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ergmia (Mr. Dawson) might have taken.
‘ his séat™in the house. I regret that he

§- has not taken his seat ;* as I should wish

'him to be present-at the time of offering
the - rcsolutions which I now hold in my
hand, and whicwh I will read;”
Rewolved, That the~Pr¢sitlcnt-ﬁl'——the—
United Stategcause to be laid before this
'House any information . which may be in
possession ' of the'executive department,
relative tothe state and condition' of the
fortifications ‘which may have been erect-
ed within the several portsand harbors of
the Umtcd States ; and also- the amount -
of monies which has been expended on
e y & | enc
| completing the same ; and also any in- -
formannn-of' which saud department muy
be possessed relative to the practicability
of defending by fand batteries such ports.

and harbom, us havc, by any fomicr la\r,

Runhrrd, 'fﬁ/at the Przsxdr.'nt caus:—tq~
be laid before this House a statement ex-
hibiting the amount of money which has
hten disbursed on account of the navy in.
each year, since its establishmeént, and’
stating particularly the cost of cach fri-.
gate. | -
Before I offer thesc resolutmns, I mll
take the hberty of making a few obser-.
vations in explanation of some things said
by me yesterday, and the replics made
to them by several gentlemen. 1 obser-
ved that we were not possessed of that
kind of information on the subject matter
of the resolution then under consideration
that would enable us to form a ‘correct
and judicious decision on it that we had
no doubton which to estimate the expence
of the proposed measures, or their cffica-
cy. if adopted. When I'took the liberty
ol intimating a doubt of their efficacy, 1
did not mean to be understood as doult-
ing the physical possibility of so fortify-
ing our ports and harbors by land batte-
ries as to afford them an cffectual pmtnc-

-

their physical situation & to require a
quantum of revenue beyond the resources
of the nation. I have no doubt but that it
is completely in our power todefend New
York aund our other harbors, if we only
possess the pecuniary means. 1 have no
doubt-that- ith—ease—make—
Cronstadt of it, but I doubt whether nny
gentleman of the House wuuld be prepa-
vailéd at Cronstadt and other places, and
the/extent to which it would carry us. - I
doubt whether any gentlemen ‘would bc_
prépared to adopt the course pursued by
the French government, with regard to
Cherbourg and along her coast ; a course
which after the treaty of Amiens, they
were obliged to suspcnd from the inade-
quacy of theirresources. -

I beg leave to state one or two other
additional things.  When I suggested
the propriety of obtaining information ;
it was said, that my object was evidently
procmstmauon ; that it was unbecoming
in the House, -after so much time had
been already consumcd, to attempt fur-
ther procrastination ; for -the sentiment
of the pation ras' before us ; ; 1t dictated

our coursey and if we hesitated to pursue,

on.__._The_|{ the public_indignation_would light upon_
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us. In my opinion, all that can be de-
‘duced from what has been denominated
the sentiment of the nations in this and
other cases, is this—That in this country,
where the governn.ent and the nation are
the snmc, the nation will repose its confi-
dence. in the government,  and plcdgc
themseélves to . support those measures
whith the g-otcmmcnt may adopt.- Al
‘then that follows is, that the nation will
repose ity wnﬁdmcc on this, as on other
‘téying occdsions, in the government. But
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‘does it tollow that, because the nation res
poses uslimited - confidence i this go-
‘yernment, that the latter is to rush bling-
"Foldl! into measures - without a mature
. tionndcrulfm ﬁlf them ! . On tlui-,] contrary
app ’ prﬂporlmn to-this conf-
dence, Lﬂepd is a ruponslbxlity in;tfle ¢ go-
vcmmcnt not to abuse it ;' and.notwith--
ftbe ‘high'"degree oi'cmﬁdcnce
i‘fpmc

{nCthis . imtan Jn‘the; govern-

-] mient, e ought not to daubt, cham: t}uj |
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ther ; and unless I' much mistake, the ap-
propnanons ‘whith we have heretofore
made for our nmral armaments is also an
awful warning.’ It s to guard against
such a system, it is to guard against bc-
in gdcc.nycd into such a conduct that I now
resolutions. - It is that we may
see the whale ground before-us; aud that,
in the language of the hunonblc speaker,

we may see the whole extent of the.

road. | It is‘tree thecommittee has given
us thacstlm te - of tho cost ofa T4 gun
‘ship.  Apestimate ! Yes sir, a naval es-
timate ! - And ‘is-it come to this—alfter
the cxpcncncc of this country in naval af-
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'the eﬂ‘cc:*hc had statcd ' ‘l'ullnml_ mmplet:e'eﬁ‘ec nlf that we: havh  Me: Dy R. TLLIAMS. - As far a I
skl g D --“ . Jdone. 1'iir'ill be, l&lt-[" Sir, we thave ‘some ’falhblc MABLCAN undcmtnnd thelnl'alhbla
I"nmh, Jamw.ry 24; it B w,amin m‘nnumcms agninst purshing ideas of: 1hn;g:ntlcman from' 'Vir min,
Jdr. Eanvry. L rise o comply with the | such’ pohcy. . I 1'am not mistakcn, thig { (Mr. Dawsan) ‘17must’ disclaim, llu: mo- |
prﬂmh:'l made 7e.stcrday..~. ‘1 have wait- | very house in which we legislate. is one | tives hé ascribes to the fncndq of ;thassa! |
. ed 50 ﬂétiim: belore* offering; this reso- |.dF these warning monumeénts ; the forti- r_usoluunns, ‘and declare my” total” ignu-__
' lmidn, in honea that the mleman from’| Rcation ofour ports and harbours is ano- | rance of any. gcntlcmnn bcmg influenced

by them :Surely, that hon, 3¢ntlemzm 13
not'so devold of ¢harity, as. to wish me
to vote blindfolded on a subjeet which he
allows to be highly important. - What is
thc verbal commuuications of the secre-
tary of war to me? They may have been
satisfactory to the committee—who-hcard
them ; but they surely cannot cnltghten
those whn ure altogether uunacquainted
with them: I hopc we shall not proceed
with a degree of precipitation that will
oblige us to act blindfold, = ;
( 7o de Continued.)
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hmral eaumatc. I hope not. 1 hopc we
shall have something more substantial ;
that we shall have the actual cost, and
nota mere estimate.
Mr. J. C. Surtn,

As the housc is

ol pmnt TE

L noLper ps to'be-regretted that the ho-
norahlc gentleman has, on this occasion,
given us a long speech; but it is to be
regretted thut he did not feel the want of
information at an carlier period of the ses-
sion.

Mr. Dmu. ‘It is unfortunate that the
hion. gentleman from Georgia should as-
sume a cause either too feeble to be sus-
tained, or that it should be addressed to a
body that he imaginesincapable of fecling
the force of argument. 1 presume that
in deciding on measures in this House, the
motives of particular gentlemen are not to
guide our deliberations ? but the intrinsic
merit of the measures themselves, .and if

they can be supported by strong and fair
argument, np gentlemun would think of
nppcalmg to our passions for their sup-
port. W hatever may have been my opi--
nion on the general course of measures
pursucd by the present administration i1s
“not now the question. The only enquiry
_proper {or us to pursue, relatesto the me-
rits ufthcptupmmmn before us. On thc
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tleman real y desires to obtain it, thcn: can
be no exception to the call, however we
.may resret its not having been made ear-
lier. When we, yesterday, considered

the report, it was in the general principle
-whethar any fortifications should be erect-
. ut-undertaking to se
to whatextent-the-business-should go. |

thinh we ha\'c abundant infnrmaﬁon to jus-

it 214 I II-iI- & . 4

when we descend mtnthc;lcmlls, we may |

reqmn: tnore particular information.

Mr. Earry. I have but a word of re-
ply to the gentleman from Connecticat,
who first addressed you, who Lias express-
ed his regret at my not having made an
earlier call for this information ; and that
is, that I have made the call as carly as|}

-the subject mater of the report came: into
discussion. It was never bcfnre }cstcr-
of the dcbate;‘l a\'Och my want of infor-
matiomn. B

[Some conversation here took place be-
tween Messrs. D.R. \V:llnms,Clark. and
Crowninshicld on the amenuments subse-
qvcmly made in the details of the rcsnlu-
tion.]} |

- When Mr. Dawsox said, that not be-
_}l:gr in the House at the time these_reso-

fered, he regretted that he

lutions were offered, he re
bad not heard the reasons assigned by the
mover in support of them. = He inust,
however, be permitted to observe, that it
‘was made the annual duty of the secretary
-of the navy, which duty he performed, to
[ay before the House the several items of
information, called for by the resolutions.
He could, therefore only consider delay as.
the effect they. were calculated to produce.
This simple resojution belore the com-
_mittee yesterdey. was, do the ports and

_Has not every pentlemandeclared this to
be the fazt? ‘Has it not been enforced by
cvery paper in the (U, 6.1 Does not eve-

-y day’s mail brmg ns the public senti-.
‘ment, and is it not likewise enforced by
the fir'st authority in the nation ! The ge-.
neral nuliestity of the measure .can l.hen
jadmit no doubs.. . o diky ST

" The next qucstion then i is, is the sum.

,rtcommcndcd by the . committec 100

'-large? Ibi:lic‘rr.' sald Mr. Dawson, eve-

ﬂemen mll mncurwith*ma in opi- |

ony- lhit— it -is’ much~sma11crthm Jras
ey ted. lf these | facu, wl’i'at can the'
nbjcct be.but further delay 2. It can only

“Ve one of two altcma‘hfes, either. to carry

.the, resolutions - _calliﬁg,‘ {or. infu ion,
rand thefeby fromy;the.itime ‘which’ il
cﬁpsc 'bufbrc it calf bg ?cccifed 110’ ‘give
the whole tusiness the go-by, ' or it must |
arlsc fmm a ‘want' 6lﬁcofg_ﬁdqncc in thc exv
' cutive’in'the disbutsement of tﬁg. monies:
‘appropriated? ;1 43} tﬁEobjcct muit arisd
fromcliher one or {he other’ of these two, |
“causes.”; T hold'it” my duty’ ére fo'state,
"{liat the commit(ee on'their ftst mcénng,",
directed their. chiirmaq{ to-J¥rite ito the
1étre ry.of watand’the pecretary.of the
for: inl'oﬂhi if 1d guideltheir deci-
5 The sm%{iry* at war” inform
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b!: 1 l:l 1n fess
Jgem

tgm'%rs.s

\.-I-
h..‘

Gk oy

-.- -l.-l'ﬁ'l“

l‘n

ty.
~harbors*of-the U. 8! rcqﬂiréprotccuon & & A

than’ ietcn,g__g éaght* -8C8Y 8
nﬁrm It

S 0on0 41

Paucd by the Itgfdamrc of ﬂﬁ:ry!cnd, .M:-»
- vember session, 1805. ‘

No. 1. An act to settle and ascertain
the salary of the members of the council
for the ensuing year.

2. act grantingleave to the trustees.
of Bethel congregation, in- Hurford-coun--
ty, to receive a deed for and hold the land
therein mentioned. |

3. An act for the relief of Thomas
Webb, of Montgomery county.

4. An act for the relief of Denjamin
Gushwa, Martin Rickart and - John Maun-
ning of Washington county.

‘5. An act to change the names of Ja-
cob Sedgwick, hMatthius Sedgwick,Georpe
Sedgwick, and Christian Sedgwick, tothe
name of Jacob Adreon, Matthi.s AJr:un,
George Adreon and Christian Adreon.

6. An act for the establishmentof a
schoolinthe city of Baltimore.

7. An act toauthorise the justices of the
levy court of Washingtoh county-to  as—
sess a sum of money on the taxable pro-
perty ofsald county for the purposes there-
in mentianed.

8. Anact to authorise and empowcrthc
levy court ot Worcester county tolevy an-
nually a sum of money on the assessablv
property oi said county, for tht: purposcs .
thercm mentioned.

ullc, in Montgomery county, to Zachari-
ah Maccubbin’s mill, and from thence to
intersect the main road leading from Fre-
derick-town to George-town, at or near.
Logtown.
10. An act to vest temporary powers
in-the severs
tes ofth:sastau:.
11 An act for the more effectual pre-
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+:29," An"act tu’ mhﬁnuc tlu: act thcnm
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;amenggxgd 48
“F30,;An act to ﬂtcr nmI chan

th
name of William | Sented, of Hnrfur.l coun-

A8
ty, to the name of Curllir,

" 4l. Ab act to, pl‘aun{kpenmu from
athkin autacing actoss the rivers Trans-
_qua!un,pnd Chlck.wmnmlco, in Dorchcstcr
_county

32. An act to authumr: the iﬁsumg of

patent to Joshua” Meredith and ‘The-
mas Meredith, for the Jand tltcrcm mcn-' .
tioned. |
© 33. An act for the. bcneﬁt uf Gral'tan
Duvall, of Prince George’scounty, -

34—~Anecttostraiphten theroag leadfn
into Huwm‘d-strcet,? the CII:Y of B.:lu.
more.

35. An'act appomtmg Rlchatﬂ Cram.
phin, Benjamin Lowndes, and Ccorge-
Calvert, commissioncrs. for thc purpos::,
‘therein mentioned. |
~ 36. "An actauthorising Jacob 8chnebly,
late collector of 'Wash ngton county, to

compiete lus Tollection, -
. An act authorising Lawrence Bren-

gle, lalc collector of Frcdcrlck county, to
complete his collection. =~

+-38s An act fortlie bencﬁt of
nalds, of Talbot county.
39. A further pde 008 nlemer

an-actyentitled, an actto c"tablish 4 mar=
ketin I° rederick-town, in Frederick coun-

-,Ly, and fur the regulation ot the said mar-
ct.

40. A supplement to an act, entitled,

an act to provide the exportation of ﬂuur
-not _merchantable, ~and unsound -salted

provisions, fruin the port of Havre-de-
Grace.

41. An act to confirm a division of the
real property of the Hn.vrc-d::-Grace coms
pany s

43, An act gmng further powers to lhe |
corporation of the city of Baltimore, i
. 43. Au act to authoriss and cmpm[l:r -
the levy court of Baltimore county toage
‘sess and levy a sum of money for the pur-
pose therein mentioned,

44. A supplement to an art, cntuh.d. an_
act for introducing a copions supply of

Jrholcsomc water iuto the t:lty of Halti.
more.

45. An act for the support of Solomon
- Jongs and wife, | |

46 An act to lay tmt and open a rua{l

Ann B. Rty-,'

r

quchanna cnnul In (.::c:l connty, .

47; An act {or an addition to the town
of Rockville, in \Iontg'omcry county.

48. A supplement to an act, entitled, an
‘act to liicorporate a company to make a
turnmkc road ta leadfrom the cross roads

aPR}GhanLGath—hmc-kt}n-m*B:EM‘

more county, nearly in the direction -of
Jones’s ﬁtlls, to the city of Balumorc.

11

100N 6 4
merset county,

12. An act tb enhable James Walker,

“John Sprigg Belt and Archibald Dorsey,
to complete the collection of the county

tax in- certain districts 1n  Anne-Arundel
county.

13. Au act authonsmg]amcs Huckett,
and others; securities of James R. Pratt,.
late sheriff, and John B. Hackett & Rich-
ard E.. Harrison, late collectors of Queen-
Anne’s county, to complete the collection
of the moncy due the said sheriffand col-
lectors.

14. An act confirming the title of Igna-
tel:iu Davis to the land thercin mcnl.ion-

15. A supplement to an act entitled an
act to incorporate companics to make se-
veral turnpike roads through Baltimore
-county, and -for-other-purposes:—

o' flneim B2 » 'Y 1P T 90

- 49, -for
Jones and wlfe, e

50. An act (o prondc for r:cm‘ding-
certain papers in the rcglst:r 8 oI'Ecc of
Dorchester county. :

51. An act to lay out and open a cer-
tain road in- Beltimore county, to insersect
the main road leading from Cromwell's
bridpe to Baltimore. -

53. An uct to lay out and make a pub-
lic road in Frederick county.

53. An act for draining partofa hranch
of Tuckahoe, known by thie name of Bea-
-ver Dam Branch, Jying in Quccu-Annc |
county.

54. A further additional supplt:mrmt to

an act, entitled, an act for ma{kmg n:nd
bounding lands.

55, Anact to lﬁy out anr.l ltréightcn a
certain road in Baltimore cmmty

SBJMQMWﬁLGf—RMﬂ-

16. An act to confirm an act, entitled
an act, to provide for the trial ol' facts in
the several counties of this state, .and to
alter, change and abolish all such  parts of |
the constitution and form of government
as relate to the gencral court and court of
appesls.-

. 17. An-act to lay ontand open a road

from the Pennsylvania line by John Frey’s’
forge, on Octorara creek, to the tide wa--
tef on the Suaqucha.nna, in Ctul ‘coun-

e e il e S

18. An act“g'ranting additional co:mpen-

sation to the harbor-mutcr of thc port of -

Baltimore.

19, A :u]'iplcmcnt to an act, cnutled an
act 10 establish a market, -and" to bnild ]

matrket-House, in ‘the wcstcm rccincu

‘of Daltimore, and for . the reg tion. of

thc Eamf:. . - _{frr er b4 "i\
20, An zcttorcpcal the second:eqnn'ﬁ

“of an act, entitled, anact  to enlargge l'urther
the: powers of the trustees of the ;podr.

= " ' .

the scvaral counties u:emn‘mcﬂﬂomd. 2
21. An act to.lay out; open. and cfEi”r,*
a-toad *in Hirford county, beginning at

the end of Patrick Smith’s lahe where the'

1 Peach Bottom' road: msu:thh&érkmad

Jeading to;Rock rup; to infersect tha-main
‘road leading from the’Black Eoru: t0 the
Pcnmyivania ling at Mier’s mill on‘D»:er‘
mck Sy i mw* AR .*:;i Fio: ...;é :-,;.»,,,(ﬂ
"33, An act*nnlhnpsiogthc laying cuta,
mad in ‘Worcestcr county, from - Mitchell's-
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Williams a free blukman, nnd a!' his m!’c
and children,

5Y. A supplement to the act,’ ent;llcd,
-an act to Jay out and mpke & public road-
from the Black-house; in Harford county,
to intersect the Pmnsylv;mahnc. L

58, A supplemengtoitheact; cmiﬂ*d.
an act to lay out, epen and clear,'a riml
in. Harford county, from a p!ace Imown
by the -name of Darlingtan, to infersect -
' the rodd’ lcading l'mm Béllé-An-to Ha vee

59.7An act authomiii?fﬁe. trurtees nf --'_ _-
Fthcpoor of Prince ' Geerge’s county: to -
make an exchan “Ee .of part’ of 'the .landl
_'*clm)glng (0 8aid pooivhiouse. "
* 605 A pprémcnt tnanact.:nutlcd,m '
‘act for'the establishmient of a n pubhc; i

:road in Somerset county, passed [at' No-: 1
vember sessian, seveateen; htmdmd.:‘and
!ninu{y eight. .. % S x4t ;’*;ﬁ:ﬁ“

~.61..An act. to .exten, ’d,athc

tﬁc trustees of - the poor pfu’b{
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