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:04 John Wayne. I used to watch all kinds of John Wayne movies.  And it seemed like 
he didn’t get hurt too bad.  And the Unites States, in my opinion, was in a war, and I 
wanted to do my duty. 
 
:30 When I joined the military, I joined the United States Marine Corps. 
 
:40 Hard.  Well when you went to book camp, as soon as you got off the bus, you got 
hollered at and screamed at.  And you had to stand at attention and you had to run 
everywhere.  And if one person did something wrong, everybody got punished.  Like, if I 
didn’t have my bed made right, everybody had to do pushups or pullups or sit-ups. And 
when our drill instructors would come around and try to trick you. And when you stand 
out in front of your bunk with your Marine Corps guide supposedly reading it. And they 
would come by and might look at ya and would jump back and say, “What dya say?” We 
didn’t say anything. We didn’t know what we were going through, but it was nice when 
you finished. 
 
2:10 I was trained as a truck mechanic.  All Marines had an 0311MOS which is infantry, 
and then I was also trained as a machine gunner. 
 
2:50 At school, I thought I was pretty good at it, then when I went to Vietnam, I didn’t 
have any idea anymore. 
 
3:10 Yes, my first war duty I went to Japan. And then I had orders for the third division 
and then got changed to the first Marine air craft wing. And that was in Japan. In June of 
1996, we moved the whole first Marine air craft wing to Vietnam. 
 
3:43 No. I was a helicopter machine gunner. 
 
3:55 I was in Vietnam from June 1996 to December 1967 and January 1970 to April 
1971. 
 
4:06 When I left my family, it wasn’t that bad. When we got to where we were stationed, 
we had telephones so we could contact them. And we wrote letters back and forth. 
 
5:06 No not really. He just told me to try to keep as low to the ground as you can get. 
 
5:23 I really did not know. I knew when I got off the ship what it was going to be like 
though. 
 
5:39 Well, the first time I went overseas, I flew on a Marine Corps C13 four engine turbo 
prop job. It was loud, slow, and it took us about eighteen hours. 
 



6:02 My first assignment in Vietnam was a helicopter machine gunner. And believe me 
it wasn’t by my choice. 
 
6:34 The first couple of days were hot, muggy and it even got hotter when ya got shot 
at. 
 
6:50 Entertainment in Vietnam most of the time was getting to sleep. It wasn’t very loud 
or anything like that. It depends, a lot of the time rockets and mortars were coming in 
and they were loud. Even if you were sleeping you could hear mortars coming in, but 
after a while you got used to it.  
 
7:45 An average day in Vietnam a lot of the times if you were not flying you were 
training doing something else because you never know what you were gonna have to 
do. 
 
8:08 In Vietnam, I received plenty of letters from my family and friends. And I wrote back 
to every one of them.  
 
8:40 I don’t think the communist rule should of ever happened. And even after we left it 
still went back to communist. 
 
9:19 It was like heaven coming home. You didn’t have anyone shotttoing at you and 
there were times when I came home from my second tour and I walked outside the 
airport to hve a smoke right in the middle of an anti Vietnam demonstration.  A couple of 
them got in your race saying, “baby killers” and all and if you looked at use when we 
came home from Vietnam, our color was ashen, and our eyes might look like they were 
sunk. You felt like you wanted to do something.  You felt really like you wanted to kill a 
person, but all we did was hit them. But the cops grabbed us and took us back inside 
and said, “Don’t come back out here again.” We just thanked the Lord we were able to 
get on the plane and go home.      
 
10:55 After several years, looking back on it, yes, it was hard for me. But at the time, 
you just wanted to get rid of the person. 
 
11:17 Yes, I had a lot of friends in the military at the time. But I just haven’t kept up with 
them.  Once I got out, that was it. 
 
11:35 I can relate to them; like I belong to several organizations of Vietnam Veteran 
organizations: Veteran of Foreign Wars, American Legion, Marine Corps League.  And 
a lot of them, especially the Vietnam Veterans, we all knew what happened to us when 
we were in Vietnam, and so we all got along real good. 
 
12:15 I can’t think of anything positive that happened except for that after every mission, 
you were alive.  That was positive. 
 



12:44 My second trip, I was a sergeant and was put in charge of an industrial relations 
unit.  My OLC was a captain, but we both flew.  I was ????????? Soif he wasn’t there, 
then I had to pick up the payroll and pay the Vietnamese personal to work on our 
compound.  And I didn’t fly as much as the first time I went. 
 
13:32 Being a helicopter machine gunner was harder because you never knew when 
they would shoot.  Normally, if you were a truck mechanic, you’re back in the rear area 
and the only thing you really have to look after was rockets and mortars ????? 
 
14:13 The scariest thing happened when we were in the helicopter was when we got 
shot down. 
 
14:27 It was like hell when we got shot down because you were hoping that the marines 
that you were supporting would help you, and they did.  And when we got back to 
American lines, we had to blow up our helicopters because we didn’t want to give them 
anything they could use against us. 
 
15:10 I got shot twice, but only minor.  When the Navy Corps men fixed me up and put 
you in for a purple R, I said, “No.  We got people getting killed, so no.” 
 
15:43 No, I never second guessed it.  I stayed in the military for six and a half years. 
 
15:53 The importance of the military, in my personal mind, I was helping my country and 
my family.  Back then, I was singe and I didn’t think about anything else because I had 
brothers and sisters to carry on my name and all.  But I enjoyed it. 
 
16:25 What lessons did I learn from the war? Not to go back, even though I did because 
I was…… 
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00:07             If I could do anything differently what I would do, nothing. I would do the 
same thing. 
 
00:21             The advice I would give someone that wanted to enlist is try to find the 
branch of military that can train you in what you would like to do, if you only serve your 
minimum time. Like the Marin Corp, there are some jobs but normally the air or the navy 
could probably give you better jobs then walking on the ground. 
 
01:06             Once we got out of Vietnam, the worst thing that was done was when the 
United States left Vietnam, the communists got it back. 
 
01:32             My perspective of the Vietnam War itself has not changed. The 
communists will still rule the country, but it wasn’t quite as bad as it was while we were 
there, but you still gotta do what they do because they may have you do something you 
might not get paid for. It’s not where most of the time we do something and get paid for 
it. 



 
02:07             I ended being a Tech Sargent out of the Air Force E 6. 
 
02:26             It means a nice check every month, that my wife gets, that….I just 
enjoyed it. I trained to be anair craft mechanic and then when a storm came along I was 
activated as an air force activist, I was activated in a desert storm, I flew to Saudi Arabia 
a couple times as a crew chief and I enjoyed it. But then I retired in 1993. 
 
03:14             Life after I retired I was still working for the state of Maryland as a 
correctional officer, and then in 2005 I retired as a lieutenant, and now im completely 
retired. 
 
03:44             When I served not knowing if I’d make it through the day I acnt remember 
any concerns because we just did what we had to do, and we just thanked the good lord 
when we got back. 
 
04:04             I am very proud of what I did, with my military service, and what id did as 
a member of the military. 
 
04:23             I guess the only story I could probably tell you would be that times in 
Vietnam were fun. We could get what they called RR, rest and relaxation, an some 
areas thy had a beach, China Beach, and one day we would just lay out on the beach, 
with cold beers and ice and we had a cookout and all. Then we would load everything 
back up in the trucks and go back to the unit. A couple of our guys were throwing steaks 
at the Vietnamese and I got charged because I was the head guy, but I was passed out. 
But we got through it. 
 
06:00             We had gone out on an ambush, and there wasn’t supposed to be any 
friendlies in the area, so if we met anybody they weren’t friendly. So we sat there and 
sat there and we kept hearing these noises behind us so one of us had to keep watch 
on it. And it just kept getting closer and closer. Then all of the sudden we heard this roar 
and I ripped around with that machine gun and I put about 500 rounds into a tiger; there 
wasn’t much of him left. 
 
07:17             In the Marine Corp all marines are trained as infantry…… And one day he 
said to me you’re doing the helicopter and being a machine gunner. And the first day 
two people died and I just thought to myself what have I gotten myself in for. 
 
 Segment 3 Transcript 1 
(0:08) 
“When I retired out of Maryland as a Lieutenant of Maryland State Corrections.” 
(0:44) 
“The regular mission of a helicopter machine gunner was we either resupplied, 
medevac’d, or we took troops to certain areas, dropped them off and all areas we 
dropped them off at, the helicopter supported them. It wouldn’t always be me, but it 
would be different helicopters. If they needed firepower, if they needed ammo, if they 



needed anything, that was our job. I enjoyed doing it. I thank the good lord I didn’t get it 
as bad.” 
(1:42) 
“During the mission you were always firing because you always wanted to end hot, 
being in hot means when the Vietnamese were firing at you and fired back. Most of the 
time when we were going into a lot of Vietnamese, we would know where they are by 
the smoke grenades they threw. We didn’t fire right there. They would direct us where to 
fire.” 
(2:24) 
“I believe that marines training helped me in my life all over and everything I’ve done. 
Back then and I don’t know if they still do it now, but if you were trained as a marine and 
you wanted to become a police officer, they most took you because they knew that you 
would follow the directions.” 
(3:21) 
“Flying into a hot zone, you really didn’t have time to think you just acted and cause 
most of the time you weren’t in a hot zone for very long. It might be to just pick up the 
wounded; it might be to just drop off some ammo. In missions sometimes you didn’t 
know what they were, you just went into an area, and that’s it. There was a lot of times 
when we got wounded on and it bothered us.” 
  
  
  
Transcript 2 
(4:13) 
“Because you didn’t wanna se it, you didn’t wanna see your fellow marines or whoever 
you picked up in that condition, and you’re not the one in that condition. It was tough. It 
gave you a lot of stress and you had to keep them alive until you got back into the 
hospital.” 
(4:47) 
“I was able to work through my badness because where I grew up we had a lot of World 
War II veterans, and you used to be able to sit things out and talk and get it in our 
system. Besides, my grandfather would’ve kicked my butt.” 
(5:23) 
“All the veterans helped me out. It’s just that, I guess it just makes you wind down a 
little, calm down. I’m not exactly sure, but it worked. I don’t know how to describe it. I 
mean I’ve got a son that an all Iraq veteran that I’m trying to keep him calm and it’s like I 
might as well be talking to that wall over there. So, he wasn’t like this when he was 
young, when he joined the army he wasn’t like this this after he came back from Iraq.” 
(6:17) 
“I was emotionally affected by the war from seeing the wounded, the dead and the 
damage that the United States caused in Vietnam. When I first went to Vietnam, when 
you were flying over it was a pretty country, but we used so much Agent Orange DeTroy 
and we used to mix it, spray it and it just tore up the country. All the bombs and stuff, 
and the artillery whip, we cured a lot of innocent civilians, and we had no control over it. 
If you had to go into an area that was near a village or even if it was in a village, it was 



always a hot zone so wherever you fired at it wasn’t very nice. It was just the stuff we 
had to do.” 
(7:34) 
“Doing the damage at the time, no it didn’t feel bad. Thirty, forty, fifty years later, I think 
about it. I don’t let it bother me. I just did what I was told to do.” 
  
  
  
Transcript 3 
(8:17) 
“I just wanted to say that I hope you all have enjoyed this. I think it’s a learning session 
for the students, and I was glad to be a part of it.” 
(8:37) 
“I wish all of you the best of luck at whatever you want to do. I think you’re making a 
positive improvement and personally I think it helps us, Vietnam Veterans. Well I don’t 
want to use any foul language, but the way we were treated when we got home 
compared to what’s going on now and what was going on before. World War II Veterans 
had parades and everything, and we got crapped on. Now the gulf war, the Iraqi and 
Afghanistan veterans, they’re no getting parade, there not getting what we had. They 
are heroes, every one of them.” 
 


