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POLICE BOARD ‘BEGINS

Hears :Ma.ny Witpesses’ Concerning
Case Of Captain Ward.

CLASHES- IN THE CORRIDORS

Sergeant Plam And Louis Katz At-
tack Each Other’s Veracity——Col.
Swann: Says He Wants Facts.

Col. Sherlock Swann, president of the
Police Board, returned to Baltimore yes-
terday in time to attend the morning ses-
slon of the board, at which was begun the
hoard's investigation of the charges brought
-ngainst Capt, Bernard J. Ward, of the
Northwestern district, by Sergt. Charles E.
Hurley. -t

Sergeant Hurley, it wiil be remembered,
slleges that he handed Captain Ward a re-
port in which Mrs. Maggie Hunter, keeper
of an alleged disorderly house on North
Carey street, had made the statement that,
she had paid Robert E. Davis, a politician,
875 {o secure immunity for her house from
the police. This report, the Sergeant alleges,
was ignored by the Captain. .

The board declded at the morning sesslon
to hold secret sessions, at which it would
co-operate with Marsbal Farnan in examin-
ing witnesses named by Sergeant Hurley ir’
his complaint to the board. It will depend
on this testimony whether or not charges
will be preferred against Captain Ward. At
3 o'clock in the afternoon another inquisi-
tory and secref session wag held, and still
another at 8 o’clock at night.

After the night gession, which lasted un-
til 10 o’'clock, none of the Commissioners
would say whether in thefr opinion the evi-
dence so far brqught out indlcated that
charges would be preferred against Cap-
taln Ward or any other member of the de-
partment.

The investigation will be resumed this
morning at 10 o'clock, when additional
witnesses will be called. Captain Ward may
testify, but it Is probable that he will be
allowed to speak last, so ag to be able to
controvert, if he can, the testimony that
has been given,

Sergennt Plam And Louils Katz.

Besldes what took place behind the closed'
doors of the Commissioners’ rooms two al-
tercations in the Courthouse corridor en-
Jivened the bappenings of the day. At 5
o'clock in the afternoon Sergeant Plum, now
of the Northeastern distriet, but formerly
under Captain Ward at the Northwestern,
said to Louis Katz, a former saloonkeeper
of Lorman street, in the northwestern:

“Katz, you're a liar. You' told me re-
peatedly that Ward was making you pay
him enough money each month to pay rent
on a good sized house, and I put what you
said in my note book. Now you go in the
Commissioners’ room and make me out a
lfar. Well, you're a liar.”

“T never told you any such thing,” said
Katz. .

“You dld. I put it down here in black
and white in my book, and you told Officer
Casey and Officer Webster and Officer Jere-
miah Lyuch the same thing. They heard
you. You said you would go before the
graod jury or Police Board or to any other
place and swear that it was so. Now you
iry to make me out a liar. I have your
very words here in by book, as I put them
down a few minutes after you sald them.”

“I never said anything like that,” re-
Joined Katz,

He was standing with an open knife in
his hand, with which he had been trimming
his nails. The two men looked stern for a
moment, but after a few more exchanges
of words Kutz walked away. He refused to
discuss the case, but denied that Captain
Ward had ever given'him or he had ever
given Captain Ward any money.

Before The Board.

Katz was called before Plum and re-
mained In the board room only a short time.
It is understood that he was asked concern-
ing the alleged payment of money by him
to Captain Ward, and that he denied it.
After a short time he was agked to retire
temporarily and Sergeant Plum was called.

The Sergeant had brought his memoran-
dum book along, and when asked by the
board to statte what he knew ahout the
alleged giving of immunity money he opened
the book and read varlous notations from it.

The Sergeant said that Katz had told
him he had paid sums of money to Cap-
tain Ward for immunity from raids on
his saloon. The Sergeant said also that
he had jJotted down XKatz's exact words
a few minutes after leaving him. The
Sergeant asked the board, he says, to call
Patrolmen Webster, Casey and Jereminh
Lynch. All three, he safd, had heard Katz
make similar remarks.

When he was told by the hoard that
Kntz had denfed ever giving money the
Sergeant declared that his memorandum
baok was accurate, as he had taken care
tfo get the words verbatim as Katz had
sald them. He was then relieved of fur-
ther testimony, and Katz was also al-
lowed to go, the board determining not to
hear him further.

Robert E. Davis Called.

Robert E. Davis also testifled at the
afternoon session. Davis explained that
he had volunteered to appear, and entered
a general denial of the charges which had
bLeen brought against him by Mrs. Hunter.
“And I intend to prosecute that suit
against her {f I live,” he added.

Before the board Mr. Davis testified that
he had no dealings at any time with Mrs.
Iunfer.

Soon after Mr. Davis left the Courthouse
Detective Peter Brennan arrived at head-
quarters accompanied by Edward ¥ar-
grave, committee clerk of the First Branch
City Council, who had been sent for. He
‘was {nside the board room only a few min-
utes. As he emerged, he said:

“I have been to the Hunter house, but I
never had anything to do with anything
concerned with it. Don’'t know a thing
about it—nothing at all. I heard rumors
of the $75, but know nothlog about it.”

Lieutenant Kalbfleisch, of the Northwest-
ern district. was also called in the after-
noon, but was not questioned after he said
that he knew nothing about the case.

Patrolman Miller, who was formerly on
{he heat including the Hunter house, testl-
fied that he had been told to get evidence
agaiust the house, but had not been able
to do so.

Edward Stoneman, who alleges that he
carried the money from Mrs, Hunter to
.Davls, was called again to testify and was
pretty well grilled by each member of the
hoard. When questioned concerning the
taking of the envelope said to hawe con-
tained the §73 he repeated {o the board an
alleged conversation, sald by him to have
passed between himself and Davis at the
time of the delivery of the money, in
which it was alleged {hat one man was not
getting all of the §75.

What Daniel . Mattison Said.

At the night session several new phases
were placed upon the situation by the eall-
ing of Danijel T. Mattison, former bar-
tender for August Roth, 2000 West Lag-
vale street. Mattison is a brother-in-law
of Sergeant Hurley.

Mattison said he tiestified {o the board
ibat after Roth's place Lad been raided
a number of times he went to the North-
western Police Statlion to see Captain Ward
and that Captain Ward had told him:

“You people are doing a big business
up there, Where do T come in.””

Mattison says also that he testified he
went several nights ago to the saloon for-
merly run by Katz and asked Katz con-
cerning the alleged statement that Katz
had been giving Captaln YWard money for
jmmunity. Xatz, he says, did not deny it,

"but referred him to Sergeant Plum, say-
{ng that “Plum knew all about it.”

Charles McDermott, an cmploye of the
saloon formerly kept by Katz, was also
before the Cominissioners. Ile sgaid he
knew nothing of the alleged giving of
-uoney.

Vs, Sergeant Hurley Again,

§},-i'b nt Hurley made his third appear-
ance at headquarters at the.night session
and was questioned by the Commissfoners
for over an hour. Later he returned and
made a supplemental statement, having
overlooked some of the facts which he
wished to present.

. It is understood that the Sergeant stated
to the board that he had visited the Hunter
home in company with Patrolman Kiggins
aad- told Mrs. Hunter that her name would
he sent to the grand jury on the charge

'of conducting a-disorderly hcuse. Accord-
‘mg to the Sergeant’s version of the story,
13Mrs, Hunter told him’ that she had al-

- ‘ready “paid her indictment,” and on be-

iing asked when and how she paid it an-
‘swered that she had -pald $75 to “Bob"”
Davis through the agency of Stoneman.

The Sergeant, it is understood, then told
.the board that he drew up a statement set-
‘ting forth the facts as she alleged them,
.and this the woman was asked to sign.
'The woman, it lg said, refused to S_lgn,
'but placed her cross-mark to the papér.
| 'This papér, Sergeant Hu'ley declares,
was taken to Captain Ward and presented
‘to him with the statéement by Sergeant
| Hurley that It was a confession from the
'woman. The Sergeant says that Captain
Ward returned the statement with the re-
mark that he had elready known of the
place and did not believe there was any-
thing new in the statement. *

The facts as they have developed are
said to show that Patrolmah Dunn was
detailed the same night to get witnesses
against the house, and upon the informa-
tion gathered by -him the charge was
formulated by Captain Ward and later
sent to the Marshals. The woman was in-
dicted upon this information.

Sergeant Oliphant and :1 number of pa-
trolmen of the Northwestern district were
also questioned concerning details of the
charges brought by Sergeant Hurley.

Captain And Sergeant NMeet.

‘While the board was meeting in the
morning Captain Ward and Sergeant Hur-
ley met in the corridor. The Captain was
talking with several friends, when the Ser-
geant approached and said:

“I want that report that I turned in to
you regarding Maggie Hunter’s house., You
have it. I want it.” R

“Yes,” replied the Captaln. “I have it
and I'm going to keep it. It belongs to
me-"

“It ought to be in my hands,” said the
Sergeant.

“Well, if you think so,” said the Cap-
iain, “make a complaint to the Marshal,
I am retaining that report as captain of
the district, and it will be produced when
the proper time comes.”

Sergeant Hurley passed lnte the Mar-
shal’s office, and the Captain remalned in
Jthe corridor. Later he went to the Crimi-
inal Court, where he was present at the
trial of A man charged with breaking into
the home of Superintendent of Publlc
Buildings Amés. .
t Mrs. Hunter Reported Ill.

Varying statements were made as to
when Mrs. Iunter will appear before the
board. Sioneman said at the close of the
morning hearing that she was extremely
ill.

“] doubt if she will ever be able to tes-
tify,” he said. When asked if she was so
sick as to justify an apprehension that she
might die, he answered affirmatively. La-
ter, however, he qualified bis statement,
and said that “may be” she would be down
to the Marshal's office In scveral days. He
said positively that she would not be able
to appear today. .

Marshal Farnan says he expects her to
appear soon and that if she does not come
he will ascertain the exact state_of her
illness. The Polfce Board has the power
to summon witnesses and swear them.

Church Workers Interested.

The good citizens’ committee of the Bal-
timore Union of Christian Endeavor Soci-
eties ig said to have been making an inves-
tigation jinto the character and record of
Sergeant Hurley, and it is sald that a re-
port favorable to. the sergeant will likely
be made to the union.

Church workers of different denomina-
tions in Northwest Baltlmore are actively
interested in the case, and the opinion is
said to prevail that Sergeant Hurley is an
upright policeman, with a spotless reputa-
tion.

It is even said to be probable that be-
fore the case ends several prominent church
workers will appear before the Police Board
in the interest of Sergeant Hurley. He is
said to be an active church worker,

Colonel Swann’s Posltion.

Discussing the attitude of the board on
the situation, Colonel Swann sald:

“I debire to be perfectly fair In this
case. We are going to use every possible
avenue of Information which might lead
to anything that will either substantinte
or disprove the charges that Aave been
made. The board will probe deep. 1t is
our intention of getting down to the bot-
tom of the troubles, and if there is any
wrongdoing we will unquestionably deal
with the sitonation as we <hould do.

«**I have always though: thie Northwest
ern district, like thc other districts, ic
very good shape. I have had no com
plainfs, and my own investigations, made
at frequent intervals, have disclosed nc
loose methods. If there has been any,
the board wants to know It and we wiil
meet the situation squarely.”
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