


e T







COMPREHENSIVE

CHURCH RECORD

OF THE

Methodist Episvopal Churveh.

BRI SR RE
BN RSO N & PE T L LA P S
CINCINNATI: HITCHCOCK & WALDEN,




AN I o LS N A R LA R N L LY LU S b U U R N Y L VPO A A i i AR I P P o A v e

Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1871, by

REV. ALEXANDER M'LEAN,

in the Office of the Librarian of Congress at Washington.,

S A U AP UM 7 S e S A P A U U b A e s L M AP A A A M L L L i A A A A i it o




INTRODUCTION.

Tae GeNERAL CoNFERENCE oF THE Mermopist Eriscorar CHURCH, by a wise care in the
improvement of her Records, has secured excellent forms of these important books, and, in
this respect, gained a precedence for Methodism among the sister denominations.

The success of the Church Record published by the Book Agents, which has been in
use for the last eight years, is its best indorsement ; but the

COMPREHENSIVE CHURCH RECORD

having received the hearty cOMMENDATION OF ALL THE BisHops, we offer it to the Church in the
confidence that it supplies that which experience shows has been the greatest deficiency of
the former Record. Mere novelty of method or of arrangement, and all complexity, have
been studiously avoided. The valuable system of Alphabetical reference on the margin of
each page, as found in the department of “ Members in F'ull Connection,” is now for the first
time given to the world, though it has been practically tested for years. It is found to be
simple, sightly, and serviceable. Its advantages are fourfold: (1.) The name of any member
may thus be found with great facility. (2.) The names of members are not scattered over
many leaves of the Record. (3.) It affords the greatest facility for rewriting or transerib-
ing the actual membership, which is found desirable after many have “removed,” or have
“died,” or are lost sight of through other causes; in the previous form of Church Record
there was no possibility of such transcription. (4.) It greatly enhances the value of the
Record as a reference, in that the sysfem makes the book last many years longer, though
not at all increased in size. Many of the Church Records of the former style have been
soon thrown aside, because the space which was allotted to the entry of names commencing
with a particular letter had been filled ; and this has occurred although divisions assigned
to other parts of the alphabet might have been very little used. Under the present system
this can ‘hever occur.

In the Comprenensive CHURCH REcoRD there are nine departments, grouped in three
divisions, as follows:

. Historical.

. Pastoral and Statistical.

. Chronological Record of Official Members,
. Class Record.

1
1st Division. % 2
3
4
2d Division. 3 5. Probationers,
6
7
8

. Members.

. Marriages.

. Baptisms.
9. ‘Appendlx

The manner of making the entries in these different departments is as fully explained
on the title-page of each department respectively as the case may seem to requlre

The ComprenENSIVE CHURCcH REecorp will be bound up in three different sizes, so as to
meet the wants of Churches of every grade, from a membership of one hundred to a thou-
sand. Kach book, however, will embrace all the departments, and retain the relative pro- -
portion of the several parts.

By the use of this book we shall have uniformity in our Records throughout our entire
work, so that a minister having learned the manner of keeping them in one charge will be
prepared to keep them properly in any other charge to which he may be sent.

Trusting the ComprEHENSIVE CHURcH REcorD will give increased and general satisfaction,
we commend it to the favorable consideration of the Pastors and Presiding Elders.

3d Division. §

NELSON & PHILLIPS.
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Historical Record.

EXPLANATIONS AND DIRECTIONS.

Tmis department is intended to contain a brief record of every thing of’ importance
connected with the history of the Church using it. If an old Church, then a brief history
of its organization, and of its difficulties and successes, etc., should be entered first,
embracing from five to ten pages. After that, each Pastor will be expected to add a
page or two at the end of the Conference year, giving a brief account of such matters in
connection with the Church as he may deem of sufficient importance to be preserved among

its records.  Brief obituary notices of distinguished members may be inserted, provided the

entire record of the year does not exceed two pages closely written.
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Histovical Record.
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Histovical Rerord.




Pastoral and Statistical Record.

EXPLANATIONS AND DIRECTIONS.

Tais Record, as will be seen by the headings, is designed to contain a list of the several
Pastors of the Church, with the dates of their appointment and removal, the amounts esti-
mated by the Quarterly Conference for their support, and the amounts actually received by
them respectively. In addition to these items, it will contain a summary of the Statistics
of the Church from year to year, as made by the Pastors to the Annual Conference, in
accordance with the requirements of Discipline. Only one entry will be required each year,
and that should be made by the Pastor himself at the close of the year, so that the Church
may have his awfograph in its permanent Records in connection with the exhibit of the

year’s labors.
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CHRONOLOGICAL RECORD

OF

Officia,l Members.

EXPLANATIONS AND DIRECTIONS.

THais Record, as its name indicates, is designed to contain a list of the Official Members
in the order in which they were appointed. The first Record should be made out so as to
have all holding the same office (say Trustees) together, beginning with the oldest in office
and coming down to the last appointed. The list should embrace Local Preachers,
Exhorters, Leaders, Trustees, Stewards, and Sunday-School Superintendents. After the
first list is made out, the Officers’ Names will appear in the order of their appointment
without regard to the Office held. Whenever one ceases to be an officer of the Church
the proper record should be made as to the time of the removal and the manner, whether
" by Ezpiration of Term, Resignation, Removal from the Church, Death, or Expulsion. The
fact of his removal may also be indicated by placing in advance of the name a check
mark (v/) in red ink.
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Oificial Bembers.

Maryland State Archives
Special Collections

Note on Digitization

MSA SC 6168-1-1
Neavitt United Methodist Church Collection

Dates: 1875-1892

Medium: bound volume

Talbot Circuit Record Book, containing records of the
following Methodist congregations:

Chattham (now Neavitt United Methodist Church);
Tilghman Island; Broad Creek Neck (now Bozman United
Methodist); Bayside (now Wittman United Methodist) and

Poplar Island

Pages 29 - 32 were left blank.
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Official WMembers,

.‘Ho?w Removed, - Remarks.

Maryland State Archives
Special Collections

Note on Digitization

MSA SC 6168-1-1
Neavitt United Methodist Church Collection

Dates: 1875-1892

Medium: bound volume

Talbot Circuit Record Book, containing records of the
following Methodist congregations:

Chattham (now Neavitt United Methodist Church);
Tilghman Island; Broad Creek Neck (now Bozman United
Methodist); Bayside (now Wittman United Methodist) and

Poplar Island

Pages 29 - 32 were left blank.




Class Records.

EXPLANATIONS AND DIRECTIONS.

TaE blanks in the second space at the top of the page are to be filled with the Number
of the Class, the Name of the Leader, and the place where and the time when the class is
held. The Class Lists should be carefully transcribed in numerical order at the close of
each Pastoral term, inserting full name, state in life, and present residence, (the last with
pencil mark.) Any change of state in life occurring during a Pastoral term should be
entered in the second column under the proper heading. Changes in residences should be
entered in pencil under the head of Remarks, and when the lists are transferred carefully
rubbed off again, so as not to deface the book. All other notes entered under the same
heading, such as Transfers, Deaths, Removals, Resignations, or Expulsions, should be entered
permanently with ink. The Numbers of the Classes should remain the same from year to
year. The register numbers will be found convenient in making out Quarterly Reports, as
they will save the trouble of a recount every time you wish to know the number of mem-
bers in the several classes.
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Maryland State Archives
! Special Collections

Note on Digitization

MSA SC 6168-1-1
Neavitt United Methodist Church Collection

Dates: 1875-1892

\ Medium: bound volume

Talbot Circuit Record Book, containing records of the
| following Methodist congregations:

Chattham (now Neavitt United Methodist Church);
Tilghman Island; Broad Creek Neck (now Bozman United
Methodist); Bayside (now Wittman United Methodist) and

Poplar Island

| Pages 72 - 98 were left blank.




Probationers’ Record.

EXPLANATIONS AND DIRECTIONS.

It 18 not intended in this department to insert the names of Probationers alphabetically,
but simply in the order of time in which they became related to the Church as Probationers.
This method is what is termed the “ Promiscuous Entry.”

After making all the other entries in regard to the particular probationer, such as
«State in Life,” “Residence,” “ When Received,” etc., put.the first letter of the surname as
a capital letter in the column appropriated to that letter (observing that two letters are
given to each space), and the second letter of the surname, in small size, in the column for
the second letters.

Whenever you may want to find the name of any particular probationer castyour eye
down the column where the initial letter of the name you seek should be, and you will
readily see whether the name is on the page or not, and so on for as many pages as there
may be probationers. '

The general headings in this department need little explanation. The double rulings
under “State in Life ” are designed for a second insertion in case that state is changed dur-
ing probationship. In the double rulings under the headings, “ When and How Baptized,”
and “ When and How Disposed of,” the first.column is to contain the date, and the second
the answer to the “How.” This in the last column ought to be explicit, as to whether the
parties have been Received into Full Membership, have Removed, havesbeen Dropped, have
Withdrawn, or have Died. Care should be taken in receiving Probationers not only to get
the names and the classes they propose joining, but also the residence, the state in life, and
the fact as to their being baptized or not.

The names of Probationers should not be entered upon the Alphabetical Record of
Members until formally received into full connection by the Pastor.
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