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FROM DRIVER TO POLITICIAN

“Bob” Davis’ Rixe To Wealth And
Influence Rapid.

Rohert E.'Davis, better known as *‘Bob’’
Davis, who was a famillar figure in police
and political circles, arose in a few yeuars
from an lee-wagon driver to a position of
wealth and Influence. 1is friends estimate
his foriune at about $200.000.

It has only been recently, however, that
bhis name was brought to the attention of
the general public, and this in connection
with the dismissal of Capt. Bernard J.
Ward in the Maggie Hunter case, and the
investigution of the cocaine trafic by the
grand jury.

Following the dismissal of Captain Ward
Davis was arrested on the charge of re-
celving $75 from Mrs. Hunter by pretend-
ing that he would prevent lier indictihent
for keeping a disorderly house, but was
Glsmissed.

IWhen a young man Davis drove the ice-
wagon. His customers lived in the tender-
loin district, and because of his jovial dis-
position he soon became popular with
them. Twelve years ago Davis saw the
opportunities of the saloon business in that
section of the city and opened a place at
the southeast, corner of Arch and Raborg
streets. Fortune is saild to have smiled on
him from the beginning.

Darvis realized that he needed protection
from the police, and began to make friends
with members of the department, first with
the officers and sergeants, and later with
high officials. Ilis saloon busliness grew
s0 rapidly that within a few years he bullt
a large saloon at the northivest corner of
Arch and Raborg streets. He afterward
acquired the saloon at Pine and Raborg
streets, and kept both places. While run-
ning these establishments Davis began to
play politics. He got the friendship of the
late Henry G. Fleddermsan, who was for
a number of years the leader of the Fourth
ward, and rendered valuable service to the
Democratic organization in its primary
and general elections. This politieal activ-
ity continued t&°his death.

Several years ago Davis embarked in the
money-lending business, being the head of
the Paca Loan C(ompany. He reported
then that he had given up the saloon busi-
ness, but lis intimate friends always be-
leved that he still ran them under the
names of other men. Becnuse of his inti-
mate friendship with high police officlals
it was belleved among a certain element
that Davis could deliver police protection.
Daily he associated with public officials,
and every morning could be found in the
office of the Clerk of the Criqﬂnal Court,
or in the corridors leading to the State's
Attorney's office; the Police Bonrd or the
grand jury room.

Other frequenters of the Courthouse
looked upon him as a *‘fixer,” and he was
regarded by them as the greatest ‘‘go-be-
tween” man in the city. Generally, upon
leaving the Courthouse, Davis would be ac-
compsnied by some police official. Everyone
in Baltimore who wanted police protection
knew this. In addition, they knew that he
frequented shores and other-pleasure re-
sorts with policemen., and was seen on the
strects with them in the evenings.

The Hunter woman case was the first
case of this alleged protection to come to
the attention of the public, and the Police
Board found enough evidence in the case
to dismiss Ward. Davis was placed on
trial in the Criminal Court for his part
in the transaction, but was acquitted.

Dr. Wiillfam H. Dull, who was known
as the “cocaine king" of Baltlmore, ap-
peared before the grand jury last week
concerning the cocaine traffic. Davis was
a well-known bondsman, and when viola-
tors of the cocaine laws were arrested
Davis often went tbeir bond. At that
time it was reported that Davis was con-
nected with Dr. Dyll in the cocaine busi-
ness. The purpose of the grand jury, it is
sald, may he to ascertaln if Dr. Dull paid
money to Davis for going Lalil or for sonie
other purpose.
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