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For the eftablifhiment of velfrics for cach
£ parifh in this fatce. '

'@;j( HEREAS it is reprefeatedd to this general
L affembly, that the aét forr the eitablith-
ment of fele& vefiries, and the fuppolements there-
to, are inadequate to the exigencicies of the pro-
tefiant epifcopal church in this ftatete, f3r which the
f21d a&ts were intended to provids,

¥
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IT. Be it enagen, Dy 5,&')5’ onederal Affambly of
: iy 6

Smorl Loryland, Thor veltiice hal '
: parith within this’ fate “in the fc]l"lo\rving manner ;
Every free white male citizen of ththis ffate above
twenty-one years of age, refident t of the parith
whire he offers to vote fix months B next preceding
the\day of eleCion, who fhali haveve beenr entered
on the books of the faid parifly one & month at Jeaft
preceding the day of eleétion 2s 2 mmember of the
proteftant epifcopal charch, and wwho fhall alfo
contibute to the charges of the faid piparith in which
he dfers to vote fuch fum a$ a2 manajority of the
veftry in each parifh fhall annually, w within ten days
aftertheir election, in writing, makeke known and
declae, not exceeding' two dollars, , fhall have a

A right
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right of fuffrage in the election of veftrymen for
fach parifh and all perfons fo qualified ‘fhall, on
the next en'fging Eafter Monday, aflemble in their
" refpective parithes, at their parith church, or if
there fhall be two or more proteftant epifcopal
churches in any parith, at the church firft built
theréin, or if there be in any parith no fuch church,
then at fuch other place as the retor of the parith,
or if there be no reéter, as any three or more vef-
trymen, may have publicly notified to the parifhi-
oners, and the f{aid perfons, fo qualified to vote,
when affembled, or fuch of them as may aflemble
jn cach parith, fhall proceed, by a majority of
votes, to clet, by ballot, eight vefirymen from
among the perfons qualified to vote, who, with the
reftor of the parith for the time being, fhall be
deemed and confidered the veftry of the faid parith
for the enfuing year, and the reCor of the parith
{hall always be one of| the veltry.

111. ‘Gub Be it ehadten, That the regifter of the

parifh (hall, and it is hereby declared to be his du-
iy, to enrol any perfen of the proteftant epifcopal
church awho thall apply for the purpofe, on the
books of the parith, under the penalty of eight
dollars, and he fhall be authorifed to demand and
receive the fum of fix cents for each and every Juch

enrolment.

1V. @n3, to perpstuate the vefiry in each pirifh,
N5 it cnatied, That on refufal to ferve, refignati-
on, death, or removal from the parith wih aview
to refide elewhere, or on legal difcharge from
feving,
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ferving, or any other difqualification of any perfon
chofen a veftryman, the rector, (if any,) or if no
rector, any two of the veftry, or of thufe perfon§
who laft poflefled the powers of veftrymen, fhall,
with all convenient {peed, appoint 2 general meet-
ing of the parifbioners entitled to fuffrage as afore-
faid, at the parith church or clfewhere, as herein
before menticned; and at fuch meeting, fuch of
them as thall affemble fhall proceed, by a majority
of votes, to fill up fuch vacancy or vacancies, from
among the perfons qualified to vote, as herein be-
fore provided; and on every Eafter Monday for
ever, after the firft ele@ion as herein before dire&ed,
the parifhioners entitled to fuffrage fhall aflemble,
as herein before preferibed, and they, or fuch of
them as may affemble, fhall, by a majority of votes,
put out four of the eight vetrymen whom they
pleafe, and (hall immediately thercafter ele;, by
ballot, four veftrymen from” among the perfons
qualified to vote, includinglthofe whom they have
voted out, all or any of whom they may re-ciedi ;
and fuch perfons fo chofen; with™ the remaining
veftrymen and the rector, fhall be the vefiry for the
enfuing year.,

V. and be it enalted, That the veftrymen of eack
parith, or a majority of thofe who fhall attend,
thall judge of the eleGtion of veftrymen, and of the
qualification of voters, and of the qualification of
the parithioners propofed to be elé€ied as veftrymen.

VL. Gnu be it enafted, That every perfon cho-
fen a veftryman fhall, before he acts as fuch, take

and
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and fublcribe the oath of fupport and fidelity re<
quired by the conftitution and form of government,
unlefs fi uc! h perfon hath before taken fuch oath, an d
alfo make and {ubfciibe a declaration of his belief
in the chriftian re h"lu'}, and he {hall alfo take and
fubfcribe the following oath of ofiice, to wit:
b e BN 10 ioh_mn]y {wear, that I will faith-
¢ fully execute the ofiice of a veftryman of
Y p_an(h, in county, - without- prejudice,
 favour or afie&tion, according to the beft of my
< {lill and knowledge ;” which oaths and declara-
tions any juflice of the peace, or any velftryman
prefent, may adminifter and take,

VIIL. gno Be it oualied, Thap the firk Monday
in Fcbn ary, May, Awguft and November, in each
year, thall be thc davs on which a Vcﬂry thali be
held in ey parith, at eleven o’clock in the fore-
ncon, at the place at which vellry eleCticns are di-
refted by this a& - tojbe held, without any natice
given thereof, and every veftry may alfo hold ad-
_]ourncd or fpecial meetings at fuch times and
p} ices as they, may agree upon; at any which
tirtie ‘or lece, any four veftrymen, together with

he recor, if he fhail attend, if not, any four
W:.fhout him, fhall be a fufficient quorum for
';tue tranfa&tion of any bufinefs whatever, which
ithey are authorifed’ to do by this alt, and what-
“foever fhall be thus done by a majority of fuch
quorum, or of the members attending, if more
than above directed, 'fhall be vahd and obligato-
ry, as if done by the whole vellry; provided al-
vays, 'that due notice of all adjourned and fpe-
cial

Tm————
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cial meetings (hall be given to. all the members of
the veftry.

VIII. Gnu Be it enafted, That the re@or of each
ﬁi‘?‘iﬂl for the time being fhall prefide in the vef-
try, colle& the votes, and thall, upon.an equal
divifion of thofe prefent, have a vots, except in
cafes in which he is in any manner particularly in~
terefted, and he fhall have, except he may other-
wife, contra¢t with the veftry, the pofieflion, occu-
wpation and free ule of all the glebe-lands, houfes,
“greund-rents, books and other property, belonging
to his parifh, and be entitled to the benefit thereof
during the time he thall officiate therein as rector.

IX. @nub be it ensftey, That the veftry of each
parith for the time being, as truﬁeés of the parifh,
{hall have an eftate in fee-fimple in all churches
and chapels, and in all glebes, and other lands,
and thall have a geod title and eftate in all other
property heretofore belonging to the ‘church of
England, or which fhall hereafter belong to the
faid chusch, now called the Proteftant Epifcopal -
Church, in Maryland ; and it (hall be lawful for
fuch veftry fo to manage and dire¢t all fuch proper-
ty as they may think moft advantageous to the in-
terefts of the parithioners, and they fhall alfo have
the property in all books, plate and other orna-
ments belonging to faid churches and chapels, or
any of them. :

,  X. Gnp be it enatted, That if any reétor fhall
commit any wafte on any glebe-land, or other Jand
belonging
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belonging to the veftry of his parith, or if he fhall
do any injury to his parfonage, or fo his parifh li-
brary, he fhall be liable to pay treble damages, to
Ve recovered of him by the veftry in their corporate
name, in the fame maaner as if he was not onec of

the veftry.

XI. @nd beit enaftep, That on every Eaiter
IMonday, immediaicly after the elettion of veftry-
smen, the vefiry fhall proceed to choofe from among
the perfons qualified to vote, two fober, difcreet
and pious perfons, to be churchwardens for the en-
fuing year, and before they a& as fuch, they fhall
t1ke and fobfcribe the oath of &delity, and make
aid fublcribe the declaration herein before pre-
feribed to be taken by veftrymen, and alfo an oath,
that -they will faithfelly difcharge the duties of a
churchwarden.

W11, Gas be it cuaiien, That every churchwar-
den fhall huve power to keep the peace, and alfo
preferve order and decency in his refpective church
or chapels ; and it fhall be lawful for any church-
warden fo apprehend any perfon  guilty of. any
breach of the peace, or of any diforderly condudt,
or of making = noile in any church or chapel, or
in the church or chapel-yard, or other enclofure,
{o as to difturb the congregation, and to turn fuch
perfon out of the church, chapel-yard, or other
enclofure thereto belonging ; and it fhall be the
duty of any perfon (who may be called upon) to
A6t the churchwarden in the before-mentioned

duties.
XI1I1I. 9nd
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XIII. @nb be it enalted, That if, from any
caufe whatever, thofe perfons qualified to vote in
any parith fhould fuffer Eafter Monday to elapfe
without any eleCion of veftrymen, then the faid
cleCtion may be held on any other day appointed
for the purpofe, at any time aftcr, although it may
be in any fubfequent year, of which day notice
fhall be given by the recter (if any) in his church
immediately after divine fervice, on two {ucceeding
Sundays, and if no reftor, by ¢ ainy two s veitrymen,
or of thofe perfons who laft poflefled the powers of
veftrymen, by writing fet up at the door of thc
church ten days before the dag of meeting.

XIV. Gon Bg it enalen, If chuechwardens
fhould not from any cauie be cholen by the veftry
on the day of the election of vef’cry'ncn, 1t {hall
and may be lawful to choole them at dhy. fubfe-
queat meeting of the vcnry, and fuch cle&ions
fhal] be held valid and Obli:'u..cd.l'y.

XV. %nd be it enatiey, That the veftry of cvcry
p’mfn {hall Lavc full power-and authority from
timg to time to choofe ope crinore minifters
readers of the proteftant eplfcopal church, (here—
tofore called the church of England,) to officiate
in any church or chapcl belonging to the parith;

and to pPr;orm the other dutics of 'a minifter there-

in, for fuch time, as the faid veftry way think+

proper, and they may agree and contrac with fuch
minifter ar minifters, reader. or readers, for his or
their falary, and refpe@ing the ufe and occupation
of the parfonage-houfe, or any glebe or other

land:,
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lands, or other property,-if any,-bckﬁnging to the
parith, and on fuch terms and conditions as they
may think reafonaile and proper, Jnd their choice
and contraét fhall be entered ameny ¢ their proceed-
ings; and upon the cxpxmuoz'x of fuch contra&,
the faid vefiry may, iu their difcretion, renew their
choice, or make a new contrat, but if they do not
incline fo to do, their former choice and contraét
fhall remain until thiey declare their defire to make
a new choige of contradt.

XVI., Gno bg it enafled, That if onlpene mix
nifter thall be chofen for any parith, herfhall be
called the re&or thereof, -but ‘where two or more
minifters thall be chofen of the {ame order in the
minittry, they fhall be called afiociated rectors of
fuch }m.x(h, and 1*1a prcﬁdr‘ i3 the vellry by rota-
tion; and in any parify in which there (hall at any

~
time be more th ', QuE m vinifter ruruhrly ﬁttled

and cither of them Y {iverior order in the miniftryy

fuch fugc;ior minifter thall have the "fole right of
prefiding in the \'t(f{'y and be called the re&tor

theresf, andithe othey or others (hall be called af-
fociated minifters of 1uch parith.

XV1il. Gno be it enaley, If the veftry of any
pari(h fhounld ‘think it neceffary to tzke in fubfcrig-‘
ticns for the maintenance of thl[‘ minifter or mi-
niflers, reader or readers, or for paying the falaries
of fuch other officers as tbe occafions of the parifh
may require to be appointed, or for any other pa-
rifh pairpofes, it fhall :md may be lawful for them
fo to do.

XVII, anp

—

sttt L
.



(9 )

XVII. 9nd be it enafted, Thar the veftry of
every parifh fhall be and they are heréby obliged to
provide a fit perfon as regifter of their parith, whofe
duty it fhall be to keep true and fair entries of the
proceedings of ‘fuch veftry in the execution of their
truft, which regifter alfo fhall, before he a&s as
fuch, take and {ubicribe the oath of fidelity herein
before mentioned, (unlefs he thall have betore taken
fuch oath,) and make and fubferibe a declaration
of his belief in the chriftian religion, as alfo take
an oath for 'the due and faithful execution of tha
duties of his office, to be admiiniftered 2§ herein be-
fore directed. ' -

XIX. and be it enafted, That it fhall be the
duty of the faid regifter to enter in a book provided
for the purpofe, all baptifins, marriages and fune-
rals, of free perfons in the parith by any minifter
of the proteftant epifcopal church, and which may
. be made known to him by am#of the faid minifters
or veftrymen of the’ parith; and it thall alfo be the
duty of the faid regifter, in the entry of baptifims to
infert the chriftian names of th¢ perfons ‘baptifed,
the chriftian and furnames of the parents, with the
dates of the baptifms and births of the perfons
baptifed, and in the entry of ‘marriages and burials
to infert the times of the' celebration, and the
chriftian and furnames of the perfons married, and
the perfons buried ; and it thall be the duty of the
minifter or minifters of every parifh to take care
that the faid regifter be made acquainted with all
‘the baptifins, marriages and burials, celebfated by
him or them in the parifh. :

o g XX, gnu
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XX. Qnd be it enafted, That if any minifter of
the proteftant. epifcopal church fhall cclebrate any
baptlfm, marriage or burial, in any parifh in which
he may not be a fettled mxmﬁer, he is hereby re-

uired to communicate it to the re€tor, or.fome
one of the veftry, of the parith, who' fhall com-
maunicate it to thc regifter of faid parifh.

10 )

XXI. Ono be it enafted, That if any minifter
or veftryman fhall fail in the duties herein re-
fpectxvely afligned them, or if any regifter thall
refufe or negleGt to enter any baptifm, marriage
or burial, fo made known to him, the perfon of-

p fending fhall forfeit cight dollars for every fuch
8 offence. t‘
XXII. @no be it enafien, That the regifter. of |
every parith fhall have the cuftody of all regifters
of baptifms, murnages and burials, belonging to
his parith, and he 48 hexeby obliged to fhew any_4
perfon or perfons feafonably defiring it any fuch
regifter, or give a certificate of the entry of any
bt rth marriage or burial, entered therein; which
may be defired of him, and fuch certificate, under
the hand of fuch regifter, and with the common
feal of fuch veftry annexed thereto, fhall be re-
ceived in evidence in.all courts of juftice within
this ftate ; and for every fearch which may be re-
quired he fhall be entitied to twenty- five cents, and
for every certificate as aforefaid he fhall be entitled
to twenty- -five cents, nor fhall he be obliged to make
a fearch, or give a certificate, until he fhall have
been pald the reward before allowed:
XXIII. ano

-
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XXTIII. 9nv be it enafted, That if any veltry
fhall neglet or refufe to appoint a regifter for their
parith, or to provide him with fuch good and fub-
ftantial books as the execution of the duties herein
committed to him may require, the individual ve(-
trymen who fhall vote againft going into the ap-
pointment of a perfon to fill the office of a regifter,
or fhall refufe to vote on the queftion of faid ap-
pointment, or againft the provifion of good fub-
ftantial books as aforefaid, fhall forfeit and pay the
fum of five dollars each tor every  time he fhall of-
fend, or'vote as aforefaid, the faid fine to be reco-
vered before a fingle magiftrate ; provided always,
that the veftrymen fo offending may in all cafes al-
lege, before faid magiftrate, fuch excufe or excufes
as he may think fufficient to relieve him from the
payment of the fine'as aforefaid.

XXIV. 9nb be it enalted, That whenever {pe-
cial meetings of the veftry (Mpll be neceflary, the
re€tor fhall call them, but if there be no ‘rector, or
if he fhall be abfent or refufe or negle@ to call a
meeting, then any two of the veftry agreeing fo to
do may fummon a {pecial veftry.

XXV. -dny, the better to fecure the attendance
of members of the veftry, Mg it enafichd, That no
veltryman fhall abfent himfeif from any ftated
meeting, or from fpecial or adjourned meeting, of
which he was duly notified, without fuch ex-
cufe as the reft of the veftry will allow, under 2
penalty not lefs than two or exceeding eight dol-
lavs. . ; %

XXVI. Gny
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- XXVI. Gud be it enafted, That-if any perfon
elected a veftryman agreeably to this act fhall, after
convenicnt notice given him by the regifter of the
parith, who is hereby required to give him fuch
natice under the penalty of twenty dollars, refufe
to ferve as a veltryman according to the provifions
herein made, without alleging fuch an excufe as the
refidue of the veftry will allow, unlefs he fhall
have heretofore ferved two years, or been voted out
at a former veftry ele®ion, or if any petfon elected
a churchwarden, who has not before ferved in that
office. within the laft three years, fhall, after the
fame notice, refufc to ferve as fuch, or having been
qualified fhall retire from his office without the

.confent of the vellry, before the time for which he

was elected fhall have expired, unlefs he thall have
been difqualified for remaining a churchwarden, the
former fhall forfeit twenty dollars, and the latter
ten dollars. e '

XXVII. 9nd be Pﬁ enafied, That all fines and
penalties by this act impofed thall be recoverable
before any juftice of the peace, and applied to the

ufe of the parith, in fuch manner as the vefiry may
direct. '

XXVIIL. Gno be it enaftey, That the veftry-
men of every parith in this ftate for the time being
fhall be, and they are hereby declared to be, one
community, corporation and body politic, for ever,
by the nanie of The Veftry of the parith to which
they fevera]ly belong, and by the fame name they,
and their facceffors, fhall and may have perpetual

‘ fucceflion,
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fucceflion, and fhall.and may, at all times hereaf-
ter, be perfons able and capable i in law to pur-
chafe, take and hold, to them and their fucceflors,
in fec,” or for any lefs eflate or eftates, any lands,
tenements, hereditaments, rents or annuities, with-
in this ftate, by the gift, bargain, fale or devife of
any perfon or perfons, bodies politic and corporate,
capable of making the fame, and fuch lands, tene~
ments or hereditaments, to rent or leafe, in fuch a
manner as they may judge moft conducive to the
interefts of their refpective parifhes, and alfo to take
and receive any fum or fums of money, and any
kind of goods and chattels, which may or fhall be
given, fold or bequeathed unto them, by any per-
fon or perfons, bodies politic or corporate, capable
to make a gift, fale or bequeft thereof, and toapply
the fame for the ufe of their. refpcéhve parithes as
herein before direted ; provided, that the clear
year]y value of the eﬁatc of any veftry, (exclufive
af the rents of pews, colled§ons in churches, fu-
neral charges, and the like,} fhall not exceed two
thoufand dollars.

XXIX. gnb be it enﬁ&eu, That no veftry fhall
fell, alien, or transfer, any of their eftates or pro-
perty belongingto their church or churches, with-
out the confent of five at leaft of. their body, (of
which number the reGor (hall always be one,) to-
gether with the confent of both the churchwardens,
and in cafe there be no recor in the parifh, then it
fhall be neceffary to obtain the confent of the bithop
of the proteftant eprcopal church in this ftate for
the time being, prevxous to any fale, alienation or

transfer,




transfer, of any of the eftates’ or property afore«
faid, v ;

XXX. ano be it enadten, That no veftry fhall
apply any of the principal of the money arifing
from the fales of any of.the eftates or property
aforefaid towards any.debt or debts contracted with
their minifter on account of his official duties.

XXXI. Gnip be it enaited, That nothing herein
before contained fhall be conftrued to prevent the
veftry of any parith from buying at any time a lot
of land, not exceeding two acres, for a burial-
ground, or a.fite for a church or parfonage-houle,
or from felling or renting the pews of their churches
or chapels, provided in {o doing the faid veftry thall
not interfere with anyexifting right or title in any
perfon to any pew or pews.

XXXII. any d¢ #bnasen, That the veftry of
every parith, and thlir fucceffors, (by the name
aforefaid,) fhall be for ever hereafter able and ca- :
pable in law to {ue and be fued, plead and be im-
pleaded, anfwer'and be anfwered unto, defend and
be defended, in all or any -courts of juftice, and
before all or any judges, officers or other perfons
whatfoever, in all and fingular attions, matters and
demands whatfoever; and that it fhall and may be
lawful for them, and their fucceflors, for ever here-
after, to have a common feal for their ufe, and the
fame, at the will and pleafure of them, and their
{ucceflors, to change, alter, break and make anew,
from time to time, as they fhzll think beft.

- XXXIII. gnd
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XXXIII. 9nd be-it enatted, That ir Aall be
lawful for the convention of the proteftant epifco-
pal church in this flate to divide or unite parifhes,
as occafion may require, ‘and to alter their bounds,
and to conftitute new parifhes,;} and veftrymen and
churchwardens of fuch new pagfithes {hall be chofen
as herein before provided, angdhall have perpetual

: 'fucceﬁion, and be incorporaffed, by the name of

I The Veftry of fuch new pigith, and fuch veftry
and churchwardens, fhall haved all the powers here-

I by granted in this a@ to ghther veftrymen and
churchwardens ; provided affways, thata majority
of the members of the protefffant epifcopal church,
qualified to vote for vefirymellh, refiding in any pa-
nith, or part or parts of a p ith or parifhes, pro-
pofed to be added to any new Rparith or parithes, or
to be conftituted into a riewgparith; fhall confent
thereto.

L. ‘__.‘ >~ = ‘ K53 .
: “’e.?fme clection of veltrym @ g the né}?tuefgﬁx?b
,kafter Monday, as hercin bRore directed g

: ected, the a¢t
entitled, An a&-for the eftablibment of feleg ver: :
tries, and all the {upplementary ads thereto ﬂmli
be and hereby are repealed. ;
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