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Section 00014 

My name is Vaughn Monroe Johnson Senior. I was in the United States Army, went in in July 1970. I 

went to Vietnam in December 1970 through 1971. I spent a year in Vietnam.  

 

0:30- I was 19 years old when I was drafted into the service. 

 

Once I was drafted I spent eight weeks basic training at Fort Dix New Jersey and then I spent another 

eight weeks advanced infantry training in Fort Pork Louisiana 

 

1:00- The type of training I had to do was, I was infantry so it was all infantry related. The type of 

training was grinding out low crawls on the ground, firing your weapons, learning how to fight hand-to-

hand combat, all the critical things you need for infantry in the military. 

 

1:30- Once I was drafted and being a young man only 19 years old it was horrible leaving your family. I'm 

a country boy born and raised in Calvert County, hadn't been out of the county. Hadn't been nowhere in 

life. And it was a major trauma to leave family and friends at such a young age.  

 

2:00- The first thing that came to my mind when I was deployed and got to the battle station was this is 

not what I saw on TV. Before you go into a war zone you see it on TV and you don't think it's real you 

just think well you know you see it and you don't know what it really is until you actually get there and 

be fired upon and see blood and guts. So, it's the reality of getting there to see that it's not what you 

saw on TV or it's worse than what you saw on TV.  

 

2:30- If and when I was ordered to fire at the enemy, I just knew that I was taught and trained to fire if 

fired upon. The adrenaline starts to flow when you come in contact and your first impulse is to fire if 

you're fired upon and you see the enemy. If you're not too scared your first impulse is to fire back.  

 

3:00- The hardest times for me was missing my family and not knowing what to expect out of Vietnam, 

and knowing that you would have to stay in Vietnam a whole solid year. You couldn't go back home 

when you wanted to go and you had no idea what it would be like in a firefight. How you would handle a 

situation. How strong you would be, if you'd be weak. So, it was just the unknown things. The 

unfamiliarority of war and Vietnam was the most fearful thing.  



 

4:00- The experience in combat was something you can't describe. You don't know how you're going to 

react. It's the realization that somebody is firing a weapon at you to kill you and you have to fire back. 

And the other realization is that if he don't kill you, you might hit him, you might kill somebody and that 

something you've never done before in your life. So, the reality of maybe killing somebody is horrific.  

 

4:30- When I was in combat I generally carried the M-16 rifle.  

 

There were some problems when the first GIs went to Vietnam. The weapon used to jam. I never had 

any issues with it but I know several of the infantrymen had problems with the weapon jamming. But it 

was a nice weapon because you had a lot of stuff to carry and it was a real light weapon to carry so I did 

like the M-16.  

 

No I never was in a situation where my M-16 jammed when I needed it in combat. It performed well 

when I needed it. 

 

5:30- No, I didn't really look up to any of the soldiers when I was over there because we all depended on 

each other. You started out looking up to your platoon leader because he was the one who led you out. 

But you realize after time you just depended on each other. The guy in front of you, the guy behind you, 

the guy beside you. We look out for each other. No one looked up to anyone for being any more special 

than the other. Everybody was equal in every body dependent on each other.  

 

6:00- Yes, I made strong connections in Vietnam with some friends. Everybody is your buddy. When 

you're out in the bush every guy is your buddy but I did become friendly with the other point-man. I 

used to walk Point so the other point-man and I we used to Exchange information and I became very 

close to the other point-man in the other squad. 

 

6:40- Believe it or not the favorite experience I had in Vietnam was before leaving for Vietnam I flew 

from the airport in Baltimore to Fort Lewis Washington, and to Vietnam with a person I met in 

Baltimore. When we got to Vietnam we became friends. We departed and one year later at Camron Bay 

I never knew what happened to him, but one year later on the way back home I was in a latrine, and 

when I went to the latrine I was standing at the latrine and the guy that I flew to Vietnam with a year 

before had made it and we were catching the same flight back home one year later. So the guy I flew 

over to Vietnam with I also flew home with one year later. It was unbelievable.  

 



7:40- How happy I was? I couldn't describe how happy I was when I saw him because when we departed 

a year before, I didn't know where he was going and he didn't know where I was going. We wish each 

other the best of luck, and hope you make it back home, and one exact year later we met at the same 

spot and made it back Home. The feeling is unreal, you can't describe it.  

 

8:20- Point is just what it sounds like. It's the first person in the squad. Point man is the man who gets to 

keep his weapon on automatic because he's the first one to come into contact. He's the guy in front 

leading the squad through whatever their direction is to go. He has a machete, he's the one chopping 

through the triple canopy. He's the headman, the lead man that takes a squad on the mission 

 

Well I was the point man, yes. Any of the guys behind the point man had to have strong connections 

with him. Especially the second guy behind him because the second guy behind the point man was the 

guy who carried the Compass to help him direct him in the correct direction.  

 

9:20- Coming back from Vietnam affected me in a lot of ways. Right now I suffer from PTSD. Which is 

post-traumatic stress disorder. Because I witnessed my platoon leader, I witnessed him die. I stood 

there while he took his last breath when we were in contact. The very first contact we got in in Vietnam, 

I watched my lieutenant die. I watched his eyes roll up in his head, and his mouth open up and he took 

his last breath. I was always under the impression from watching TV that you died with your eyes closed 

and it was like the John Wayne movies. But, to watch a person die for real is something you never want 

to see. I'll never forget it. It taught me. When I was a Vietnam I learn to treat death as though it was just 

death as long as it wasn't me. If the person beside me got killed I was hurt over it but I was thanking God 

that it wasn't me. So, you build that resistance to death and I carry that with me today. When I go to 

funerals I don't cry. I didn't cry at my father's funeral. I built this resistance that you got to be tough. You 

would never make it in Vietnam if you couldn't stand death. So I carry that with me today. 

 

10:45- Yes, before I came home, the thought about not coming home you think about every day. The first 

couple of months in Vietnam I used to say, "well I'm not gonna make it back home so I didn't care" but as 

you get, the longer you stay in Vietnam, the longer you survive four months five months six months also 

as eight months, there is a great possibility you're going to make it home. Then you start fearing for your 

life, you start wanting to get home that much faster. But yes, the longer you stay the more you thirst to 

make it home, and I made it.  

 

11:25- While I was there I wrote to my family as often as I could. If we finished a mission during the day, in 

the evening when we relaxed I had an opportunity to write letters. Yes I wrote to my family at least daily 

or every other day.  

 

11:50- If I had the opportunity to go back to Vietnam, The only other thing I would do differently would 

be to, maybe if I could help someone else live that got killed. I would not like to go to Vietnam again. I 

would not like to experience war and fighting again but if I went back again I think I would follow the 



same protective precautions or measures that I took, which was trying to stay alive, do the right thing, try 

to survive and if I went back I think I would do the same thing that I did to make it home this time.  

 

I was very happy when I came home. I would not wish war and combat and infantry on no human being 

on this earth 

 

12:45- Is there anything I feel I could've done better? No, because when you go to Vietnam you are there 

to fight for your country, and help your fellow man beside you, you work together. So the whole time 

you're over there it's about teamwork and trying to survive. So, don't think there's anything I could do 

better other than continue, when you go there you just work to survive.  

 

13:10- Yes, if I went back today I think combat would be different because technology is different. I think 

it would be more Air warfare, more bombing because there were bombing and I think if they were to 

continue bombing when I went in Vietnam in 1970, I think the war could've ended if they would've 

continued to bomb. In today's time I think it would be more of a bombing warfare versus a guerrilla 

warfare on the ground.  

 

13:45- Yes, I was close to bombing several times because we used to call in mortar support. (Question re 

asked) Yes, I was in a situation where I was close to a bombing because when mortar rounds come in to 

support us sometimes they came relatively close to us. Closer then we really wanted it to be. And during 

attacks when I was at the base camp got attacked by mortar rounds from the VC, the enemy, that hit fairly 

close at times.  

 

14:30- Mortar rounds are the rounds that come from Charlie Company which are set in a certain area, they 

are shot out of a tube, and that's the support. It's like an airstrike from airplanes. Mortar rounds are shot 

from an equipment on a stand from a tube and you call in the artillery, or the mortar, and you give them 

the grids and the distances and they'll send it out to help support you, the infantry in the field.  

 

That's correct I was never station around mortar. Mortar was behind us. I was infantry out in the front lines 

and mortar was set in a relatively neutral area behind you. Yes I was an infantry men out in the jungle, out 

in the boonies, in firefights in the front.  

 

15:35- When I was in the infantry our squads, One platoon had two squads, and each squad could have as 

many as 13 to 14 guys.  

 

15:50- Thinking back to Vietnam and anything I would regret. The only thing that I would regret is that 

when I walked point, I was in an ambush and I came across a Vietcong. And because I was the point man, 

which is the first man in the squad, I had to fire my weapon first and knowing today I was more than likely 

the first man to hit him to hit the enemy before the guys behind me started firing their weapons. So in my 

mind I killed a person. I still fight like I might've killed a man  
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An individual, a person on this earth. And that does bother me. 

 

0:10- A Vietcong is a Vietnamese soldier who was Vietnamese but he wanted to be an enemy so they 

called the enemy Vietcong. They were North Vietnamese soldiers in the north. And the enemy soldiers in 

the south were called Vietcong. So, that was the difference between north enemy and south enemy. The 

north enemy were North Vietnamese soldiers in the south enemy was called Vietcong.  

 

0:45- Yes, I think we did have nicknames because I remember Vietnamese people calling me somethings 

and I couldn't understand. I heard them call me Damonyoung one time. And I didn't know what that 

meant but I think they used to call us nicknames, and if they did we can never understand from their 

English what it was.  

 

Unfortunately I met soldiers I obtained some addresses from some of the soldiers and I lost my address 

book. I have tried through the years to call some of those soldiers but I haven’t had any luck with it. I 

regret that today that I haven’t been able to get into contact with some of the Vietnam veterans. 

 

1:55- Yes I'd like to say, I didn't enjoy war but I love my country so I was 19 years old when I was drafted 

and I went to Vietnam, with the feeling of protecting my country my family and my loved ones so I didn't 

have no regrets being drafted and going into the military. Vietnam is an experience I will never forget in 

my lifetime. I’ll take it to my grave. Like I said I do suffer from PTSD. I Have nightmares and dreams, but as 

far as my country, it was an honor to go to Vietnam. I'm a proud Vietnam veteran and if I had to do it over 

again I would do it.  

 

2:50- As far as my fellow soldiers I know I lost a couple of friends that did not make it back, and as far as 

several others I'm not sure. Because you know you disband and you go to different areas. So contacts you 

make with some guys you lose the contacts. The ones that are with you all the time I know those people 

made it back.  

 

03:30 Yes, I have PTSD, post-traumatic stress disorder, I’ve been working with the VA to seek counseling. I 

do go to group sessions with other veterans. We meet twice a month to help talk about Vietnam and just 

to help you get through the PTSD. I've gone to the VA to seek compensation. So I have been working with 

the VA, a counselor to help me with my PTSD as well as my family.  

 

4:25- As far as sharing my stories of Vietnam, I have a wife of 43 years. I share mostly with her. I did not 

share too much with the rest of my family and even with friends. The most a Vietnam veteran, especially a 

combat veteran, you will share with other veterans. All my experiences working through my years. If I met 

another Vietnam veteran and I found out he was in Vietnam we would share experiences. The group 

sessions are good but not much with my family, most with other veterans because they understand what 

you went through. Families don't, they sympathize and understand but they don't understand. So you 

would rather share it with someone who knows the experiences.  

 

5:15- When I share my experiences it helps me tremendously because everything you say that person 

understands what you're going through. You understand what he's going through. That other veteran 

gives you the time, you give him the time. Sharing with another veteran is very good too, very helpful.  

 



06:37 well when I was in Vietnam, I'm not a superstitious person so your daily routine was trying to stay 

alive. I was raised with God in my life and I'm a very God-vearing person. If you've ever seen the movie 

Saving Private Ryan when Tom Hanks went privately alone somewhere and he had the shakes and he 

started crying. He went by himself to cry so the men wouldn't see him cry. That's what I used to do. I 

would try to go away off to myself, at 19 years old I cried for my mother and father. But I wouldn't let the 

other troops see it. So I would go off and pray and ask God to let me make it back home. But your daily 

routine was just trying to stay alive. I wasn't superstitious, I didn't try to do the same thing every day or 

wear a special hat or put on some different socks because every day was different it was a different 

situation every day. But mentally I survived from family, God, and praying. But routinely I just tried to stay 

alive and be aware of my surroundings. There's nothing you can do in Vietnam to say that if I do this daily 

this will bring me back home, because the unlucky round can still hit you between the eyes or be in the 

wrong spot at the wrong time could destroy you. So, there's no routine in Vietnam daily that will say if I 

do this every day I will definitely make it back, no. Every day was different.  

 

8:30- Yes, I saw that all the time. That's what we did, we prayed to make it back home. But the praying was 

not a group thing, right. Everyone individual would kind of go off and not let you see it because weakness 

in Vietnam is something that will get you killed because you may not think straight and you may not be 

conscious of what you're doing. So, A little time out to cry and get yourself together when you come back 

then you'll move on. Yes it's a routine thing.  

 

9:05- It was very hard mentally to keep yourself strong especially once I saw the first person die. And then 

I thought I'm going to die next so you have to just cut it out you have to just tell yourself,‘I'm 19, I'm a 

boy I'm not a man but I'm going to grow up today. This is the day that I'm gonna get myself together 

because if I don't I'm not going to make it.’ So, it's just something you have to internally have to do.  

 

9:45- Did any of the orders intimidate me? Absolutely, my second Lieutenant, that was the person I saw 

die, I actually did not like him from time to time. He was an airborne Ranger, west point, gung ho, he was 

always giving us orders to go on hot trails. We did not like to go on hot trails. Hot trails meant the enemy 

could be somewhere around. We would rather go away from the trail and cut through triple canopy. He 

always wanted go on a hot Trail get in contact and have prisoners. He just was a gung ho, he was just a 

military gung ho guy. I did not like that wanted contact and prisoners. Yes, his orders I did not like. 

Unfortunately, one of those hot trails cost him his life.  

 

10:45- When he sent me on the hot trails absolutely I follow those orders. That's what you do as a military 

soldier, you will follow that order even though you know that order may take your life. We have to follow 

those orders and like I will reiterate, following hot trails calls my second lieutenant his life. A hot trail, we 

walk into an ambush and it cost him his life.  

 

11:15- Gung ho means that you're... Anything the military says, anything the Army says you wave your flag 

and say I'll do it. They tell you to jump off a cliff I'm going to do it. Gung ho means I want to fight, I'm not 

scared. Gung ho is good in an aspect but not in an aspect. When you're in a war zone gung ho will get 

you killed.  

 

11:40- When he got ambushed our reaction was, when you're in a firefight and someone goes down your 

first reaction is to try to patch them up, get to them. I remember crawling over to him and his throat was 



blown out he actually gurgled his blood and it killed him. But your first thing is to go over and help that 

soldier in any kind of way. You go into a survival mode.  

 

12:20- We always traveled in a group. You always had your platoon and two squads. There were several 

nights we went on a night ambush raid, but they were with three or four guys who would go to a hotspot 

and try to see if anything was happening. And I may only be two or three guys but routinely you traveled 

with your two squads and your platoon.  

 

12:50- Yes I did, I traveled at night during the hotspots where you camouflage your face and camouflage 

yourself. It is horrific, it's scary. The hair stands up on the back of your neck. You have to be so quiet you 

can actually hear your heartbeat thumping because you're just that still, you're just that quiet. It's a very 

scary thing to have a night maneuver.  

 

13:25- When someone is dying and injured your immediate response is to treat them at their existing 

spot. Unless you were taking on so much fire that you could not help them at that position or drag them 

away, your initial thing is to help them immediately at the spot they are wounded.  

 

13:15- No, thank God I was never shot or injured. I've had shrapnel and bullets go by me. I've had the 

person behind me hit, the person beside me hit. 365 days in the battlefield at Vietnam and I never got a 

scratch. I'm a very blessed human being. I really do. I thank God for my existence today. I had a brother 

who was wounded, a Marine, in '68, who was wounded in Vietnam and then I went over in '70 and made it 

back. It's devastating to have two sons go to Vietnam be infantry and make it back safe.  

 

14:30- Shrapnel is one bombs explode, bombs and grenades, have shrapnel. That's the metal that's inside 

the bomb. Whatever they put in it. Homemade bombs have nails, metal and all that. But, man-made 

bombs have scrap metal, meaning whatever metal and the outside metal, inside metal, when the bomb 

detonates, that metal free falls and it spreads and it's hot and it hits you and it burns through you, it's cuts 

through you. It mames you, it kills you.  

 

15:10- The major emergency tools you carried was your first aid kit. You carried Band-Aids, patch things, 

morphine. But you had a standard emergency medical kit.  

 

No I never had to use my medical kit on myself but yes I had to use it on some wounded comrades.  

 

16:00- I preferred hacking away from a hot trail, because on a hot trail, the trail has been (something) with 

the VietCong. And you are more than likely setting yourself up for an ambush on a trail. When you walk 

down the trail, most trails are booby-trapped. Most trails will lead you into a hostile area and if you could 

just be a few clicks away from it and chop your way through it 

 

 

 

 



Josh 
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I was there for the family but she even told my counselor that I was gutless during the loss of my mother 

and brother and sister 

(00:11), I wasn't gutlessI could just handle death when.I was a child I didn't want to get drafted into the 

military I was born and raised in Calvert County and I never do anything outside of that I knew I would 

get drafted one day and I wasn't going to volunteer I wanted to go under construction when I graduated 

from high school.When I got drafted it was the first thing I'm in my life id done. My dad shared some 

experiences from when he was in the war and told me expect to be drafted my dad was proud of his 

two sons one A marine one in the army going into combat 

(2:05).You had to be 18 to be drafted into the war but 17 with a parent signature. 90% of those drafted 

where usually infantry and I cannot pick my position I  wanted. I was not happy about the way I was 

treated when I came home from the war there were many mean things people called us such as baby 

killers 

(4:20). And I didn't get the respect for what I've done but in today's generation I get the respect from 

others.The enemy sometimes were kids they were given explosives to attack us and we had to take 

action sometimes 

(6:20).An  infantry soldier is the soldier out front taking on the frontline and attacking the enemies 

first.Even though we were called bad things and I not given the appreciation I was just glad I was home. I 

never had a situation where I had a fire at a kid I always gave him candy let them sit my lap because it 

reminded me of the kids back at home I had a five-year-old brother and little kids always reminded me 

of him. I was ever in the situation where I had the shoot I would because that's what you were trained 

to do there is a majority of infantry soldiers but they're also engineers that made Roads there where 

cooks and other positions that helped around. Missions were usually 10 days out and 2 to come back in 

and get resupplied and then 10 days out again. when you got back to base camp you took a shower got 

some food you got to sleep in your cot you got to read your mail just relax a little bit. but on the second 

day you're going to supply restarting your about your pack your food so the second day you're relaxing 

but you getting ready for next mission you had one day relaxation and second day of gearing up for the 

next day. when I got late after the mission you do I set up a perimeter you find a spot to set up a 

complete circle and you said a radio up in the center and you would go out and put Claymore mine's 

outside your circle and the detonators inside the center and one soldier took a turn signaling to the 

radio and it was a visual look at to see if the enemy was coming towards the mine. you had one hour 

sleep shifts and when was your turn you want to the center to man the radio and detonatorand when 

you're hour was up you went and woke up The next guy to take the next shift. The point man of the 

squad or either have the first or the last shift for the detonator see you got to sleep the most. I thought I 

wouldnt be able to sleep in Vietnam but you were so tired from carrying the pack around all day you just 

fell asleep 

(14:55). in the morning you got woken up after our last shift on the perimeter and everybody collected 

them selves and went out to retrieve the Mines pack up and the mission started again but you would 



have a quick breakfast. we caught our breakfasts is and other meals sea rations they come in a small box 

and they are premade because they're easier to eat on the go. A Claymore mine was a square like shape 

high by 10 inches wide and an oval shape and you had a wire to it and set it outside the perimeter facing 

outward toward the enemy  with the wire into the middle with the detonator and if something triggered 

it you would blow it up. once you woke up in the morning there was no break you want to the next 

mission is the only time you would have breaks with during meals or there is suspicious activity 

(00:54 5th video). when he went to the next mission you want to have your eyes open looking for 

activity it to be very quiet trying to stay alive think about ways to it stay alive 

(1:55 5th video). when you see it being a veteran be proud of them go up to them and thank them for 

their service you see their hat or any markings it does their heart good when someone comes up and 

thanks you 

(3:15 5th video) . Being a Vietnam war veteran and going into war is horrific ,The people in the war or 

men they were 20 to 25, what I saw over there or is very bad but I'm happy to be home to  America. 

thank your soldiers and be proud of your country(4:30-5:00 5th video). 


