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Anhui greets Md. group
with gongs, fireworks

By MICHAEL PARKS
Peking Bureaw of The Sun

Hefel, China~Gongs were clanging,
drums beating and hundreds of fire-
erackers were exploding when Governor
Hughes arrived here yesterday afternoon.

e is heading & 15-member Maryland
state delegation to China's Anhui Prov-
ince, but the reception here might have
been for the Jeader of a small but econom-
jcally important country, an indusirial
powerhouse, and that, in fact, i3 about how
Anhyi sees Maryland,

+ Zhang Jindy, the Anhui provincial gov-
etr, € d his province's interest al-

most immediately in a broad serfes of eco-

nomie, scientific, techulcal and other ex-
changes that will enable it to accelerate
its development under China's very ambi-
{ious modernization psogram.

While noting that Anhei has a popula-
tion of 48 million, nearly 12 times that of
Maryland, Mr, Zhang praised the Amer-
ican state's industrial and agricultural
development as a source of fdeas, if nol an
exaet model, for his province,

Both sides have a series of proposals
for cooperation in different fields to dis-
cuss in the next three days, but Mr. Zhang
was already forecasting extensive prog-
ress in developing the year-old relation-
ship between Maryland and Anhut during
thixyisit,

Although Governor Hughes remalned
clrcumspeet—~zo big, muitimillon dollar
contracts were expected duriag this trip,
and Maryland sees China trade as a leng-
term effort--academic and business lead.
ers on the delegation reported consider
able progress from the first five days in
gei;ing and in preliminary contacts is

efei.

- %] don't have a signed contract in my
briefcase, but we bave made important
contacts that wilf lead to some business,
and perbaps a great deal of business,” sald
John F. Dealy, president of Fairchild In-
dustries, wha talked with Chinese officials
in Peking about aircraft production, satel-
fite construction and related fields,

Jobn S. Toll, president of the Univer-
sity of Maryland, aid that agreements
had been reached with the elite University
of Science and Technology here and with
Peking University, also one of China's
most prestigious, for academie and scien-
tific eschanges. Dr. Richard S. Ross, dean
of the medical faculty of the Johns Hop-
kins Yniversity, concluded similar under-
standings with the Chinese Academy of
Medical Sciences for cooperation in genet-
ics research ang bivengineering.

“We made a lot of progress, and the
racre | see, the mote [ am convinced that
we will be learning as much as we are
teaching,” Dr. Toll remarked.
~ ‘The value that China places on these
contacts with Maryland was clear yester-

day. Deng Xiaoping, the country’s senlor
vice premier, received the Marylanders in
the Great Hall of the People in Peking
along with Wan Li, the former Anhui gov-
ernar who I3 now in the top leadershipas a
vice premier.

‘Then the state delegation was warmly
received here by provincial officials and
severa} hundred cheering schoolehildren.

1 don’t think anyone in the Maryland
delegation has ever received a reception
Yike ihat,” Governor Hughes remarked
later. “] know I never have.”

Gangs, drums and firecrackers, tradi-
tional instruments to welcome an impor-
fant guest, were augmented by explosive
charges simulating the 19-gun salute that
Was Li received when he visited Annapo-
1is Yast September at the head of the Anhui
provinclal delegation,

Bul much of the welcome was spon-
taneous: Two little girls in a park present-
ing freshly picked flowers to Mrs, Hughes
and her daughter, Beth; crowds of several
hundred that first gathered to stare but
broke into applause when the delegation
visited the main department store; the
people who came forward to practice
their English despite all the warnings to
beware of foreigners.

Vice Premier Deng had stressed the
importance from the Chinese view of such
contacts, praising Maryland and Anhui for
taking the lead in establishing their spe-
cial relationship and ‘asking for further
state-level contacts.

Vice Premier Deng and Goversor
Hughes guickly established the same easy
relatienship that the Maryland governor
$ias with Wan Li, who was the delegation’s
patron in Peking, opening the doars of the
Chinese bureaucracy at a very high level
for the Maryland businessmen.

“With the governor as head of the dele-
gation,” Mr. Dealy said, “we are seeing
the people who make decisions, and we
are getling in with our proposals right
away, pot after four rips and a lot of
wasted time . . . If that is the way political
understanding and goodwill work, then It
is a good way tado business.”

Governor Hughes expressed satisfac-
tion with the first stage of the delegation’s
visit In Peking, saying that the busi-
nessmen in the delegation had made im-
portant contacts that will be followed up
later, ang be was touched by the warmth
of the reception bere.

“We have been looking forward to this
visit foy more than & year,” he said, “but it
goes beyond anything we expected.”

The delegation will hold two days of
talks here, visiting Jocal industry, farms
and schools before going to Yellow Moun-
tain, one of China’s most famous scenic
snats_ at the end of the week.
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