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1-8 Hi, I was born 1966 in Saigon which is the capital city of South Vietnam.  
It's nice, I was a little kid probably about 4-8 years old, the war was not i my  
mind until the take over that took place in 1975,  
My family have immigrated from the north back in 1954 because they knew  
that the Vietcong was bad. They easily escaped but left everything behind  
from the south to start over again. My family was a quite educated and  
wealthy family, so i always heard stories about the communists were bad.  
But i didn't know how bad it was myself until 1975 when communists from  
the north took over the south. Well, back then i didn't really comprehend  
how bad it was, Okay. My aunt worked for IBM the company. Around the  
29th of april before they took over, we were supposed to be on the rooftop  
of IBM and there was a supposedly to be a hot helicopter that would pick  
the family members of the employees up. Well April 30th we were on the  
rooftop and the helicopter flew right above our head, there wasn't one that  
landed to pick any of us up. My aunt took us out to the boat to all the ship  
and water to escape from their but she only took my older brother who was  
13 years old at the time, and left my sister and I behind because we were  
too young. Anyway, they didn't get to escape because everyone was  
panicking and the boat was full, and they couldn't escape so they came  
back that was april 30 1975. I knew the only inkling of the war at that time  
was there was a lot of tear gas and a lot of gunshots in the city, that's the  
time i knew something about the war, yeah you hear about in school, you  
hear about the war and the capital city, but you don't experience it until that  
day. And then when the communists took over and you see tanks and  
everything rolling into the city, the first those people that could've escape,  
already escaped, so those that were left behind, you have a timeline where  
you can't be out your house after 8 at night. Every morning little kids have  
to be up around 5 o'clock in the morning to do exercise and stuff like that.  
All the men and all their family members, especially the men who had  
anything to do with the military, the south Vietnamese military was told to  
hey you have to go to the reeducation camp for 5 days, you have to  
understand at that time, most of the men are the ones that bring the money  
home so the wife can stay home and take care of the kids. So now all the  
men are being wild up saying you're going to a reeducation camp far away  
for 5 days. So everybody was like, Okay it’s 5 days. So we are going to get  
it over with. 5 days turn into 5 years and then to 10 years. Then they were  
taken away and taken to a labor camp in a far far away place. So now all  
the wives of the homemakers now have to go and make a living with no  
skills whatsoever not only that because their motto is everybody is equal  
so when you say the rich and poor and all that stuff so now each person  
will get to buy 1 kilogram of rice, for each household member you can’t live  
off of that it’s not enough you eat 20 pounds of rice per month. Now you  
get 2 kilograms, then you have to survive off of something else, something  
different. No I heard stories from my father and from my uncle who were in  
those camps, it’s basically a labor camp they try to hurt you, they try to do  



everything, you know it’s just like a labor camp. Okay, I have 1 brother one  
sister, both older.  
  
9-17 once they took over another thing that they did was because Vietnamese we don't believe in 
banks so everything is hidden under the mattress and stuff like that because we did not believe in 
banks because banks were worthless it's not secure so what happened was what the communist 
did The first time to make everybody poor was ok One day you have 1 million dong The next 
day does million dong's are worthless each family would  be able to trade in new money so each 
family would have A chance to trade in $1000 The other 999,000 is worthless it's a piece of 
paper about five times so I have one brother older brother and older sister so after 75 was like 
earlier I was telling you about 5 o'clock in the morning all the kids would be round up and 
basically they would brainwash they said the communist is here to help you your family and all 
that stuff after 75 early-morning they would round up all the kids to exercise and also 
brainwashed them about The communist party how good the communist party is we taking over 
to help your family but if your family have anybody opposed to your family towards the 
Communist Party you need to report it including your family members so let's say your father 
say something bad about a communist party you need to report it those are the brainwash that 
they tried to do to all the kids I was in the sixth grade back then so the principal of my school 
The highest grade she got was third grade maybe what they do is those people are there to watch 
you those people are the loyalist to the party so they had to watch you and after that all we did 
was learn about communist party everything was for communist party so they try to brainwash 
you with everything and if anybody opposed in anyway our family just disappeared overnight 
and nobody knew what happened to them so no only they brainwash you they also use scare 
tactics I was eight years old so you could imagine there's not too much comprehension on my 
part but yes now because my family always talk about how bad it is we know but we also knew 
how hungry we were at eight years old you start learning you see the  difference between life 
before and life after  75after living under communist for everybody in South Vietnam everybody 
wanted to escape Vietnamese there is a saying if a dog can escape the dogs will escape so 
everybody is trying to get out but you know you have the army you have the Navy always 
patrolling so anybody that tried to escape if you get caught you get thrown in jail I'm not only 
that you have to have a lot of money in order for you to get out because city people you don't just 
get a boat you have to pay for a place to be on the boat and now with too many people trying to 
escape everybody is always watching from everywhere you can't just say I'm going to build a 
boat today and try to escape so what happened was my aunt had some money I don't know how 
but she paid for my family to escape from Vietnam in October 1978 oh so that morning I was 
supposed to go to school but when I woke up that morning she said I was not going to school so 
everybody dressed like we are living in the country and we took a bus to a small city that was 
nearby the water it's funny that us country people and city people you can tell the difference 
between us even though you try to dress like the farmers and put your skin is wider the way you 
walk the way you talk is different so people are like looking at you funny but anyway that night 
we escaped there was 31 people on a little boat all the men will act like they are fisherman well 
what do I do I skip school a lot so I would get a note from my brother saying that I was sick and 
the teacher is like how come you so sick you sick like three times a week you got to do what you 
got to do so when I miss out on the education part  
27-35 But the most, the proudest experience I have with the navy was in 1987, when we were out 
patrolling to see, my ship was with another ship and the other ship called and asked my captain to see if 
there was anybody who speak Vietnamese on board so they had to send a little boat over to come pick me 



up because the other ship just picked up 17 refugees and it’s a canoe its not a boat its about twice the size 
of that table and they need somebody to be interpreter as I was there to interpret for those people I see 
how great America was, how great the people are. The sailors on board that ship took care of the 17 
refugees like they were family so I was so proud of that, that’s how, even though the work is hard and 
long and there's a lot of sacrifice but I decided to stay in the navy for a long time because of that 
experience.  
(27:55) I think society changed there's a lot of people that change also its not as safe as it used to be but 
then maybe its TV I don’t know Its different but that because of society changed  
(28:30) well there's lots of different, I'm not a political person, but back then when I remember going back 
to middle school kids are kids okay other kids would run up to me and they would pull their eyes like this 
oh chink chink chink and make fun of you that was 30 years ago the were not used to seeing Asian 
at that time so its something different even not only to me but from their perspective I think its 
different but nowadays, because of TV now you see Asian on TV or Asian in the street so you 
know it s normal now, its not like it used to be.  
(29:38) Society changed there's a lot of laws that protect people different race, different gender, different I 
mean different rights that back then it wasn’t acceptable.  
(30:18) It bothered me yeah of course when other kids make fun of you it bothers you because youre not 
them you're not accepted you're not equal but it is what it is I mean you just have to adjust and go 
through life because you have no other choice  
(30:51) no because at that time not so much  
(31:18) That’s the dream of a little kid, have enough toys and candies and stuff lie that as you grow up, 
one thing that you're going to learn is that life is hard, its not easy . Besides now at your age you're going 
to school, learning things you have people, your parents take care of you take advantage of that. One 
thing I would like to part with you is that life is not so simple life is not an easy street its not a  
straight narrow road it will have it's curves but one thing you got to do is it doesn't matter what you have 
to go through I've endured racial discrimination, even in the military I endured a lot of discrimination not 
so much as now that I look back at it not so much as people was downright hatred but lets say if you out 
of 10 people 8 of them is white 1 of them is black ,  
36-44 but but because at that time the fog was too heavy so we were able to escape and go back in 
land so on the way back in land the weather was clearing up so we got to the sea the place is 
called bow town which is the land we were waiting waving white flags for them to help rescue us 
nobody came so it like okay you guys try to escape were not trying to caught you anymore you 
just die out there so it just happen that the weather was clearing up so the captain of the boat 
asked what were going to do? Are we going to go back or are we going to try to escape again? 
So everybody anonymous decision was lets escape again so all the man would take water over 
board twenty –four hours a day because water keep coming in because of holes and were sinking 
and if we don’t do that we will all going to die basically I would say there was about 90 
something percent we were going to die when the storm hit because of the small boat and 
everything so now we made a decision to go onward through our escape so we finally got out 
international waters and there was no direction of whatsoever I mean we just going to go to 
Malaysia for what nobody aboard so we don’t know so we just escape to another country but 
have no idea of what we need to do where we have to go stuff like that so when we got out the 
water we were asking other fisherman from other countries that were able too point us to refugee 
camps in Malaysia basically the refugee camp was just an island an empty island in the middle of 
the ocean they made it into a refugee camp so about ten days later we got to the island the 
Malaysia police wouldn't let us on to the island because at that time they said the island was too 
full already there was about 3000 people already on that vacant island three days later they 
finally let us land because the storm was rising so they let us unto the island and the island was 



basically you go in there just sleep under the sun there was no house no toilet no food had to be 
brought daily from a boat and the ration was not too many we were hungry no place to sleep it 
was ridicules but we were one of the lucky ones we from Vietnam even though there was trauma 
we got to were we got to go there over six months on that island I heard many stories there a lot 
of people that die in the middle of the ocean more then half of the people that tried died in the 
ocean not only that some of the boats got caught by pirates so pirates was ramped most of the 
time mostly in so what they do is rape the women and kill the man or take the man too 
prostitution camp something like that the woman i know in my family there some people some of 
my cousin escape and never heard from them again so we were in that refugee camp for about 
six months and ever day there something different countries would come there were interview 
and each countries would want to accept you for resentment so which having family I had aunts 
and uncle living in the U.S one of my aunts us to work for IBM which is a U.S company so we were 
finally accepted but it took six months some people live there for years without being accepted  
So after we were accepted we flew from Malaysia to Seattle it was just a stop and then to Maryland he 
was 13 arrived March eight ninety seventy-five had numerous family left behind my immediate family 
my dad yes only one left behind he was still in the labor camp  
You always dream as a little kid you don’t know any better you coming from one country to another you 
that time we left we had nothing you weren't able to bring anything so I only thing I had on was a pair of 
short and tee shirt that was my only belongings during the six months in the refugee that all I had  
 

I mean beside my uncle and my father who was fighting the war, as a kid we're just a normal 
family that lives in the city that just goes to work, goes to school. Thats how we do we're not a 
political family we don't talk about politics or anything like that we're just trying to make ends 
meet. The adjustment to American school was very difficult because, like I said I didn't 
understand the language so if you spend three hours a day studying homework it would take me 
at least four times that much because of the language. We all went to school and worked full-
time. So my sister was two years older and my brother was five years older so all three of us 
worked and went to school full-time. The Escape. The Escape was the most dramatic things that 
happen in my lifetime I would say. Like I said, for us it was a horrifying experience but for 
others who died, who were caught by pirates there are numerous stories that I learned about 
when I was in the refugees campagne for 6 months. I do I see my father occasionally he still lives 
in Vietnam and everytime I go to back to Vietnam I visit him. There's a dramatic difference. 
Everything about the Vietnam War was so political. Actually, on one of my visits I went to 
North Vietnam and I talked to on of the soldiers. For them, they are rescuing us because we were 
under hardship so the boat propaganda was that the U.S at that time was dominating the South 
Vietnamese and we need to go rescue them they are worst than us. I can't imagine anything worst 
than living in North Vietnam under communists but the propaganda was how they got people to 
fight. When they took over in 1975, they were surprised at how good the South Vietnam had. 
The communist party kinda loosened a little bit as far as the economy. They kinda went into a 
market system where not everybody is equal anymore. Under a communist system, basically you 
have no rights everything is about the party. As a kid, not so much anymore because my father 
has another family now. He and I separated when I was three years old so we don't have the same 
connections like a normal family would. I was shocked. We got to boot camp basically at 
midnight and our plane landed and we finally got to Great Lakes,  Illinois and so we got to sleep 
about 1 o'clock in the morning. I still remember this story. At 4 o'clock in the morning somebody 
threw a trash can everybody was asleep so one of the company Commanders came in and threw 



a trash can it was loud and woke everybody up and one guy fell off the top bed and the 
ambulance had to come and get him. Life in the navy was hard. My first station was in  Osaka, 
Japan and I worked basically about 20 hours a day 7 days a week at that time because as you 
know everybody is senior to you so you gotta do all the dirty work. Anything no one else wants 
to do, you gotta do it. 

 


