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Foard vs. McCausland case, f. 56-96 

Citation:

This case was John Foard and his wife Martha seeking an interest in the properties of George McCausland.  George McCausland died in September 1822 and was in debt and intestate.  His properties were to be split between his heirs:  

Robert McCausland

Thomas McCausland

John McCausland

Jane McCausland

Martha McCausland

Eliza McCausland, widow of George

Maria McCausland, minor with guardian appointed for representation

Louisa McCausland, minor with guardian appointed for representation

Mary Ann McCausland, minor with guardian appointed for representation

Lucinda McCausland, minor with guardian appointed for representation

His properties were listed as:

[Name, Acres]

The Grove and The Grove Enlarged, 375

Abraham’s Inheritance, 20

Reese’s Good Neighbors, 37.5

Enlargement, 75

First Addition, 3

Fortune Island, 1

Reese’s Chance, 42

Littleworth, 10

Prospect, 50

Point Lookout, 25

Isle of Caphase, 20

Deer Park, 50

Hunting Ground, 152

Barnet’s Desire, 3

Chance, 22

Opposition, 13

Jolley’s First Attempt, 40

Bardlay’s Seipe, 50

Isle of May, 5

Accident, 16

Disappointment, 10

Honey Island, 12

Necessity, 17

Isle of Caprine, 22

Hogg’s Narrows, 12

Wheeler’s Neighbor, 2

Triangle, 2

Long Tract, 5

8 Lots in Town of Dublin, 16

Arabia Petsea, 5 and 2

Brislocks Contrivance, 19

Red Fox Hill, 42

Prospect, 44

Well’s Grove, 17

Mount Terry, 4

Little Patch, 4

The court appointed a commission to view and value the lands.  The commission was divided.  The majority report suggested that the land, valued at $7679, be divided so that each named party (9) would receive property valued at $853.  They did not recommend that the land be sold because property values were low at this point and that the many young recipients might squander their money in their youth.  The minority report of the commission suggested that the lands were varied and could not be equally divided, even by breaking up tracts.  They stated that the “title of some land appears doubtful.”  They suggested selling the land at public auction.

The widow of George McCausland is given 1/3 of the estate as her dower.

A trustee was appointed to advertise and sell the lands in public sale.  The trustee puts up $10,000 in bond.  Terms of payment for the sold lands are 1/3 within 6 months, 1/3 in another 12 months, and final 1/3 in 12 months.  

The final order of the court was issued on November 15, 1852.  This stated that the sale of the property was satisfactory and confirmed by the court.  [Note:  by this time Robert McCausland had died and his widow is named to get his part for her dower.  Also, one of the minors is now married and her husband is now named for her part.]

In Sept. 1853, John McCausland petitions the court NOT to sell the property known and George McCausland’s Upper Farm which is made up of Reese and Lytle Farms.  He wants to buy that land in place of the approved purchaser.  He submits a plat of the lands he wants to buy, and the sale to him is approved in January 1856.  He pays $1875.

The Foards and Thomas McCausland get legal fees out of the property sale money.  Also, Robert McCausland’s creditors get money out of the sale funds.

In 1863, the court declares that no more claims are to be made and this issue has been settled.

