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nglobe-trotting Hughes
to visit West Germany

By Tom Linthicum o A
Annapols Bureay of The Sun .

What do classical music and economic
development have in comman?
Maybe a lot.

At least, that's the hape of the Mary.
land officlals who spend their time devis-
ing ways to lure more businesses into the
state. And they're willing to bet $56.000
and 13 days of Governor Hughes's time
that they're right.

Phase one of their plan began Thursday
when the Baltimore Symphony Orchesira
Jeft for & 12-concert, 22-day tour of East
and Weat Geerany. It 15 the orchestra’s
first 36lp outaide North America, and the
first time an American orchestra has vis-
ited East Germany.

Phase two begins Tuesday, when Goy-
ernor Hughes and a party of five, includ-
ing top officials of the Department of Eco-
nomic and Community Development, head
for Germany In search of new foreign in-
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vestment for Maryland,

The timing of the two Lrips ls anyihing
but & coincidence. The staie’s business re-
crullers bope that the sympbony concerts
and lobbying by the governor will be anir.

resiatible attraction to European business
leaders.

“When we heard that the symphony
was going, we said this would gn:
thing to tie [nto,” said Gerald L.
ald, state director of business and industri-
al development.

“We would wast 10 take the governor
lo this area anyway, and without this, we

would have tried to find a tiein with
sometbing else,” Mr. McDonald continued.
"l:g;d this ut:ns‘ueh l: food cultural tie-in. It's
3 ”® t”

And the nelm‘ of Maryland to Exrope-
an business interests is what the gover.
nor's trip is supposed Lo be all about,

“This trip offers a great opportunity to
promote Maryland, not ooly in economie
deve!ogmt terms, but also ls cultural
terms,” sald Joseph M, Coale 111, a guber-
natorial alde who is also making the trip,

“One of the these {irms
are Jooking for is the quality of life that a
certaln location offers to their employces,
because the employees demand it. It's not
Just what kind of & tax bresk the compa-
nies will get or how close they would be to
an interstate bighway that’s important,”
Mz, Coale said.

The trips of the orchestra and governor
technically are separate. The orchestra’s
travels are being financed privately, ex-
cepl for a small federal grant. while
Maryland taxpayers are paying §38,000 to
cover the travel and eptertainment ex-

of Governor Hughes and his wife; a

te Police bodyguard; Mr. Coale; Mr. cosl

McDanald, asd James O. Raberson, state
Secretary of Economic and Community
Development.

The governor will join the orchestra In
three West German cities—~Dusseldord,
Bonn snd Munich. Befope the concert in
each city, be will host 12 to 13 German
business leaders and thelr spouses at & re-
ceplion designed to sell Maryland.
w“l‘bm;’mpeopuwhomunggy

our representatives .
rope,” Mr. Coale explalned. “We know
that they are fooking over bere, but we
mm know the degree of intensity of

search or what thelr objectives ave.”

To belp get the atate's message acroas,

record albums will be given to the re-
ceplion guests, along with pictures of varl-
ous Maryland scenes.

Sometime after the governor reiurns
home, the state's European trade office in
Brussels will explore In detall the possible
Interest each of the business executives
might have in Maryland,

But with full-time business recruiters
sready spreading Maryland’s message
Europe, why 18 it necessary for
'he governor 10 lend & hand? What can he
fo that they can’t?

“The governor can open doors to some
of the very top decision-makers by the
very nature of bis office, and the accept-
ance of our invilations to the receptions
clearly shows tbat. He will be meeting
some of the top leaders in Germany,” Mr,
McDonald said,

“It's salesmanship and markeling—~as
simple as that,” Mr. Coale sald. “You mar-
ket the ﬁmmor because be is the jeader
of Maryland and be is a0 stiractive per
son. He is a great salesman for the prod-
uct, which is Masyland.”

After leaving Germsay May 28, the
governor wil] spend the next two days in
Lille, France, capital of Nord Pas-de-Cs-
Ials, France's porthernmost province and
Maryland's newest foreign “sister state.”

, Hugbes will meet with government
and business leaders thers and discuss
ways to expand economic and cultural ties
with the province. He also will
visit & nuclear power %hnt. a coal gasi-
fication plant and a subway construction
site, and tour the import coat facility at
the port of Dunkirk, which already re
celves substantial quantities of Maryland

Ris officlal dulles end there, but Mr.
Hughes will fly to London May 31 for a
couple of days of vacatios, returning to
Maryland June 3.

This is the second overseas economic
mission for the goyernor, who promised in
bis 1978 election campalgn to step up the
state’s efforts (o afiract new business, ils
first foray was to Chins and Japan in

1979,

There s little tangible economic bene.
fit to show from that trip so far, although
state officials stress that the overflres to
the Chinese were made with the idea of
long-range results. Mr. McDonald also
says the state is naw “fairly close” fo &
commitment from a high-technology Jap-
anesa firm to build a plant somewhere in
the Baltimore-Washington corridor.

High-technology Industry—computers,
elecironles, precision tools—~is  what
Maryland is seeking in West Germany, a3
well, But Mr. McDonald says any results
of this trip probably will not be seen soon.

“This is not an overnight thing. The
governor i3 not golng (o come back from
this trip—unless we are very fucky~and
iy, ‘1 1o wmeone who is going 1o
build a plant in Maryland,’ * he sald.
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