[image: image1.jpg]In 2001, the Study of the Legacy of Slavery in Maryland, at the Maryland State
Archives, began exploring the untold stories of the flight fo freedom. The project
looks at flight from three aspects: Fugitives, Accomplices, and Slave Owners.

Situated between two free states to the north (Delaware and Pennsylvania) and
two slaveholding states to the south (Virginia and Kentudky), the state’s cultural
Iandscape encompassed a Southern-sympathizing white community dominating
a large enslaved population. Nearby cities like Baltimore and Washington, DC,

with their large free black population, provided a safety network for fugitive
slaves.
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“Great panic of the Planters of Charles

! county. Tremendous excitement growing
out of the recent wholesale demonstration
of fugitive slaves. Full particulars pub-
isiter by request of the meet-

Detail from the 1850 census of Batimore City,
showing Mark Caesar a priscner at the
Marytand Penitentiary.
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|y Edmonson, both natives of Montgomeny
County, MD, escaped from Washington 0.C. with nearly 40
other fugiive slaves by boarding the Pear on fpril 15, 1843,
The attempt failed, and Mary and Emily were sold south to
New Orleans. However, they were sent baokto MD dueto 3
‘yellow fever spidemic, and gained their freedom thro
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Prince George's County District 6. Siman J. Martenet, Martenet's Atlas of
Merylens, 1861, Library of Congress, MSA SC 1213-1-118

Thomas Berry, awealhy kandowner in Prince
Georges County, placed umerous ads for his
slaves who escaped from his Oxan Hill home.
Most ofhis slaves weze believed to escape to
neatby Washingtan, DC.

oy

Cross plantation communities among slaves could
be important in flight attenpts, as blacks from
neighboring plantations smetimes escaped
together. For example, when John H. Bayne's
slave Sam Tyler fled from Sahibria in December
1840, his owner suspected that he had run off
with one of Berry's Ocon Hill slaves, & man named
Jacob Shaw.
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Mathias Clarke's
home, Trnty Manor
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Johrmson fled from Mathias Clark's farm
on February 19, 181
He setied in Halifax, Nova Scoti, along with cther

black refugees.
“I prefer liberty with

danger to peace with slavery.”
~Anonymous
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showing Mark Caesar a prisoner at the
Maryland Penitentiary.

John was scen near 5h|pLeu»sbu_g. Pa.
g rith
in com pany wit |fourtern{n/hers who

Depiction of another Iarge slave light, this time from
Cambridge in 1857 From Wiliam Stif's The Uncerground — f}
Railtoad.

In early July 1845, Mark Caesar and Bill Wheeler, both Charles
County slaves, were the "prime movers and instigators in the
late Negro insurrection™1 of an estimated seventy-five enslaved
men who set out walking towards their freedom in
Pennsylvania.

“Great panic of the Planters of Charles
!lcounty. Tremendous excitement growing
‘lout of the recent wholesale demonstration
[ |"|of fugitive slaves. Full particulars pub-
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Ugg’gem’f’ed i fled from Mathias Clark's farm
soldier . 4 %

ae to the British ship Havannah on February 19, 1815.

He settled in Halifax, Nova Scotia, along with other

black refugees.

gl em e “I prefer liberty with
danger to peace with slavery.”

Luke Lefoher's musterioll ~Anonymous

~-Unidentified soldier: MSA SC 3010,
~-Detail from Luke Letcher’s muster roll: Adjutant General Papers, 1865, 39% Reg, USCT, Co. B, 2/6/3/25. S936-50.
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and , both natives of Montgomery
County, MD, escaped from Washington D.C. with nearly 40
other fugitive slaves by boarding the Pear/ on April 15, 1848.
The attempt failed, and Mary and Emily were sold south to
New Orleans. However, they were sent back to MD due to a
yellow fever epidemic, and gained their freedom through the
efforts of family members and abolitionists.
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"Twa Hundred Dollars Reward." Baftimore Sws 10 July 1856: 2,
Photo of the River Queen, courtesy of the Steamship Historical Society of Maryland, http://www.sshsa.org. Ecpclio, MSA 5339-193-85.
Image of Edmonson sisters from Emily Edmonson’s case study, MSA SC 5496-15206.
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A Fenmare CoNDUCTOR 0F THE UNDER-GROUND RATL"
ROAD —At the late Woman’s Rights Convention, at
Melodeon Hall, Boston, the most interesting incident
was the appearance orhe Jatform of the colored wo-
man, Mrs. Harriet Tupmlyfy who has been eight times
South, and brought into ffe®iom no less than forty per-
sons, including heraged father and mother, over seva

enty years old. She had a prolonged and enthusiastic
reception.

-4 Female Canductor of the Under-Ground Railraad.” Baltimore Commercial nd Dail Advertiser S June 1860:1.
-The Fifteenth Amendment.” Saltimore Sun 20 May 1870: 1,

Frederick Douglass quote from NarTatie of the Life of Fredarick Douglass (London, UK: H.G. Collins, 1845) 42.
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Baltimore by the name of Abram

! ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS REWARD. [k
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MARYLAND

—Ran away {rom the subscliher on the night
of the 2iat instant, my NEG#O GIRL Cinpe-
RELLA, AboUt 22 Gr 24 years Of age, very ploa.
) sant When spoken to, of & light yéllow com.
plexion, and about  feet . & inches higk taoc with
A yaricty of elothing. Shohas & husbatd iving in

n, Who in

supposed to have taken her away from home.

will

for he reat
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MAP OF MARYLAND. J.H. COLTON, DELAWARE AND MARYLAND, 1855
HUNTINGFIELD COLLECTION, MSA SC 1399-1:278
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Secretary of State (Pardon Papers), Abraham

Brogden, Box 48, Folder 28, 1851, MSA S 1031-10

1793: first Federal
Fugitive Slave Act.

1850: second Fugitive

Slave Law.

Both laws require
citizens north of the
Mason Dixon line to
return fugitive slaves.

On December 21,
1848,

. afree
black, assisted
his wife
Cinderellain
fleeing slavery.
The attempt
failed, Abraham
was sentto the
Penitentiary, and
Cinderella was
sold South.

Annapolis
citizens, both
black and white,
sympathized with
Abraham’s story,
successfully
petitioning Gov.
Enoch Louis
Lowe for a
pardon in 1853.
By this time,
however,
Cinderella had

-One Hundred Dallars Reward.” Bakimore Sun, Decermber 23, 1848,

~Session Laws, 1736-1758, MS# SC 4672, M3131,
He =
oo - [15] Auoshapes -

R

fice 6 of 10 Default Design

~Maryland Penitentiary (Prisoners Record) MSA S275, Abraharm Brogden, #4241, MSA 5 275-2, MdHR 5656,

B3






[image: image13.png][ Microsoft PowerPoint - [Flee!_edited]
nat tep

719 - o | g 3 3 s <@ [ iTahoma

COMMUNITIES
Thomas Berry, a wealthy landowner in Prince
AMONG SLAVES o Couny et wener s il

Most of his slaves were believed to escape to
nearby Washington, DC.

§'X _HUNDRED DOLLARS REWARD.—Run
way, on the 6h of Sopicmber, negro man JACOD
I Jucob Shaw, aged 35 years, ratk e durk complexion ; s
inclined to be bushy ; & eunll scar, 1 think, over his lef cye ;
ome tooth oat, wich b Jaugha. Haina
rood shoemaker. Hin height e feet six oreight inchon.
His clothes when be left i

b
namo of Sandy Shaw, wlioto frec pass he has probably obtained,
and will try to get to some froe Siato.

T will give 3300 if approhended and secnred o that 1 got b
again. THOMAS BERRY,
& George's co. Md. oppotite Alexauds
AN AWAY (rom the subscriber, on Sunday, the 8th No-
‘vember, iy negro man SAM, who calls I Somucl
He s of ordinary stature, fivo fet

will chango his cloching.
fur_hat, one bandsomo blus frock coat, ono gray cotee,
with steel hotione, one drab-colored overcrat, one pair blne pn
taloans, andome wew puie o g mized o Ho wentof
mediate.-

iom, %0 that 1 may get him in
JOHN H. BAYNE,
oo B=dawdddawepif ‘Noac Alexaadri

Cross plantation communities among slaves could
be important in flight attempts, as blacks from
neighboring plantations sometimes escaped
together. For example, when John H. Bayne's
Prince George's County District 6. Simon J. Martenet, Martenet's Atlas of slave Sam Tyler fled from Salubria in December
Maryland, 1861, Library of Congress, MSA SC 1213-1-118 1840, his owner suspected that he had run off

‘with one of Berry's Oxon Hill slaves, aman named
Jacob Shaw.
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