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. REPORT.

The Undersmned of the commmeo raused for the pur-

po$e of cuquiring “whe'uer the coniracis for the, Public

Printisg, wade noder the law. of 1831, ‘have been _faith-

‘g{';,; complied with, and. -.vhe‘..}b or no¢ the priceg naid
in-pursuance of said law are sue ehias a due regoerd to. ;-s

conomy and the public-ingerest demands,, "nd,whet
the gxeat improvements. which heve been made ia the. art
of printing, siwce the adopuon of e present prices;
would not enable us to have.-the neco:sziy ) nrinling exe-
cuted at prices much below these now pe (3,” lmvp ziven
to the several sub_;ecls refered to them as- tnoroupﬁ and
careful an exammatxon ag, lhe l:mneu (zme and powe"s
the followmg xeport as (he 1esult of fhetr mquu:es. e
: The practice’ formerly adopied ofputiing the. prynt-
ing nf the State up to the lowest bidder, has by experis
ence of the Legnslature of this Siate, as well as.that of the
Congress: of the United States, been found by po means 2
safe or cheap niethod of gemno the work done asit should
be done, or of havmg respong:ble and faithful agents for
its execution. If it has been found not. {o.answer We!l in
large communities, where there a:e many offices:and a
better opportunity. for. the benefits of a competition, it is
far less likely to be produetive of good effects.in a com-
munity, wheue, like the city.of Annapolis, there are very
few officers and less chance for a brisk competition. It
was an experience of the: evils resulting from this system
of under competitior, through a series of years ‘which in-
duced the Legislature ﬁnaiiy to abandon that expedient,
and to establish a fair ang liberal tariff . of. prlces for ihe
work they: proposed to have done, and.to.employ such
workmen a3 *hey could depend upon, who would agree
i execute the W ek for a.sum not exceeding. thwe esta b-
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