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West, was selected, WhiCh_’.WaS, after diligent-inquiries and
gedulous surveys 1o ascerta in the - mos¢ . practicable réute,
(1'should perhaps say,, the most possible_route) it should be
borne in: mind -thg{it at'that time,, and . .up 10 this period, . the
difficulty of passing-the range of mountain, which divides
the waters of the G ulph of Mexico from those of the, Atlan-
tic ai-their sources, seemed to. ‘present- an insurmountable
barrier to canal navigation, to be accomplished by any funds
the company weré ever likely to be able to command. Tlys
insurmountable difficulty still stares the State in the fa:e;
and the Canal Company, after having availed itself of al] the
experience of the last five years, and- of the- intelligence
to be derived from the whole circle of engineer-
g science in the Connt_ry, is still compelled to admit, as.it .
has done in a recent mémorial, that it must pretermit its ea-
pal for one hundred aud ten miles of the great Western roule,
and resort to a rail road or some sort of ““portage” ffor that
portion of the route. It should alsé'be bgrne in mind by
the Legislature of Maryland; that when this canal was
ohartered, and when the libera! subscription was made by
the State to that work, one of ~tl'uag{lea"di.r';g motivesy and |
mag say the great leading motive; ‘was the confidént expee-
tation that by an expensive and difficult branch of this ca-
nal which should be made to lead to Baltimore, alarge por-
tion if not mnch the greater portion of the trade of this vansl,
would find “its way to the ‘ocean through thst capital: = .
~Alter this scheme had been.projected  and - opera tions'
had been commenced under it, another schemie for.construct~
ing another artificial route (o the west was gotten up, al-
leged by its projectors to be ciieaper and more- certainly
practicable in 1ts construetion, and which gave certain pto-
mise that the trade which it might bring would not be left
within the limits of a foreigh territory, but would be safely-
and securely lodged in the lap of the -commercial metropo-
lisof the State, and thus realize the great desideratum so
much desired Ly tie people of the State, and for which
they were willing to make such liberalsacrifices. To these -
ends,and for these purposes,was the rail road company char-.
lered, and a liberal subscription to that work also made,

. 1t will be no part of the invidious du'y of your com.
l:l‘.“te‘? ‘Q atlempt to enlighten the General Assembly by in-
éa;'lllt]ng @ comparison of the advantages of rail roads over
Wh:(?’ Ol‘;cana]s over rail roads—io enter into a descfussn(_m
m.emlel‘ ']lt be better to travel at the rate of ffive miles or
o eit{; iniles the_hour——_whcther the cost of the work done

"1€T, or the rate of tolls be greater or less, or whethep
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¢ be liore perwancncy in one than the other, or wheth-,




