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NEW YORK, July™-—Mary-
land Gov. Marvin Mandel said
today that the U.S. govern-
ment has a responsibility to
“disabuse” Soviet leadership
of the notion that free emigra-
tion of Russian Jews is a nar-
row issue supported .only by
small, localized Zionist pres-
sure groups in this country.

Reporting his impressions of
a 12.day State Department-
sponsored trip to the Soviet
Union in May, Mandel said
Russian leaders “have got to
be told that this is a problem
‘of concern at all levels of our
society and government and
that it is not narrowly sup-
ported.”

Mande! visited the Soviet
Union with seven other U.S.
governors from May 17 to 29
and discussed his findings to-
day at a press conference
sponsored by the National
'Conference on, Soviet Jewry.
~ Mandel implicitly endorsed
a statement, issued by the con-
ference chairman, charging
President Ford and Secretary
of State Henry A. Kissinger
with “placing-the issue of free-
dom of Soviet Jews on'the
‘back burner” and making the
iproblem “last year’s business.”
| Although his own comments
' did not appear designed to en-
gage the Ford administration
in an open quarrel over the
Jewish emigration question,
Mandel’s remarks were notice-
ably more pointed than those
he made upon his return from
a similar Soviet visit three
years ago.
~ “They (the Soviets) have to
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keep saying this is an internqlynterence that before the So-
problem, that it is none of OWfjet Union abrogated the 1972
affair - . . but'it is a h-“mi\!ilade agreement with the U.S.,
problem for us all,” Mandghe fate of the 3-million Soviet
said. 3 Jews was a high national prior-

He said he interviewed Dity.

Alexander Lerner, a leading Since then, Lowell charged,
Moscow activist in the causkIr. Ford and Kissinger have:
of Soviet Jewry, and \was tolfgtiled to speak out on the is- ;'
that an estimated 15 per cemue, : 1
of the Jews—or 500,000 citi- “Our government's silgnce,
zens—would leave immedias been interpreted by the|
ately if there was an open-emieaders of the US.S.R. as a]
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sor of Chinese psychology, h ‘Lo~[
been denied an exit visa o :
the ground$ that he possessed
state secrets. The professor,
Mandel said, had been offered
a teaching position in New
York City.
“They want to leave in the
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where (U.S)) officials can sit
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