamen ; that
on a former occasion they had committed
vast spoliations on our commerce, not
under the sanction of the laws of nations,
as their subsequent transactions with our
government have dicknowledged ; but un-
der the authority of the particular orders

!

of their government, thercby subjecting
the property of our merchants upon the
high scas, not only to the restrictions and
forfeitures incurred by, the law of nations,
but ulso exposing it to all the vexations
and forfeitures growing out of -the caprice
of British orders of capture. The late
encroachments on our rights as a neutral
‘naton, and which are now the subject of
consideration, are of a nature similar t5
. those we "have before experienced, and
«- Proceed from the same unwarrantable

~gause ; and further, are continued in fujl

force and operatign at the' very moment

our” govermment is pressing upon their
comsiderauon, the injustice of their pro-

"’ ceedings, by argument, too stong and con-

- . vincing.to admit of doubt. And how are

~ they answered ! By procrastination and

- hints,. that the necessity of the case is a

- . sufficient justification. . 'The Executive,
- Indignant at this -evasion;-and despairing

- -of redress by any further appeal to their
Justice and magnanimity, has turned to
the national legislature, and informed
7 . them that what remained to be done on
" gthisinteresting subject must rest on the

.
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. » ' .wisdom and firmness of Congress. We'

'« have already unanimously resolved, that
the conduct of - the British government is

© ‘an ¢ unprovoked a sion on our ney-
-tral rights.” What, then, he asked, would

- be the measures looked for from this ho-
4ly, as proper to repelthis outruge ? Could

. . any one expcect that the first thing sug-
X - gested to their .mind would be, that the
i .« . - Kxecutive should again immediately re-
2% 7 . newthe negociution?  Has he not alrea.
.dy told us, that he despairs of obtaining
redress by a simple appeal to their justice
;. 5.  .and imagnanimity ?  Or is this resolution
@i . oL+ 20'béunderstood as speaking to the Exe-
b7+ “cutive a langiage likethis 7—=You have
Lo . otably, zealosly and preservingly ex-
~--- ercised the powers vésted in _ you: by the

¢ .. constitution, 1o bring. about an adjustinent
+ . ol the difficulties 'and: misunderstandings
Yool oryou ure’ ot sufficiently invpressed with
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L+ ¢ the importince of stipulating an indemni. -

B . Bewdon Tof the losses our-merchants have
o7z . already sustaineds'  Ory that thete is syme
¥i:. .~ avenu=s o a sense of justice in this na-
kY . dog, which you havé notisufficiently at.
i o - templed. Surely - Janguage like this js
i v b disrespectiul, “+¥Ve ought not to adopt a
i3 .. resolution on: & subject, ‘as important as
ol 1 the present,” without being able to asyign
g3 T a-sibstantial reason.  Are we fearful timt
AR wnﬂuduuv::mﬂ . .

+, T ‘nectisary Iegislutive impulse to this ne-
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vileges of that treaty,
at the expence of our neutrality ; and by
doing violence to
upon us by that neutrality, drew down
upon oursclves the resentment
.erful nation,
of more than 10 millions of dollars. He
observed it would be better for the govern-

-therefore recommend it to the Executive,

(alter having seciired our mercharits foir
past depredations) to enter into such ar-
rangements and stipulations upon points
in controversy,by inutual sacrifices ; such
as shall be likt:T}Y_t'o meet and proinote the
views of both parties, and thus recom-
mend justice to be .sacrificed to peace.
For, he asked, what encroachment upon
the rights of that nation, or depredations
upon the property of its subjects have we
to give up, for the purpose of this our in-
dubitable right gs a neutral nation, whici
they have so flafffantly and frequently vio-
lated. He hoped there was no disposition
In the Senate to commute any of our
rights as a nation, by sacrifices to any of
the considerations before mentioned, and
in a particular manner, by any ab.n:don.
ment of principles. And yet it appeared
to him, it there is any pertinency in the
resolution, this must be the interpretati-

S E . - -

.on. He observed it wae cxtremely un-.

wise to speak this language, both as it re-
lated to our own government, and that
with which we havetocontend. The lat.
ter will easily read in this resolution, the
course which the Senate wish to pursue ;
and efferts will be made accurdingly.—
Should it not be in unison ‘with the views.
of the Lxecutive of our own government,
it will weuken  instead of strengthen
his exertjons for the public good.  We
have already experienced the evils resylt-
ing from too great an anxiety to enter in-
to commercial regulations with that nati-
on. A former treaty stipulated an in-
demnity to our merchants for similar de-
predations : that indemnity has ultimate-
ly devolved on ourown government. \We
purchased the miserable commercial pri-

(if it contained any)
the obligations imposed

of a pow-
which- involved an expence

ment, in his opinion, to insure our mer-

if we pass this resolution, we do not offer any

indelicacy_to the President. . But on the . cone.

trary, will only exercise ouf constitutional pow-
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seamen.

cxfiences, AMOUNT,

er, which the peculiar and perilous situation
of our country, seems imperiously to demand.
I should not have taken up so much time, up-
on this point, had not the constitutionality of
passing the resolution been also objected to by
the other hon, member from Vermont, (Mr.
Bradley.) | |
In discussing the merits of the resolution
how ander consideration, it will be necessary
that we keep constantly in view the great prin.
ciple of the one, which has already pas:ct{ this
House, by a unanimous vote, because this se.
cond resolution is predicted upon the principle
of the first. In the first we declare, that the
capture and condemnation, under the orders of
the British government, and adjudication of
their courts of admiralty, of American vessels
and their cargoes on the pretext of their being
employed in a trade with the enemiés of Great
Britain, prohibited in time of peace, is an un.
provoked aggression upon the property of the
citiaens of the United States, a violation of
their neutral rights, and an encroachment upon
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-their national independence. —— -
In order to she:w that the ground we have
taken is correct, I will take leave to refer to a
book (entitled an cxamination of the British
Doctrine, which subjects to capture a neutral
trade, not open in titne of peace) ascribed to a
gentleman high in office, who has deservedly
acquired great celebrity in the political world.,
It will be found that the principle contended
for in the resolution, I have cited, obtained as
carly as the first rise of regular commercerand
was even reduced to system, us early as 133
T'o th's doctrine Great Britain acceded by trea.
ty with Sweden, in 1655, and afterwards, in
1674, she actually claimed and enjoyed the be-
nefit of a free trade, she being at that time in
peace, and the Dutch in war with France.
VWith what kind of pretext can Great Britain
pretend to deprive us of the exercise of the
‘very rights which she herself had claimed 2nd
exercised upon precisely the same Erinciples !
Besides those neutral rights have, by constant
and very long usape, become the established
law of nations, and have from time to time been
ingrafted into many treaties, even where Great
Britain was herself a party. Upon this doctrine
thus sustained, yve request the President to de-
mand and insist upoathe restoration of the pro-
perty of our citizens, captured and condemned
on the pretext of its beingemploved in a trade
with the snemies of Great Britain, prohibited
in time of peace, and upon the indemnification
of such American citizens for their losses and

damages sustained by these captures and con--

ons.

the lin

upon examinin

_stitution in all its parts.

‘treaty .
tirat | year 1790, hesctuall
¢ have affofded the'| sident’s chair of this
vice of the Senate upon stindry articles, which

gociation, will bs slack or unskilful in the [ w7 Proposed making. the basis.ofthe treaty.

-

chants against any depredations, which
the utmost rapacity of the British wouyld
be likely to invite ; than again to enteriu-

to the unequal, the shameiul, und wicked
stipulation. of the former treaty. He
said gentlemen wepe not to understand
that he was for actual hostilities against
Great Britain. He deprecated war as
much as any man.—If mild measures are
adopted, the more certain will be the cal-
culation of a perseverance in them s and
withoat a spirit of perseverance little can
be hoped frem any measure.
that Congress would be disposed on this
occasion, to wield the only weapon which
could promise success ; that thev may
take such measures as will prove to Great
Britain, that the United States will ulti-
mately have no commerce - with them,

but upon terms of ths most perfect reci-
procity. This ground, if once taken, will

be casily maintained ; it is Tecommended

by being both peaceable and effectual,
while all others are doubtful and unequal.
He concluded by hoping, that the resolu-

tion woull be rejected, as- it appcared to
.him disrespectful to the Executive, unne-

cessaryy and inconsistent with the public
Mr. A¥pEasox.—Mr. President—The hon.
member from Vermont (Mr. Smith) seems to
entertzin an opinion, that it will be indelicate
toward the President of the U. States to

- the resolution slow under censideration.

ing been a member of the committee,

who
reported it,

1 feel somewhat bound, to: endea-

‘vor to obriate thisobjection, having done which
1 shall then procee

to answer some other ob.
offer some reasons in favor of
adopting the resolution. 1 efpect it will be
conceded], that if it be constitutional to pass
this resolution, it cannot be indelicate toward
the President.  Let us examine the language
of the constitution upon this point. The con-
stitution says, that the President shall have
power, by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate, to make treaties. . Now I contend
that the true meaning of this clause is, that the
advice should prece the making of thetreat
and that it “was “couched “in the language
which we find it, for the purpose of obtaining
the opinion of the Senate, as to the rinciples
upon which the treaty should be mure. ~And
_ K Yyour executive journal, you
will’ find that this construction was given to'the
constitution .by  General. 'Washington; who,
having been thé Pre _
must reasonably ‘bé ‘supposed to' have under
stood the trueintent and meaning of .the con-
arts. And sofar did he ex-
tend the . construction for which I €ontend

jections,

that the executive fournal will shew, in order

to ask the adrice “ofthe Senate, relative to a

he - contemplated imaking, that in the
took his acat, inthe Pre-

o 3t would seem, that the. first " President

of the Udited Statesin"discharge of his duty,
0 derogate | had giren the a
-PoE | N g

foregoing construction to the ¢on-
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demnations. It has been objected that tle
language of this resolution is too strong, that
the words .demand and insist go too far; and
that the absolute restoration of our vessels, &ec.
will by these words being retiined, he made the.
sine qua non of an accommodation with Great
Britain. If, sir, we were to express outselves,
in less forcible language, we should, in my opi-
nion, subvert our own principles, and recede
from the high ground we have taken, which
might eventuully radically destroy our neutral
rights, and completely paralize our commerce.

The words demand and insist are diplomatic,
and as such most proper to be used, and the
more so, as they seem to be appropriate to the

New York,
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NEW YORK, Feb. 22.
The census of the city and county of
was comipleted yesterday ;
from which it appears that there are
75,770 inhabitants, 26,000 of whom re-
moved from their usuul residence during
the sickness of last summer.
give to the city and county two represen-
tatives 1n Cengress, without including the
county of Ring’s and Staten Island, as
‘heretolore hasbeen the practice. |
We are informed, by u gentleman, who
came passenger in the brig Archilles,
from St. Johns, Porto-Rico, that a Danish
vessel arrived there on the 22d Junuary, _
trom the city of St. Domingo, where she | waich we have every reasen to hope that
was detained in coming out of the harbour | a British squadron of cqual force, isclosee
34 hours by a French flect of 10 sail of | ly treading
tes, which had arriv-
ed there from Brest, and had landed 1500

roons. . Ty AN aa il

Our informant adds, on the authority of
the secetary of the government, that the
Danish Captain had informed the Gover-
nor of Porto Rico ofthe above intelligence.

Captain Hooper, arrived at  Boston on
Saturday from’ Martinico, informs, that
ou the 17th Jauuary, in lat. 19,40,N. long.
63, 13. W. he was boarded by a French
84 gun ship, then in company with 5 other
sulps of the line, and 2 frigates. He was
told by the officers, that the fleet was di-

reet from B est; that they hud been out
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N. B. The expence of marines not included, excepting in the item of provisi-

siments and troops 6f horse throughout
the 1sland, to have a general muster of
thelr respective corps lnmediately, and
to report for his cxcellency’s satisfaction
the state of their several commands, as it

suddenly, “at no distant period.
I have the honor to be, sir'y FOur most
obedient humble servant,

S. TYRRELL,, Sc.
Custede orChief Magistrate Of m——
Caupt. Peile, of the R esolution, of Liver-

pool, which veasel arrived on Wednesday
at Port Morunt,

following extract from his log-book, from

onthe heels of the enemy @
“Onthe 10th Décember, in Jat. 35, 20,

long. 11, at day light, perceived a French

ey = el

may be necessary to cz!l them into action’

has favored us with the

e ty-10-twvo-divisions, onz—in the S, E.
qurter, the otherin the N. \V.. About&,
A. M. the commudore (the Arethusa)
made a sigaal for the fleet to heaye too,
which was immediately obeyed. At balf
past 8, the commodore stood in for the

an enemy in sight. He then stood to the
N. N. . with about 10 sall, accompuni-
cd by the Boadicea frigate and the Wasp
sloop. At 10, the whole of the encmy’s
squadron, consisting of 14 line of battle

ships, afrizate, a sloap of war,. and a brig,

He hoped

. !-
in

President of the convention, |
office. .
¥, B. One from the : country ‘will be prefer .

[ AST evening a‘pair of To |
A4 LETS, set with peagl, with platapf black

L &
.

principle of the first resolution. But, Mr. Pge.
sident, the latter part of this resolution, by
which indemnification may be made, and new
arrangements entered into with Great Brituin,
so far amelioruate those precedent words that the
President wlil possess ample powers, according
1o atrue exposition of the whole taken together,
and he will not, in my opinion, be trammelled
in the manner the gentleman from Oliio con.
ceives. In scttliog mational differences, it has
ever been necessary in some points to give a
little, and in others to take, according as the
peculiar circumstances, upon which the nego-
ciation might happen to turn, either upon a
point of national honor, or an interesting point
of national commerce, ar both so connected as
not well tobe severed. Upon the whole, Mr.
President, I do believe it will be highly import-
ant that the Senate should, at this imertsting
moment, express their opinion upon our natijon.
al concerns with Great Britain in such languape,
that the sense we entertain of ourinjuries can.
not be mistakea. The principles and policy of
our government require, that we should prefer

negutiation in the first instance ; and the adop..

tion of the resolution, by a strong vote of this
body, will doubtless add great weirht to the
object. If, however, we should un?hrtumtdy
be driven to the demier resort, Itrust we shall
never recede one point from the ground we
have taken, as expressed in our first resolution.
( To be continued. )
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C. _thquiere & H.Kunckel

Have received per schooner Fortitude, Captain

| Hﬁl_’!“]
50 quarter casks Sherry WINE, of an ex.

cellent quality, which they offer for sale at a

— e im—

reasonable price and credit.
And fromy Richkmond, . N
20 hhds. prime Tobacco. |
dst

February 94. -
¢ ‘ T .
Wanted. to Purchafe, _
AN honest and industrious Negro GIRL,
from 12 to 16 years old. Apply at this
N.

dét

| ____Febmu} 24.
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*

pa z BR ACE-

hiair, pinned in a pair of pie hic mits—supposed
to ' have. been dr':pitr ¢
lars will be given to an
them with tﬂ: printer
February2¢4,~ © -

e V.

pmoa u who "wil_l"lehtq
=y .*:_ d“

v

‘between Gay.strvet and'
Thomas M‘Elderry’s.—~A reward of foar. dol.

31 days, and were bound to St. Dominpo.

Captain Hooper, left St. Pierre’s [ Mar)
on the 15th Junuary and says, there was
not a single prize lying there when he
sailed :

The brig Active, Rutberford, of Nev-
buryport,in 21 days from Puint Petre,
Guadaloupe, with sugar, coffee and mo-
lasses, to Ebenezer Stevens, Lawrence &
Whitney,und Joseph Marcadier, was cast
away on the night of the 18ih instant, af-
ter a successive fog of three days 20 miles
cast of Sandy Hook. The vessel has
bilged ; the cargo, it is supposed, will be
saved.

[ Anticipated—{rom our correspondent.)
Extracted froma Iostscrifit to the Kingston
~ Royal Gazette of the 25th ult. |

Under ‘the regulations adopted for the
two Cork flcets, each vessel had her hum-
ber painted in large white figures under
her main chains j they were directed to
proceed in three columns, agreeably to
the numbers they bore at the distance of
two cables length from each other, and
the space of a mile and a halfto be pre-
served between the respective columns.

In consequence of the intelligence

“brought by the Sea Horse, the Veteran

and Malabar men of war have been an-
chored at the entrance of Port Royal hur-
bor, and the following circular letter was
yesterday issucd by his honor the licut.
governor to the custodes of the different
parishes ¢ - . e | o
| [cincaranr.] -
| King's House, Jan. 24.
ISIR" | ’ ' o ey - |
The lieuterant governor having receiv-

‘ed intelligence by his majesty’s ship Sca

Horse, captain’ Corbet,” that - 18 sail of
French line of baitle ships had been on

the 16th of December, in- lat, 46, long.

10, steering a  course supposed_ for: the
West Iudies, hishonour thinks it neces-
811y, as a measure of Frqcahl!m. o ac~
quaint you theretwvithy - for ‘the information

"of the parish of - which you are chi¢f n1a.-

gistrate. '~ The commander in chicf i
rects me to add, that he has caused cir-
cular letters to be writien to the'colonels
and communding cfficers of the militiare:

= - i ' L
1
L

pursued the commodore.

fleet ;

| Cadiz would proceed to j

1 .This is the same.3

At 1], stood
croaswng the .hause of the

enemy’s feading ship, 2lmost within gun

shot to the leeward, when the admiral
muking a signal, two of the enemy’s two

deckers stood after us, and chased us till

3, P. M. only the,sternmost shipa of their
fleet being in sight to the N. W. The

fleet with the sipnal to disperse, and for

two ships then, tacked, and joined their

‘We steered 2 S, S
dark, and due W. all night.
on the 17th, saw 14 -or 15 sail-of large

ships astern, some lying to, and others
steening different ways,
they had Jostacent of their pursuit, which
we conjectured to be the English fleet.”

The Ellen is 45 days from Angola, and |8
from Dominica. She has 269 slaves on board
and was bound to New Providence,
in here in distress. At Dominica
that inconsequence of information
the line having escaped from Brest, martial law
had been proclaimed, but on the day of the
Ellen’s departure it was taken
having i:Err:-lilvc:d at l;rince Rupert’s, with an ac.
count ot the arrival of sir Jolin T, Duckwor
at Barbados with fiye - iy i
ral frigates. . doiaer ul L

Vice admiral lord Collingwaood, on the _11th
ult. was off’ Cartha gena; bEl:hdip'g thé Span.
ish gquadron in that port,: Wwith the following

ships, viz.

E course till
Atday-light

she learnt,

_ Britannia, 100 puns, réar admiral W, Esti of

Northesk, capt. C. Bullen ; ‘Queen, 98, vice ad.
:Ir;iral lord Collingwood, 'c?ﬁu'ih F?'Pmddi
readnoug!
Gtindall; Minotaur 74, C. J. M. Minsfleld 3
Thunderer 74, licut. J. Stockham, (acting) 3
arother 74, namme unknown; 2 frigates, and 2
sloops of war, ** "~ . e st el
It is supposed that the
rd

|.| [l
i

] oin
off Carthagena. J 4 A
In ¢onsequence of information received fhons
¢aptain Lan

the éapture by the Rochefort

T. Duckworth had ssiled in
the following abips o7 the line;viz,. .
Conapys, 80 guns, rear admiral T, Leuis,
aaptain F, W.Austen ' Donueégal,
coimyg ‘T
R. Plampm ; Spencer, 74, hon. R. Stoph

Agamemnan, 64, sirE. Berry, Knt. and anc

74, supposeg] (6'be the Ajax, Jieut. J, Pilfg

sgradron, wh

| Madejrs for infurmation tlier to.

the Defiaficc, which arrived Jictw

RT B

it 98, capt. J. Comn; Prince 98, R.

s - ,I'.u.‘-*_.,._;L
‘hfg_l‘ (hat were off,
Collingwood .

» of the.Lark sloop of war, of
the f squadron of the™
vessels for Africa, under hLis cotivoy, sir John
quest af them, with ..

80P ’Mu{,- o

gre, 30, B. Hallowell 4’ inermm%

apparently as if

but hasput -4

|¢_ -

of 14 sailof
ofiy two frigates

sail of the Nne and seve.
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