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plying with tnou‘rht the vacuity of suspended action—
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hope, and nerving the “hero’s arm—and we must all adunt,
that the most port'mt end of cducation is the diffusion of
knowledge among the great Lod) of thc people: and when
we comput & how l'“go a nortion of our happiness. dej pends

on the wisdom of our peculiar legislation, ue(,zmnot but feel
the deepest sohcu «de for the common SpIE‘Id of tliis bless-
ng.. ‘

And having regard to the pm‘i'zczzlm' merits of the general
system, which is now the subject of comsideraiion, we may
fww]v repeat the matured views 'md lustrations w hmh have
been emp}oy ed heretofore in vindication of this principle.

it has been consmieled and the e*c')enenc e of other states

justifies the anticipation, that the general cdmassion of all
classes to-a common School, will elicit talfnts an(l _prove in
practice a felicitous accommodailon Lo i€ genias and spirit
f our.constituiion and form of government.
The beneficial effects of a s¥ sfematic course of common
educatxon in New-York, from \\lnc,h in fact, the system. of
faryland s mainly drawn, are m )m‘ pourt n a re-
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1)"]}“_‘““(] \]e\VS‘ O! *he QIaIL‘\mdn 1!(’5 Says, i ‘S.‘dx}s u!’:CG,
that the first duty of government, and the surest '='v;'§'—m“e of

gnnd government, is the encourazement of cducation—a
gcnf*ml diffusion of knowledge is the precursor and profecior
{ free instiluiions, under it we mayv confide as the conserva-

mc DOICET . that zczll watzh over owr liberlies and n'uur(l them
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system of common §¢ rr; ol may be considered as the =-§mm

"d um of cur hz dom,” for no apprehension of 1ts subversion
can be enerfained aslong as the great body of the pf»op}e
are enlight ened by cd U(,a“nn_—'t() break d¢own the barriers
“which pov eriy has ergcted against the :wmxm!t'nn of Lknow-
ledge, 15 to restore the just cr;mhbnum of soeiciy, and to
pertorm a duty of paramount obhaation.

The suny)mvd abstract from the last report of the Buper-
intendent of common qc 100ls, to the i.c zmh ure of New-
York, wi iex‘no)t o hich relief, the vast admntawgs of their
-__;ystem, sinee iz eommencement in 1816, '




