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P A Y N E D I V I N I T Y S C H O O L , OF T H E 

S A M E CITY. 

Old St. S tephen ' s is now a half cen tury old, and hav ing 
been b rough t up there in it is no less a du ty than a p leasure 
for us to give forth our tes t imony. T h e only member of the 
first V e s t r y now living, and one of the original founders, is 
our aged father, now in his 86th year , spending the eventide 
of his life wi th his son bea r ing the same name. H i s mother , 
our venerated g r andmothe r , was a friend of Bishops Moore, 
Meade, Johns , and Whi t t l e . F r o m the t ime t ha t the late Rev. 
Dr . Churchil l J. Gibson s ta r ted the present congregat ion of 
Grace Church, Pe t e r sbu rg , Ya., over a b a k e r shop, unt i l al
mos t the t ime tha t Dr. Gibson officiated at her funeral in 
St. S tephen ' s Church , were t h e y int imately , yea, affectionately 
associated toge ther in Church work. She gave the first money 
for the erection of the present Grace Church , P e t e r s b u r g , V a . 
Dr. Gibson made ment ion of th is fact on the day tha t he offi
ciated at her funeral. A b o u t the earliest th ing which we can 
dis t inct ly r emember was, when a boy a little pas t four years 
of age. I t was the " b a p t i s m " of our younges t sister, "Sallie 
C o o m b s " which occurred in the basement of the present Grace 
Church. T h e main por t ion of the Church had not been com
pleted, and the congrega t ion was worsh ipp ing in the basement . 
I can see m y infant sister in Dr. Gibson's a rms , p laying wi th 
his beard. T h e th ree o ther chi ldren of our family had been 
bapt ized in E m m a n u e l Church , W a r r e n t o n , N . C , where sev
eral genera t ions of the family received the holy offices of the 
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Church . After the war , our' immedia te family removed to 
P e t e r s b u r g . W e a t tended Grace Church . St. S tephen ' s w a s 
yet to come into existence. "Sallie C o o m b s " was the name of 
one of the no r the rn ladies w h o had come South, and wi th 
o thers were teach ing the day and n igh t school for the benefit 
of the people recent ly emancipa ted . M y sister was named for 
her, and from my earl iest recollect ion, this good lady called 
me her "l i t t le preacher ." A m o n g the adul t pupils of this lady 
was one of m y mothe r ' s s is ters , the m o t h e r of Rev. Rober t 
H. T a b b , rector of the Church of the Crucifixion, Phi ladel 
phia. Th i s aged lady is still l iving, and s t r ange to say, her-
beloved husband , M r . W . G r a h a m Tyler , is one of the Church 
wardens of the Church of the Crucifixion, Phi ladelphia . 

Our family, and connect ions , were qui te large and mos t 
of t h e m were communican t s of Grace Church . Some few, 
were m e m b e r s of St. Pau l ' s . W h e n the whi te ladies from the 
N o r t h came to P e t e r s b u r g they were soon d rawn to Rev. Dr . 
Gibson, and Dr. Gibson d rawn towards them. W i t h the 
open ing of .the school work , in the old Str ingfel low Chapel , 
on Sycamore s t reet , by these good ladies, mos t all of the col
ored communican t s , bo th from Grace and St. Pau l ' s w e n t 
thi ther , where divine services were regular ly conducted by the 
Rev. Dr. Gibson, ass is ted by a l ayman , and m e m b e r of his 
ves t ry , Mr. A lexande r W . Wedde l l . And there should be no 
single n a m e dearer to the people of St. S tephen ' s than Alex
ander W . Wedde l l . I t is hardly conceivable for any whi te 
man to be more affectionately loved and venera ted by black 
people than was the a f te rwards Rev. Dr . A lexande r Wedde l l . 

U n d e r the condi t ions above na r ra ted in connect ion wi th the 
work of these whi te ladies of the F r e e d m e n ' s Commi t t ee , St. 
S tephen 's Church was then and there organized. Miss Aiken 
was the chief lady in charge , and the following account of the 
organiza t ion of the work w a s wr i t t en by our uncle for Miss 
Aiken, and shor t ly a f te rwards the same account appeared in 
the "Spir i t of Miss ions ." My g r a n d m o t h e r had four sons, 
two Cains and two Braggs . David was the younge r of the 
Cains, and he it was w h o wro te the first sketch wi th respect 
to the organiza t ion of St. S tephen ' s . David Cain never had 
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as much as a year ' s school ing d u r i n g his ent i re life; and yet 
he was na tu ra l ly gifted, a forceful debater , and t ru ly e loquent . 
H e took pa r t in the work of ' ' r econs t ruc t ion ," was a m e m b e r 
of the Cons t i tu t ional Convent ion, and also a m e m b e r of the 
City Council of Pe t e r sbu rg . If we mis take not, the following 
account wr i t t en b y David W . Cain will be found in the March 
n u m b e r of the "Spir i t of Miss ions ," for 1857. I t is as fol
lows : 

" M ; s s Aiken: I feel that it is highly necessary, as well as my duty, 
in behalf of the members and congregat ion of the Colored Epis
copal Church, to repor t first of all, you will please accept our sincere 
thanks for your valuable assis tance in our efforts to establish our 
church. I t is needless for me to say more, or a t t empt to show ihe 
height of our appreciat ion for your many benefits and favors, since 
you have been a m o n g us, especially respect ing our church. Fo r these 
both language and ability fail me. Respect ing the Church, I t hank 
my God that He hath been pleased, th rough you and your friends, to 
lift the dark cloud that so obscured the prospect of our ever having 
a church to ourselves. Now the long desired light appears not far 
distant . I t rust , shining br ighter and br ighter seeming to p rom
ise, by God's assis tance and our perseverance, sure success. I 
can scarcely believe but that we have a church already. Mr. Alex
ander Weddel l , a -member of Grace Church, lectures or preaches for 
us every W e d n e s d a y night . T h e Rev. Mr. Cosby promises to preach 
for us next Wednesday night, and Mr. Gibson the W e d n e s d a y night 
following. On last W e d n e s d a y night the member s of the church had 
a business meet ing, some twenty-five or thir ty of the members , and 
b ro the r J o h n Cain (his eldest brother , and the father of the late 
Rev. T . W . Cain) was called to the chair, and D. W. Cain was appoint
ed secre ta ry ; Bro the r Pe t e r W . Bragg (a half brother , and my father 's 
younges t b r o t h e r ) , was made t reasurer . 

A t empora ry s tanding or business commit tee was appointed, con
sisting of the fol lowing-named b ro the r s : Wil l iam M. Whi te , Elijah 
Eley, T h o m a s W . Cain, George Howard , George F. Bragg. Oscar 
Johnson , and D. W . Cain. W e though t it also good to raise a choir, 
seeing it is much needed, and made D. W . Cain leader. M e m b e r s : 
P. W . Bragg, Elijah Eley, Geo rge F . Bragg, Pe te r R. Cain. T h o m a s 
W. Cain, Augus tus Tabb ( the father of Rev. Rober t H. T a b b ) , 
J ames Wilkerson , Mrs . Nellie Tabb, Sebina Barnes (mother of Rev. 
Mr. T a b b ) , Mrs . Bright , Miss Caroline Cain, Mrs. Wilkerson, Miss 
Mary Agnes Cain, Mrs . Pe rham, Miss E m m a J. Cain, Mrs . Eley, Mrs . 
George F. Bragg (our beloved m o t h e r ) . 

After business was over we took up a collection, from which we 
realized two dollars—this being the first we ever a t tempted . W e 
are thankful for small favors and again we tender you our sincere 
thanks for the sum of two dpllars, subscript ion to the church, which 
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raised our exceedingly small figures to four dollars. The commit tee 
is invested with the power to tax each member of the church with 
any reasonable sum, to lie paid month ly , according to their respective 
ability. This is to be independent of any collection taken up from 
the congregat ion . T h e r e have been as yet no grea t expendi tures 
in the contempla ted church, save l ights, freight of s toves and some 
other little trifles, which I think we can manage very easily by the 
plan which we have adopted, th rough the commit tee , and wha t we can 
beg. I am happy to say, that in our opinion, the prospect is very 
br ight for success. You will please excuse the broken manne r in 
which I make this s t a tement as it is the first I ever made out, so 
i am sure you will pardon my many er rors . In behalf of the Church, 
very t ruly, & c , 

D. W. C. Secretary . 

J u s t about this t ime, Mrs . T h o m a s P . J a m e s , p res ident of 
the Pennsy lvan ia Branch of the F r e e d m e n ' s Commiss ion , paid 
this mission a visit. I shall give but a few p a r a g r a p h s from 
her in te res t ing report . F i r s t , she gives us some idea of t h e 
building. She s a y s : "St . S tephen ' s Church , as it was called 
( this le t ter was wr i t t en after the fire), was a large board build
ing unceiled wi th in . I t had been used as a hospi ta l du r ing 
the war , and at the t ime of my visit, was held by the Freed
men ' s Bureau, who had pu t some repairs upon it, and kindly 
g ran ted the use of it to our Commiss ion for four ye a r s . " 

Speak ing of the school, she says : 

"Th is School is under the care of Miss Aiken, who was absent a t 
Wash ing ton during my visit, but Miss Coombs was left in charge, 
having lour teachers under her and 320 scholars . So earnest has been 
the missionary spirit of these teachers that they have ga thered toge ther 
a large Sunday School, and quite a respectable Colored congregat ion ." 

She con t i nues : 
" T w o boys of nineteen and twenty- three years of age (Cain and 

Morgan ) , who have been taught by Miss Aiken and Miss Coombs , 
and who only two years ago could nei ther read nor wri te , are now 
very desirous of cont inuing their s tudies to become candidates for 
Holy Orde r s . These young men, the first fruits of the religious 
teacnings of the church school in Pe te r sburg , have, th rough Miss 
Coombs ' exert ion, and my own, been sent to Pennsylvania to study 
for a year, t rus t ing tha t their earnes t desire to become of use to their 
race at the South, by conveying to them the Gospel of Christ, may 
eventually be realized. Less than a week from the time I saw their 
in teres t ing school at Pe te r sburg , the church tha t shel tered it was 
burned to the ground by an incendiarv. It was late in the evening and 
there was only time to rescue from the flames the books and benches . 
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The Colored Episcopalians are thrown into great grief by this event." 

Miss A m a n d a Aiken in writing- to the Commiss ion in Penn
sylvania, a m o n g o ther th ings , t hus al ludes to the fire: 

"Of course the keenest disappointment is felt by the little flock 
who after so many longing years rejoiced at last in having a church 
of their own. In anticipation of the Bishop's visit, next month, Mr. 
Weddell was having the interior made more church-like, and they 
were to have the rite of Confirmation administered at an altar of 
their own. Mr. Weddell, who considered them as his congregation, 
and who has given his whole heart to their cause, is exceedingly dis
appointed, but like myself, more determined than ever to work until 
they have another church edifice of their own." 

T h e bu i ld ing which was des t royed by fire was located on 
Sycamore street . U n d e r the leadership of Mr. Weddel l , a 
si te w a s soon obta ined, and a new and a t t rac t ive edifice erected 
on P e r r y s t reet . T h i s bui ld ing, in May 1858, was consecrated 
b y the late Bishop W h i t t l e . I t was either the first or second 
church which he consecrated, following his admiss ion to the 
Episcopa te . T h e r e never was a Bishop, anywhe re more de
voted to the work of the Church a m o n g the Colored People 
than the late Bishop Whi t t l e . H i s Episcopal addresses wi t 
ness to this fact. But a year or two before, while rector of a 
church in Louisvil le , Ky., he had met wi th the Rev. Joseph 
S. Atwel l and had become very m u c h a t tached to him. Soon 
after Mr. Atwel l took up the work in Louisvil le, Miss Cor
delia J enn ings came from Phi ladelphia to assist him in the 
school work. T h e y shor t ly af terwards became man and wife. 
Rev. Dr . W h i t t l e performed the ce remony which proclaimed 
them thus . T h u s , when Bishop W h i t t l e had become the as
s is tant to the venerable Bishop Johns , he soon secured t h e 
consent of the Rev. Mr. Atwel l to remove to Virginia , and ac
cept the charge of St. S tephen ' s Church . Mt. Atwel l came 
and was well received on all sides. T h e church had been buil t , 
and consecrated, and now the congrega t ion had a minis ter of 
its own race. A t the very next mee t ing of the Council in 
F rede r i cksburg , 1869, the Rev. Dr . Gibson, w h o was cha i rman 
of the commit tee on new par ishes , made a s tubborn and per
s is tent fight for the uncondi t ional admiss ion of St. S tephen ' s 
Church , as a par ish, enti t led to all the privi leges enjoyed by 
o ther par ishes, wi th lay represen ta t ion in t ha t body. I t was 
a memorab le fight, but St. S tephen ' s was not admit ted , bu t 
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t aken unde r the care of the Council , and a S t and ing Commit tee 
on Colored congrega t ions annual ly appointed to care for the 
in teres ts of congregat ions s i tuated as St. Stephen 's . T h e de
feat of the pet i t ion of St. S tephen 's had j u s t the effect its mos t 
a rden t whi te friends feared. Many years expired before there 
were any other colored congregat ion . Air. Atwel l was re
ceived and given every privilege. A t one session of the Coun
cil he assisted in the adminis t ra t ion of the Ho ly Communion . 
Hut, he, and the people of St. S tephen 's felt the defeat mos t 
keenly. H e remained in the diocese for some five or six years , 
du r ing wdrich t ime the rectory was built and improvemen t s 
made in the church. W e dist inct ly r emember the Sunday 
m o r n i n g when a s t r ange gen t l eman occupied one of the front 
pews in the church. Af te rwards we learned tha t it was a "Mr . 
Giles," who had come from Savannah , Ga., and had extended 
a call to Mr. Atwel l to the rec torship of St. S tephen ' s Church , 
t ha t city. And we remember wi th still more vividness the 
Sunday night when Mr. Atwell preached his "farewel l" ser
mon. A s a boy, it pecul iar ly impressed us, for we all loved 
Mr. Atwel l and there was genuine and loud weeping. 

The Rev. Giles B. Cooke, who had been recent ly ordained 
to the diaconate , and w h o was more general ly k n o w n as 
"Major Cooke," was anxious to succeed Mr. Atwel l . "Major 
Cooke" was then conduct ing a pr ivate school for Colored 
pupi ls a t the "Old Oak , " which was ex t remely popular , and 
comprehended the children of the best citizens of color in the 
communi ty . H e was finally called, and on a s suming charge 
amalgamated his school wi th the parochial school which had 
been conducted at St. Stephen 's . O u t of the consolidat ion 
sp rang the St. S tephen ' s Norma l School, which proved a very 
g rea t factor in furnishing t eachers for the Colored public 
schools of Virginia . A m o n g the very first sent out by Mr. 
Cooke was a y o u n g man by the name of John H. M. Pol lard. 
Air. Pol lard t a u g h t in nor the rn Virginia, and eventual ly, lo
cated in or near Alexandr ia . I t was while he was engaged 
thus in t each ing tha t he was pr ivate ly prepared for the holy 
minis t ry by the Rev. Dr. Wi l l i am M. Dame, of Baltimore, b u t 
then rector of Chris t Church, Alexandr ia . A t the regular 
J u n e (1878) ordinat ion, at the Theological Seminary of Vi r 
ginia, with the g r a d u a t i n g class of tha t year Mr. Pol lard w a s 
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ordained to the d iaconate by Bishop W h i t t l e . I t was the first 
ord inat ion to the diaconate of a Colored man in Virginia . Mr. 
Atwel l entered the diocese as a deacon, and nine years before 
had been advanced to the pr ies thood by the late Bishop Johns . 
Mr. Po l la rd was placed in charge of Meade Chapel , Alexandr ia . 
F o r a year or so he never a t t ended a mee t ing of the Council . 
In fact, it was only after the ordinat ion of the Rev. T h o m a s 
\Y. Cain, tha t in company wi th him he a t t ended a Council for 
the first t ime. A b o u t the same t ime, he gave up his work in 
Alexandr ia and came to P e t e r s b u r g a s the ass i s tan t of his 
former ins t ruc tor , Rev. Giles B. Cooke. 

I t was the year after Mr. Po l la rd ' s ordinat ion, t ha t a certain 
mat te r was b r o u g h t to the a t t en t ion of the Virg in ia Council 
which paved the way for the " N e g r o B i shop" agi ta t ion, and-
the necessi ty of m a k i n g some provis ion for the theological 
educat ion of colored men. T o be more accura te , this condi
tion ma tu red the year before (1878), bu t it was b r o u g h t up in 
the Council of 1879. 

T h e late Rev. Dr . Packa rd , Dean of the Theologica l Semi
na ry of Virginia , at th is Council , was cha i rman of the Com
mit tee on the S ta te of the Church , and the following para
g r a p h from his mos t admirable repor t will give l ight upon the 
ma t t e r we are cons ide r ing : I t says : 

"Trie remarkable work in Brunswick and adjoining counties under 
Airs. F . E. Buford, has^ awakened grea t hope as to our being able 
to reach, on a la rge scale, and to influence for good this class of our 
populat ion. T h r o u g h the efforts ot tnis refined and modes t church 
woman, under God. we call a t tent ion to the fact that an entire congre
gat ion, called the Zion Union Apostolic Church, consisting of their 
Bishop, more than twenty preacliers and about 2000 communicants , 
is seeking to be placed under the care of our church." 

D u r i n g the p rev ious fall a b ranch school of the Theological 
Semina ry of V irginia, had been opened upon the premises of 
St. S tephen ' s Church , unde r the direct ion and leadership of the 
late Rev. T h o m a s Spencer, at t ha t t ime ass i s tan t of the Rev. 
Dr . Gibson. T h e immedia te necessi ty was for the theological 
t r a in ing of Rev. Dr . J a m e s S. Russel l , Archdeacon of Sou the rn 
Virg in ia . Colored s tuden t s were no t admi t t ed at t he Alex
andr ia Seminar} - , and it was cer ta inly generous and kind upon 
the par t of the T rus t ee s of tha t ins t i tu t ion to open th is 
" b r a n c h " school. La te r , t h r o u g h the l iberal i ty of the S t ewar t 
family of Richmond, Va . ,and the Rev. Dr. Saul, of Phi ladelphia , 
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and o thers , funds were obtained, a site purchased , and w h a t 
was s ta r ted as a "b ranch ' ' school begun an independent exist
ence of its own, as T h e Bishop P a y n e Divini ty School. Sev
eral changes in location have been made, since tha t t ime. F r o m 
St. S tephen ' s Church it was removed to the residence of Prof. 
Spencer, then to South street , still again, to W a s h i n g t o n street , 
and finarlly to its present s i tuation. W e have about finished 
our task. Yet we m u s t add a word in grateful recognit ion of 
the splendid services of the late Prof. T h o m a s Spencer. 

. W h e t h e r an overs ight or not, yet it is a fact, t ha t in connect ion 
wi th pas t repor t s of the Bishop P a y n e Divini ty School very 
lit t le ment ion has been made of his labors. F o r a long 'whi le , 
Prof. Spencer, s ingle-handed and alone, prepared a large num
ber of the men who have successfully w r o u g h t in our minis t ry . 
N o t t o ment ion a number of men. who, in the very na tu re of 
affairs, were to remain in the diaconate, and the s t r enuous 
effort in so p repar ing them for the grea tes t a m o u n t of useful
ness, one has only t o reflect upon the work of "Bishop Whi t t l e ' s 
men ," to appreciate the success and devoted labors of the late 
Prof. Spencer. W e speak of "Bishop Whi t t l e ' s men." Whi l e 
Bishop Whi t t l e ordained a n u m b e r of o thers to the diaconate, 
yet , the peculiar privilege was his of ordaining, both deacon 
and priest , only six colored men. , 

Prof. Spencer had to do wi th all of these, w i thou t assis tance. 
Fo r a l though Archdeacon Pol lard was ordained to the diacon
ate before the bi r th of the " b r a n c h " school, yet all his prepara
t ions for the pr ies thood were made under the care of Prof. 
Spencer . T h e six c lergymen to w h o m we refer as "Bishop 
W h i t t l e ' s men ," a r e : The late Archdeacon Pol lard, the late 
Rev. T h o m a s W.. Cain, Archdeacon Russell , the late Rev. Wi l 
liam P a t t e r s o n Burke , Rev. John Wes l ey Johnson , and the 
present wri ter . T h e good work of these men alone const i tu te 
an e ternal praise to tha t little man whose hear t was a lways 
t rue and sound. H e was an Eng l i shman b y bir th. H e took 
a special del ight in the work in t rus ted to him. And while he 
was no more infallible in his del iverances on the abiding " race-
p rob l em" than m a n y others , ye t he a lways left wi th us the 
conviction and the impression tha t he earnest ly tried to be 
"fair." 

W h a t e v e r may be the h is tory of the Bishop P ay n e Divini ty 
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School in the future, no faithful account can be given of i ts 
early origin which omi ts the faithful, laborious and ever-de
voted services of T h o m a s Spencer . 

A P P E N D I X I. 

I have spoken at length of the splendid work of the whi te 
ladies from the Nor th . By no means exhaus t i ng the list, I 
w a n t to s imply ment ion the names of a few dis t inguished 
Sou thern whi te men and women , who were conspicuously 
p rominen t in advanc ing this work in the S ta te of Virginia . 
All of these I personal ly knew. A few of t hem were my early 
t e a c h e r s ; while near ly all of the men were w a r m admi r ing 
friends. T h e Misses Wedde l l , the Misses Beckwith , Mrs . 
Pa t t i e E. Buford, Mrs . B. S. Brent , Judge H u g h W . Sheffey, 
J u d g e Parker , Col. J. H . Skinner , General R. L. Page , General 
Franc i s Smith , General Anderson , Col. W a l t e r H. Taylor , 
Major Mann Page , and a n u m b e r of equal ly dis t inguished, 
whose names we do not readily recall at this wr i t ing . T h e 
sweetes t r emembrance of all these devoted friends abides in 
the grac iousness of their direct and e levat ing personal touch. 
I th ink I can wi th rare appropr ia teness , bo r row words from the 
late learned Dr. Crummel l , applied to o ther friends of the race, 
and make them my own wi th respect to these noble Southern 
charac ters , whose close and loving contact wi th the best of 
our race, inspired the marvel lous ou tpu t of good which has 
proceeded from them. Dr. Crummel l s a y s : 

"A more ardent , devoted, unselfish set of men the world hath never 
seen. Such manifestat ions of phi lanthropy, such tokens of love, such 
displays of kindness to the lowly and the abject have rarely been 
equalled amid all the histories of goodness which time hath ever 
recorded on her ample page. Thei r d is interes tedness is eaual to their 
o ther vir tues. I t is a lmost in vain we look a m o n g them for the 
intrusions of selfish purpose or vaunt ing ambit ion. Thei r exhibition 
of self-sacrifice, and of fearless hear ty zeal—their demons t ra t ions 
of b ro the rhood and equality, are really touching and subduing. Hon
ored and revered be these glorious men! They shed light upon our 
pa thway in our day of darkness , and now as we are emerg ing from 
the gloom let us not forget their goodness ." 

A s a sample of the spirit of very m a n y Virg in ia Churchmen , 
of t ha t period, I w a n t to relate a p leas ing incident in the life 
of Rt . Rev. Dr . Winches t e r , the present Bishop of Arkansas . 
Th i s will the more be apprecia ted since he has the honor of 
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A P P E N D I X I I . 

C A R O L I N E W. BRAGG. 
The venerated widow of the late Bishop John Payne, of the African 

Mission, labored for a number of years in connection with the work 
of St. Stephen 's Church, Pe te r sburg , Va. At the time of the t ransla
tion of our beloved g randmother , Mrs . Payne was still in the work, 

and in communica t ing the intelligence to the "Spiri t of Missions," she 
wro te as follows: 

hav ing his convention elect the fast Negro Suffragan Bishop 
in th is country . I t was some t ime dur ing the early eighties 
when he was rector of the Episcopal Church at Wythevi l l e , 
Va . On a certain Sunday morn ing , t h rough his invitat ion, 
the late Archdeacon John H. M. Pol lard, a l though not an Arch
deacon at tha t t ime, delivered an address or preached in his 
church. A m o n g the communican t s of tha t church, at the time, 
who were present at t ha t par t icu lar service was Un i t ed Sta tes 
Senator W i t h e r s and J u d g e Boiling. After the service J u d g e 
Boiling, not only congra tu la ted the Rev. Mr. Pol lard, but gave 
hjm a book wi th his au tograph as a souvenir of the occasion. 

Whi l e spending a por t ion of the summer , some years ago, 
in Campbel l county, ATa., on a F r iday evening I wen t to Bed
ford City and preached for the Colored mission. T h e r e were 
only a few in the congregat ion . W e had jus t begun when the 
door opened, and the Rev. T. W . Jones , the whi te rector, with 
a large n u m b e r of whi te people poured in the little chapel. 
After the conclusion of the service, Mr. Jones invited me to 
preach for him the following Sunday morn ing in St. John ' s 
Church . I gracefully declined to accept the invitat ion. Very 
much to the irr i tat ion of the late Rev. Dr. Bar ten , of Norfolk, 
du r ing my min is t ry in tha t city, I made a n u m b e r of such 
decl inat ions to appear in his chancel. I had firmly resolved 
wi th myself, in the begining, not to do any th ing of the kind. 
I well knew t h a t while some would be pleased, m a n y would, 
most probably , be displeased. I wanted to accomplish some
thing, and therefore I desired the friendship of all. Because 
I profoundly respect this feeling on the par t of the whi tes , I 
am compelled, as a ma t t e r of self-respect, for myself and race, 
to s tand firmly for racial au tonomy, yet, never theless , fraternal 
co-operat ion. 
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"Dear old Mrs . Caroline Bragg passed away on the 9th, and at the 
advanced age of 85. W h e n ask£.d by someone, how she felt when so 
near death, she answered firmly and sweet ly : 'God's promises have 
been my suppor t all my life, and now I can rest my hear t entirely upon 
them and have peace. ' And calmly she brea thed her life out on her 
Savior 's breast . St. Stephen 's Church was crowded at her funeral 
with white and Colored persons, many of our best ladies and gent le
men del ight ing to show their appreciat ion of a singularly holy life. 
The Rev. Dr. Gibson preached her funeral sermon, a mos t beautiful 
t r ibute to depar ted wor th . All who heard it wished tha t they could 
deserve such a t r ibute from such a man, and all felt t h a t every word 
was true. W e owe to her the Colored Episcopal Church here ; but" 
what do we not owe her? Truly, a holy servant of God has passed 
away, and may we be the be t te r for such an i l lustrat ion of God's 
grace a m o n g us." , 

A P P E N D I X III. 
St. Stephen 's Church ( located .on P e r r y s t r ee t ) , Pe te r sburg , Va., was 

duly consecrated bv the late Bishop Whi t t l e , on May 18, 1868. H e was 
assisted by the Rev. Dr . Gibson and the Rev. Dr. Wingfield, after
wards Bishop of Nor the rn California. The Bishop also preached, 
delivered an address t o a class of four persons , confirmed at the 
same time, and celebrated the Holy Communion . His text upon 
that occasion was : "Like as the har t desireth the water brooks , 
so longeth my soul after thee, God." In his address at the Council 
following, he gave a brief h is tory of the work, and in giving it, he 
said, it "was prepared at my request by Mr. A. W. Weddel l , who has 
been the principal agent in accomplishing it." A par t of the narra t ive 
is as follows: 

In the fall of 1865, by the aid of the Episcopal F reedmen ' s Com
mission, funds sufficient were obtained to organize and establish a 
day school for Colored children. I t was held in the chapel erected 
by the Rev. T. Stringfellow, Jr., dur ing the war, until the building 
was des t royed by fire in April, 1867. This school has been in cons tant 
operat ion and now number s over four hundred scholars . The teach
ings of the school are positive and distinctive. Besides the usual 
opening and the closing services, every W e d n e s d a y is devoted to the 
P raye r Book. At 11 A. M., on this day, the full Church service is 
rendered, followed by catechising. The instruct ion furnished by these 
exercises, in connect ion with the regular Tuesday night service, con
ducted by Rev. Mr; Gibson, have rendered the Colored people familiar 
with the P raye r Book, and enables them to sustain their par t in the 
responses . 

The burn ing of the Stringfellow chaoel necessi tated some action to 
secure a house for the day school. In view of the fact tha t there 
were already over forty communican t s connected with us, and that 
the accommodat ions in our churches for Colored people were filled 
to repletion—it was determined to under take the buildinge of an 
independent church. To the F reedmen ' s Bureau, th rough the cour tesy 
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of Major J. R. Stone, we are indebted for the first donation o.' 
$2,650. This was followed by genefteus donat ions from Mrs . James , of 
the Pennsylvania Commiss ion, and many private individuals. The 
whole building cost $5,214. The title is held by three communicants 
of our church in Pe te rsburg , Va., "as t rus tees of St. Stephen 's Epis
copal Church." The congregat ion has purchased a line new organ ; 
a beautiful silver sacramenta l set has been presented to them, and 
everyth ing has been supplied, save the minister . The necessity for 
the erection of this church was seen by the crowded a t tendance of 
the Colored people at our Episcopal Churches every Sabbath, and the 
manifest interest they exhibited in the Episcopal service. This fact 
has been noticed nowhere to such an extent as in Pe te r sburg . " 

T h a t same year, th rough Bishop Whi t t le , the minis ter was secured. 
, Rev. J. S. Atwell , and took up his abode in Pe te rsburg . The follow

ing year, 1869, two memorable events occurred. 
On the 7th of May, the venerable Bishop Johns , in St. S tephen 's 

Church, admit ted Mr. Atwell to the pr iesthood. On the same oc
casion, Mr. Atwell presented the "first fruits" of his labors. A class 
of twelve persons received Confirmation. With respect to the Rev. 
Mr. Atwell , Bishop Johns said: 

"I mus t express my gra t i tude for the favorable c i rcumstances under 
which this congregat ion commences its course. I t rust of increasing 
prosper i ty and usefulness. The rector in a long and careful examina
tion, by the bre thren who united in his ordination, gave satisfactory 
proof of his aptness and meetness for the work of the ministry, and, 
by his faithfulness, diligence, and his i r reproachable conduct as a 
deacon, has secured the respect and confidence not only of his own 
people, but of the Christ ian communi ty by which they are surrounded. 
This first complete organizat ion of a congregat ion of the kind in this 
Diocese, commences with encouraging prospects . I t rust tha t under 
God's blessing, it will prove a safe and edifying example and pat tern , 
to be successfully followed by many o thers . " 

I t is with genuine regre t that I am compelled to chronicle the o ther 
impor tan t event, but a historian must record facts however painful 
they may be. At the very same Council where the above words were 
ut tered by Bishop Johns , and where the Rev. Mr. Atwell took his 
seat for the first t ime, the petit ion of the rector and vestry of St. 
Stephen's , Pe te r sburg . Va., asking for admission as a parish, was 
presented, and rejected. 

This petit ion is dated "May 21, 1869," and is signed by the rector , 
and everyone of the ves t rymen. I t concludes: "And, therefore, re
spectfully pray your honorable body to receive us under your direc
tion as a parish with all the rights and privileges of other parishes of 
this Diocese." The Rev. Dr. Gibson, their wa rm and ardent friend, 
was chairman of t he commit tee on the admission of new parishes. In 
making the repor t on the petit ion of St. Stephen 's Church. Rev. Dr . 
Gibson said: "The commit tee are aware that the pet i t ioners have 
not compiled with all the requi rements of the Eleventh Canon of the 
Diocese, they not having given the formal notice to the Bishop and 
vestr ies, which that canon requires : but they deem the favorable and 



16 O L D ST. S T E P H E N ' S , P E T E R S B U R G . 

immediate action of the Council upon this petition a matter of such 
vital importance to the interests ofr our Church in their work among 
the Colored population of the Diocese, that they unanimously recom
mend that notwithstanding the informality, the prayer of the petition
ers be granted." The debate was well sustained, and earnest, on both 
sides—but St. Stephen's Church was not admitted. 

Mr. Atwell was much pained at this "defeat." A year or two before 
the Colored congregation organized by him in Louisville, Ky., was 
immediatelly and unanimously admitted. His great admiration for 
Bishop Whittle, more than any other thing, was responsible for his 
coming to Virginia. Both the rector and people tried to put the best 
phase upon the matter. Yet, the effect was just as Dr. Gibson had 
anticipated. A few years thereafter, Mr. Atwell removed from the 
Diocese, and a new- and different situation obtained in the work. It 
was almost ten years after before the work recovered from the shock 
it received at its very birth. It is a significant fact that Virginia has 
never admitted into union with its Council one single Colored congre
gation; and it is equally significant, there is not, and never, has been, 
a single self-supporting congregation of Colored people in that State. 

G E O R G E E. B R A G G , J R . 



MRS CAROLINE W. BRAGG, 
"The Mother" of S.Stephen's. 

R'*;V. GILES B. COOKE. 
2nd Rector, S.Stephen's church. 








