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mmmm ample illustration, though _nothjng terview there mipht b.eﬁ' less agreeablc'tnicuimi; in Cols Burr's opinion evince®
o - AMERICAN could be more easy than tofpursueit. | to you than “_ehewhqc;l Aha?c_'*_tak:n o disposition on the part of Gen. Hamil-
- A Repeating that I cannnt reconcile:| the liberty of addﬂcgsmg you this note | ton to come to a satisfallory accommoda-
AND i : it with propriety to make the acknowe | to enquire when and where it will be ; tion, The injury complained of and the
Di‘_ﬂ.‘f? Advertlser. “ledgement or denial vou desire, [ will | most convenicnt to you to receive g | Feparation expeéled, are so definitely ex-
' g "add that I deem it inadmissible on | communication. ' ‘ | pressed in Col. Burr's letter of the 21st

principle, to consent to be interrogated Your most obt. anq very humble l :li:t- ;::}J?&r:rtl nolt perceived Ia_ncccs-
' as to the’ justness of the inferences J Servt. Y xplanation on his part.
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| S
rcasoh to believe, Gen. Hamilton had.
+utzd expressions derogatory to his honer,
he would have had the magnanimity to
retraél them ; and that if, from his lan-
‘guage, injurious inferences had been im-
properly drawn, he would have perceiv-
cd the propriety of correfling errors,
which might thus haye heen widely dif~
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' FRIDAY, SULY 20, 1504,
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‘ &
T0 THE AMERICAN PUBLIC. «
" The shocking catastrophe which has

- - recently occured, terminating the life !
b5 - of ALEXANDER I{aMiLToN, & which |
has spread a gloom over our city that

will not be speedily dissipated, de-

¢ : with it,shouldjnot be concealedfrom
- the world,

“and fairly ‘disclosed, however some

y Mmay question the soundness of his ; having declared of any Gentleman,

Judgement oo this occasion, all must

be ready to do justice to the purity of

- — -his views, and the~noblenesgs of his

When they shall be truly :

. which may be drawn by others from

R\ - MMav r il O ale

cal opfonent in the course of a fifteen
years competition, It there were
no other objection to it this is suffici-
ent, thatit would tend to expose my
sincerity and delicacy to injurious im-
putations from every person who may
at any timc have conceived the /import

ot my expressions, differently from

mapds that the circumstances which what "I may then have iatended or-

~ led tot;-orweré intimately connect-

may alterwards recollect. I stand
ready to avow or disavow promptly
and explicitly any precise or definite
opinion which I may be charged with

More than this canaot fitly be expect-
ed from me ; and especially it cannot
be reasonably expected that I shall

W,.P. VAN NESS.

sl

Mr. P und‘lcrs-ttmd from Gene-
ral Hamilton that he "immcdiately an-

swered, that if the communication

was pressing he would receive it at
his Country House that day, if not,
hé¢ svould be at his house in town the
next morning at nine o,clock. But

hulid-not_givcl Mr. P. any copy-of |

this note.

No. 3.
New-York, Fune 22, 1804.
SINR,
Your first letter, in a style too per-
emptory, made a demand, in my opi.
nicn, unprecedented and unwarranta-

| to him, and of him only

The difficulty that would result froi con-

fining the enquiry to any particular tim

X 0ccasions must be manitest. 1 he denial
of a spegified conversation only, would
leave strong implications that on other
occasions improper language had bLeen
usede—When and whare injurious opi-
nions and expressions have been uttered
by General Hamilton must be best known
will Col. Burr

cnquire.  No denial or declaration will

derogatory to Col. Burr’s honor have ogi-
ginated with General Hamilton or have
been fairly inferred from any thing be
has saide A definite reply toa requisi-
on of this nature was demanded by Col.
Burr's letter of the 21st instant. This
being refused invites the alternative al.

be satisfalory, unless it he general, so as * of dt:ﬁg_r_lg:g.f_gn__t.l__jgnuhL_hamF&n,._jm;iﬁgd..

wholly to exclude the idea that rumours - in making it the'basis of an immediate

uud. With those impressions, Col.
2 letter which he considered as evasive,
and which in manner he deemed not al-
together decorus. - In one expe@tation,
however, he was not wholly deceived,
for the ciose of Gen. Hamilton's letter
contained an intimation thatif Col. Burr
should dislike his refosal to acknowledge
or deny, he was ready to meet the conses
quences. ‘This Col, Burr deemeda sort

message. But as the communication
contained something concerning the in-
definiteness of the'request ; as he beliey-
ed it rather the offspring of false pride
than of refle€tion, and as he felt the ut-

. most relullance to proceed to extremis

| ‘ . ties, while any other remained, his re-
luded to in General Hamilton’s letter of ;
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S : ' d . quest was repeated in terms more explis
nature, It will only here be .added, enterinto an explanationuponabasisso | ble. My answer, pointing out the | the 20th, . . _ cite. The replies and propaositiony oafhe e
auq the ‘accuracy of the information | [ ¢ryst on more reflection vou wiil [ tunity to take a less exceptionibl- | the coutraversy was placed by General — opinion been constantly in substance ths C
which we have at last obtained, are | gee the matter in the same light with | course.  You hkave not choscen to do Hag_nltwln ?n l"rll:iag le:a't], and | was im- * same. Bu
beyoud any question ; and_ must put-| me If nor. Ican only regret the cir- | it, but by 'your last letter received this :;td;nca!{dil:xm:: :rs‘::tl a fommumfl?"' Cul. Burr disavows all motives of pre- ot
an .end to all mistake or INISTEPresen- | ~umstance and must abide the conse- da}*,' cont.‘.ining tXpre~sons ndeco- necessity of Fh:spme;s:r;nlf;:lt‘::.i 'ti:c dCItrmlncd‘hosulity, B Chﬁr}{ﬂ _bY which mo
. tation. quences. rsus and 1mproper, vou'have increas- inion of Col. Bure been dimini ‘n € | e thinks iusult added to njury—lie ]
The fﬂllﬂ“’in -5 thc co Undcnc 5 ; . ad l 2 e v . p Oplﬂlun 4 urre oecen lmlnlﬁl d b’ ft:t;lﬂ hs a gcn“g"]an ‘hould rct:l Whl:n hll :
g1 corresp It The publication _of Doctor Cooper | ¢d the dl[ﬁ_cumca to explanition 10 | (pe General's last letter, or any commu- | honoris impeached or 1 - thi
that passed between General Hamil- | oas never seen by me till after the | triosically incident to the nature of | nication which has since been received. | out scn:atifns ot huslﬁ?a-l i and with- BOr
ton and Colorel Burr, together with receip: of your letter. your application. I am consequently again instrufed to . revenge, he is di:tcrmill:zdu: ms‘iﬁ' of l
:m'cxplanat:qn‘ofthe conduf:t, motives I have the honour to be, %c. —— If by a ¢ definite reply,” you mean | deliver you a message, as soon as it may | that hm:ur at such hazard as ﬂtl:;nn:::': <y
andviews of General Hamiltoa, writ- y A. HAMIL1TON. the direct avowal required in your fi-st | be convenient for you to receive ite I | of the case demands. o
‘ten  with his own hand the evening | - Col. Burr. | letter, [ have no other answer to give, | beg therefore you will be so good as to The length to which this correspon- ¥
before the meeting took place and only o than that which has alreidy b:en Ve inform me at what hour I can have the dence has extended, oniy tending to Jow
- to have been seen in the deplorable e- No. 3. en. Ifyou mean any thing differcat, | Plcasure of seeing you. prove that the satisfaflory redoess, cir. b
vent that followed. New Xiri, 21st Fune, 1604. admitting of greater latitude, it is re- Your most obedient, and nestly desired caonot Le obtained, e : '
WS 1, il ’ quisite you should explain. : v?r{vhul?b‘:;: servant, deems it uscless to offer any proposition n}:c'
New Tork, fune 18,1804, Your letter of the 20th instant has 1 have the honor to be, Nathaniel Pc'ldlclun' I:l.: 3ol o il message which 1 shall yvie
5 SIR, . been this day received. Hm’ing cone- Sir, your obedient servt, ]u,:;g 26t/ \ e i llmlm:hfl hc;‘nnr to deliver, .'
Isent for your perusalalettersigred | ¢igered it attentively 1 regret to find ALEX. HAMILTON. - I&;ﬁh Ier,;?{:.:; i lg’ m)
_El;a_rilea D. Cqupcr, which, thoughap- | i1, ¢ nothing of that sincerity and de- A arox Burgr, Lsq. No. 9. Yuurguhrcdig;i:cm:j very to
Eﬂ'“:ly publiched alaome time ago, | jicacy whieh you profess to value, _ —_ 16t4 June 1804, Humble servaunt, Ly
as but very receatly come to my Poiitic:l opposition can ncever ab- This letter, although dated on the Sie, : VW.P. VAN NESS, oy
. knowledge. Ivir, \{an Nr':_ss HPO d({ltl solve gentlemen from the necessity of | 23d June, remained in Mr. P.’s pos Iha_vc communsicated the letter which | Wednesday moruing, - Of.
me the favor to deliver ttis, will point | rigid adherence to the laws of honor, | session until the 25th, within which | 70ou did me the honor to write to me of June 27th, 1504. thi
out\o you that clause of the letter 10 | andthe rules of decorum. 1 peithes period he had several conversations | P8 date to Gen. Hamilton, The expec- x e ‘
which -I particularly request your at- | (laim such privilege vor indulge it in | With Mr. V. N, In thess conversai- tlz;tmm' now disclused on the part of Col. With this letter, a meesage was re- B:
tention. others. ons Mr. P+ endeavoured to illustrate | u:jr ;iplpt:ar t?;"m et L S ceived, such as was to be expeéled, con- 4 :nl
. . You must perceive, Sir, the neces- T'he common sense of maokind af. | and entorce the propriety of the ::1!(:1 it::it::::i ;;”l;;:ﬂ:“tf:manda:_f c?q""y& taining an vitation, which was accept~ -
. - : : : ¢ icular v, at; 2, -
sity of a prompt and unqualified ac- | fixes to ~the epithet adopted by Dr. | ground General Hamilton had taken. | gefine case l'ol:' explanaguml: seem tao :il:n :ﬁ;jlt(;dhrl:\a‘:-lrlo'n:n!r{i)rmjd o X i iy po
~ : : . - um the nex as ;
k'nowlcdgcnt_lcut ml']_dtt:luu'ﬂ ulfddj_c“use of Cooper, the ide of dishonor. [t has | Mr. P. m‘:mm“‘fﬁi to Mr. V. N as al noting less than an wquisition into | further particulars. gt gy L
any cxprefsmnftb lccuou warrant bccn_pubhcl}' applied to m= under Fh": thc: result, that it Cal.. Burr wou.d | his most confidential conversations, as This letter was delivered to Gen. 11,
thc qssc!'tlﬂn O le OOPCI'- sanction Of}*gur name, 'l llc qUCEtlUn write a l‘:ttfr, 'rcqucat]ng {0 kthW. In ﬂ't:ll aS_OIhH’S, ' thr‘]ugh thl‘.’. ‘7h0le ptti' on lht: Same tvening, and a ?ﬂ'ry Shurt rql
Your Obedient Ser’e. wmeaning of the word, or has used it | to which Dr. Cooperalluded, any par- | Yhile he was prepured to mect the | Mr. P. who was to call on him early the e
.t A. BURR. | according to syntax, aod with gran- ticuar instance of dishonorabie con. | Farticular case Lurly and fully, he thinks | next morning for a further canference,— il
General Hamiiton. matical accuracy ; but whether you | duct was imputed to Col. Burr, or | ltdmadmlsslblc that he shouid ve t:qué\- V¢hen be did so, Gen. Hamilton said he J
e have authonised this application, ei- ] whether there was aany Imp-achment f' :c;] sk dol § o li’;g‘i a3 to every thing | had not ur derstood whether the message fic
No. 2. ther directly or by uttering expres- | of his private character, G. Hamilton 0::[0 fh':?h;’f:g; r)’ {'gfl“;” in relati- | & answer was definitively concluded, or Ce
New York, fune 20th, 1804, silons or opinions der.. atory to my | would declare to the bestof his re- | . o S BRS) ST UNY {WhELher Bhother meeling was to take )
. 2 i b _ . ki’ tinie or upon any occasion. Though he | place for that pur b “Mr. P .
. Sn, i “ when?” 0 coilection what passed 10 that conver-| . - : purpose between “ Mr. Peo. '
onor. The time ¢ when” isinyour _ P L conver="{ ;5 not conscivus that any charges which | and M;. V. N. Und ’ ' )
I have maturely reflected on the | gwn knowiedge, but no way material | sation : and Mr. P. read to Mr. V. | are-in circulation to the prei dice of Col . 1o ¥ e SNel BINGEr the latter im. {a
sub) ‘ ] f the 18th i ' i N . . L, prejudice ol Lol. | pression, and as the last letter contained
Ubjee P yourjetter of the 18th inst. | to me, as the Calumny has now first | 4 + & paper coatamning the ‘Subsmnc:t: Burr have originated with him, except | matter that naturally led 1o animadver- i
;lnd ‘the more 1 have TC[ICC[L‘(‘, the been d:SC;UECd, s,a% to become ine of what Gen., H. would 84y On that onie which may have Leen 6o Cﬁnﬁidcrcd' Biﬁn, he jrave Mr. P. a paper of remarks the

more I have become convinced that I
c®uld not without manifest improprie-
1y make the avowal or disavowal which
‘Aou seem to think necessary. The
clzuse puinted out by Mr. Van Ness
is in these terms ¢ ) could detail to
-you a stll more despicable opinion
“which Hamilton has expressed of Mr.
~Burr,” 1o endeavour to discover
~ the meaning ol this declaration, I was
obliged to seek in the antecedent part
of this letter for the opinicnto which
it réfered, as having beea alreadv
. disclosed ¢ I found it in these words,
-8 General Hamilton and Judge Kent
‘have declared in substance, that they

rous manand one who ought uot to be
trusted with the reins of goverment,”
- - The language of Dr. Cooper plain-
_ly implics, that Ae considered this o-
pinion of you,which he attributes tome,

: T as'a despicable-one, but he aflirms that

Xhave expressed some other, " stil/
-more- gespi
mentioning to whom, when,or where,

2T'is evident that.the phrase "¢ gyl

= & e i =

cable ; _without however,

subject of my notice, and as the el-
fect is present and palpable.

Your letter has furnished me with
new reasons for requiring a delinite
reply.

I have the honor to be,
Siry your obedient,

A. BURR.
GeENERAL HAaMILTON.

On Saturday the 22d of June, Ge-
neral Humitton, for the first time,

cailed on NMr. P. and communicat:d |

to him the pireceeding correspoudence.
He intcrmed him that ina conversa-
tion with-Mr. V. N. at the time of

looked upon Mr. Burr to be a_dange. | receiving-the last letter, he told M.

V. N. that he considered that letter
asrude and offensive, and tha:t it was
not possible for him to give it any o-
ther answer than that Mr, Burr must
take such steps as he might th.uk pr...
per. He said farthergthat Mr. V. N,
requested him to take time to delibe~
rate, and then return an answer when
he might possibly enteriain a differcot
opinion, and that he would call on

subject, which i1s as follows —
No. 6.

“ Greneral Hamiitun says he can-
n timag.ne to what Dr. Cooper may
h:ve a luded unless it were to a con-
versation at Mr. Taylor’s, in Albany,
last wanter (at which Mr. Taylor, he,
and General H. were present) G. Ha.
miiton cannot recollect distinctly the
pari-culars of that conversation so as
to undeitake to repeat them, without
runiing the risk of varying, or omit-
ting what mighi br deemed 1mportant
circumsiarces.  The expressiuns are
enurely forgotien, and tee spacific
1deas imp: rfccily recmembered ; but
to the best of his recoltection it con-
sisttd cf comments on the political
principles and views of Col. Burr and
the results that might be expected
from them in the event of his electi.
on as Governor, without reference to
any porucular instance of past con.
duct, or to private character,”

After the delivery of the Letter of
the 224, as above mentioned: in a-

& which haslong since been fully explain-
¢d bstwween Col. Burr and himselt—yet
he canpot cunsent to be questioned genc-
raily as to any rumours which may be
afloat derogatory to the chara®er of Col.
Burr without specification of the several
rumours, many of them probablg un-
known to bun. lle does not however
mean to authorise any conclusion as to
the real nature of his conducl in relation
to Col. Burr, by his declining so loose
and vague a basis of explanaton, und he
disavows an unwillingness to come to a
satisfallory, provided il be an honorable
accomimodation,  His obje€lion is;- the
very indehanste ground, which Col. Burr
has assumed, in which he is sorry to be
able to discern nothing short of predeter-

~mined hostiity. ~ Pesuming therefore
that it wir] be adhered to, he hasinstruél-

cd me to receive the message which you
have it in charge to deliver. For this’
purposc 1 shall be at home and at your
command to-morrow morning from cight
to ten o’clock.
‘1 have the honor to bz respeflfully
- your obedient servant,
NartuanigL PexoreTton.
Wiiliam P. Van Ness, Esq.

in his own hand writing, to be commu.
nicated to Mr. V. N. it the siate of the
affair rendered it praper,

In tke farther interview with Mr. V.
N. that day, aficr explaining the causes
which had induced Gen. Ham:lton t»
suppose that the state of the afluir did
not render it improper, he offered this
paper to Me, V. N.—<but he declined re. .
ceiving ity alledging, that he-considered
the correspondence as closed Ly the ac-
ceptaidce of the mesazge that hie had de-
livered.. -

Mr. P.informed Mr, V. N. of the ins..
ducemcrts mentioned by General :Hae
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milton in those remarks, for the Rostpoﬁﬁéiﬁl_j;ﬁ-ﬂ

ning ;hg,mceting until the close :dt,_. ¥
Circuit ; and as this was unceriai,

P.wasto let him know when ‘i

be convenient.
On Uriday the 6th of July, - Py
cuit being closed, Mr. P. yrave this in= '3
formation, and that Gen. Hamilton”"
would be ready at any timie after the Sun-.
day following. On Monday the particu-
lars were arranged, and the. public are .

but too well acquainted with the sad re-
sult, |

“ﬁ. '

‘more despicable”, admits- of infinite | him to receive it. That his reply to | Bother interview with Mr, V. N. he The paper above alluded to is as fol. \
- shades.from very light to' very dark.| M. V. N. was, that he did not per. | desired Mr. P. to give him irn writing Sin | No. 10, - lows :— S e d | P
How am Fto- judge of the degree in- | cejve it possible for him to give any | the eubstance of ‘what he had propos- |- Th: it which 1 Liad ihe & ‘ - No. 1. _ 1
| "_t dtﬂdj ﬂ{ _ﬂho!*_ Bh&ll | annc‘x any | other apswer than l_hﬂl he had menti- ed on the pa'h of General 'Hﬂm“tbﬂq ﬁ“i'c from you Undc:';lh: ;at:t:;'orcl'? Remarks on the Ic‘-‘fr“’fjuu 27’ 130‘. C
Pprecise idea to language 80 indefi- | oned, unless Mr. Burr would take | which Mr. P. did in the words fol-'| terday, states am:mg other things {hat MALALLER L e Lt LR i1 ey
AR ol i * .| back his last letter aond write o.c | lowing— ' . } in Gen. Hamilton's opinivn, Cul.’Burr ter are designed merely to justify the
Y- ) Between denﬂcmcn, despicable and which.would admit of a different re- ~ 'No. 7. “{ has taken a very indefinite sroudd; in result which ,'u_mggca_tct_i in the close of
g, - ~-mort despitable are not worih thepains | ply. He then gave Mr. P- the lewer | 10 answer toa letter properly adapted | which he evinces nothing sliort of pre. | L'¢ cMers. or miay be intended to give an,, ;-
'r?:; _ f;,tif.a:ﬁih}inttiomwhcn therefore you do hergafter mentioned of the 22d o. | t0 obtain frum General Hamilton a de- | determined bostility, and that Gen. Ha- npl::.n::xg fm; rcmllaerln% i :;l:!ng explici
f. odtinterrogate mej s 1o the opinion | June, to be delivered to Mr. V. N, | claration whether he had charged Col. | milton thinRs it inadmissible that-the en- ST TR AP B L LR By ek LI
§%: . ‘which s sprcifically ascribed to me, L| when he should call am Mr. P. for an | BUFt With any particular instance of dis- | quiry should extend to his confidential as u:l % Atna . {a“ i{ . Be iy m’ m:h‘:.
R it conclide, that ydu view. it as Aoawes: SEd- Went” 19 Kid: ¢oudty hnﬁnnral_?lc condu€?, dr had impeached his wellas other conversations. In this Col. 2 o "F e pp;_ t60d. Mpr.
B whbin limits to whichthe animidver. | havge, " o o “CU | private chara@ler, cithorin the comversa- | Burr can only feply, that the  secret | SUAIY 1ol to b misundertood 0y
i "nriit,ﬂffﬂﬁ.ﬁgﬂwgpﬁﬂmw!1P°ﬂ cach| The next day .General Hamilion :,?; 0:::::.1 :x‘ir:il::ull):r 1?,:' :: f:r.b:rq:: whi’EF"- ;‘i:df:l cing’ hi¢ fame, and im- tha in the course of ‘the present discus-
~"Gilicr ‘may jugtifiably extend, aod con- | received, while there, the following | cified eitns 6 B9 W+ | ket s it TR L SF R RAN ROUSLY sion,written or verbal, there has beenno
I L PR L AT i e rted £ : 2 ’ g 1,y | injurious with slanders publicly uttered; | s st TSN i
Uy.ab nof,warranting the idea | Jetter. | - He would be able. to"answer consist- { That Gen. Hamiltop, had, at'no time, iﬂftﬂuﬂf_‘fflrc'i_d#r i e i e R
ARG g ‘;“__iﬁ;_t;_l)g_qggr Couper appears to T e cnily with his honor, and the truth, in | and in no place, a right to use any such ?}E’:"?ig';p‘:;‘:@';m‘”gd ﬁeﬁ'”f‘“"}fa', ';
ftsot ¢ ,u-#.ﬁ.f.?:}.d’f*fg:??" Hhat precise 1_.11;&- - ¥No. 4. substancu, that the conversation to which | injurious expressions’; and that tha parti- :hllircFu' ‘-G‘"- -Il? 4 bp priety. w1 t
Weieasen gg@s.q%lglmu?ﬂm?ﬁm A-ksuldil! 5-; - o - June 23, 1804, lDli' (io::pc_r ulludcdd;;ilrcdtwhtolrli{on po- all negative he ishdhpoacd to give, with | . o i;tt;wﬁ y l'i;r:;lv'h;d'f:é ef:{;gl::ﬁ?ﬁ;i t:;-; g
R Yot conduct,—were. 1to acknowledge g | sk 'tical topics, au not aitribute to | the reservations he wishes to nfake, are | "0 ST SN LS SERANation on: oy g
3T ‘q;};g:iedi}p gi!ﬂ?“ “fgﬁl‘} . Inthe aémlm‘g’n Oig"‘“'—f‘]{‘)’ ; } re- E':J&Eg"" :ﬂrillt::t::cht; ui: r;l:;ltznzlngrablc [ﬁ:r?lofsktlint'he has done the injury speci- ;3{ ::f ;;'f;{:i’&f}z%':’ fi‘nﬁ;:ha:;r:ﬁ{ :I
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