
.53 What is your name? 

 My name is Ho in Vietnams it would be Ho  

 1:05 How old were you when you left Vietnam? 

I left Vietnam when I was eighteen  

1:14 Who did you leave with? 

In Vietnam I lived with my at the time I lived with my mother and two brothers and two sisters 
and at the time my father was captured by the communions party and they keep him in a 
prison where you can go out and work  

2:05 How did they treat him there? 

Like most if the Vietnamese people who worked for Americans. They keep them for years and 
years and years and the reason for the first time they say they keep you one week two week 
things like that and all the soldiers and the officers from South Vietnam they come and they 
keep you and from two to three weeks they keep you for three years and some of them stay 
ten years in prison and they are far away from where they live some of them was brought from 
south Vietnam to north Vietnam  

3:10 Do you have any good memories from Vietnam?  

Yeah of course I have a lot of memories  

3:18 What is one of your favorite memories? 

I don’t know maybe I can say the time with my family the time with my brother and sister and 
the time I went to school there  

3:43 What did you bring with you when you left? 

When I left Vietnam I had my vest, my pants, my shirt and I think there was nothing else 
because we needed to hide so some people organized an escape from South Vietnam and we 
were hiding in the city and there was some boat coming they took us to the sea to the big boat 
and then we went there and escaped Vietnam and on the way out we were stopped by some 
security or some solider or some Vietnam police and they took everything. We had to give them 
watches or jewelry or whatever so we could continue.  

5:17 What were you emotions when you were leaving? 

I was young and I don’t know I didn’t have any feelings or anything I just wanted to get out 
because I went to school and I did well in school but in order to get to the university and what I 
heard a year later that I did very good in the test but because of my father being in the prison 
he worked for the south Vietnam I had no chance so they didn’t accept me to the university of 



south Vietnam so we saw there was no future for me there we had time with everything see no 
future so my mom said okay we try to bring you out of south Vietnam to escape south Vietnam   

6:53 What were your thoughts when you arrived to America? 

So at that time I escaped South Vietnam then we were rescued by a German ship they call 
“Capatmore” a very well-known origination in Germany they rent a ship and sail along the 
Vietnamese coast to find and rescue the boat people from South Vietnam and I was rescued by 
the German ship and bought to the Philippians I was in the Philippians for about 18 months and 
then came to Germany after 25 years in Germany my parents could live in the united states and 
they made an application for me and my wife and children to come here in the USA  

8:12 Do you remember when the communions came and took your father?  

 No at that time I lived in a village and at that time my father was not in a village around the 
village where I lived my father was at his parents house and they came that day and took him 
and I didn’t see him.  

8:40 Did you ever see your father again? 

Yes after I left Vietnam and I went to Germany he came to the US about ten years later I got the 
chance to visit him and my mom here in the US. 

 

9:06 how long was he in camp or the prison? 

I think more than four years, so he was in the prison more than four years the first time he was 
in a prison around 2 1/2 years came home and suddenly about 1978 there were some trouble 
in the north with the Chinese it was war with them and on the west there was War with 
Cambodia and I think there was trouble because the captured everyone and put them back into 
prison. 

 
10:05  Where any family members left behind in Vietnam? 

I left alone so my dad my mom and my siblings were so at the time I left it was 1981. 

 
10:23 When did you reunite with them? 

I came to Germany in 1983 and they came to the US in 1991 so after the time in prison my dad 
everyone who works for the south or was in prison couldn't make an application to the US took 
them over here. 

 
 11:18 What were your emotions when you reunited with your family? 



I was very happy to see my family again after a long time. 

 

11:32 Do you still have relatives in Vietnam? 

Of course I have grandparents my aunt from both sides and my uncles. 

 

11:58 Have you visited Vietnam since? 

The last time I visited I was 17 years ago in 1999. 

 

12:00 Do you miss Vietnam at all? 

I am taking every day about Vietnam watching the news watching YouTube or everything on 
the Internet about Vietnam  this is every day I mean The connection is still there. Everything is 
still in Vietnam. 

 
12:48 When you came back from Vietnam how did it change? 

The first time I came back from Vietnam was 1995 after 17 years it's changed a lot. I mean 
everything changed A lot of cities were different new cities and more  crowded 17 years ago 
The first time we came back we asked everyone. To restart ourselves with the local . At that 
time my dad and my mom came from America and meet us there so a family reunion in 
Vietnam and was startled me was next morning One of the local police is came to our House 
and talk with my father as if he wanted to know everything what we're doing there I felt very 
uncomfortable and very insecure that time at that time someone from the local police came to 
your house and  talk to us And the first day we were there I feel like im Vietnamese  on the 
kitchen table anybody can do something you don't half hour is the kind of feeling that I had in 
Vietnam. 

 
13:00 Do you still have contact with anybody in Vietnam? 

Yes I have contact call them at this time trying to make contact through Facebook my uncle and 
cousin all-around Vietnam and some living in Australia. 

 
15:53 Is there anything in Vietnam that you saw or the worst thing you've ever saw going on 
in the war or was it just like your father got taken away? 



The worst thing was right on time I was around 12 before 1975 we were eating our lunch and 
then come home and then come some explosion we live in the city and we heard everyone just 
I don't know we had some shelter to protect you from explosion. 

16:23 What were your emotions?  

Of course at 11 or 12 years old a lot of scare we went to the shelter and come back 30 minutes 
later lots of scare and a round around 1995about February or March and we Heard about 
coming from going to the south Vietnam and everyone started to rush to the to harbor, there's 
a lot of ships in the harbor and trying to escape from there and the ship brought us to 
somewhere in Vietnam. Lots of people running so we saw the soldier with their guns It just 
looked very scary. We don't know what happened because it's just war The worst day I could 
live there was April 13, 1995 when the commission and South segon fought everywhere with 
people running around throwing  things around things around remember people jumping from 
the buildings in South Vietnam we were preparing for the worse the we are preparing for with 
water and food for the worst take long so if the fighting was going to take long but then my 
father was very scared, they hurt a lot of people. It was a very long day and very bad and scary 
day. 

 
27:00 What were your thoughts on the Americans? 

About American military, because my father worked for South Vietnamese army, the 
American help the south army. They help the South Vietnam protect us from the north, we 
would rather be with the American army then the communist army.  

 
28:30 Did you know anyone that passed away in the war? 

I had a husband from my cousin, he was a soldier from the south army and he died around 
1970. 

 
29:00 Were you ever scared you were going to be in the army? 

No when I left Vietnam I was eighteen years old and of course there was no problem for me 
to get to the army. 

 
30:00 Did you ever have a problem transitioning to the different countries? 

I didn`t have any problem with the transition to Vietnam to Germany or from Germany to 
the US. Vietnam from Germany I was young and eager to do new things and happy so I 
didn’t have any problem with that. And I don’t remember anything but living in Germany 
was hard because you could make friends and have relatives but I had to do everything on 
my own. But that’s okay some how.  



 
30:30 Where did you live? 

I lived in two weeks in some sort of camp and then after that they found us an apartment 
and I lived there. 

 
31:50 Did you ever live anywhere else? 

I started my training in a factory, and I went to the university and studied there.  So I could 
work as a programmer/ Professor and yep. So I just lived in a apartment.  

 
32:00 When did you visit your parents? 

I was 28 when I visited my parents in the USA and at the time I was married and had my 
first child and I couldn’t bring my child and wife to visit my parents here because the US 
didn’t allow us to because they were afraid we were going to stay here in the US and wont 
go back to Germany, so I had to visit alone. 

 
32:40 When did you move to the US? 

I made the application in 1995 and in 2007; we had to wait around 10 years, and made it to 
the US in 2007.  

 
34:00 What made you want to live here? 

I`m the oldest in my family, for Vietnamese it`s important to be with the parents so I felt 
like it was my duty to live with my parents. I also had more possibilities here in the US and 
same for my children because I was happy in Germany and it helped us a lot and gave me 
possibilities to do things in my life and somehow how people are feeling, are not accepted 
unlike here. After 25 years I feel like it is apart of me. That is why I was in the US to visit my 
parents and I fell most happy here then in Germany.  

 

35min:the atmosphere and how people feeling not accepted like here after 25 years I think I 
feel like I was a guest in some country and not a part of it so that is I went to the US to visit my 
parents and I feel like I was happy here and not in Germany 

36:41 What were your emotions when you got off the boat? How long did it take you? 

I was with the one of the three people in the 15 meter long boat of course it was very crowded 
a lot of people staying underneath inside the boat and some of us were lucky and got to stay on 
the best of the boat we were two days on the sea 2 nights and two days and after that it was 
very rough and only had 20 liters of gas left that means 2 hours left cause of no power and not 



a lot of food it was very scary that the waves and wind were coming and no signs off anything 
coming it can scare you 

38:19 Did you think you’ll be lost at sea? 

Yes yes cause the storm was coming and everything was and that night people threw away stuff 
to make the boat lighter so it was a very scary night 

38:45 How long were you on the sea before the Germans got you? 

Around lunch time of the second day as we still have 20 liters of gas left and we saw big ship 
coming and people saw it was the lumière in French it means boat of light and some people say 
it was western ship and so we were happy and tried to waive them down and they brought 
them on there ship and we were around 610 and total it was around 695 people 

39:58 Were the Germans kind to you? 

Yes we got everything we need from Germany and it took us to a refugee center in the 
Philippines that’s the center were 7000 8000 thousand people living there waiting go to 
Germany most of the people were going to the USA because the American ship from the navy 
recuses a lot of people from the south china sea ad a lot of people come direct from Vietnam to 
the Philippines and the US well let them come over from there 

41:03 How did you end up in Maryland? 

That’s easy cause my parents were living here in Maryland since 1991 and lived here then 

41:27 Why did your parents move here? 

I don’t know my parents made the application to the US from Vietnam and just picked because 
we didn’t have any relatives or any sponsors for any sate so they just choose one 

42:09 Did you find a job fast here? 

I arrived here in the US in 2007 and in June I put around 15 to 20 applications and was very 
lucky and got a interview in greenbelt Maryland and I was very lucky and have been working 
thee for 8 years now 

42:50 Do your kids ask bout your experience in Vietnam? 

My children were all born in Germany so there not interested in Vietnam or the time was over 
there 

43:30 Does that disappoint you that there not interested? 

No because that’s my time and memories and they were born in Germany and they feel 
German and not Vietnamese and that’s ok not feel that way and be their own person 

44:32 Do you feel like an American? 



Yes I feel that way 2 years ago I got my citizenship and I feel I’m accepted here in the USA and I 
feel like a American and the immigration history were everyone’s accepted  and I don’t feel like 
guest like in Germany 
 
 

 
 

 


