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WaeatLey vs. WALLIS. Juse (E. 8.)

Aspear from the General Court.  ## heatley brought an  In, an afton o7

slander

actl 1 & e 7 . 7]i e Overseer Against
action on the case in Kent county court, against Pallis, i cnbioyer. the

for slanderous words spoken by the latter of the former. gl o 3
"The words, as stated in the declaration, were these—“You S
(meaning the said 77 keatley,) “stole forty bushels of wheat o2 i, thae
and forty bushels of corn of me,” (meaning Wallis). The woges . may be
general issue was pleaded; and at the trial in March 1802, s Feods. of ‘his

employer entrust-

the defendant moved the court to direct the jury, that if ed whim.as overe

. . . v, and that
they should be of opinion, that the words charged in the tharge of stealing

declaration were spoken in relation to property in the Seasiies
possession of the plaintiff; as overseer of the defendant, on
wages, that then they must find a verdict for the defendant,
as no felony could be committed, by the plaintiff, of goods
so circumstanced. But the county court, (Z%/ghman, Ch.
¥.) directed the jury, that an overseer on wages may be
guilty of felony of wheat and corn entrusted to him, as
such, by his employer, and consequently, that a charge of
stealing such goods was actionable. The defendant ex-
cepted; and the verdict and judgment being against him,
he appealed to the general court, where the judgment was
. reversed at September teem 1804, and the appellee appeal-
ed to this court.
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