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Cxtract from the Record of proceedings in Court of Chancery, in Marylanq

L7

BaLTiMORE AND Onio RamL Roap CO)IPANIES,. Compluinants, Wasning.

: vs- , TON, 25k
CuesaPEARE AND Onto Caxar Coxeany, Defendants, Oct., 1830

Interrogalories. put lo Nethan S. Roberts, a wilness produced by the ge.
Jendants, on behalf of said defendants.

1st Interrogafory. Is the report of Jonathan Knight and yourseif, with the
surveys, explanatery notes, profiles, &ec., accompanying the same, and late]
returued into the court of chancery, the joint report of M. Knight and yom‘y:
8etl, as commissioners appointed to carry into eftect the chanceflor's decree
and was that report officially ‘made by you as cownmissioners, and, as in com.
pliance with the concurrent inustructions received from both parties, to make
report of your proceedings when you reached Harper’s Ferrry? ‘

Answer o the foregoing interrogatory. It was so intended.

2d Interrogatory. ~Is what you describe in that report, and the surveys
&c. accompanying the same, as the independent line of the canal, intended
to represent the same location and line of the canal described in the previous
surveys by Mr. Geddes and yourself, and in the subsequent surveys by the
engineers of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company? o

_Answer lo the foregoing wnterrogatory. In runving the line with My,
Knight, I was not guided by previous surveys, but ran the independent line
according to my best judgment, and I do not believe it possible. from the
nature of the ground, that it could have differed much from the previous
surveys. I do not recollect, that, in the mest difficult passes, 1t coutd have
excceded, at any point, more than from two to five feet, and, in the less difli-
cult passes, not more than six or cight feet, and often ran on the same track.
In many places, I saw Mr. Cruger’s stakes standing and nearly on the same
line, and found the marks and lines cut by Mr. Geddes and myself. | had,
in running the line, with me the former surveys, made by Judge Geddes and
myself, in 1827 and 1828, and by Mr. Cruger, in the winter of 1828 and 1829.

3d Interrogatory. You have spoken of variatiens between the iines of the
former surveys and that you made as commissicner, as the independent lineg
were those variations greater than usuaily occur between the survey made for
the actual execution of a canal and such actual execution?

JAnswer to the foregoing interrogatory. 1 suppose they were not.

4th Interrogatory. Does such independent line. and location of the canal
constitute the only eligible location for the canal on that route, it the Rail-
road were out of the question? :

Answer Lo the foregoing interrogalory, In my opinion, it was the only
eiigible 1ocation that could be made, with the variations before stated in an-
sweirto the 2d interrogatory, '

5th Interrogatory. (To this interrogatory the complainants by their coun-
sel objected.) What are the comparative advantages and disadvantages to
the canal, besides the increased cost, stated in your report. of such indepen-
dent lines and location, and the one suggested in your and Mr. Knight's re-
port, as a compromise between the parties? ‘ :

Answer 1o the foregoing interrogaiory. The comparative advantages and
disadvantages in constructing the Canal, independently or conjointly. The
advantages of an intlependent location and construction of the Canal, are, a
diminished expense in construction, and more safety to the banks and waorks
of the Canal in particular places, when safety might be consulted, by throw-
ing the Canal further into the rocks, &c. And, inall places along the narrow
passes, the greatest advantage could be taken of the location, and for obtain-
g materials for constructing the Canal, without the inconvenience of cross-
ing the Rail-voad, or of giving it the first choice of ground, and the most con-
venient materials.  The advantages of appreaching the canal for the purposes
of commerce, unobstructed by the Rail-road along the margin of its berm-bank.
must be, in many instances, very great; as it frequently occurs, that valuable
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stene quarries and timber are found in the vicinity of the passes which, in




