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runaways to authorities. People who “enticed” slaves to
escape or aided fugitives could receive years in prison.

CASE STUDY
CASE STUDY The fear of separation from friends and family was a common
Anyone suspected of enticing a slave to flee could be prosecuted. motivation to attempt an escape. Abraham Brogden,
The story of Ann Matthews, a white woman from Baltimore City a free black, worked in Anne Arundel County near his enslaved
jailed for encouraging her neighbor’s slave to escape, reveals the wife, Cinderella. The Brogdens fled together in 1848, fearing
aggressiveness of Maryland'’s pro-slavery sentiments. Matthews that Cinderella would be sold to a distant master to settle
received a ten-year prison sentence in 1848, even though Margaret, her owner’s debts. Their attempt failed and Abraham was
the slave she allegedly encouraged, never attempted to run away. sentenced to the Maryland Penitentiary, while Cinderella
Detractors in the community wrote to Governor Philip Francis Thomas was sold outside Maryland. Sympathetic Annapolis residents
that Matthews was “a perfect pest” and “a terror.” However, the jury wrote that Abraham'’s “crime was in endeavoring to set his
sympathized with Matthews, recommending that she be pardoned wife at liberty.” Sadly, Cinderella passed away before Abraham

because she was “no abolitionist, or in any way hostile to the Institution

was pardoned in 1853.
of Slavery.” Matthews was pardoned, but died three years later. 2% 2

Pardon record for Abraham Brogden.

Petitions for and against Ann Matthews.

™

Philip Francis Thomas

Discover more at www.mdslavery.net
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