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From video #6 
 
00:08 – 00:15 
Q:  What is your name? 
A: My name is Milton McCarthy. 
Q: Where are you from? 
A:  I was born in Washington, DC and raised in Montgomery County and moved 
to Anne Arundel County about 35 years ago. 
 
00:06 – 00:25 
Q: What division did you serve in? 
A:  I served in the Army Airborne   from 1967 to 1971 
 
00:29-00:32 
Q: What was your rank? 
A:  Sargent 
 
This part started at 00:34... In case you want it 
Q: Why did you enlist? What made you want to do it? 
A:  I enlisted because I failed out of high school and I had no other options to 
consider so I joined the army. 
 
OO: 48-00:58 
Q: Did you ever get promoted? 
A:  Promoted? 
Q: Yeah, like starting out somewhere and then… 
A: Well, you got promoted to get to Sergeant and then there was a Battlefield 
Commission offered which I turned down in 1968. 
 
01:04-01:14/ 01:05-01:22/ 01:20-01:28 (this excerpt ends at 01:30 
actually) 
Q: Can you give me more on your MOS? 
A:  Well my MOS was 11Hotel and that is an infantry  MOs  and it was “cruser “ 
of weapons and it is a combination of recoilless rifles, heavy machine guns, 
mortars and  demolition. 
Q: So you used those …. 
A:  We used various of those different weapons when we were out in the field or 
out in the jungle. 
 
 
 



01:34-01:37 
Q: Where were you in Vietnam? 
A: We were in the Central Highlands which is what they call “Tucor” (Two 
Corps?) 
 
From video #7: 
00:06-00:25 
Q:  Perhaps you could give us the details of that background. 
A:  My name is Milton McCarthy.  I joined the army in July of 1967 and was 
deployed to Vietnam in March of 1968 and served with the 173rd Airborne 
Brigade in the Central Highlands which is Tucorps (?)  in Vietnam 
 
00:29-00:32 
Q:  Why did you enlist? 
A:  I enlisted because I flunked out of high school. 
 
From 00:32-00:47/ 00:48-00:58 
Q: Can you give me more on your MOS? 
A: It was an Infantry MOS for heavy infantry weapons. It’s called was 11-Hotel or 
11-H  and my training was in mortars, recoilless rifles, bazookas, demolition and 
heavy machine guns – like 50 caliber machine guns. 
 
 
01:04-01:14 
Q: Where were you in Vietnam? 
A:  I was up in the Central Highlands. Basically up in the mountain region, below, 
probably several hundred miles south below the DMZ. (Demilitarized zone). 
 
01:14-01:19 
Q:  Was that a hard terrain to work with? 
A:  Pardon me? 
 
01:20-01:28 
Q:  Was that a hard terrain to fight in?  
A:  It was very difficult terrain to fight in because it was basically a triple canopy 
jungle where visibility was always limited. 
 
01:30 – 01:37 
Q: Were you on the front lines? 
A: For a year.  
 
01:38-01:59 
Q: What role did you play in combat? 
A:  In combat basically I started off as a rifleman in a rifle company … due to 
attrition in the unit I was promoted up through the ranks up to a squad leader 
and was in a charge of a heavy infantry squad up in the Central Highlands. 
 



02:05- 02:17/ 02:18-02:24 
Q: What was your first assignment? 
A:  My first assignment when I got there was on a patrol outside of a place on the 
coast (Two-ee-wah) that was after a firefight with two experienced veterans.  And 
the first thing I was assigned to do was go strip a dead Vietnamese of all his 
equipment. 
 
02:28-02:34 (gory) 
Q:  Was that a tough assignment? 
A. It was a stinky assignment because basically the guy had been sitting out there 
in the humidity cooking for four days.  
 
02:45-03:14 
Q:  Did you make any friends in your unit and how close were you guys? 
A: It was a very closely tight unit because being in an airborne unit it was 
basically all volunteer. Even if you were a draftee you were still a volunteer.  So 
we had a tremendous amount of tightness or camaraderie or esprit de corps 
because of the nature of the unit I was withso we all got along extremely well 
regardless of nation origin or color. So it was a very tight unit so to speak. 
Q. So were there any differences if you were drafted or enlisted or? 
A. It didn’t matter. 
 
03:30-04:02 
Q. And how did that closeness/tightness affect how and why you would do 
things? Like I how you would do something in combat or high stakes situation? 
A. What it does is, it makes you rely on other people more so, because it is a 
volunteer unit so you don’t have a lot of dissension – or you don’t have a lot of 
people “busting rank “– so to speak.  Whereby you would be able to trust people 
to do what they were supposed to do in any given situation.  They were very 
reliable. Everyone was very reliant on each other because of that. 
 
04:03 – 04: 17 
Q. Is there anyone that you served with that you look up to still? 
A. No 
 
04:20-04:23/ 04:39 – 04:56 
Q. What were the living conditions like? What did you guys have to deal with at 
camp? 
A.  Our living conditions were somewhat primitive. Being with an airborne unit 
and being a field grunt (?) or infantry guy we lived in the jungle. So that 
everything we needed we took with us. Occasionally we would come back to a fire 
support base but we carried all our food with us. We carried all our ammunition 
with us.  We carried all our bedding material with us. We carried our tents with 
us. Everything you could possibly think of that you would need to go live in the 
jungle for a week or two without getting resupplied - we carried with us. 
 
 



04:58 – 05:06 
Q. Was that really difficult? A lot different from training? Did you have any 
experience with it? 
 
05:07- 05:22 
 
A. None.  This was all on the job training. When you first arrive in country – in 
Vietnam – they have what they call a jungle school where you go out and the 
more experienced people teach you the ins and the outs but it doesn’t teach you 
anything about a combat situation or how to live in the jungle for an extended 
period of time. 
 
05:34-05:35   05:44-05:54 (story) 
 
Q. Do you have a memorable story of serving? 
A. I have lots of memorable stories – where do you want me to start?    
I’ll tell you my most memorable story. Okay? 
 
05:59 – 06:30 
The North Vietnamese had become very aware of our technical power that we had 
whether it be artillery or airstrikes or whatever so in October of 1968 the Special 
Forces base in the southern part of Tuke (?)had been overrun in a place called 
“Bampatooey.”  Two of our companies were called in to reinforce and re-secure 
the special forces base and so what we did is they actually had one company 
secure it and the other company chase the north Vietnamese back into Cambodia. 
 
06:46-07:22 (story) - actually goes to 07:35 
We were the company that was selected to go back into Cambodia or chase them 
over the border.  So when we had engaged the enemy over by the Cambodian 
border it was night and it is rare that you fight in Vietnam at night.  
So we started calling in artillery and the north Vietnamese were very astute on 
what to do when the U.S. was firing artillery and that was to get close to the unit 
that was calling in the artillery -  so when they were getting shot with artillery we 
were getting shot with artillery. So we were having 105 (one oh five) and 1-55 
(one-five-five) rounds falling around us in the middle of the night so it was pretty 
spooky. – Especially in the middle of a monsoon. 
 
07:35–  
Q. So it was rare to fight at night?  Was it normally during the day? 
A. Most of the fighting was during the day.  Occasionally there were ambushes in 
the night.  We operated during the day but the North Vietnamese generally as a 
rule operated at night in the Central Highlands.  
Q. Did you worry about that?  Did you worry about getting ambushed at night? 
A. All the time….. All the time.  
 
 
 



08:03 – 08:14 
Off screen question (B. Kissal) 
A. We would be concerned about it all the time – about getting ambushed at 
night or having our perimeter probed or whatever. So – sure, that did occur quite 
a bit.  
 
 
08:20 – 08:34 
Q. Was there a moment in combat when you did something without any second 
thought?  Like getting back to the companionship in the unit? Where you did 
something to save someone without even thinking about what the consequence 
might be? 
 
08:35-08:50 
A. When you’re in a combat situation it’s pretty much self-preservation no matter 
how you look at it. I did and my unit we did whatever we had to do to minimize 
casualties and minimize getting wasted.  
 
08:58- 09:05 (scenery) 
Q. Did you experience any positive things in Vietnam? 
A. The scenery.  The scenery was to die for. It’s one of the most beautiful place 
I’ve ever seen.  
 
09:11-09:30 
Q. What was your perspective on the war? Like did you think we should actually 
be there? In Vietnam? 
A.  I never gave it much thought because when you’re in a rifle company and it’s 
out in the middle of the jungle the only thing that you care about is survival. All 
the politics of it is just a bunch of bull. It’s just what am I going to do to today to 
stay alive. 
 
09:38 – 09:42 
Q. Looking back on it now do you have any point of view? 
A. On the war? 
Q. Yeah, on the war. 
A. Absolutely.  I think it was a waste of 59,000 people.  
 
09:52-10:27 
Q.  When you came home how were you treated?  How did your family feel about 
the war? 
A. (laughs) I didn’t really have much family …. which was one of the reasons that 
I went into the army.  But as a rule I didn’t let people know that I was a veteran – 
especially a combat veteran.  Socially, when I got back, I was older than the 
people that I went to college with. Most of those people didn’t really give a damn 
about veterans.  I didn’t even let people know that I was a veteran and a parolee 
(?)  until nearly 30 years after the fact.  
 



10:40-10:59 (important) 
Q. What effect does your service have on the way you do things today? Were there 
any experiences that make you look at things differently now? 
A. I tend to appreciate the little things in life much more than most people. Um... 
A cold drink on a hot summer’s day or a cold beer on a hot day because I know 
what it’s like to not have something like that.  I don’t have to drink rice paddy 
water; I can have something clean.  
 
11:08- 11:22 
Q. Was that a big aspect in the war?  Bad food? Bad water? 
A. No, but because you’re living in a primitive situation out in the jungle it just 
gives you a different perspective on little things that most people just didn’t give a 
second thought to back in the United States.  
 
Part about 1969 being the deadliest year …. 
You didn’t really think about that until years – years later. 
 
12:00 – 14:00  
Q. I don’t know if this is something you are uncomfortable talking about but did 
you lose any close friends? 
A. Yes I did. 
Q. Does that still affect you in any way? 
A. I have them tattooed on my arm.   
 
14:00 – 14:52 
What happened was we had been operating in the jungle and the way things are 
set up in the jungle since you didn’t have front lines you build what they call a fire 
support base.  You basically clear out a mountaintop in the middle of the jungle 
and you bring in your artillery and you bring in your heavy mortars and you take 
a company to secure the fire support base. So it’s basically a big circle in a cleared 
piece of mountaintop.   What happened was that you would rotate companies - 
like a normal infantry battalion would be four companies so what would happen 
is that a company would come in out of the jungle for a week – reinforce the fire 
support base and another company would go back out into the field. So you had 
this rotational system where they would come in and do that.   
In December of 1968 we had come back to fire support base “Jane” and we had 
set up our mortars and it was right before New Year’s Eve.  And on December 
29th we had drawn straws to see who would go back to the rear to get some beer 
to bring it back to do a bit of a celebration on New Year’s Eve.   
And - since I was a squad leader, I didn’t draw  - I figured it would be for one of 
the guys in my squad but they all insisted that I went back because I never went 
back to the rear.  I was always with my men.  So I got on a helicopter and flew 
back to the base to a place called Onkay which was our battalion headquarters.  
And early the next morning the fire support base had started receiving mortar 
fire so my squad had started firing counter mortar fire towards the positions that 
we thought the mortar rounds were coming from. 



What happened was that they took a direct hit on the baseplate of a mortar which 
is a 28 pound sheet of steel and killed two and wounded four. 
 
Q. And that’s who you have tattooed on your arm? 
A.  That’s who I have tattooed on my left arm.  
14:57 – 14:59 
Q. Were you in contact with their families after? 
A. No, I’ve not been in contact with anybody since I left that wonderful place.  
Q. Is there anything I didn’t mention that you would like to talk about? 
A. No, anything you want to ask, I’m willing to answer.  
 
Q. I know that some of your friends had a casualty. Did you ever get wounded? 
A. No I never got wounded – just between the ears.  
 
15:57 – 16:20 
Q. You said you had a lot of memorable stories – maybe another one of those? 
A. We’d run into ambushes and you’d assault the ambush to keep alive.  I carried 
a wide variety of weapons when I was over there anywhere from carrying the tube 
for an 81 mm mortar to a 90 mm recoilless rifle to bazookas for taking out 
bunkers.  It was just …. A different experience. 
 
Q. What is a recoilless rifle? 
A. A recoilless rifle is an anti-tank gun. It’s a tube. It’s about 3 – 3 and a half feet 
long.  
(Continues on part 8) 
 
 
 
From video #8: 
 
-0:00:05 
 
0:00:24 - 0:01:00 
Q. Do you have any regrets from the war or anything you’d do differently? 
A. (not all answers from here until the end of interview, most are will be 
summaries of the original answer), No, tells how it matures a person. 
 
0:01:12 - 0:01:17 
Q.Are there any stories that you’ve never told anyone? 
A.Yes 
 
Q. Are there any you would be willing to say now? 
A.No 
 
Extended answer: 0:01:24 - 0:02:32 

A. Heads on stakes outside of camp, why they took no prisoners. 
 



0:02:48 - 0:03:00 
Q.Did you know anyone who got assassinated from the other infantries/squads? 
A.No, they were a small but close squad. 
 
0:03:02 - 0:03:19 
Q.Before the interview you said you were a paratrooper, how did that incorporate 
into fighting? 
A.It didn’t, the terrain wasn’t suitable for landing. 
 
0:03:24 - 0:03:39 
Q. Guerilla warfare, how did that differ from training? 
A.It didn’t, that’s all they were training for. 
 
0:03:55 - 0:05:10 
Q.When given a mission, how did you get there? 
A.We were flown in and were picked up when we finished, however long it took, 
an hour, a day, or even a week, we took all of the supplies we could need with us. 
 
0:05:12 - 0:05:33 
Q.Were you involved with putting the dead Vietnamese’s heads on stakes outside 
of camp? 
A.No, but many of his squad members did, they would set up ambushes at night 
to attack them. 
 
0:05:34 - 0:06:34 
Q.How many people were in your squad? 
A.10, about 80 in company 
 
Q.What was the religious/racial difference in your squad? 
A.We were a mish mash of everything you’d find in the U.S. 
 
Q.Did that affect the squad in any way, did anyone care? 
A.Not us, but with other squads yes, we were all volunteers so we had the same 
mindset, everyone who was there wanted to be so it didn’t bother us. 
 
0:06:46 – 0:07:34 
Q. What was it like when you came home, what did you do once you got back, 
how was the actual trip home? 
A. I never told anyone unless it came up in a conversation with someone at a bar 
who also served. 
 
0:07:34 – 0:08:10 
Q.Once in the conversation, how did they feel on the war? 
A.In college some people knew I was a vet and those who also served we hung out 
together because we could relate to things the general populous could not. 
 
 



 
0:08:11 – 0:08:23 
Q. Are you still in touch with anyone? Are you in any Veteran groups? 
A. Very few 
 
 
0:08:25 – 0:10:00 
Q. Did you have to make any split-second decisions or in the moment actions? 
A. No, most things like that happened so soon it was all reactionary 
 
0:10:09 – 0:10:52 
Q. Did you have any positive experiences in Vietnam?  
A. Little things gave him satisfaction that everything and everyone was okay,  
 
0:10:54 – 0:11:21 
Q.  What were those little moments of relief?  
A.  Dry clothes, seeing the sun, a cold beer on a hot day 
 
0:11:49 – 0:12:05 
Q. Did you have any superstitions? 
A. Not really 
 
0:12:05 – 0:1:39  
Q. Did the wildlife affect fighting and living there? 
A. You learned to live with it.  
 
0:12:40 – 0:13:19 
Q. Did you have any interesting experiences with the wildlife? 
A. We were running operations and we found something that ended up in a 
museum it was a huge bear-like trap. 
 
0:13:30 - 0:13:38 
Q. How many people did you kill? 
A. At least one with a sniper 
 
0:13:50 – 0:14:05 
Q. Did that effect you in anyway? 
A. No, war is war, kill or be killed. 
 
0:14:06 – 0:14:12 
Q. Did you feel like you were fighting people or just the enemy? 
A. No they were the enemy, the only young ones were American. 
 
0:14:16 – 0:14:51 
Q. You said you only wanted to be in the air/flying. Why? 
A. All volunteers, same mentality. 
 



 
 
0:14:55 – 0:15:22 
Q. You did want to be there, you volunteered? 
A. Had no other options. 
 
 
0:15:24 – 0:15:41 
Q. What was the pay like? 
A. Wasn’t much, $100 per month. 
 
0:15:50 – video #9:0:00:20 
Q. What did you do after the war? 
A. Went to college, worked at a grocery store 
 
 
From Video #9: 
 
0:00:21 – 0:01:01 
Q. You said that when you got out of Vietnam, your mentality was different, you 
matured, did it affect you? 
A. No, I don’t dwell on it, it happened 50yrs. Ago 
 
0:01:03 – 0:01:33 
Q. Do you think your war experience contributed to why you did so well in 
college? 
A. I was smart enough to know that without a degree my opputunties would be 
extremely limited.  
 
0:01:54 – 0:02:02 
Q. What was your dream job growing up as a kid? 
A. To be a major league baseball pitcher. 
 
0:02:05 – 0:02:15 
Q. Did you play baseball in your free time in Vietnam? 
A. No, there was too much jungle and rice patties, but he played 2yrs. in college. 
 
0:02:24 – 0:02:45 
Q. Did you play with anyone who went pro? 
A.  The coach had multiple offers to coach the major league but turned them all 
down for reasons he didn’t know. 
 
0:03:12 – 0:04:16 
Q. Would you do it all again? 
A. In a heartbeat, it makes you appreciate life, the little things. 
 
 



0:04:25 – 0:04:38 
Q. Did any of your 3 children join the army? 
A. My youngest son, he’s 26, joined the Army 
 
0:04:40 – 0:05:10 
Q. Could you relate with him and talk about similar experiences? 
A. No not really. 
 
Extended answer/story: 
But he did ask me about 15yrs. ago at the dinner table with our whole family 
there, myself and one end and him at the other and he asked me one simple 
question, “Daddy what did you do during the war?” and 4hrs. later I was done 
talking. 
 
0:05:10 – 0:05:37 
Q. Did you fear for your son when he went to war? 
A. No because I knew the risks and he knew and understood the risks, if you don’t 
want to fight don’t join the army, it’s as simple as that. 
 
0:05:38 – 0:05:46 
Q. Did he get deployed anywhere? 
A. South Korea and Kuwait 
 
0:06:11 – 0:06:32 
Q. Was your 4hr. story an eye-opener to your family? 
A. Yes because I kept Vietnam to myself for over 30yrs. 
 
0:06:38 – 0:07:00 
Q. What were their reactions? 
A. They were stunned, speechless, they didn’t know what to say. 
 
0:07:03 – 0:07:31 
Q. Did they look at you differently after you told them? 
A. Yes because they had a better understanding of what made me who I am today. 
 
0:07:35 – 0:07:48 
Q. Are they proud of what you did? 
A. I don’t know you’d have to ask them 
 
0:07:50 – 0:08:00 
Q. Are you proud of what you did? 
A. Yes I am proud of what I did. 
 

END 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


