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“*“Poltt’.1al economy, it scems like religi-
professors ; and examples of each kind
areafiorded by the

laivs, thatlie will allow of no deviation

from them, however-imperiously required
by circumstmcees : and the dictates of pe-

licy, or the calls of humanity, or the

pressureof faming, are in his mind scarce-

ly adequate excusges fcr aoy departure
from the rigid enactments of our marin..
regulations. His lordship had censure.!
" the Dutch property act, the repealcf the
American countervauing duttes, and the
admission of American shipping iito our
West India islands, under liceqsc's seve-
rally grantc'ﬂ by their privy council here,
and by the respeciive governinents of the
‘§slands ebroad.  Mr. Jordan, hewever,
triymphantly combats the viewsof the no-
~ble Lord- on -all-these points.-- The first
.- two, ‘indeed, are now nearly events of past

ﬁ'-nig'pﬁrl‘ou-awsz, BALTIMORL

duert{semients appear in BOTH paper

THR, 5;,1};1{;_ OF THE BRITISH WEST IN-

Tothie right of obtaining necessary . sup-
-from-America, and of employing

; o h&:m:ary mecans of effectually ob-
B ' taiting those suppliesander a limited
- . _{zbimX duly regulated intercourse, stated
71" ina vindicatedy in answer to Lord Shef-
- Kelds stictures~—By G. W. Jorpayy
E&.-F. R. 8. Colonial Agent for Bar-
L - ‘

o has itstugpted as well as its rational

parties who now de-
So closely at-

of commerce with another state, it ought
to be governed by the same poiicy with

or ofdiscases which famine had provoked.
At this' very period, supplies of flour,
embarked in this kinpgdorn {or thecolonies,
were by order actually relanded and re-

tained.’ | ‘
Lord Shefficld is here shewn to have
censured the licences, without stating the

proved that he charges the merchants and
planters with secking an unlimited inter-
course with America, while they only so-
licit that the wisdom of the legisiature
should provide effectual means for carry-
ing onthat restricted communication,with-
out which the islands cannot subsist, and
which Great Britain has hitherto allowedl.

Mr. Jordan is anxious not to entrench
on the claims of the parent states ; he ac-
knowledged her right to monopolize the
whole trade of the colonies, and all its
appurtenances, imports, exports, and can
riages ; but if, from choce or necessity,
she ahandons any part of this commerce,
as in the case of the present instance with
regard to the more heavy articles requir-
ed by the colonies, she either ought to
leave them to supply the defect 1p ,their
own way, or else ¢*.culd etfectunlly make
this prevision on their behelf.  The Bii-
tish government sanctioned the inter-
course, but it provided an 1 sufficient chan.
pel forit ; and when the legistver . hag
granted such permission, sk ... .. bear -
proach to the pl. o ors and nmuer Lants te
requir: that wit vut whic N e
effectual, that wittour wiioa tihey must
have died of fnine, and the proluce Lave
perished fe o viiat of the meouns of pact-
agpe ! Y 1t 13 such a disnensation vl
the roquisitiois of antmre ot act ol o
hament which the noble Lord <o srrongiv
CepiTas.
as opposed to o recular and osi.lish-
ed law, that forms the burden of hiis la-

rnentaton, but the existence of dispensa« |

tions in any shape: vetthe real situations

of things procl:ims that the islands would
have been depopulated, and their produce |
wasted, 1f the act of parliament had been, |

as he destred, nigorously enfercod.
It 1s here justly observéd that, if Great
Britain allows a colony tocarry ena branch

urgent circumstances which rendered
them absolutely indispensible. It 1s also

L the

ticutars of the "detail into which' M-.J.
enters, we must refer our reagers to his

very able and Instnictive pamiphlet. —

Astured of his present-victory, - the.
wuthor ‘invites hig adversary_to 'a fresh

countest ; and since the point, which the

noble lord is solicited to discuss, possesses |
interest not merely as a subject on which | de

politicul polemics may try their skill and
knowledge,
various other respects of incom
greater importance, we shall record the
chalienge in our pages; not so much
from a hope of occasioning a literary
tournament in which the present cham-
pions will take the lead, as in the more
gratifying expectation of calling the atten-
tion of various good judges, and of the
government, toa topic which strikes us
as being of the utmost consequence.

¢ Over the remaining heads of recapitu-
lation, as already disposcd of, I hasten
that I may supply your lordship with
matter for further consideration, and with
other subjects of stricture. I waonder
that the free ports of the West Indies
have escaped your lordship’s animadver-
sion.—These are ports, established for
the purpese of carrying on a trade in
which none but foreign vessels are or can
be eiaployed. I introduce this subject,
hot m-rely for the information of your
lordship, but for the purpose of drawing the
attention of government thereto. Here
s Indeed a formidable invasion of the
navigation and colonial systems of the
empire.  Yet I introduce this subject
for the express purpose of recommendinr
to government to extend to these princi-
ples and practices now applied, and ob-
taintr in- only particular cases and
ST 0ns, to the general and permanent

It 15 not a distensing ower. | votibiishment of a trade, not limited to

ports and places, but to be opened to all
Hritish  West India islands and
celentes, Tt i= possible to cpen a South
\merican trade, ugs well as thut of North
America, which, without any respect to
the pature of the shipping employed,
shall by a due enumeration and restriction
of the permitted articles of exchange or
carriage, with perfect safetv and proprie-
tv. increase itnd:finitely the British im-
pert, wxhart, end carrying trades of the
West India 1slands.

istory ; but it should seem that Mr.
srdan was of opinion that it would faci-
litate. his duccess in debating the latter
- ointy if ke shewed that,in mattersof like

amport, Lord S. was not entitled to the
¢ 7eredit which -previous reputation had a
“tendenéy to sccure to him ; but thaton

1he contrary hisideas were confined, and

that which regulates the like intercourse
on the par: cf the mother country. Now
Great Dritain aliows goods to be imported
In its own shipping, and in that of the

state of which thev are the produce ; the

principal navigation laws are therefore
founded in naitonal reciprocity ; and it
would be impossible to pass more stiict

gL "‘I-jt W
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{n order to comprehend the third point
in dispute we-must tuke a brief historical
view ofit. Mr. Jordaninforms us that
various articles of which the colonies are
33 wunt, cannot he supplied by Great Bri.
Mwhichm_ those of the first

3 . amaterially misled him.

o

“that he Iaboured under prejudices which

navigation statutes, seeiny that they effect
other states as well as the state enacting
them. In our traffic, then, with another
nation, the ships of that nation and the
ships of this country indifferently iinport
the goods which belong to that nation.
If we place a colony in the same situatiors
with regard to a branch of commerce, it

o — o —— ——

“ These islands are so disposed along
the coast;, or stretched across between
the princinal points ot South and North
America, thataccess to themn {rom botls
the continents may at ail times be hau oy
the suupeest aba cieapest species of navi-
gatton. I'nc approacn of British vessels
tn the continent ui Souih Anerica is par-

T e e e

tially ortotally lorbicuoh by the great Eu-

ropeun  powers w.ao pwssess it. Under
these circumstaices, Biitds. wvessels can-
not be Uscu In tite Wtetoourse with it.
Great Britain, therctore, od aecessity in-
deed, but “wWith  her accustwmed wisdom,
L:as opened certuin ports .., the colonies to
vesscls of these foreign countries, in or-

- E ] Lo -y -

R -TCCERPUY, 5
g; subject to-Lireas Br byl
.J to furnish thcse commeodiues to Ehe
est India islands ; thar they were prin-
i - cipally conveyed in Amcrican boitoms ;
that the purchasers paid for them in-pro-
* duce’;-and that, when the American war
‘ 7_ y broke out, thc‘ FQ]QH}#S, debarred of this
\ 3 mt traﬁc, were reduced to extreme
{ 7 hardships. IWhen peace became re-es-
' il mghgd, tﬁc'_nc'd:s;sity -of a fcncwal of
this intercourse between the islands and
. the Anrerican main Jasid was universally
" 7 felt and admitted ; and accordingly 1t was
. aliowed and regulated by the 28th of the
' King. “.In passing this statute, the legis-
1atuire took it" for granted that the clr-
. cuitous yoyage of British . ships—vessels
" furnished by .the colonies which still re-
» Imained to Euglutd, and such as theislands
P ‘tkemselves would build—would be fully
E. ﬂﬂERUate to the transpomn of the American 4
", supplics;; and it therzfore enacts that,
wmﬁdiﬁhn‘bfimpoﬂcd solely in Bri-.
1ish bottoms. This expectaionuas com-
~ pletelyfilled ; 30 that, from the date or
: M to the prescnt umce, hcr._-._ncc's
. ..gdnctioned by parlinment have been issu-
» . ietl-bw the privy council bere, and by the
;- seveyal governmentd of the island, dispen.
- “eidh iu."pmviupm,;apd‘allo:wmg the
| n of Ameiican vessels, in order
.Zent . the irihiabitants from starving,
o2 he produce: which ' was to_be: con.
ve w&nm.counw-r—'l‘hc !Bgl—!-_
PR n o .ihu “F&'rﬂ- mcnmned
¥, ‘the necessity_of the inter-
At ddhad na Wes of sfmckling it by direct-
f s @ {6 aning lt}uc:omodg_ of Earria 2 ¢ but
S - %that the: moaswhich it did establish was
X" WHolp ipkdequate, the .experience of
T mi 3 yearsdemonstates. Nothing
cnr otk sitongly prove this fact, than the
‘of -Jicences dispensing with
na of the statute dunni "the.
_ t‘time. The council at home-
Y& wispicion ; and_the: governars
foed, 88." ';ﬁm'zﬁf Why GECECIRe q;.'.
F . | : . ‘F.jﬁid&.ii*r“:r,’-- .* *m asihijity.
Ve E,*gyf;hﬁﬁf-q;:an author, ‘.thg case to
" Aedeoccutred, when during the contimu-.
T ;F“h@'é?ﬁ‘{fﬁ@ﬂafwhﬂn Ureat . Britain, in
T gcme Mistress,” hid-opened “her ports
"/ 1o gl ships, and paid bountlcs ‘upon a
. ipdeievol coman gralo,sndpon India

the American states, when
reat Britalin; were accustom.
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T 1i-f' :lr-!'_.“ - “fhﬁmn-’ drg’ﬂ'}l]g t}llﬁiﬂr from
by 1R q:é"‘enl" w!'uls‘m neans of supply instead of
j"!ﬁﬁmg‘fﬁ m 7 any, that- letters of -the

. “¥ sirictest and hisrabeat tenar
17" S py-the chiefof ascolony, _

A SOt "t;{*_'ﬁmcrican-':mels,'md hold-

el OV T Y ﬁmmt'uwMguu-mmlly
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distress, and many

were sceeived'] ents; he renounces any intention of
wcuné the Jlircctly or i.l}dirccuy m]nj,ghing this:

“ag 1ﬁ'uzixltho\rg_h the cqlony-| sary

“yery, time-dp a state” of -the: *ﬁf&a"m a Jegal unchanging basis,

is natural that the same rule should be.

observed ; namecly, that the goods import-
ed should be brought indifferently in the
shipping of Great Britain, orof the colony,
or in the shipping of the country whence
they are derived. ._

Mr. Jordan, who views its subject in aH
its bearings, rightly remarks thatanother
state is a party in this matter ; that we
must legislate with her in view as well as
ourselves ; and that we ought to obscrve
the reciprocity which is consulted in the
chief navigation acts. We may cnact
that we shall export and impeort in coloiial
ar British bottoms between the colony
and America, but America will have a
right to complain of the wantofreciprocity,
and most probabiy will not fuil to exercise

that right. The colony, guoad Uils par-

ticular traffic, shouid be regarded as
identified with the Metropole @ and the
game.tule should direct the intercourse
with foreign states.

It is Wlco a very lmportant observation

of this msuthor, that, if in peace we supply
the colonies with American artteles i
British bottoms, the conveyance of the
game articles in time of warin American
bottoms will be, on our own construction

der that they may LIIng 0 tne enumerated

articles she desires to obtain,and that they
cariy the cnumeiated articles she wishies
to dispose ofy 01 such as are nccessary to
support the wade. ‘Jne first cnumerati-
oh coitains articles of territortul produce

of Li.ut part of the continent, ana buliion -

amnonyg the rest ; the other consists of
gouds ot British manutuciure, or import,
or articies of territorial produce of the
slands,  Great Briwin does not upon this
Occasion consider her naviragon and co-
tutilal systcins, as not at any time, upon
4Ny cceasiotyor under aly circumstances
to be Inviaded.  Dae lWORs 10 e objects
and purpuses of those systems.  dne
wants raw materials; she wants markets
o1 her varous artcies of manufucture

commerce,alid produce § she wants ¢ncou-
ragement and extensive cinployment for
her shipping. By neglectng ullconsider-
atlon of the use, as inilitating against her
havigation and- cowonial systems, ol t ese
petty vessels, which serve to associate her
1slands with the continent, she obtains ull
the objccts of those sysicms, materials,
marketsy; and increascd carriuge.  The

ports ol her 1sialus become ports o1 tue
continen , and these vessels are only asthe.

of the laws of nations, a contraband trade,
and be liable to lawful capture by our
enemy ; whereas, by acting ou the pio-
visions of our lecading marine statutes,
‘that 1s, by admitting American produce
(to the extent Jlimited by the 28th of
George 111.) to be brought indifferently
in English or American bottoms, the
colonies in timc of hostility will, in regard
to necessaries and other essential articles, |
be put out of all hazard.
considerations, so ably stated, and so
temperately urged, will not long fail of
producing
act which would cffectually secure to the
colonies the -benchits contemplated by the
28th of the king, but to which it has
proved utterly inadequate. L1

. If the colonial intercourscwith America
is eonfined to its legal limits, (and Mr. J.
observes that such is the vigilance of the
revenue officers, that there can be o up-
prehensionafthis pot being dotiey) it ought
to be regarded with satisfaction rather than
jealotsy ; since it can-only grow in pro-
‘portion to the great carrying trade with
England. It is, he tells us, as little the
‘intcrest, as it is-the duty of the West
India proprictars, to’ wish that -this
valuable monopo 1
On the part of himself and his constitu-

We trust that

the desired end; pamely, an

Iy "showld; be invaded.

source of -British "wealth’; and-on
contrary he contends tiat the neces-
'y regulations which he recommends, -

4

- ' pcris‘hcd“ ‘-faminc,;ﬂ Aan) 2o the stite~=For the pars
lﬂ}’ el -th L L !ﬂb Ik 'Bi'fm . F-F n i P_"
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Biitish' siips curry to, and

i o X Tican’ vesscls ‘of thig “des,
whites and‘] Would matedally incredte the” contign- {'nat upply to the'S
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export betwesn the

« In this view of the subject, what is

[* o

il | e
4 —

the droghers of the Oronoko, and of the
river of the Amazons, that will not also
favour the sloops and schooners of the
Delaware and the Chesapeak 7 they are
all but as the country boats of all the other
nations of the world, emploved wherever
our commerce extends, to bring to and
posit In ports of access, commodities for

; | use or for transport. * They are cruxihary.
but claims our notice in and subscrvient to the great traders of the”

parably | deep who may pass by them with their

woven wings without jealousy or envy. .
“I again most scriously and earnestly

rccommend to His Majesty’s Ministers,

to establish a general American inter-

-course with all the British West India

colonies upon these general principles,
and I donot hesitate to sav, that if Great
Britain still continues to refuse the em-
ployment of these petty vessels, for these
purposes, and inthe manner propased,that
she sacrifices, and continues to sacrifice
her navigation, to her navigation and co-
lonial systems.” i

If we have been taught, at an immense
expense, to think justly on the subject of
colonies, and if we have exploded t{w no-
tion of a right of taxing them, we ought
to have regarded the attempt to tax fo.
reign states as scarcely less impracticable,
or lesshunjust.  As this is an error, which,
like the fatal one before committed, is
calculated for popularity, we insert the
able exposure of 1t by thc pen of Mr. Jor-
dan: - '

“ Unfortunately, during the late war,
an 1dea was taken up, against all princi-
ples of palitical wisdom and public jus-
tice, to tax foreign nations, by retaining
part of the drawback, upon the re-c:por-
tatien of sugar from Great Britain. ‘This
was a great breach of parental fajth, on
the part of Great Britain ; it was a great
breach of justice thus to tuke away a por-
tion of the accidental profits of commerce
which they only are honorably entitled
to, who risque at all times cqually the
loss and the profit. Like all other great
violations of principle, this also was at-
tended with consequences directly, indi-
rectly, and remotely injurious to all whom
it affected. One of these indirect and
femote consequences, was an attempt
made for the first tine, ja the ports of
the colonies, to establish those distinc-
tions between the exports to the United
States, 1n British and in American ves-
sels. Sugar and coffce were either abso-
lutely prohibited to American vesscls, or
Limited to specified portions of their re-
turi cargocs.  Considerable impediments
to the obtainings of supplics or necessarics

-were thus. vexatiously created and perpe-

tuated, and great inconvenicnces sustain-
ed.  Not among the least was the consi-
derable craitage of specie, complained of
in all the colonics.  American vessels are

compelled, cither to leave a particidar
colony without dcaling, or they draw out
from amidst the populatien of the coun-

_try, those last portions of gold or silver

“truction of thée conx
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Iy gratified -and-insfracted—un-3 and-wed - -

cordially rccommended it to the attentive
perusal of all who are possessal of either
comiercusl or political influence.

il @ s

To the editor of the Brattleborough Refior=
ter. |

SIR,

My letters to my constituents beinge
closed, I have a request to make, through
the channel of your paper to the editors
of the Vermont Gazette, New Hampshire
Centinely, Coltmbian  Centine), and all-
other publishers of papers, who have gie
ven publicity to the following declaration
of mine, to'which,by mistake, a very im-
proper coloring has butn given,

“ The destruction of the constitition of
the United States has been detarmined on
by a private caucus of the junto 1 have gl-
luded to.” Ay

In order to determine to whom tins
charge was intended to apply, recourse
sliould have been had 1o my first Jetter,
where this junto is described. @A Sufy
a;nbitious individuals undertake to antici-
pate the public sentiment upen all impor-
tant questions,” &c.  LEvery membengf
the administration, every member of the -
national legistu-v, is cxpressly excepted.
I shall not impeaed the integrity of any
man . public life. CGreat injustice
!ma therefore been done e In eadeavon
mﬁlm make me E..'.'.i.‘ that the destruction
ol the constitution hae been )
*a caucus of legislators at \éﬁfﬁﬁ::nlg
[have not suid so.—~Fron: the l?ramic
rage of the revolutionisrs, their avowed
hostility to the constitution, their infernal
proscription of its friends ang their cona
stant hﬂhh&i cf fu:’!fil’-ifiﬂg, [Qgtthcr {Yith
sotne facts of a'private nature, I am per-
{fectly convinced of the truth of the declal
ation which has been mate ; but as l'am'

-willing to yield to every member of the

government the same reputation for ir-
tegrity which I claim myvelf, Y cannot but
consider the applicaticn which has been
made of that declaraiion as a very unjust
one. The expression was at best Incan-
tious, but was not intended to Inipeach

the integuity” ofany member of the fegis-
lature.

It is tryc that there is a etanding « cay-
cus of legislators at \V ashington.” It is
composed of very few individuale, and not
onc member from the New Ernglamd
states has ever been invited to a share in
its deliberations.  Iap arepared to uccuse
this caucus of attenipting to  govern the
union 1R a very improper manner, but
not of conspiring the total destructon of

— Rl

our present constitution.  They ihink the
present constauuon a very bud one, and
wish to give us agoed onc in iy room.. 1o
scveral alterations which they proposed at
the fast scssion of congress are fraugiy
with fuin. In the cpinion of myself end

many others they wgald produce the des-

money which, retained amidst the ranks
ot .society by all the principles and ener-
iz1cs of poliacal existence and combina-
ton, yieid only to the most powerlul ac-
tions, and like the last partions ot moise
ture which give formand solidity to nutu-
ral bouies, are only in the extremest ca-
sts separated and  cuarricd off. The spe-

<ie thus obtained was immediately laid

out to purchiase without rustriction, re-
turn’ cargoes ol procuce among the fe-
reign islands, to their preat encourage-
muiity, and to the considerable vexation
and 1njury of the British colonists—This
drainage of specie was attended  with
consulerable loss, not only to the planters,
but to government also, in_the-article of
exchange. From a considerable per cen-
tage and in our murket, where tiie inoney
point of exchange is fixed at forty per
cent. governiment could frequently get
only twenty five per cent. or a smaller

“per centage on the bills she was obliged
to sell for the

purposes of maintaining
her establishments. This certain loss,
considerably overbaiancing any contingent
Interests, descrves the attention and regu-
lation of Government.

~ This unprincipled and abortive at-

port vesscls and lading droglicis of othef| tempt to tax foreigu nations, by import-
countrics. :
bring away {roin tiue iswnds the coimmo-
ditles laden i, and unladen from  these
vesseidy atld aeitper thelr employiment o;
thew numbers is to be ceontemplated or
calcuiated upon by Great Britam, but us
proots ol the extension of Lict own coin-
merce and proper navigation.
“ Instead, therefore, ofa portin Grenae.}-fion-for—
da, a peit in Dominica, two 1n Jamaica,
one in Tortola, one 10 the Bahamaus, it
might upon these principles weil be re-
commended to Gereat Dritain, to extend
the provisions of the Free Port. Acts to
all the islands, or o the Custom house
ports of ali theislunds.  Itmight furthur | backs.are diminsihed through muny and
be propoacd, by cnlarging and combining
all the principlesand prac-ices which alike
prevail in the \West India intcrcourse with
the Northern and Southern portions of
America, to form one general, simplc, and
consaliduted system, that should connect
them all, which should embraceacd com-
prehend the at present cnumerated asti-
cles of import and;
whole contnens and the islatids, and pers
mit them . _the . employment, . jointly
- with . British .ships, -of one deoked vess
Scls, of.all the countries growingthe coms |-
modities imporied.into the istands. 1
| 'submit this proposaltothe sgyerity of your
Lordrhip’s strictures, 1 suggest it for the
considerationof Ministersay. . - .

ing among them commodities, loaded
with. domestic duties, was at length aban-
doned. Somcthing like a better system

has succeeded. Regulations have been

formed, according to which, although at
tmes and under increasing prices, in-

creasing portions of the drawback on
SUFars maﬁ be retained, yet, in compensa-

it‘“‘iﬂ“‘“‘ﬂ g - i )d] )

fairness provided, that in other cascsa

bounty shall - be superad
prices fall beyond a certain point. There
13, indced, in the assending scale of houh-
ties but one ' solitary
tion, whilst “in the descending the draw-

ded” when the

step ' of compensa-

varicus degrees ol decline, into total ex-
tinction. All assurance also is suspended,
as tb the permanent benefits of this ar-
rangement by its limited existence, and
.consequent dependance upon uncertain
I opinions, and upon -political events and

combinations vet more uncertain,

. From discussions of this sort, all
questions of finance ought  upon princi-
ple to Yec excluded. Whatever sacrifices
commerce may make to navigation, ahe
should make none to revenue.’”’ -

Readers who prefer instruction to

amusement will set a2 high value on the

present pamphlet ; and the superior or-
ders of persons will discern in it much of

‘that accuracy and precision, which men
| of scientific views and habits sometimes
thever'th be:objerted against Nortly Ames | happi
_ ilica of South | alove
andwhat is shere to fecommend | with

iptr-;i;::int;ltbe treatment of.
ects on which moral probahili

L . ™
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racity, than to the cause of truth

. Sfeet -9 inches high, walky-
are
'fnrci)cadt‘ h
when he ‘speaks
but stammers & ittle"when

~W¢ take leave ‘of It

who propose mMﬂﬂﬁthn
be very great improvements in oyr 8)'s-
tem. If we say thereforesthat these gtne-
tlemen have determined to destroy the
constitution, we must be understogd
merely as saying that the measures whieh
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of course a despotism.
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ILL shortly leave Baltimore far 2 or 3

Y ¥ months, those. who may: have Business

with him will please call on or befere the 170, |
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