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chanies. It is proposed that the directors report to
next General Assembly, the result of the operationsy,
which their attention 1s called. , |

The committee having observed that a very large py.
tion of the convicts are negroes, and given much atteq. 8
tion to that fact as connccted with the best policy of 1
State, have also concluded to recommend the pfass'age ;
the bill now on your iavle from the eommitiee on Gyl
and Punishinents, prov:ding ior the sale out of thel\_‘me'
for a term of years, of sueh ncgroes as may be hereafte;
convicied of an offence, for which undcr existing lays,
they would be sentenend to coufinement in the Penitep.

Ctiay uch a course would gratify it is supposed, thos]
who have memorialized the Legislature by diminishing
largely the number of conviets, and of course ihe]
amount of labour.

A5 your commitice felt bound fo enquire into everyjg
thing oonnected witl the establishment, as well o seofi
whether - the manzgement of the institution required
aniendment, as to have a complete view of the whole
gibject in all its bearings, they gave much attentionl
its government and police, and for that purpose propour :
ded written interrogatories to the directors and others
and requested that they should be answered under oath.J§
gome of the directors cheerfully answered in that manner, 38
and scem to Lave had great anxiety to give the commitice g
411 the information in their power. Much useful matir} A
which; if time permitted would enable this house to cor-
rect many of the delecis of the present system hias beey M
hus collected: o -
Some of the directors refuse to answrer wnder oalh, al
Jeging that they ought not to be required to doso,®
they would be thas calied uponr to eriminate themselves
The committec do not see if they answered at all why
they shouid refuse to do so under dath, heeanse ifa crini- B
fial progécution were to grow outof the examination,ther
simple ‘statement of it contained suflicient matter would
be ‘quite as fatal as if verilied by affidavit.” The commilicé
saw nothing in tie interrogatories propounded but such
minuieness as was neeessary to direct the attention ¢
gentlerden to the particular facts of which they wished!

Le informied, nor are they aware of having asled any
connected with the official re~!
L3

qtiestion not imntediately
lations of the directors to the State.



