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AND ITS HISTORY

Dispute As To Which Is The Authentic Banner
Seems To Have Been Settled To The Sat-

isfaction Of

N view of the John ager Howard Chap:
ter of the Daughters of the Ametlean
Revelution making a vepllea of the famous
4011 Glory' flng for the 1014 “Star-8pan-
zled Banner? Centennial Celebratlon, the
Iutervsting discusslon s reealled regardiong
the authenticity of the original, which
arose at the time it was presented to the
Stiate af Maryland, .

Through the courtesy of Mr, Francls B,
Culver, & prominent member of the Mary-
land Ilistorical Soclety, the Sons of the
Amepican  Levolutlon  and  the  “Btar-
Spangled Banner" Bxpositlon Committee,
Tui Sux presents a picture of the Aog and
the Tacts concorning (ts history.

And sgeveral errors in regavd toodls hls-
tory that the Soclety of the Wur of 1812,
which presented the flag, tried at the time
to clenr ap, seem still to obtaln.

The renowned old banner, which 18 now
telig preserved dn the State House at An-
unpolis, is the one which, it is sald, Wil-
liam Batchelor, a soldier of the ilgvolu-
tion, carrled in the Lattle of Cowpens,
I3pror No. 1 conslsts In the date which g
usually glven for this battle-—1778, whete-
a8 gpecording to the Investigntion ‘con-
dueted, ns o result of the controversy, by
an authoricy, Mr, J. Appleton, 1t was found
that ghe battle was not actually fouglt
in 1778, but some three years liter—
Jamuary 17, 1781,

Puyrthermore, 1t wias stated that Willlam
Datchelor dled on Mareh 28, 1781,
this fuet Mr, Appletan could find no proof,
and it was also cladmed thal Willinn
Batehelor, hig son, wag a member of the
Twenty-seventh IReglment at the battle
of North Polut.  I'his, according to the
sue guthority, 1s absolutely untrue, sinee
Willinm, the son, was g member of the
Iifty-first Regiment, 4

Second Flag Appears.

At the thuoe that this discusslon was
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one and only true Cowpens fag,

In additlon. to his elaim, Mr., Willlam
N. Batchelor said that in 1880 he pre-
gented  too the Mai’,\'l:wd Historienl So~
clety n fag cavrled by the old Defenders’
Assoelntion which: had heen presented to
them in 18¢1, and thut this was probably

che fug which had been glven to the State

as the Cowpens flng.

To quote Mr, Appleton on this subject:

“The flug glven to the Maryland Lis-
torienl Soclety by W. N. Batehelor 1s still
ln their possession. He Is quoted as say=-
ing that bis gramdfutier was boro fie (he
barracks, at Fort Mellenry, and was n
drumiier bay in 1812, At this date, how-
ever, he wis getually noman 21 year old.

A e further  states that ot the battle
of Nortl Point, the enlgn of the coms
puny 1o which hls grandfather wns a pri-
vate wns killed, and as he fell William
B}lteht:lqr grasped the flag and continued
to bear i, until the end of the battle,
and that for this act of bravery it was
presented (o hlm,  Mr.o W, N. Batchelor
higg told mo that bie had this gtory from the
Hps of Lis grandfather, As o matter of
fnet, Ensign Kirby was reported ns hav-
ing been wounded and not killed.

Flag Has Too Many Stars.

“There g n flag in the Ifistorleal So-
clety of slik, 3 feet 10 Inches on the stafl
and O feet long. It Las ellk fringe cord
and tassels and a brass spearhead on end
of staff, It ls In pretly good coudition,
but, strange to say, has 41 stovg of gllt.
There 18 also a fAng belt of leather, with
the name “Willism Batchelor' marked ou
the Inside,

“I'he donation book says thet Willlam
R

' The Cowpens' battle flag.

i b » )
belng bandied back and forth, Mr, Wil-
llam N. Batechelor, 1104 Santh Curley
street, in Baltimore, rose up and in a
newspaper artlele discredited the gift,
e and he alone, ha clnimed, was the pos-
segsor of the flag carrled by William
Batehelor, his grandfnther, in the battle of
North Polnt. All other banners clalming
to b the Cowpens Hag were spurious ones,
rald he,

My, Appleton immedintely took up the
cuggels In defense of the gift presented
by the Soelety of the War of 1812, and
a committer was appointed to help him
in the work of vindleating the authenticlty
of this flag, EHe eamaerged from the inyestl-
gatlon trlumphant, secure in the convie-
tlon that the flag at Annapolls wue the

N. Batehelor presented this flag on Sep-
tembar 20, 1880, a8 ‘the volors of the Cd
Defenders’ Assoclution of Baltimore,’

“If this Aog {8 n8 old as 1861 1t should
have only 34 atars Forty-one stars
would plnee It a8 late as the year in which
it wus given, Mr. Batchelor snys that
this flag wna carrled for years by his
grandfather and, when e was too leebhle
to ¢arry It, the flag wne dlsplayed from
the window of big house on Heptember 12
a8 long a8 he Hved," .

I'his, however, was not, in the opinion
of M. Appleton, the Cowpens fug, apd
in Wis voluminous and comprehensive re-
port be proved to the satlstuetion of every-
one: conferned the nuthentlelty of the flag
at Annapolis,

¥ v FRE L s



