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F o TO THE |
- Concress or THE UNITED ST4YES
; iINSENATE aAxD

or REPRESETATIVES

i CONVENED.
e -WE ithe Suhscribers, Planters,
i - ~“Merchants, and other inhabitants of
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W o amemonrial of our rights, a remon-
B> ““mirince againsccertajnlaws which con-

Fo

§i' - travene them,. and a petition for that
L

F

B . redress to which the laws of oature, |

- asncticned by positive  stipulation,

have entitled us.

Withcut any agency in the events |

which have annexed our couniry to :

the United Stdtes, we yet considered ;| pray leave to examine the law ¢ erect

them as fcriunate, and thought our
liberties secured, even before we knew
the terms of the cession.  Persuaded
that a frec people would acquire terri-
tory ouly to extend the Llessings of
. frecdom—that an enlightencd " nation
would iiever destroy those principles
cn which its government was founded.
—anda that their representatives would
disdzin tu become tte instrumeuts of
‘oppression, we calrulated with cer-
tainty, that their first act of sovereignty
would be a communication of all the
blessings they enjoyed, and were the
less anxious to know on what parti-
cular terms we were received. It was
.z : ocd that we were to be
A mecrican citizens ; this satisfied our
wishes, it implied every thing we
could desire, aod fillcd us with that
happiness which arises frt.:n} the an-
ticipated enjoyment of a right long
svithheld,  We knew that it wa. im-
possible to be citizens of the Ubited
States, without enjoying personal frce-
dum, protection of property, and, a-
bove sl the privileges of a free repre-
sentative government, and did not
thereforé * imagine that we could
be deprived of these rights, even if
therzs shculd have existed no promise
*to impart them ; yet it was with some
- satifaction we found these: objects
. secured to us by the stipulation of a
treaty 5 and  the faith of Congress
pledged to us for their uninterrupted
crijoyment : we expected them from
Mour magananimity, but were not dis.
, ‘Ple.sed to sce them secured to us as a
right, and guarantced by solemen en-
gagement!s. _
- With a firm persuasion that these
-LLEAg menis would be- sacredly ful-
-filed, we passcd under your jurisdic-
ticn, with a juy berdering on eothus
- sinsm, submitted toths inconvenicvnces
of an intcronediate—domimon without
‘& murmur, and saw the last tie that
mtached us to cur mother couatry, s-.
vered without regret.  LEven the evils
‘cfa military aad absolute authority
-werei.cquicsced in, because it indicat.
- "¢d an eapérness to complete the trans.
?',:inﬂ place beyond the reach of ac.

.

£ ‘
“r.exdgnt-the union we mutually desired.

=ZA - dibgle magisirate, vested wiih
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| sesion ; after debates which only tend.
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BE- Y ihhanh, Fengucaane approach the | ed toshew how little our true situs

gt . Lepisluture of the United States, with !

ed to luiéﬁl,;he enthusiasm which,

uatil that period, had been univerad ;-

and to fix: our attention on present
evils, while it rendercd us less san.

guine as to the future ; still, however,
‘we wished tqQ persusde ourselves, that

further enquiry would produce better
information ; that di '
establish our rights, and time -destroy

.
(3] ‘48

every prejudice that ‘might appose

them. ‘We could not bring ourszlves
to believe that we had so far mistaken
the stipulations in our favour, or that

Congresy, could so little regard them,

and we waited the result; with an
anxiety which distance only prevented
our expressing before the passage of
the bill. After a suspense which con-
tinued to the last moment of the ses-

tion was known ; after the reject:on
of every amendment d:clar.tory of

- our rights, it at length became a $law,

¢ . ¢yl andrmilitary, with exccutive and

- Judicicary powers, upon whose laws
£ “wehad'no check, over whose acts we

%: - “Yiad fo conroul, and from whose de- |

e _.-._-“ggpgmign pf ;il_rl*hthoa:: forms, to which
£ we had: been d¢customed, the total

2t e wamd oy e f 4 .
P- Wagt obany permanept system to re—
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2y the : preplexing necessity of | Which the love of civil liberty and its
et S cemmu. | Principles are we trust too deeply en.
' ¢ graved tobe ever totuliy e¢ffaced.
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23 hefy' 86 ‘bt undersiand—these
fec iRt slighic. inconvenjences, ng

3 : able impreshions, or realiss
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“higsihe tovoluntary errors of. necessi- |

s We-'enter.dined.~—Butwe 1
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withgesigdiition becaiise sye

' puwer,
) and with the'aedvice aud consens of ‘the
s):{eBislative body, he.may Chahge, tnodify

_;ﬁq,!_ta;go \ngs calculated] W;} ‘aid repedl the'l

and before this p:tition cin be present.
ed wiil take effect in our country.
Disavowing any language bar that
of respectful remonstrance ; disd.iin-
ing any other but that which beunchits
a manly assertion of our nights, we

ing Louisiana into two terriior.es, an !
providing for the temporary govern-
ment thcrcuf,’. to compare :ts pr ViS]a
ons with our rights, and its whnle
scope with the letter and spirit r:f_tht:
treaty which binds us to the United
States. _
The first section erects the country
south of the 55d degree, intwa terri.
tory of the Uaitcd States, by the
name-of the Lerritory of Orleans.
The second gives yg « governor
appointed for three years by the Pre.
sident of the United Stat.s, the 4 h
vests in him and ia a counctl also cho-
sen by the President, all Legislative

power subject to thie revision of Cons

gress— Specially guarding agaws:
any ioterference with pubdlic pr.per.
ty either by t:Xation or sale. And
the ffth establishes « judiciary to con.
sistof a Supreme Court haviug ex.
clustve crim:n.l and original jurisdic.

bave the wvilus of 100 dollars ; a.d
such inferior Courts .s the Leg sia-
ture ol the Territory muy estitiish ;
the Judges of the Buperior Court are
appointed by thz Pres.dent to” conti-
nus 1n office four years. I'his is the
summary of our Constitution.  Lhys
is the accomplishment of a treaty ¢n-
gagement to ¢ incurporate us into the
U.uioo, and admit us to all the rights
advantag:s, and immunities of Anc-
rican Citizens.” And thus is the
promise p:rforined which was muad:-
by cur first magisteaie ia your namv,
that you would *¢ receive us as bro-
thers, and hasten to extend to us a
participation ta those invalusile rights,
which had formed the basis .f your
unexampied prosperity,”

lgnorant as we have been repra-
sented of our natural lights, sha | we
be called on to shew that this Govera-
ment is inconsistent with every princie
ple of civil liherey,

Uainformed as we are supposrd t.
be of ous acquired rights, is 1t Liec-ssa.
ry for usto demon:trats'tiat ooy ace
does not “* sncorparate us 1n the nnem
that 1t vests us w;th none ct the
“rights,” gives us no ¢ advantuges,”’
and deprives us of all the ** jmmuni.

$¢¢53”’ ot American c.tizena.

1t this should be required we thir
neither tusk will be ditheult.

On the first paint we need only ap-
peal to your decloration of Ind:peq-
deace, to your Constitution, 1o your
different state governm-nts, to the
writings of your revoiutionary patri-
ots, and statesmen, to your own pro.

acts, and finaiv le

W

representative esszmbly, with so few of
is.distinguishing features, that -ualess

the'name were inscribed op the pifture, |'derived . only from local soorces. The

it would be difficult (o discaver the objeét-

for which It was intended. .
Taxation without representation, an

obligatien to obcy laws, without any voice

12 their formation, the undue infu«nce of

ings, and n dependent judiciery, formed,
we believe, very prominent ariicles in
the Jist of gricvances complained of by
the United States at the commencement
of their glorious contest for freedom ;
the opposition to them, even by force,

was deemed meritorious ei.d patriotic,

and the righta on which that vpnosition

~was fuunded, weretermed tundamental,

indefeasible, ssIi evident and cternal :
they formed, as your country then
unanimausly asterted, the oniy rationsl
basis on which governmen: cou!ld rest ;
they were so plain, 1t -was ﬂddtd; a8 1o
be understsod by the weakest under-
standing ; not capable of alienation, they
might always be reclaimed ; unsuscepti-
ble of change, they were the sawe at all
times, in all climates, and under all cir-
cumstznces ; and the fsirest inheritance
for our posterity, they should never—it
was firmly asserted—'hey shouid never
be abandcned but with life.

These wers the sentiments of your
predecessors,—were they wrong? Were
the patriots who cemposed your councils,
mistaken in their poiitical principles ?
Did the heroes who d.cd in their defence,
seal a false creed with their blood ? No
they were not wrong! The admirvation
of the wurld, the respef still paid to
the living, the vereration accord:d to the
memory of the dead, attest the purity of
their principles, and prove the truth of
those maxims, which rendered their
lives a blessing to their country, and
their deaths gloricus in its defence—are
truths then so well founded, so unive:-
sally acknowleaged inapplicable only:tlo
us? Do political axioms on the Atlantic,
become problems, when transferred to
the shores of the Mississippi; Or are
the unfortunate inhabitants of .these re-

from those equal rights, acknowledged
In your declaration of independence, re-
peated in the different s'ate constitutions,
and ratifi«d by that of which we claim to
be a member? Where, we avk respel-

' fully, vhere is the circumstance that 1s

tion withaut appeal, for all caues a- | to exciude us from a participation in

these rights ? Is it because we have not
heretofore enjoyed them ? This on the
contrary would seem a reason to hasten
the comnunication, to indemnify us by
a futur:ty of freedom, for the years we
have been deprived of it, and enable us
experimentally, to compare the blessings
of a free goverament with the evils of
another dominion.  But the present
siiuation of affairs, forms no pleasing
contrast with that which is past; and if
we did not count with confidence on a
change in the system you have adopted.
the prospe€i before us wou!ld not afford
matters for consolatory anticipation ; for
though a period is fixed for the absolute
government placed over us, though a
year may termuiate, ibe equally objec.
t-oncble system which succeeds it, yet
whatis to fullow ? Liberty ! Self-govern-
ment ! Iudependence and a participation
in the advantages of the union, \f those
were offered 1o us as the reward of a

certain term of patience and su:bmission,-
‘tiough we couid not acquiesce in the jus-

tice 64 the procedure, we should haye
saime consolation in ocur misforiune ; but

no maniicstation of what awaits us at the

eXpiration of the law is yet made.

We may thenagain become the vi€lims
ol fulse inf:.rmation, of has'y remark, or
prejudiced uvpinion ; we may then again

be teld that we are incapable of maneg-

ing our own corcerns, that the pericd of
emancipation is not yet arrived, and that
when in the school of slavery, we have
learned hgw to be free, our rights shall

‘be restored.  Upon the topic to which

this leads we are relu€tant to speak —but
nisrepresented and insulted, it cannot
be deensed improper -to shew how
groundless are the calumnies which re-
present us, as in a state of degredation,

unfi: to receive the boon of freedom -

How far any supposed _ipcapacity, tc

A Govenor is to be placed over us,
whom we havin’t chosen, whom we

T T . raut of our language, uuinformed of
| our institutions, and who may.have no

. .;-u- j ol et B PR AR P . i
=Sp:mih ol American juisprudence, |

conuections with our couatry, nor ig.
terest in its weifire. "

, This governor is vested with all £X.
ecutive and almost unlimited legislative

{or the law declares, that & by

2

and consent will no
from .1he majority of a
d by the presideni or

become less Gt for the task, sin

‘to the principles

ws,” &c. butthis advice
doubt ju all cases be’

governor, and ‘dependent on him for

dire€t the affairs of our own country,
would release the United States from
thetr obligation, to confer upon us, the
rigbts of citizenship, or upon what prin.
ciple they are 1o become the judges of
that capacity, might, we belicve, fairly
be qucstioned==for we have ‘sure

- sthee the
signature of the.treaty, than weé were

before that period—and that no such in-.

capacity was then supposed to exist, is
cvident from the terms of that instru-
ment, which declares that'we are to be

admitted as soon as poasible, according
of the constitution, . If-

the United States thep

may postpane the

. performance of this engagement until jn
‘their opinlon it may be propétto pesform

ity of what validity is the compifl, or can.

:that be:called ons, of which the l}m-..
lormances depends only on the-will of
‘the contralliop party,. <+ -

™ , .

§10Ms the oiily “people who are exciuded

ly not

-may be praduced-than the supeificiak

in their opmﬁons, '__pnd.rcqui:r‘e in their
excreise, a species of information to pe

urest principles will be mijapgﬁed, the
gé!lt ihrt)tmiui;s will be ill.direfled, the
most splendid eflorts of genius will prove
ineffe€lual without an intimate know-
ledge of the manners, customs, pursuita

’ [ Blesd}d alh:* Jalatas

are applied, or in whose favor they are
exerted.  Should 'this reasoning be just,
it would appear to follow, thit local in-
formation should be
legislator, to splendid acquirement, when
they cannot be united ; and should we
give the representatives of the United
States 2ll the superiority they claim and
undoubtedly merit, yet we cannot be
accused of presumption, in supposing

that we know scmewhat more of our

own country, and its local interests, than
men who arc acquainted with it only
trem reporg.
answered that the members of the coun-
cil must be sejefled from the inhabitants:
we have already shewn what share this
council wiil prebably have in legislation :
and the residence of one year is certainly

tco short to attain information, or secure -

any thing like a permenence of attache
ment. “ '

If this locsl knowledpe is necessary to

legislate wiseiy, how much more so is it

in order to etle€l discreetly, those un
whom this task must devolve. The
president must necessarily de pend on the
information of his agents Liere ; without
any personal knowledpe of the men he
must choose § how can he dete€l impo-
sition, or countera@ prejudice ! How
defeat intrigue, or secure himself from
the reproach of haying confided our
Interest to men, in whom we have no
confidence I* We mipht contrast these
inconvencies with the cyident advantipopes
of a clioice nade by the people thems.
selves and the convi€lion would be irre-
sistible, that the Iatter possess, exclusive.
ly, that species of information, wi'h
respe€t to chara@er, condu, circum-
statices and abilitics, which is necessary

to a prudent choice of their representa-

lives ; but we presume cniough Las been
said to shew that among a people not
absolutely sunk in ignorance, the kind
of knowledge indispensible to go.d pe.-
vernment, or a sele€licn of rulers, can
only be fourd at home ; that the best
abilities and tRe purest intentions will not
repiace i abroad, ang that without it a!l
legislation 1s tyrannical and oppressive.

Convinced ot this truth we find tlie
advecates for our subje&ion, driven to an
argument, at which we have betore hint-
ed,  To deprive us ol our right of elec-
tion, we heve been repres:nted ©s too
Iguorant to exercise it with w.sdom, and
tuvo turbulent to erjoy 1t wit., sufcty.
Sunk in ignorance, efieminated by fuxy-
ry, debased by oppreasion, we werc, it
was ssid, incapable of apprecia.ing a free
constitution, if it were given, or fceling
the deprivation, if it were denied—1' he
septiments which were excited by this
humiliating pi€ure, may be imagined,
but canrot be expreesed, consisient with
the respe€t we owe your honorable body.
We were wiiling, however to ascribe it
to the want of corre€} informaticn, but
we could not avoid wondering that it
should bhe vo very defeflive, as to have
drawn from the names of some distriéls
in cur countty, an argument as to the
language spuken in them, which proved
fatal to an imp.ortant amendment to Lthe
bill.  We could not imagine what had

excited the idea of our effeminacy and

profusion ; and the laborious Planter at
his frugal mcal, heard, with 2 smile of
bitterness and contempt, the descriptions
published at Washington, of his opulence
and Juxury.

Asx to the degree of information dif-
fused through the country, we humbly
request that some more correét evidence

marks that have been made by travel-
lere or residents, who peither associate
with us nor speak our langugge ; mawy
of us arc pative citizens of the United
States, who have participated in that
kind of knowiedge which is there spread
among the peope, the others geucrally
aiec_men who will not suffer, by a com-

500 W

cation in ‘the

ture, have lately attended ug, but the
original ecttlemen: of the province was

marked by circumstances peculiarly fa-

vorble iu this respe@ 3 jt was made stno
distant date, at a period when science
had attained a great degree of perfe&tion,

and from a country in which it Bourish.

ed ; many individuals possessing a pro-
perty and rank; which suppose a liberal
cducation were among

and.perhaps there would be no venit y in

asscriing that the first establishment of

Lo Isiana,. imight rie with that of any
tother in Ameziea;: for the respeflability

- sad informatfon- of ‘those Who

it 3 1beir deacendants now respectfully

“call for the yldencs which jirbrés ihat
‘they have ‘degenerated’so »

28 10 becoma’

- '

totally_jconspetent to the (ask of lca sl

tion § for

.

our love .of -order and submis.

ed its power. In those moments of

crisis and danger, no insurre@ion dis-
turbed, no riot disgraced us, the voice of

_sedition was silent ; and before o INRRise

It will not, we trust, be.

trate wasdppointed, good morals served

‘instead of laws, and a loye of order instead

of civil power; .it is then as unjust to tax

~Us with twbulence as it is degrading to

“ay . L)

SHPet : | y -1 Gé
But let us admit tbat by some train of
seasoning to which we are strangers, by

. same incomprehensibe fatality we are cut
preferred in a state

off from owr national rights, and from an
unfortunate exception to those peneral
principles on-which yourrevolution and

. government are founded § that there is no

clause for us in the preat charafler of nee
ture, and that we must look for surfrece

- dom 10 another source ; yet we zre not

without a claim-——one arising from so-
leron stipulation, and  z¢cording to.our
ideas, full, obligatory, and Mpequivecal.
The third article of the treaty, lately
concluded at Paris,
habitants of the ceded territory shali be
incorporated into the union of the United
States, and admitted as sgon as possible,
according to the principles of the fede-
ral constituation, to the erjoyment of all
the rights, advantages and immunities of
citizens of the United Siates, and in the
mean time they shall be protefled in the
er joyment of their Jiberty, property, and
the exercise of the religion they pro-
rﬂsﬁr-" - B Tl
Your honorable body seemsto
dopted a constiuclion of this article,
Which would suspend its performance,
until some period fixed by the principles

bhave 3.

of the constitution, and liave read the ar-

ticle thus {—1he inhab;tants shall bein-
corporated into the Union, and admitted
to the enjoyment ot all the rights, elc; 30
soon as the principles of the federal cone.
siitutlon will permit.  We, on the con.
trary, contend, that the words *¢ according
to the principles of The federal constity.
lion,’” as thicy are placed in the sentence,
form no limination, that they were intend-
cd as adescription of the kind of rights
We were to enjoy, or at inost relate 1o the

declares that ‘¢ the ine

M- de in whichthey were to be conferrad, - -

and that the article contemplates no other
deloy to ourreception, than will be se-
qutred to pass the necessary laws, and
asceriain the representation to which we
are entitled.

‘T'he inhabitants «.f the ceded territory.
are to be *¢ incorperated into the Uniup
of the United Staresi” [hese words can
In no sense be satitficd by the aflin quese.
tion. A territory, goveraed in the Igune
ner the al direcls, may be a province of
the United States, but can, LY no con-
stiu€lion, be said to be IRcorporated into

the Union.  To be incorpurated into the

Unicn, must mean to form_ a part of it s
but to eve!y companeut part of the Unit-
cd Stales, the constitution has ‘guaran-
teed a republ:can form of government -
and this, as we have alrcady shewn, has
Ro one principle of republicanism in iis
composition.—It is,therefore, not a come
pliance with the letter of (he treaty, and
is totally inconaistent with its apirit which
cer:ainly inter.ds some stipuiations in our
favour. But if congress may govern-us
as they please, what necesainty was gthere
for this clause ? or how are we. beuchitted
by its introduétion ¢ If any “oubt howe-
ver could possioly arise on the first meme
ber of the seutence, it must vanish by a
consideration of the seecond, which pro-
vides for their admission, to the rights,

privilepas, and unsnupities.of citizgens of

the United States.  But this ghvern-
ment, a8 we Lave shown, is totally in.
compalibie with those rights.  Without
any vote in the ele€lion of - our legisla.
ture ; without any check upon our execy-
Live ; without any one iwcident of gelf go-
vernment——what valuable ¢ privilege of
citizenship is allowed us ? what ¢ right”
do we enjoy ! what “immunity” can we
boast, except indeed the degrading exs

empticn from the cares of legislation and

—

the burthen of public affaies ¢ = . ..
Will it be said, that though cur right

be admitted, yet Congress are to ‘deters

mine the period when it shall be confer-
red ¢ This, we apprehend, would not on«
ly be contrary to the wards of the treaty,
but.would be a solecism in ftself. The
words ‘¢ according to the

_principles of _

il

Al 1e_population-of-any-other-
colony. Some disadvantages as to ¢du.
higher branches of Jiters--

“ted to their enjoyment in suck

the first settlers, | That

chmposed
ioto that instrument 10 o
“anées,.; We
‘this readoning be true, to find some Pe-

the tederal constitution, to enjoyment of

the rights,” &c. certainly thean, to such

rights as are secured by the principles of
the constitution ; or, that we are admit.
mannér ag
the same principles dire&Y; and st any
ratc the words ¢*'as $non as possible,* can'
never be constroed, 30 as 1o give' n Fight

~of defering it indifinitely; If it may be

procrastinated for two yedrs, we'see ng
reason why it may fnot be dcfefed*'for'

iweaty or an hundred, or torally omitted.”

our verbal construflion s &~ tiye:
one, will be evident fiom pursuing. the
other exposition to its tonsequences. If
the treaty means to say that, we shall be.

constitution will pernhir,’

admitted as 8000 88 the principles of the

we must ook
cover what're.

e

)ns oppose its imme
i We shotdld natueily

striflions o

.

expedl; if

*

efore: which we

-‘. LY

dha leperfofme

their Rppointment and contipuance in | “'“d-“m‘&?&*
office ; or il; they should prove tefl‘iﬂbri. |
-the power of prorogation frees him .
rom any troublesome 1nterfetence '

it o Tavwe Ge carr dvp g | tiod:Umitéq , could rioe
But-If capacity is to be:the criterion'| sion sto. the laws 'we can. cunfident] 8p= 1 became.mémbdrsdlthe Tniohi; some re.
& information the_preliminary 'rcﬁuﬁn; péal W the whole history‘of dilr seilfe. ‘.'qﬁjclgliﬁ-‘hbjjﬁ'pu"“ﬂifﬁ”;?"*{‘afp e o
of our sdnission, let'us tespeélf )ly en- | ment, and pirtic_ulgrly_-ﬁ__m;!h_“ ha Jately | ntas 2,.10:ha prévicds iﬁ .ﬁ e .m_-__..._.
quire svbat.is tlie sature of this capacity, | passed.' In those dangerous motnents. | “formed 3 11 o Lo .‘ﬁm,:i er=.
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