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James Barnet

Edward Kerr

John Archer

George McCausland

John Archer

John W. Stump

 (Solomon Wadlow Admin.)

Vs.

Joseph H. Cox 

Racheal Cox

Mary Cox

Mercy Cox

William Stansbury

Sarah Stansbury (wife)

Henry Fullard

Elizabeth Fullard (wife)

Nicholas Cox

(heirs of Israel Cox)

Israel Cox died 1817 in debt to the plaintiffs.  In order to protect his heirs, in the days prior to his death, Israel Cox deeded his property to his children.  The plaintiffs claim that Israel Cox was in debt to them and the deeds that he drafted were fraudulent.  They claimed that the children did not pay Israel Cox the amounts stated in the deed for the property, and that the deeds were drafted to protect the property and keep the creditors from collecting the money due to them.  Israel Cox’s estate did not have $3,100 that would be the result of the sales listed in the deeds..  The plaintiffs request that the deeds be voided and the properties be vacated, sold by a trustee and the proceeds divided among the creditors to repay the debts.
Partial list of properties owned by Israel Cox:

Hutchings’s Discovery

Widow’s Goodwill

Johnson’s Chance

Onion’s Meadow Ground

Goffey’s Romantic Prospect

Huchinson’s Meadows

Deeds from Israel Cox to his family are submitted as exhibits:

1/29/1817

$1200

Liber HD No. 1, Folio 60

Israel Cox to Joseph H. Cox for sundry tracts of land described as:
Both sides of Broad Creek beginning at the place where the public road crosses the tail race of the mill by the side of Broad Creek and running with the road to John Galbreath’s line then bounding on said Galbreath’s land until it comes to Sedgwick James’ land then bounding on Sedgwick James’ lines to a stone set at the end of the second line of a tract called Johns Beginning then N45 E30 perches to SW corner of young orchard fence and then with said orchard fence to the public road with the road to a line of a tract of land called Onion’s Meadow Ground then with that line N 86 E to brook’s upper side of new field leaving two springs on E of line with the new field to the given line of a tact called Goffey’s Romantic Prospect and with given line to the beginning of the said tract then bounding on the first and part of the second line until it intersects with the fence

NOTE:  Later in the case it seems that Joseph Cox sells this land to William Stansbury

1/29/1817

$300

Liber HD No. 1, Folio 58

Israel Cox to Sarah Cox Stansbury and her son 

35 acres, part of tract called Hutching’s Discovery

15 acres, part of Goffie’s Romantic Prospect
1/29/1817

$800

Liber HD No. 1, Folio 57

Israel Cox to Mary Cox, tract of land described as:

Beginning with line of Joseph Hopkins Cox come to the road with the orchard fence running with lines conversely to the end of the NE 30 perches line with the line of the parcel of 35 acres of Sarah N 58 degrees W 102 perches to line of parcel of 70 acres conveyed by Sedgwick James to Israel Cox to intersect with 90 perches from the beginning then with that given line and other lines of the said 70 acres conversely to a tract of land called Coxes Finishing Stroke and with the lines of that tract including the lines to the same tract Goffey’s Romantic Prospect to the lines of the Grove Enlarged
NOTE:  Goffey’s Romantic Prospect was purchased from Joseph Miller.  Also, Israel Cox sold 100 acres of a tract called Betey’s Inheritance to a Mr. Forwood to pay his debts.
1/29/1817

$800

Liber HD No. 1, Folio 59

Israel Cox to Rachel , Elizabeth, Mary, and Mercy Ann Cox, tract of land described as:

Parcel on the North side of Broad Creek beginning at Peach Bottom Road S 44 degrees E 77 perches to line of Goffey’s Romantic Prospect cross the road and running conversely to the beginning of tract with first and second line to the fence until it comes to a stone set in the eleventh line of tract Snow Hill and in the second line of tract Onion’s Meadow Ground lines to a large rock on the South of Broad Creek to the beginning of that tract then to the twenty-fourth line of Cleo Hill Enlarged to the fourteenth line of Prospect to a tract called Partnership Dissolved with lines of Partnership Dissolved including lines of Prospect to Bottom Road and to the beginning.
Also 7 acres of a tract called Widow’s Good Will

Also, submitted as an exhibit is the Inventory of Israel Cox’s estate at the time of his death which amounted to $27.28, which does not include the $3100 which was claimed to be received from the sales of land to his family.  Also, were various accounts of monies spent and owed by Cox.  A guardian was assigned for Israel Stansbury, son of Sarah Cox Stansbury, who was an infant at the time of the case.  James Wallace was selected as the Commissioner.
The Cox family claims that they were the sole support for their father during his end of life as he was infirm with cancer.  They claim that the properties were to be given to them in a deed of gift for their assistance and service to him.
12/14/1824

Liber HD No. 8, Folio 178

The court has given properties to be sold off by the Sheriff of Harford County to get funds for the Havre de Grace Bank to pay off the debts of Cox.  Properties of Prospect (100 acres) and Meadow Ground (53 acres) were sold to Skipwith H. Coale.
The court decrees that the claim of George McCausland is proven true.  John Scott is appointed to as a trustee to sell the property and distribute the profits from the sale less court costs.  All defendants, except Joseph Cox who have settled the claims against him, appeal this decision to the Court of Appeals.  This case is:

Cox vs. McCausland

December 1833

Maryland Court of Appeals

Citation:  6 G. & J. 16; 1833 MD Lexis 30
