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HONOREES

Judge Johnson, born and ralsed in Columbia, Mississippi,
graduated from Clobe Academy High School in May, 1958 and
received hus Bachelor of Arts Degree (B A} in Political Science from
Southern University and A&M College, Baton Rouge, Louisiana
{1959). He received his Bachelor of Laws Degree (L.L.B.) in June 1962
from the Howard Univensity School of Law in Washington, D.C.
Following graduation from Howard Uriversity, Judge Johnson
began his legal career as 4 Captain in the U S, Army Judge Advocate
General's Corps, serving duty in Korea, T}u;l'rd. Okinawa and
Vietnam. While in Okinawa, Judge Johmson secved as the Chief of
the Military Justice Section for the Staff Judge Advocate Office. In
January, 1967 Judge Johnson began a two-year career (1967-1969) in
the Civil Rights Division of the U.S. Department of Justice in
Washington, D.C. While there be participated in several Civil Rights
cases including Local 189, ot al v. United States, (1969), which was a
leading case in establishing the hegal basis for altirmative action,
Moving to Baltimore in 1969, Judge Johnson established a private
law practice and continued 10 specialize in Civil Rights law. In
November 1982, Judge Johnson was elected to his present position, a
fifteen-year term on the Circuit Court for Baltimore City, A member

- . i) ¢ of the Louisans, Maryland, and District of Columbia Bar Associa-
Clrouit Court for Baltimore City Toh : h
1983-P tiors, Judge Johnson has numerous awards and honors from bot

civic and fraternal organizations incleding the American Juris-
prodence Award in Crimninal Law and Jurbsprudence (1961}, Judge Johnson and his wite Carolyn have two daughters, Sara and
Jenniter,

Judge Lee, a native of Baltimore who attended local public
schools, graduated from Northwestern Senior High School in 1971,
He received a Bachelor of Arts Degree (B.A.) from Macalester Col-
bege, Saint Paul, Minnevota in 1975 and majored in Political
Science, History, and Music. Upon his return to Baltimore, Judge
Lee attended the University of Maryland School of Law and receiv-
ed his Juris Doctorate Degree (J.D.] in 1978, While studying at the
University of Maryland, Judge Lor chaired the prestigious Moot
Court Board. He worked in a private law firm (1981-1984)
specializing in civil litigation, probate, immigration law, and
juvenile proceedings. Judge Lee has also served as Assistant City
Solicitor for the Baltimore City Solicitor's Office (19850-1981). Ap-
pointed to the Orphan’s Court in 1983 at the age of thirty (30),
Judge Lee became the youngest judge in the State of Maryland,
Elevated 1o his current position as Chief Judge of the Orphans’
Court in 1984, he is the first Black 10 serve as Chief Judge of any
court in Maryland, An active member of several bar associations
and civic organizations, Judge Lee is President of the Maryland
Association of Judges of the Orphans’ Courts. He also serves on the
faculties of Coppin State College, the University of Baltimore

Michael W, Lee, Chief Judge " N s hool
Orsd Court - Bal Chiy School of Law, and the University of Maryland School of Law.
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ROMAN HOLIDAY ENDS
Margaret Leaves Prince,
Perhaps Also Her Heart

ROME, April 25 @ = |
Frincess Margaret bada
farewell to her Itailaa
prince today, then flew off
to Pariy fn 2 pout. Tha |
Blory 13 thal the gueea
mather upbraided hee for
staying too lorg 3t the |
i willa
oan jarring note
L osour the hmris-
wad-flowers chorus §n the
Homa press. The newsps-
pees saigd she was leaving
her heart behind Jo enis-
ef Prince. Heury nt
. hardsma and 3
Ek-se paper aaid you cnuhl

EXPUOCt AN ETEAZRMENS af-
touncement  befors oo
long.

prince was not In
the oficial farewell party
ai the airport but.several |
persons. who were thers
sabd they saw wim on the

oft her gay, fve-day

in Rame. might
Iaum- hap o Park If e |
does he'll have 1o hy
Sihe leaves Paris Mo

she ray hove left hat heart in the ltalian cepitel
with Prince Henry of Hesse, acist and nohleman,
L fahare va Ppe e S

1he

ot five minutes by pol

2 1o wet the preat |
horse, IRkat
Henry wasn't in

again they faund oni
Queen ridicg &hos

: [oflowed o the Heitis
The Queen and the Prin- | Embusey, where
eeis - alto- I q\mn and her dag)

l“!']'ﬁ:!'!. \ln remen Lraif ng i
alarg bahind were stopped |

Masked Terrorists Pull F]re Hits Coal
Negro From Jail Cell fPIant Involved
Mississigai Mob Vanishes With Prisance
Accused of Attacking Young White Woman ||n Umon R{}W
POPLARVILLE, Miss., April 25 % - Gun- iding] HAZARD, Ky. Apcll 2 !

terrorisls—{aces masked and hands gloved—dragsed a]® — Fire, lbeled a5
screaming Negro chm;ed with criminally attacking a knecked oot a ron-
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Will Fly fo

 Russia in Jef,
Says Nixon

Vice-President
Determined to
Display U.S. Plane

Khrushchev
Rejects US.
= A-Test Plan

Endarscs British
Propesal to End
Deadleck on Ban

MOSCOW, April 25
(UPL) — Premizr Hhru-
shehev tonight endarsed o
hitherto secret British pro-

|tock on agrecment for a ban)
on nuelear weapons fests.
{He rejected proposals from
|Pm ident Elsenhowor be-
e he sald they “would
ﬂnt solve the problem,"
a2 e hel
;»riur! iho “positira ated.

posal for breaking the dead-|*

Senate Passes Union
Regulation Bill, 90-1

|

Measure
Now Goes
to House

|
| WASHINGTON, April 25
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FICHIC'S END-—Rain broke up & picnic far Camiyn
Kirg and Don Stitzel in Brogkside Park in Pascdirg
Couple hod just sat down to eot funch when the

rtin sturted ond they sturred off to @ dry place.
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|Southland Gets Rain
/After 62-Day Drought |

Shawers Bring LA, Season’s Total to
5.36 in. Compared With 21.09 Last Year

Spring rains came to the Socthinnd westerday nf:em
2 days af drought, Lignt, steady showers began falling
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in Arrests Illegal, Highest Court Hints
Afro-American (1893-1988); Oct 28, 1961; ) ) ‘
P{o{)uest Historical Newspapers Baltimore Afro-American (1893-1988)

Sit-in Arrests lllegal

Highest Court Hints

Greenberg

\_makes first
argument

WASIINGTON— Do palice
bave the right lo arrest stu-
dent sildown  demoastralors
| in the absence of any request
| for such aclion by owners of
| the affected eslablishmenss?

Thay sppeared la be the

main point al issue Wednes-
day and Thursday as the Su-
reme Court began considera-
fon of the firsl of a long
series of sitdown appeals.

Pointed questions posed by
Chiel Justice Earl Warren
ond Associate Juslices Hugo
Black, Felix Franklurier,
Charles  Whillaker  Potler
Stewart and John Marshall
. -+|Narlan Jed ohservers to be-
lleve courl would rale

| were argued for

\ i P hy M-vear - old

{dack Greenberg, making his

first  appearance @5 suc-

M : . .| cessor to Thurgosd Marshall

y as  chlel counsel for (he

{NAACP Legal Defense and

_lFIdu:e i

Represenling Louisiana

i 1\\'1! John ¥F. Ward Jr., an

i istant local allorney gen-
1

tional Fund,

Involved was the arrost and
{conviction &l Raten Itouge of
16 Southern  Uniw
dents, who were
|amd given A-day semlences
iIm' sitdown  demonsirations
al a bos statien, a drug
lnlur: and A vi_lm:ry store.

! GF BERG, assisied by
|.\|rs. Consiance Baker Alod-
et of NYC, A. I, Turean of
\New Orleans, s A, Na-
|brit 3pd and William Cole-
\man Jr. of Philadciphia, ar-
pued that the students were
|arrested purely on te ground
| that their mere prescoce at
llunch counlers reserved for
whiles constiluted a hreach
jol the peace.
! Me sald Loulstana realty
nuged ils pewer in an effort
lo presarve segregalion and
|[tentended  the  record  sup-
paried pa hreach of the peace
as charged by the slale.
Greenberg was inlerrupled
several limes by the justices
who wanted Lo know why the
sludenls were arcesied if a0
|ome, Inclnding the monage-
{menl of the lunch counlers,
nbjected Lo thelr sitling In
the establishments
| But the Tull barrage of lhe

|
| iConstinwed on page 2)

MRS. CONSTANCE MOTLEY, JACK GREENBERG
Suprema Courl impressed by NAACP argument

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



AT THE SUPREME COURT hearlng
on Lhe appeal of the sit-in cases of
Louisiana, In Washinglen last week,
Snuu:urnul‘.l'nlvauhr

0 5

were Lwo of
sludenls convicted
Shown
neys i

n
with two of the ail
cases, they are, from lefl:

ney Jack
cases

the NAACP Legal
cational Fund,

John Johnson, Cullen, La.
A, P, Tureaud, New Orlea
Columbia,

80, and Altor
Greenber, chlrtl counsel of
nse and Edu-
W \'nrk City. Mr.

the

—Greenberg

(Continued from page 1)

courl’s questions was Jevelled
at the Loulsiana assistant
sitarney general,

“IF WE HAD allowed these
demonstrations fo have
conlinued;"” Ward argued,
“ibere's mo doubl In my
mind that violesce would
have occurred.”

1 respect your mind but
your mind is not la the ro-
cord,” snapped Juslics

Fe-

me Court from passing on
acis oa appeal,

AT ONE T'OINT durlng his
jargument, Mr, Greenberg re-
fecred o question posed by
[Justice Frankfurier to Wil
lam Coleman for regly,

The question dealt with a
Juoint of law pertaining o the
Girard case, a desegregalion
wuit invelving a Philadephia
erphannge.

. Coleman readily ofer-
|!d an luﬂltf Ilui Jusiles

Mr. Frankfurter further
wanted 10 know how Lhe
court could sssume thal vio
lence rather than Iwuln;—
cence o the siudenis’ wish
bg served would have re-

from the

"l rw mﬂ M’r Coleman's
mvmwr and hls legal ahili| sec

f\tr. Coloman, & Harvard

’;‘g

Justica  Frankfurter's law

surprised  thot

aduals, ance served as | Ken

I.Ionl

He added that In many
Sguthern cm;‘nunh!u the de-
sejregation of lunch
ters ﬁhﬂd
tlidawn dumnmun

CHIEF
REN ralsed the poinl a3 to
what pesition Leulsiana po-
lice would lake at o e!m,n:h
| He asked “if 2
*on L:lul in v:n l;.]ﬁh r#mreh
s n on of cus
s e e,
come in
could police “:r H‘

:-’:'mmn’r' disturbing  he
erﬁ plalaly showing an-
Nej'aul wilh u‘.mn, qu
md lhlk Ult situntions were
ba loss like-

palice would :xcrdnu thelr
on 18 Inlervene when

violence mtmﬁ
“Is there anything In Uhe
record. i hﬁlntg that the
melica were exercising such
.dlu:rel!nn!‘-' yk.ud arren.

WARD THEN insisied the
studerits were Lllun:.alu an
i com-
pared khl:r,!rlu%erl m 1o the sit
thown sirikes of the Nincleen

ment. He !\lgml.ed llnl tell

Ing peopla thay would eot be
¥ pwa! alrrerlnl fram
aﬂuﬂnl them out.
Jusiice harles  Evans

tnncrlml invilatiea. 1

N ein

IlJR‘!‘ICh I'D‘I‘TFI'I STE-
WART l‘llﬁ]'lul#d Ward's con-
fention that police were jus-
lified in their fear ihat the
domensiralien weuld lead to
violenee.

“Thera's o differance, ln‘t

.|there  between
: plnr: to watch for
:|vent wiolence amd arresting
thsu pnwph"‘hn llknﬂ
| Justie
laugh rrnm u- fall ﬂumber
whert e ‘uﬁ‘m" to uw
lam:lnna that
aaly al llm
peace 1 lﬂz h\ lhii uu was
caused by the
;| Later, Jllllkl " Black
. Itr:ﬂl \rith Hr Gl‘ﬂ'ﬂh!"l
. I strained in.

¥ that rd\u!lll
t'u: sludenls ler\m:e ameunt-
ed lo an order fer them lo
beave,

CINEF .JlrSTlCE WAR-
EN agreed  wilh Justice
Binck that Teal remson
mansgement of the establish-
[ln:nu had not ordered the

students to leave wag [oar
of Joss of colored palronage
sl other depariments in Lhe

stores.
“1f they doa't eay

nr slay nm heﬂuu
want tha

busines: IMIIIG the pe
come in and make arrests?"
Black ssked.

Chled' Justice Warren add-
ed thei siace the studenis
could Mw fafled to inter-
pret the refusal of service an
an order (o leave, |1|11 TR
entitled la the beaclil of the
doubt in & criminal pmee

Iy
iu:uu Frankfurier wanl-

ed 1o know w the hl.:.:n
ana 80 an
laets m case P‘mn

the
“fonstitution forbids {he!Su- |

.JL‘STICE WAR-|,

nkly don't se breach of |
in that.” |

clerk, r

COURT OBSERVERS were
Louislana's
Atlorney Goneral Jack P, F.
Gremlilion had left the argu-
ment of such an Important
cuse 1o an
seems fhat the attor-
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columnist, who e

Ameng the speciators in

he courtroom were U
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By Pam Widgeon
and Johanne Brown
AFRO Stalf Writers

Kenneth L, Johnsen, who won a
ceatl on the Supreme Bench of
Balimore City 0 the Novemnber
general election, was sworn in lo
office Friday, Dec, 10 during a
lengthy ceremony thal altracted
an oversized crowd of lecal and
oul-of-state friends, politicians
and family member:,

Judge Johnson wil be the
sevenih black judge on the 23
member bench of the city's high
court,

Severgl members of the legal
and polilical arenas in the cily
zpoke before the bench in honor of
Johnson, Attorney Elijah Cum-
mings, president of the
Monumental Bar Association and
former law partner with Johnson
szid, ‘He (Johnson) wanted to
mwip ose others who have been
forgotien, Cummings called the
event &  ‘“‘celebration for
Balumore,”

Quoling the poet  and
philosopher Kahil Gibran
Cummings concluded his address
by saying, “‘There are those who
give little of the much they have
and there are those who give with
pain and pain is their batism....”

Comparing Johnson's com-
niittments to and perseverance in
his campaign to the Gibran
description Cummings further
explained he chose Lhe passage
hecause Johnson had ‘refused 10
stay down when he was pushed
down, and got up and dusted
himself off,

Thurss the pxpressed belief of all
& speaxers that Johnson would
make a very fine and excellent

e,

Judge Johnson was described
by his former law partoer at-
torney Gerald Smith as having “a
tremesdous commiitment to his
conscience and to hus people.”

His experiences in the areas of
civil rights and civil liberties will
appeal to the bench, Smith said,

Johnson, 45, was robed and
escorted 1o the bench by his
mother, Mrs  Geylon Johnson
and wife Carolyn Johnson, where
he will preside for a term of 15
years. Cluef Judge J. Harold
Grady presided,

PROUD  PAPA, PROUD
DAUGHTER — Ken Johnson, who
was sworn in as m judge on the
Baltimore Supreme Bench Friday

Judges Vv uliam H. Murphy Jr.,
and Kobert Bell shook hands with
Johnson as he approached the
bench.

Judge Milton B. Allen em-

braced Johnsen as members in
the chambers shared this
historical moment with their
candidate for the bench.

glternoon,

™

Kenneth Johnson becomes a judge

AFRO Photo by Martin Evans

with hig
momenty

stunds
dsughter Jennefer, 8,
after the ceremony,

Adjusting to the new turf, Judge
Johnson whose familiar €x-
pressionless eXpression was ever
present peered out onto the crowd
behind a not 5o powerful
microphone and thanked his
family who came gl the way from

Continved on Pege 0
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" The'sit4 n at the dnwmow /
Kress was the first of ts kind in"
Louisiana and set in motion & case -

Kress buudmg

By SARA BONGIORHI
Advocale business wrter 7 /1< 5 -

O March 28 1960, st before:-vacncKres i g Vel

noon, Kennéth Iavon Johnson sat’
down at the whites-only counter*

atthe SH. Kress building and rev

questeda cupof ted, '+ i
A few minutes later, pohce-
arrested Johnson, then 22, and six

other: Southern Unwersny stu- &
dents seated at the counter and .
led them 102 police wagon uur

side,

that -.went before the:-US.
Supreme Court. The court's rul-
ing helped end racia segregation

“old reured“mdge said.‘of ‘the?

‘Kress as more. frightening than »
2 coming under’ live.: :fire;in?
- Vietnam, where he served in lhe

i iFd B

& Levy: building;7slited 1o
‘demolished:and" réplac
parkmglot.' 3 '

“I Was scared " the now 66-yea

i = i e gy A e

Junch hour sit-in while on 2 yisit .
Wednesday: from’ Baltimore: He:
described ‘the: [ew minutes at

. Advocate staff photo by Patnck Dennis

US. Armyi £ - i Xmaemmmarmdmgemngfmmaaimm notes the

1 was ready 10, el my

_‘ _'maLer ¢ he s d of h1s ema{mns faded Kress namé on the Third and Main streels buiding wher he znd

- other Southern Universiy students staged a sitnin 1960 at a whites-only

0 See Knsss, Paga u !unch counter, A demomm penzuthas been taken out on the bwdzng

'
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By SHERIDAN LYONS
hop 1| ?iuhmwn_ a deputy city police
1ssioner, praised the department in his
terday in a federal discrimina-

1 lawsuit —and recalled the racism in the
department when he Joined it in 1952,

“I'm not saving all is well in the Balti.
> Dolice Department. There is room for
" said Mr. Robinson, 51, who
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the department’s highest-

ck officer in January.
L é’\%:

» said, black officers were
in units of the department

egregated ooln 1
® nd sections of the city. He said they were
denied patrol cars and were subjected to ra-
cist remarks at roll-call.
Most of the progress has come since 1966

'nder Commissioner Donald D. Pomerleau,
and has favored

blacks in his appointments, Mr. Robinsm

who is “very receptive”

sald. | ;

The civil lawsuit charging racial discr]

ination in hiring and promotions was 11l

1973 by the Vanguard Justice Soci€

an association 0  officer

half of 500 to 600 former, CUrreis

tial employees.
estimony 1n

-
-




who is .“vez.'y receP;ive” and _hfaéﬂifié;gfeg
blacks in his appointments, Mr. Robinson
o said.

The civil lawsuit charging racial discrim-

Ination in hiring and promotions was filed in .

1973 by the Vanguard Justice Society, Inc.,
an association of black police officers, on be-
QaH of 500 to 600 former, current or poten-
tial employees.

Testimony in the non-jury trial ended yes-
terday evening, and United States District

Judge Frank A. Kaufman gave attorneys un-

til August 28 to file written arguments.
Figures provided by the Police Depart-
ment show 14.3 per cent of the 3,162 officers
now in the department are black, compared
with 5.7 per cent of 2,877 officers in 1966.
Mr. Robinson said there were about 10
blacks in supervisory positions before 1966,
but now there are about 30 black supervi-
sors, of 400 to 500 positions. |
Expert witnesses for both sides disagreed
again yesterday on the validity of tests used

in promoting officers, with the officers’ e; i
minato-

pert saying some questions are disc .
ry and are not relevant, and the depart
e ment’s expert saying the tests are relat
erformance. R
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ineon &ald “More blacks fail the examma-
tion than do whites. I have no explanation,”
When the judge noted the low percentage
of black sergeants—5.3 per cent of 352 ser-
geants—Mr. Robinson said there are not
enough blacks entering the department. In-
ner-city blacks have an average education of
81 vyears, he said, and top-quality candi-
dates are raided by private industry and by
other police departments offering higher
pay and other benefits, he said.

But Barnett Q. Brooks, a lawyer, said he
quit the department after 10 years because
he eould not use his education—and finally

m district patrol.
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officers
~ npared
966.

out 10
e 1966,
upervi-

e eveport, La, .ore he came to Mtl'

He said he joined the department afteﬁ he

was graduated from college in 1969, and

earned his master’s and law degrees while
working as a detective. He was told he was
being sent back to patrol because one man
bad to be cut from the headquarters staff, he
---- aid, although there were men there with
fewer years experience.

He said he wanted to teach in the acade-
my or work in the legal affairs department,
but was held back by “practices at the Po-
lice Department which are racially motivat-
ed "

Officer Alex Vallair, 34, testified for the
department that he recently took the exami
nation for sergeant and missed by one ques-
tion. No discrimination was involved, he
said, vowing to study harder for the next -
test.

He said he has worked under sergeants
who are prejudiced, but “I don’t think it re-
lates to the policy of the department. I think
it’s an individual thing.” :

Officer Vallair said he did have racial
problems as the only black police officer in




Mr. Robinson agreed W“h mmmn‘y by{
an opposing witness, Lt. Melvin P. Freeman, |
31, that they were passed over for promotion
rgm nt during the 1950’s, and that the |
lieutenan . was the first black officer to be}
awlgned a patrol car in 1957.

“When I entered the Police De partment,
in was blatantly segregated,” Mr. Robinson |
said. “Blacks were x to work in r&
@ smcted areas—areas that red

penly on the floor at roll-call. I was not al-]

lowed to be assigned to a patrol car, becam
I was black. ] was lumted as to transfers. . .
“l never dreamed that I would mm

through t.he organization to the

Q"omnedthedeerforbhcbtomm r ||
- areas other than the districts.” : i
In 1957, a | -




b—tulosucceed, hesaid.

were asslgned Lo the detective bureau
opened the dOOI‘ for blacks to work £
________________ e dlsmm ”
In 1957, a bl was appointed m*
and he began to assign radio patrol cars to
black officers. One black officer was i
pmnted 3 captam and in 1966, the first black L
ent, Mr Robmson said. i
_The real impetus came in 1966, he said,

“Bw g‘rea&est strides” came between
974, and have continued in “a |
Stéad‘ line” since then, Mr. Robinson said. |}

He said most blacks and whites in the de- |
artment still do not interact socially. Be is §

rying to keep black recruits from becoming |}
discouraged through a “buddy system” ¥
other black officers, he said.

There still “might be employees 1
criminate among that 3,500,” he said,
there is no impediment to success fi
black officer who has the drive and the a
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By ELLISON MOSS

Stoff Reporter

Baltimore Police Commissioner
Donald D. Pomerleau hasTold a fedetal
judge he is ‘“‘not satisfied with the pro-
gress” resulting from the department’s
“total effort’ to hire minority groups.

The force is about 10 percent black.

The Vanguard Justice Society and
the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People weren’t
satisfied, either. The three race discrim-
ination cases they filed, in 1973 and 1974,
have been consolidated and have finally

come totrial.
That civil rights trial Monday found
Pomerleau on the witness stand, admit-
ting to U.S. District Judge Frank A.

¥ _ep&rtment m 1966 he “started a double

Kaufman that soon after he took over the -

DONALD
POMERLEAU:
top cop.

those (black) men who had a rec
larceny, bastardy and non-support

But he said the illegal actio
curred “so long ago, and the m¢
been clean since those things
pened.” |

There was, he said, “‘a moral ¢
tion toan urban area to prmect




& Gl
the years 1967, 1968 and 1969,” a time of
great civil unrest.

The Vanguard Justice Society and
the NAACP have asked the federal court
to order more blacks hired into the de-
partent and promoted to higher posts.

The class action suit also asks pay-
ment of punitive damages to 400 to 500
past and present black officers.

The commissioner told the judge,
“We're being raided by private industry
aaeed and by the federal government for our
ack) men who had a record of well-qualified black policemen.”
bastardy and non-support.” He said he has tried to increase his
ie said the illegal actions oc-  $98 million budget over the past four or
so long ago, and the men had five years to raise salaries “which- just
»an since those things hap- barely meet rural standards.”

Pomerleau, defended by both the city

'was he said, ‘‘a moral obliga-  solicitor’s office and the state attorney

irbar gzgeneral s office, declared he will not re-
duce the dep artment’s hmng stand_;,. b

He sald blacks and whites born in




WAUL

partment. Many of these are blacks, he f Lt. Melvin Freeman, 51, who #fom-
said. nlained he had spent 13 years as a patro:-
Noting that he was chosen from a na-  man be fore being promoted to sergeant

tionwide search, Pomerleau told Kaui-  and then to lieutenant.

man, “They're going to have a tough Pomerleau said, “Mel Freeman‘has
time selecting their next commissioner. trouble in passing his exams but we
I've got a good department here. They'-  wanted him promoted and he had-been
re going to have to select from withinthe put in a preferred development®pro-
department. This was one of my goals.” gram.” - ot

He was reappointed to his second six- Another black policeman who testi-
year term last month by Mayor fied, Patrolman Earl Nesbit, said he feit
Schaefer. he had been discriminated against:but,

Pomerleau, who testified for more under questioning, said he couldn'tQack_
than two hours, said the department is  up his claim with specific examples,

not hiring now and won’t be for another Several expert witnesses testifiegd for
six to nine months because of financial the NAACP that the entrance tests were
problems. unfair, designed for better-equipped
~ Inorder to get black officers higher  whites. 3 ikt

Pomerleau said, “I've One more defense witness remains to
d to have discriminat-  be called when court reconvenes
. Wednesday at 10 a.m. —the last &
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. @
1955 and 1956 have the same educational
apgoz’mmmx and he can’t understand
why blacks should have their entrance
tests weighted.

Pomerleau said he was in favor of
abolishing the tests and relying instead
on an applicant’s high school diploma or
the General Education Development ex-
amination. The entrance tests have been

’

ordered by the Civil Service Administra-

tion.

On the other hand, Pomerleau insist-

ed it is essential for officers to take ex-

aminations for promotions and tostay in
grade for specmed tlmes *‘m gain the

’\.'\ ey
f‘»\ .

“experience.’

Pomerleau said he has 4 deparimen- G
tal members with master’s degrees, an-

~other 300 with bachelor’s degrees and
~ some 500 members now attending col-

pald hy the ﬁ;e'

leges on_a part-tlme basis — with much

-ed aga 1

ﬁ??;

1ent. Many of these a

id
Noting that he was chosen fr
tionwide search, Pomerleau tol
man, “They’re going to have
time selecting their next commi
I've got a good department here
re going to have to select from wi
department. This was oneof my

He was reappointed to his sec
year term last month by
Schaefer.

Pomerleau, who testified fo
than two hours, said the departi
not hiring now and won’t be for ¢
six to nine months because of fu
problems.

In order to get black officem
up in commands, Pomerleau said
sometimes seemed to have dxscrﬁ

® whites.”
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By Wiley Hall 3rd

' city police officers, one of the . black, will

ted to sergeant todav as the Police Depart- |
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e By wney Hsﬂ 3rd

Twelve city pﬁ!lce offmers one of th? ok
be promoted to sergeant today as the Poliee P
ment continues its efforts to right pa

practices without creating new ones
: Last March, U.S. District Court Judge :

Dhuers |
Three weeks a £0, the dep&ﬂ
@¢ 33 black officers who had passed tha;
However. officers who had passed the quahfymg
test a vear ago, most of them white, felt they haﬁ heen
anfairly passed over for promotion.
In addition, the 18 black officers who had not m_
promoted also felt they had been unfairly treat S %
Last week, Judge Kaufman met with lawyers
local Fraternal Order of Police, the Vanguard Jus
Society (an organization of black police officers)
representatives of the Police Department to work &t a
compromise e S G
@ The representatives agreed to merge the tvm lists:

the list of officers who had taken the original pr |
tionzl test in 1977 with the remainder of the list of

biafk @f f icers who were given a special test this fall.
. 4L~ 1077 bast wae oviondod an addi.




sed over for promotion.
" In addition, the 18 black officers who had not been
@ omoted also felt they had been unfairly treated.

st week, Judge Kaufman met with lawyers for the |

i;f;.lbcal Fraternal Order of Police, the Vangua_rd Justice
‘Society (an organization of black police officers) and
representatives of the Police Department to work out a

The represent
the list of officers w

atives agreed to merge the two lists: |
ho had taken the original promo- |
tional test in 1977 with the remainder of the list of

black officers who were given a special test this fall.
The list from the 1977 test was extended an addi-

tional year It normally would have expired in March

979
d The 12 officers promoted today were the ones with

the highest scores on the merged list. The promotions
fill all but six of the department’s 370 authorized posi-
tions for sergeant. |
 While the latest arrangement apparently satisfies |

b

" the officers now on the merged list, a third group of of-

~ ficers is still unhappy.

~ According to Herbert Weiner, lawyer for the FOP,
~ the Civil Service routinely gave the qualifying test for
~ sergeant to several hundred officers in November 1978,
“*%“ several months before Judge Kaufman ruled that test
- discriminatory.

The 80 officers who qualified for sergeant from that
. normally would have formed a new list to replace
he 1977 promotional list
owever. the Civil Service informed those Mﬁ@ersu
that the judge’'s ruling disqualifies that test,
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@ona year It normally would have e

| 9 moted mdy were the mes with

The 12 officers pro
“highest scores on the merged | list. The promotions

”’hll but six of _!@:,he_department ] 3?0 authorlzed posn-
ns for sergeant.

 While the latest arrangement apparently satisfies
the officers now on the merged list, a third g rm;p of of-

ficers is still unhappy.
According to Herbert Weiner, lawyer for the FOP,

the Civil Service routinely gave the qualifying test for
sergeant to several hundred officers in November 1978,

@cveral months before Judge Kaufman ruled that test

~ discriminatory.

" The 80 officers who gualified for sergeant from that
test normally would have formed a new list to replace

~ the 1477 promotional list,

However. the Civil Service informed those {)fﬁ(}elb
1§st week that the judge’s ruimg disqualifies that test.
R Mr Weiner said the FOP is asking the judge to con-
- sider merging the third list (that of the 80 officers who

wok the t.est. last year) with the two lists mer ged last

f“ think of giving everybody a chance.’ _
-' Judge Kaufman is scheduled to consider the F(
sl Ialer this month. 9

i

w faxth Mr Wemer sald “This is the best way &
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- activities Cdrrxed on
\ ce with Mr. Pom-
au's knowledge.

he conclusion of that
report which some council
members were not
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familiar

firmation

on Monday said in part
- showed activities,
persons and organizations
having no connection with
crime or unlawful activities
were improperly surveilled
and investigated.” |

‘The police prepared
I

background reports con-
tainii ig very personal and

i(lencCe
Vi il

sensitive information con-
cerning various citizens. This
type of activity was a clear

abuse of the police powers
vested in the department and
is abominable,” it contmued,-.-..?ﬁ

Thomas Bradley, presiden
of the Baltimore Metr
politan Council of AFLA
unions, said that becaus
was a victim of those

sioner Po
nomination. H
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listen closclga-_




hone 301 |
8376070 |




o
.
a2

N E: % n
T
i
el

44U

T 1

Police Commissioner
Donald Pomerleau is ex-
pected to weather challenges
by union and black elected
leaders this week to win City
Council confirmation to a
third six-year term. A poll of
all but one council member
Monday showed the con-
troversial commissioner has
13 confirmation votes, three
more than needed for re-
appointment..

However, Mr. Pomerleau’s
appointment may stand or
fall on the challenges leveled
last week by Councilman
Michael Mitchell, D-4th,
several black political
leaders and a number of
leading labor leaders. The
core of their objection is a
1975 state Senate invest-
igation of domestic sur-
veillance activities carried on
by city police with Mr. Pom-
erleau’s knowledge.

The conclusion of that

report which some council

#  members were not familia‘rm_“_
g o e e A B

o AE——— "'ml"

n Leaders, Blacks Challeng
rleau’s Confirmation

listen closely to the findi

o

with on Monday said in p
“evidence showed activiti
persons and organizatic
having no connection w
crime or unlawful activit
were improperly surveill
and investigated.”

‘““The police prepar
background reports co
taining very personal a
sensitive information cc
cerning various citizens. T
type of activity was a cle
abuse of the police pow
vested in the department a
is abominable,” it continu¢

Thomas Bradley, presidt
of the Baltimore Metr
politan Council of AFL-C
unions, said that because
was a victim of those abus
he would oppose Comm
sioner Pomerleai
nomination. He said t
nomination may be reject
if council members atte
the confirmation hearing a
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Bar's Disinterest Closes Lawyers' Urban Projects

GERALD A FITZGERALD

The Sun (1837-1985}; Sep 13, 1970, ProQuest Historical Newspapers The Baltimore Sun (1837-1985)

pg. 18

Bar’s Disinterest Closes Lawyers® Urban Project|

" By GERALD A. FITZGERALD

il Rights Under Law, which was in their own communities to joln

A lawyers committee that has| formed by leaders of the Ameri- with organized urban Negroes{raent.

represented  groups involved
here in minority housing and
education controversies has lost
its financial support and plans
next week to close ifs office and
disband its small staff.

can bar in 1963 at the request of and other minorities in seeking
the late President Kennedy. 3
The Baltimere Urhan Areas ferns nderlying the riots of the
project and 12 similar groups Past five years. .
were formed across the country  ‘The projecis depended heavily
and began operating Jast year on the wiliingness of local faw-

Tar warkers in the city govern:|who have money and conlacts

are ireated differently from

Except for the Junjor Bar As- those who do not.”

solutions 1o some of the Drobe| oy apinn which pledged another| Groups ihe committes flas

h : : tproups, . : . \
ots ot Shet 18| v e B Foraoiog Erent i;rse.nlg 5‘:1:3:]1]?;?;:;2 :geu:an Mr. Johnson said he found this| mondson Village and Aclivigts,

profecls organized abeut 18
months ago in major cilies by
the Lawyers Committee for Civ-

from ihe Ford Foundatiion, . \
The purpose, in each of the financially self-supporiing.

brief ex-
$1,000, he said, (here were no represen}ed dur!ng its

large contributors from Balti-)istence in Baltimore Yave In-
more’s law firms and bar|cluded neighboshood associa-

tions in Montehello and Fd-

response deeply disappoinling,!inc.. whicI! helped 10 orgaq 26
cities, was to encourage lawyers  According to Peler Cannell,|since it was “this same legal|both  neightborhood . gropps

h ; " .| agai | estate speculalogs.
the Washington-based commit-| community that raised an enor-| against rea pecu.

teg's executive director, 11 of| mous campaign fund” to elect| Some of the comruitlee s lgw-
the citles made substantial prog-| the incumbent judges in next!yers have also provided lagal

ress toward {his goal this year.)week's primaries.
Only Ballimore and Seatile
failed 4o do so, be said.

services to members of a youth

The lawyer, 2 Mississippi-born| project in Waverly, where com-
Negro whb came &0 the project| plaints about police harassmeat

Kenneth Johnson, the Balti-|{rom the Justice Depariment’s(yaye been common. i

more staff director, added that] Civil Rights Division in March

a small group of local lawyers |of last year, added that the ex: The group bas also represdnt-

have given generously of their
D T, ral e of thecourey s gl syt
the project.

spent -zhont $60,000 supporting
tke project Here during the past
15 monéhs-and was-prepared o
advance another $30,400 if the
community could produce $20,+
000 in matching funds,
Only $2,000 Ralsed

The Iocal steering commitlee,
however, came up with only
$2,000 in contributions and an-
other $2,500 in pledges, nearly
half of which was promised by
the unfon representing blae col-

perience supporis his own view

od the militant West Baltimore
civil rights.group, Making A Na-

"It simply does not work for | o0 (MAN), run by formes afso-

those wha are ecanomically dis-|clates of the late Dr. Matin
Mr. Johnson said that Ford adu?ﬁgged?’ﬁeﬁe suid, “PeaplelLuther King. _ -

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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Firemen's attorney

blasts city

BALTIMORE

Kenneth L. Johnson, al-
torney for four bLlack fire-
wicn, declared Wednesday
that the delense pul on by
the ¢ity js. “'the most racist
that 1 have éver witnessed
‘in my il years of expe-

‘ricnee as a trial lawyer ln
civi) rights cases.”

Johnson's staternent
came at the conclasion of
iestimony in {he case of the
firemen who have charged
the Ballimore Cily Fire De-
partment wilh racial dis-
crimination.

Prior Lo Johnson's ¢om-
menl. Federal Courl Judge
Joseph H. Young had
ruled lhat 63 new fire fight-
érs could be hired by the
Fire Dcpartment provided
at least 23 1o 30 per cent of
the new class at the [fire
school are black, (appresi-

defense

the outsel of the trial, five
weeks ago.

“The personal allacks.
he said, “were designed to
upscl me and divert my al-
tention from ihe (rial. The
matter on trial is neither
myse)f nor Mr. Russell, il
whelher the black [ire-
lighters get a lair shake in
the Fire Depariment.”

At one poinl in Wednes-
dav's gession. Bussell ob-
jected to questmns ashed
by Johnsen as a, *polpourti
o rrelevanl  dribble.
Later in lie session. the
city solicilor erilieized
Johuson's lactics saying.
‘*pven a law student
wauldn't do that.™

Final argumenis in 1he
case will nol be heard unlil
April 6, according lo a
schedule drafted by Judge
Young.

mately 17 to 20 men),

The ruling followed pleas
from City Selicilor George
L. Russell Jr. that the ban
on hiring was exhausiing
the supply of trainees in
the various fltre schools.

Johnson a malive of Co-
lumnbia. Miss. and Howard

University Law  School
graduate, fold the AFRO
that, *It was aculely

embarrassmg for me as a
black man have anocther
black  person  (Russell,
one 1o defend such racist
cunduci on the pact of the
ecity.”

Johnson added that Rus-
sell, “'did everylhing in his
power lo block the progress
of the black community in
general, and the black fire
fighters in particular.”

Monday Johnsnn oh-
jected to alleged. “pérsonal
atfacks”. directed at him
by ihe City Solieilor since

Reproduced with permission ol ike copyright

gwner. Further faps willoul p






Pohce stconductmv

Sir: The Sun, in its news columns
July 5, discussed alleged misconduct

'by utv pohce officials in three sepa-
rate articles.

1) “Coverup laid to city police.”
This article alleged that high city pol-
ice officials were involved in the cov-
erup and the destruction of informa-
tion pertaining to illegal drug traffic
and that Donald D. Pomerleau, Police
Commissioner, may not have b&a
aware of some of the resulting inw

nal auegatmns and repol;ts. |




STANDING ROOM ONLY—Spectators and Wit-  the hearing on the re-appointme
nesses crowd the rear of the Council chamber for missioner Donald D. Pomerleau.




STANDIN NIV Coan ‘ ortd - %
o cgﬁdl{tgom ONLY mf?p{ (t:_:{tm s and wit- the hearing on the re-appointment of Police Com-
S vd the rear of the Council chamber for missioner Donald D. Pomerleau.

BISH
missio

'O:ES-‘-Membcrs of the
pMmittee of City Coy,,.
€ Pomerlean n... .lm-

.“wmd (1) and Fourth District Councilwoman
iotorine Adams. First District l‘umn"‘.m —




a In favor

-
b
.
o
[
??:
g
'3
&

D

BISHOP ROBINSON—Deputy Police Com-
missioner ‘. . . unequivocal support . . ."’

B e

T T




AFRO photo by Roman Hankewyecz
HONOREES — At a dinner in their honor are Serita Elliot, Osborne Payne, Glenda Pierce,

Virginia Union University students, incoming Kenneth L. Johnson, Bridgette Willis, Cheryl
freshmen and alumui. Pictured left to right are Everly,
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/e came out Schmokmg on §ept:; o

let's do it again for Georgia and Ken on Nov. 2

On Friday, Oct. 1, 1982, the
 Beagan Administration forced a
~vote in the House of Represen-
- tatives on House Jaint Hesolution

350, to amend the Constitution fo

require & balanced federal

budget. Under no circumstance
could [ support this legisiation.

The following is my statement .

in opposition to the amendment:

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong
opposition to House Joint
Resolution 350, to amend the

Constitution to require & balanced

~budget. I will not support either
~this measure or the substitute.

AR
MITCHELL —
Budget | E

Isubmittomy’ma??a

am truly saddened resentful
that while our national unem-
ployment level hovers near 10
percent, we are [iterally ignoring
the problem by debating the
enactment of an initiative which

to believe the enactmedt of thi
“Constitutional straight jacket”
will pravide, among other things
tax relief, an end to unscrupulous,
government spending, and an
answer to such critical problems
as inflation and unemployment.

My Colleagues, it also is ironic
the balanced-budget amendment
is based upon, among other
things, a presumption of an ex-
tremely strong relationship
between high deficits and high

~ inflation. :
: I!ruuically. we are willing to °

economists after
economists who stress that no
such close correlation Is con-
firmed and the data do not sub-
stantiate such a contention.

that 1

stitute).
i

; "l ‘ \

L

On another note, the wssue 0! a
balanced budget has been so
sensationalized that we mast
wonder if this purported mandate
from the people is clouded by the
rhetoric of its proponents that
government Sgend'mg as a per-
1S

is neither economically feasible, cent of the GN the sale culprit
nor practically applicable in mast  in our nation's economic ilis.

national momic siualions. Again, we would rather

1t is most distressing to realize Pprophetically aliude to the

Adminisiration and those positiveness of pulling severe

Members who support H. J. Res, restrainis on the ability of the

. 350 have led the American _ government to do its job than (ace

the fact that economeiric modeis

have confirmed such spending
restramnts would beest unem-

us - ployment, and fail to bave a
significant effect on inflation

gcommegﬁc models f{rom
th use of economic assumptions
: mdul:,cp from the Urban In-

American people some fantastic
- They
epactment of this initiative will

provide the panacea for the

solving of our critical economic

s, These proponents are

problem )
- well aware that such conlentions
s e e e ey

| Speaker, the proponents of

‘the balanced budget amendment,
te include the present Ad-
~ministration, are feeding the_

T

are leading these con-
stituents to believe that the




PIONEERS IN VITILIGO RESEARCH

The National Frontiers Vitiligo Foundation, Inc., is a medical
research and service corporation formed in 1954 under the
anspices of Frontiers International, "ta stimulate, coordinate,
sponsor and direct scientific research and study to determine
vitiligo.” Since it was first formed, it bas given annual con-
tributions to vitiligo rescarch efforts and for the treatment
of witiligo patients to the Division of Dermatology at the
Freedman's Hospital and the Howard University College of
Medicine in Washington, D. C. }

DINNER MENU

FRENCH ONION SOUP with CHEESE CROUTONS
BRAISED SWISS STEAK BERNOISE
CROSS KEYS SALAD BOWL
POTATO CROQUETTES STRING BEANS
RUM CHOCOLATE ICE CREAM
witTH CRUSHED PINEAPPLE SAUCE
ASSORTED HOT ROLLS anp BUTTER
COFFEE, TEA or MILK
Dinner Served at 7:30 p.m.

OFFICERS OF THE BALTIMORE FRONTIERS

Robert L. Johnson, II Presidens
Dale G. Lee Ist Vice President
George A. Carroll 2nd Vice President
Samuel W. Marlow Secretary
Franklin C. Fulton Treasurer
Rev. Howard L. Cornish Chaplain
Dr. Parlett L. Moore . Executive Board Member
Charles W. Jones Executive Board Member
Roland D. Wheatley Executive Board Member

BANQUET COMMITTEE

George A. Carroll Dale G. Lee A, Paul Moss
Franklin C. Fulton Samuel W. Marlow  Roland D. Wheatley
Dr. Parlece L. Moore

FRONTIERS INTERNATIONAL, INC.
Baltimore Frontiers Club

presents iis

ANNUAL

.—/JWH!“JJ gantjuef

Cross Keys Inn

Village of Cross Keys
5100 Falls Road
Baltimore, Maryland

Thursday, October 10, 1974
Benefit
Frontiers Medical Research (Vitiligo) Foundation

THEME
“A Salute To The Champions For Human Rights”




1974 i’rogram e

Toastmaster - DALE G. LEE, Vice President, Baltimore Frontiers

Honorable Etbert L. A. Guillory
Z&&‘em:#e Director, Maryland Human Relations Commission

INVOCATION The Reverend Howard L. Cornish Presented by Oliver Brown
Chaplain, Baltimore Frontiers ' Baltimore Fromtiers
THE OCCASION : ~ Robert L. Johnson, I C. “Public Spirited Professionals”
! President, Baltimore Frontiers

Dr. Emerson R, Julian
Physician and City Councilman
Presented by Arlington S. Phillips
Baltimore Frontiers

Reverend Vernon N. Dobson
Minister and Public Creusader

Presented by Rev, W, Lyndsm, Picts
Baltimore Frontiers

Professor Elizabech F. Johnson
Educator and Social Worker

Presented by Ernestine H. Johnson
President, Women's Auxiliary, Baltimore Frontiers

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER Dale G. Lee

Baltimore Frontiers

A\ 4. Honorable Clarence M. Mitchell, Jr.
- - Director, Washington Bureau of NAACP

shed Service Citations
:nce M. Mitchell, Jr.
Presented by Robert L. Johnson, II

nson and Gerald A._Srmth

~ Presented by George A. Carroll

 Vice President, M&m& Eromers
Camgory Two — Frontiersman of the Year

-~ Yokefellow Howard L. Cornish

Presented by Wilbert F. Slnglecon

2nd District Dirvector, Frontiers International

Cane_gory Three — Meritorious Community Service Awards

NAACP Life Membership Subscription
Presented by Eugene Prettyman
Baltimare Frontiers
Boy Scouts Of America Doration

Presented by Leslie Gundy
Baltimore Frowntiers

YMCA Uuderprivileged Youth Donation
Presented by Franklin C. Fulton
Baltimore Frontiers
DICTION The Reverend H. Albion Ferrell
Chaplain, Frontiers Interrational

vhn Hauswald
President, Hauswald Baking Co

The Frontiers Club is an organization of business, professional
and community leaders fmbued with a desire to render ser-

B "Pubilc Service Executives” vice to athers. While it strives to use its influence to barness

Dr. Roland N. Patterson i the coaperative :z,,bmf o{ other orfgmumuon:! and ‘;mﬁreﬂzd '

sﬂ crtm?m!w: Balitmors - persons toward the ameliovation of civic and social ills, the

P imore. City Public Schools : Frontiers Club bas no pavticular ax to grind, lts actions are

Presented by Dr. Pa:! mﬁlﬁrxg’?’j 3 it grounded in the philosopby "Advancement Through Ser;:i;g_"

The Annual Awards Banguet of the Frontiers Club is
ed to give appropriate recognition to those who bave r
exemplary community service without thought of the
as well as to inspire others to follow in their footiteps.

ble Milton B. Allen
orney for Baltimore City

~ Presented by Samuel W. Marlow
Baltimore Fromgiers
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Samuel’s Jewelry and Record Mart

Star Cleaners

Wells Printers
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Honorable Parren J. Mitchell
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A REUNION COMMEMORATING THIRTY YEARS OF POLITICAL AND CIVIL STRLUGGLE
. LOUISIANA SIT-IN
by
Janette Hoston Harris, PR.D.

The first seven students to lead the Sit-In movement in the State of Louisiana came tog:ther in the
Naton's C apital to mark the first reunion of this historical event on Sarurday May 26, 1990 ar
[2:30 p.m. The reunion and Press conference was held at the Howard [nn in the Reeve room.

The most powerful political revolution in the United States was the Sit-In movement. The '960's
witnessed sweeping changes in the social and political siructure of our country, changes which
brought abou! justce, Liberty and equality in employment, government and education for the Afro-
American race. This movement changed the social order and unleashed voices forbidden to speak

Jor centuries,

The largest siudent Sit-In movement from which the first Sit-In case to reach the Supreme Court
occurred on the campus of Southern University, March 28, 1960. This movemen: had a
tremendous impact on the lives and future of many swdents, faculty and staff who later emerged
as renown acavist, educators, entrepreneurs, lawyers, judges and in leadership positions
throughout this country. This movement also helped shape the direcdon of human and civil rights
in Louisiana cnd opensd up a bevy of jobs and political access for African Americans.

. After the Sit-In in 1960, this group of students were jailed and expelled from the University and
several from the Siate. As a result of this acdon and actoriety, many of the swudents were alded
i completing their educaton through such orzanizations as the American Friend Service, NAACP,
Roothbert Foundation and others. each of the students in this First Sit-In case were afforded the
opportunity ¢ compiete their educaton. They were: Janette Hoston Harris, Histwrian,
Businesswoman, Washington, DC; John Johrson, Attorney, New York; Kenneth Johnson, judge
of the Circuir Court, B:.im'nar’ JoAnn Morris, Educational Administrator, Geargic; Donald Voss,
Job Corps Drrector and Civic Leeder; Marvin Robinson, Attorney and Businessman, Texas; and
Felton Valdry, Real Estate Developer, Caiifornia.
The attorneys who worked on this case through a mock trial at Howard University in 1961 and

itioners in the United States Supreme Court case, Garner ET AL.v.Loutsiana

::'gii&ﬂ‘ Of Jie ;.78
( which tneluded case No. 25, Garner et.al. v Louisians: No. 27, Briscoe 2t al.v.Louisicnc: and

Vo. 28, Hoston et al.v.Louisiana) were the late Wiley Branton, A.P. Tureaud, Thurgood Marskall,
James Nabrit. 11T and William Coleman, Jack Greenbery and Louis Pollak.

The general population will benefit from this information and wiil gain a great deal of insignt info
the Sit-in movement and the role of the Roothbert Fund, Albert & Toai Roothber:, and lar!
Solberg in this 2ffort. These groups along with many others heiped in furthering the education of
the Sit-in students as they pursued their goails from an expelled Southern University. They
graduated from Howard Universitv, Georgetown Law School, Central State University and
. Wilberforce University, most with graduate degrees. These former students have achieved g-eat

success in their developing years.
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Lawyer battles to protect

-

:“'-i By KAREN CHATMON

ri:> : rwy ArTerioan S

“ % Morethana dec .idl‘ ago, Kenneth L. Johnson stood
ana Ei riningham, Ala , courtroom arguing a Justice

“?"wr'mv"n Case mqm aregate the faculties of public
-4... oals i five Southern states

- Th' judge was Sybourne H. Lynn, whaotald the civil
orney he never would order the integration of
JI.-'Jlr.".‘
i3 *For five days during the tnal qu‘-' Lynn turned
5 back on me and read a newspaper,”’ Johnson said
THewold me at the beginming of the trial he would never
arder a white teacher to teach black children .’

Atthat time, Johnson headed the civil rights unit of
“the Justice Department in Georgla. The government

stught comphance with federal laws by seeking 4 coun
“mdgment 10 integrate laculties of schoels qu:u
*Alabama, Mississippl, Lowisiana and Texas
4w Lynn was attempling to lorce the government’s
"e.:w into the Circuit Court of Appeals, with no prior
c,uun decision ot recaord for consideration
vaor “Every objection | made was overruled. But the
~ﬂ.!:fse sustamed the ub}tl.lu).ls of the (attorneys repre-
"l:'ﬂl ng the stales ), Johnson said

s=aeLynn ruled in favor of the states, but hus decision
}.I.er was overruled in the Fifth Circuit Court of Ap-
:p{al Lynnisstll a senior judge in Birmingham
+257 Johnson, whao has been a civil rights and constitu.
uq;mi law altorney for 16 vears. has participated in
cibn)lz of the country's most dilficult school desegrega-
"udn and civil rights tnals

" But despite the enactment of scores of lederal and
Jotal laws designed 1o protect the rights of individuals
«over the past decade, Johnson's pracuice in Balimore
sl demonstrates that America 1s not quite the land of
qual opporiumty

The dramatic battles of the 19%0s are over, but he
now represents hundreds of minonty and female per-
sans employed. of seeking employment, with fire and
police depa'l"’l(‘m\ in Baltimore and seven other
citles

Before entering private practice in Baltimore in
1870, the Manen County, Miss,, native worked with the
Lawyer's Commission for Civil Rights Under Law

A praduate of Southern University in Louisiana
and the Howard University School of Law in Washing.
tan, he also served four years with the Army's Judge
Advocate's General Corpsin the Far East

Johnson currently works in association with An-
thony A. Robinson, @ former Equal Employment Op-
portunity Commussion lawyer.

They represent black sieelworkers empl:)\ by
three major local steel i:rqq s well as police and fire
drpdrtmmn:m;hiuyf.es
~ Johnson said still pending are class action suils
filed on behalf of female and black firelighters against
Baltimore, Norfolk and Richmond, Va , Washington,
D C . Mount Vernon, New Rochelle, White Plains and
Yonkers, N.Y

The bulk of these suits, filed between 1972 and 1977,
alldge untair hinng, promotion and job-placement
practices by city fire departments. Similar suis have
been lodged against the Baltimore Police Department,

“We filed suit on the behalf of the black fire-
fighters of Baitimore in December 1972, Judge Joseph
H. Young Ir. issued an order (which decreed) that the
Fire Department do away with discrimunatory 'ests
He also ordered thal eve who comes nto the de-
partment be a resident of the city.

' "The tests still have a discriminatory impact; and
we suspect that some people who comé into the Fire
Department don’t hive in the city. We'll investigate
this, and if our susptcmn is correct, we will go back to
“urt,” Johnson said
‘lund Rnb

present the Vanguard Jus-
olficars’ organization, and

410 @ swit against the Balumore Police -

somen's suit, 75 women passed ali of the
5 and became eligible to came into the de-
(hen, (Commissioner Donald) Pomericau
1 height requirement of 5 feet 7 inches. Only
wen at that time met that requirement
contend that the height requirement 15 hot
T -

minorities’ eivil rlghts

-~ . \
-k J ~

Trg Maws AmaeCan = Aagipw Ko

SEEKS JUSTICE: Kenneth Johnson. .—

job-refated and the Supreme Court has ruled soin other
Cases.

On the Vanguard suit, Johnson said blacks were
failing the department’s entrance examindlion at &
rate greater than 2 ta | "We contend that test had a
diseriminatory impact.”

Jotinsan says, “The Schaefer administration has
done nothing 1o change the historical pattern of dis-
erimination. Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act now
apphes tothe city also ™

That measure was amended to bring municipali-
ties into compliance with lederal law barring discrimi-
nation in employment in March 1972

O1 the need lor more stningent enforcement ol ex-
1sting civil and employment rnghts laws, Johnson said
forced compliance may be difficult and costly for
individuals,

"“The outlook i1s bleak. The government’s enforce-
ment program is a paper one. EEOC is supposed o
enforce the law, but it Is now actively working on trying
10 cut down the number of cases filed and the business

cummuni!z is praising the commission .
— i

1
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By KENNETH LAVON JOHNSON

uring the course of my tenure In the Felony Arralgn-
annl Courl lasl year, not a single case tnvolving a

drug dealer al the lmpmlrr-wlmil!mnl.-r drug-dealing
level passed throngh that court. These diug rirafera earn
lens of thousanda of dollars 2 weelk, and they are Tesponst-
ble for codmes el Inatitulional destabllization, such as biib-
ery and cormuplion,

Inslead, 1 =aw the street-level retall dealers, They
amounled (o a tolal of 7,362 {elony cases In len months, of
which 1,722 resulled In gulily pleas. The average age for
drug-ense defendants was 25 years. and the nverage rduca-
{Ion level wasn lUth-Fmd-. By conirast, the wholesaler.im-
porter drug dealers hold regular Jobas as bankers, accounl-
ants, lawyers, doclors and busineasmen, -

Counting such “drug-relaled” erlines as murdera, rob.
beriea, thefls and nglarfes, approximalely 85 percent of
all felony cases In Baltimore Involve Hlegal druga, Yel (here
Ia na pressure by soclely (o require the political leadership
to confront and control the grave and pervasive problems
thal are cavsed by the drep tiade

The dealings of the Imporfer-wholesalers are difficull to
detect and prosecule. which la why scant priorily has been
%lvm to pmnrcuhn% Inwyers who colleel and (lie false affl-
davils on behall of their clients: lawyers who pay alihl
wilneases (o teslify fajeely at criminal trials: businessmen
and bankers who Nnance {he Imporiation and wholesallng
of lilegal drugs or who launder drug money and fronl for
drug dealers; and Inwyers, accountants and Inveslment
bankers who provide the expertise 1o keep the enormous
Now of cash hldden lrom publie scruliny,

The avallablily of farge rume of each from the drug
trade and the lack of elacere effort on the part of Eovern-
menl lo conliol it have cormupled a substanlial number of
professional people who are now full partners In the Im-
porter-wholesaler drug rade. They are not pursued and
proseculed malnly because the soclal ravages aned devasta-
tlon cauaed by the drug trade in the Inner elly have barely
tovr-hed suburbia g = ’

‘Mhe government has successfully eonfined open-ntr
dmg dealing to the Inner elly, wherre tha Impotter-wholesnl-

_ Perspective
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ets and thelr proleasional ondre remnin Invisible, They
cannol be detecled with binoculnts, arrested and paraded
art lhie evening newa ns are slreel-level retall divg dealers
Parading theae slreel-level arreslees on lelevislon has
fooled the public Into believing thal somelhing ts heing
tlone to combal the drug problem “— antd Inte thinking
Incorrecily thatl the drug problem s a “black problem.’
The major ertintnals —- the importer-wholesalers, who are
vsyally white — go undeleeled and untndicled

It eannotl be eerripusty contewded that the government
cannnl dmastically slow (he supply shie of (he r%mg lracks
with a flom commitment to do so The Hinancial resourees
for elfrctive enforcement of the current diog faws would lys
sufficient In combal the drug Uade I the wiil were presen!

The neressary political will will eome only when the
while (subnthan) commumily feels the pain and ravages of
the doug Ladde Lo the game extent that they are felt {11 the
Ao Amedlean I!n“'.-*r :'El’;-] cormmmimity, Il soeinly post-
pones the wnr nn -hnf!_-"a wineh Innger droges will destioy our

ta=tliutions, The levelof comtaplion will hnve =0 thomughty

~ The War on Drugs Is Mostly Eyewash

-

P ——————mpen g b ST

Infested and corrupted all levels of soclely as lo prevent ar
effective eradicallon by law enforcement.

Alreatly we have begun to notice the brbery ahd fmtird
of polential wilnesses and police officers lo prevent ctin
:m‘% from belog tried and convicted. We alao kinow that 1

yolits from Lhe lilegal drug trade contribute bubstantial

lo the economy. In the not too distant fulure, we will &
the Lefbery nnd murder of prosecutors, Jurors ahd Judges |
order (o protect drug profils. _

When this day comes, the law of the streels Witl gove:
and our government will be too weak {o regain effectl:
contol. The publie will ery out, demanding Lhat somethi
be done: 1L will be more than willing Lo abandon conslit
tUenal liberties In an effort to confront and conlrol the dn
teade. Glven the sorry stale of our preaent polilleal leade
shtp, there ta littie hope tial our Tulure political leade:
would resist the sacrifice of civil liberties to the desperatic
fostered by the paln and ravages of the drug trade, T

Uime to eonfront and control the diug lrade (s now,

The drug trade cannol be controlled wllhnul{lnlling I
tmporter-wholesaters and their professional cadre, Just ¢
glreel-level relall dealers and users are Jalled. The go-call:
“war on drugs” ts nothing more than a politieal Husl:
that moliiNes an uninformed publie even as large kegmen
ol our sociely are terrorized by erime and corruption and
respect for our Inslitutions ia balog weakened,

A legitimate war on drugs will require simultanen:
fighting on Lwo fronts: the fmporer-wholeaaler ::;{;ﬂ)’_ mit
ant the demand side. We have not serfously warred agaln
elther elde, Through education, we can lower the deman
for druga. By Jalling Importer-wholesaler drug dealers, v
can reduce the drug supply. Untll soclely sngages In & dn
war o0 Uiese Lwo fronta, the so-ealled war on dnl%!" w!
remaln a convenlant politlcal Hlusion and the tountry w!
centinue o pay the deathly price.

On May 11, 1892, | asked the Baltimore cily grand jur
o Investigale why the Imporier-wholesaler t§mg deale
were not being pursued and prosecuted. It ls my ferver
hope that the grand Jury’s investigalton and public repo
will be a eall for acllon before [t 1= toa lale.

L]

* Kenneth Lavon Johnaon 1a n jurtge of tha Clrenit Cone

of Ballimore Clty,




By TrosmaAs E. Nokgw

\ EARLY A decade ago, then-Clreult Judge
Kenneth Lavon Johnson questioned why
the foeus of the war on drugs in Baltimore
City was not on the upper echelon of the drug
tramckjngt?}t;slnea:. the importer-wholesaler.
Since n, only one year has passed in
The Sun: Wednesday, July 11, 2001: Page 13a which the murder rate in Baltimore City did not
exceed 300. Most of these killings are belleved to
v be related to the lllegal drug Industry. Our crimi-
i nal Justice systems are flooded with arrests of
lower-level streel dealers and addicts, As a re-

- sult, the correctional facilities struggle to house
the ever-increasing numbers of these smali-time

Change needed (f e L CNMENT AR

businesses have been relue-

cause of the issues the drug

low from them.

not be overlooked s the raclal

ment figures and Human

Rights Watch documents, the

gross disparity between the

imprisonment of blacks and whites for drug of-
fenses is very evident. Blacks, who make up 12
percent of Lthe population, account for 62 per-
cent of incarcerated drug offenders,

The myth that blacks use drugs more fre-
quently is easily dispelled. A study by the US.
Department of Health and Human Services has
found black and white rates of drug use to be
quite similar, with far more white than black
drug use overall,

These shocking arrest rates have a devastat-
ing effect on the community. Many black men
are unemployable because of long arrest and
conviction records. Large segments of the com-

h !

munity are disenfranchised. eliminating many
political concerns. Not only has the drug epi-
demic affected the black community, it has ad-
versely affected the city.

As a Circuit Court judge, I have presided
over Drug Court for several terms during the
last few years, 1 have seen much time, effort and
money devoted to focusing on low-level street
activity. Very little, if anything, has changed in
the last nine years. Perhaps Judge Johnson was
correct when he labeled the war on drugs as
“mostly eyewash.”

At a neighborhood forum at which I ap-
peared a while ago with elected officials, one offi-
cial acknowledged that the lack of resources

drug defendants, prevented expanding law en-

This long-standing strategy . O forcement efforts to truly launch
has begun Lo come under fire. ]!I(IDC scen muCh & war on drugs. Priorities must be
Nelghborhoods are In decline {ime, ¢[fort and rearranged If we intend to
and  quality-of-life  lssues d d broaden our approach. The cost
abound. People are afrald to Money devoled to of incarceration Is tremendous
dren 1 out 1 piy: Random JOCUSIRg oM low- Cigqpopteedtotresinentend
V}OI‘;::)fu;nd the ;Lm};tl[fix't‘;ﬁn level street ac{uu{y, Uzﬂel.:.i Lh;: lm;.r en(orccmc::l.
of s gS are 08§ v . " community has the resources it
headlines. Ve’?) little, if needs, we will have to settle for

So it is no surprise that great : business as usual; thal is not sat-
numbers of our citizens con- (ZJQ)HZZR{} ’ h'as isfactory. After 20 years with sim-

tinue to leave the city. Myriad  changed in the last ply more of the same, I think

change iswarranted. -

tant to come to Baltimore be- 1ine years. Per. prs We cannot forgo reclaiming
" neighborhoods. Our communities
problemis have generated as Judge Johnson was .

cannot be left to fend for them-

well as the perceptionsthatlol- poprrect when he selves against this heinous drug
subculture. All of our citizens de-
Another concern that can- labeled Hle war on serve the same assurances in

' Gl L their daily lives as anyone in any
impact of our drug problem. drugs as “mostly
Analyzing U.S. Justice Depart- eyewas}z_ "

of the oullying suburbs or coun-
Lies.

However, we must take serious
measures 1o broaden the scope of
ourapproach

Until the economices of illegal drugs is under-
stood and becomes aggressively pursued by law
enforcement, we will continue to see limited
progress, fany.

All branches of government, the clergy, law
enforcement and those in the world of academia
need to begin a meaningful dialogue on alterna-
tives to past efforts. A new strategy is desper-
ately needed to effect positive and immediate
change if we intend to rescue Baltlmore City
from its rapid demise.

Thomas E. Noel is a jud;gc in the Circuit
Court for Baitimore Cily.
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_Kress b

By SARA aoumonm -

Advocale business writer AR

On March 28 196!) Just before
noon, Kennéeth Lavon Johnson sat’
down at the whites-only counter
at the SH. Kress bullcimg and re-
quested acupoftea. . :

A’ few “minutes later pohce
arrested Johnson, then 22 and six
other Southern University;stu-

dents seated at the counter and .

led them to a pohce wagon out-
side. | : L

The 91t»m at the dewmawn'
Kress was the first of its kind in
Louisiana and set in motion a case
that - went before the - US.:
Supreme Court. The court's rul-
ing helped end racial segregation

|tte
Idln

Urml Wednesday, “Johnson" had 3
“'never:-been:back to the" long—--
.vacant’ Kress and adjoining Welsh .
<& Levy: bm}dmg,,slated to be

"demolished and replaccd mth a .:': e

parklngloL R Dp S R

“I was scared "the now 66—yezm- : .'?. 2,

oldretired= ]udge said ‘of “the®;
lunch-hour sit-in while on a visit .

.'Wednesday from Baltimore: He_-f‘ v
described the few minutes at’s g
‘Kress as more frlghtcnmg than - §

’ coming.  under.;live. fire. in"
Vietnam, where he served in the :
US. Army

1 “was ready ‘to. ‘meet : my
maker i he satd of his emotions

O See KRESS Page aA

: Al & M1 B : T B o SRR
e LN (R SRR Vel B8 2 seicd U
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Advocate staftf pholo by Patrick Dennis
Kenneth Lavon Johnson a retired judge visiting from Baltimore, notes the
~ faded Kress namé on the Third and Main streets building where he and
other Southern University students staged a sit-in in 1960 at a whites-only
lunch counter. A demolition permit has been taken out on the building.
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" CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A -
during the Kress sit-in. “But it didn't
matter if we’d died because we were
on a mission.” -1 -

On Wednesday, Johnson walked

around the buildings at: ‘Third and
Main streets, He smiled and pointed

“atthe radcd Kress name on a bmken
marquee. -

#We found it, " heszud soflly to him- » other members of the group for the .

self; "Wonderful Its wendermi to
see it again.” <+ ;
. Johnson said he had never reaily

the counter, he said..

The police paddy wagon was wait-
ing on the Main Street side of th
buz}dmg after the arrest, he said.

Johnsen said the group had syn-
chronized their watches so that they ©
‘would’ enter” the building at noon

sharp. Johnson said he had to rely on

time because he djd not own a watch.
It didn't matter .,
spokeq Johnson, a M;sszss:ppa native

. said the soft-

- wanted to revisit the building, which. = who grew up in a house without elec-
he entered for the first and last time * tncny or mfimr plumbing. - )
“on the day of the sit-in. He changed ' He also’ the group of studcnm
i“his mind:a few-weeks ago after his -had not mentioned their plans to any-

' sister, 78-year-old Sonia W, Jefferson- “one out of fear: that word would get
of Baton Rouge;: sent. lnma recént’s out and’ their plans wauld be_
news report: descnbmg ﬂ:s possibie deraur.d ‘ %
&cmcl:txon. S R e “His sister sald she learned of the
‘' Johnson' traveled to Baton Rouge* sitdin during, the hours after it hap;

fr :ius ‘week . after’ ay, visit: "to ) the * pened- whcn her younger brother.
M:ssmmpp: homc of his 102 yenr aId " called her from J,ail It was her birth-

Hmotheri s ‘“’vs*% b,
-r- +'He said losing Kress to thc wrcck-

+ ing ball would' be_a‘blow: to. history,
t= that, would deprwe Louisiana and the:

|_. ‘nation of a symbol of racxal pmgress

& ﬁ;ece ol’ h:story,'!xdohnhéon said. “It's:..

«like erasing a part of history and pre-
i3 tending that it never happened.”
[ Deve!open« Bob: Dean's plans to
3 destroy the buudmg have sparked an
L outcry  from” preservationists and

proponents of ‘a revived downtown.
.- Dean, who has revived many historic’:

<4

5 Southr.rns

~day and”she .was' cookmg in hcr..

kitchen, Jefferson said., -

sa]d e :'.-..., .....

dzdn‘t come home.':

“Johnson’ and the- ulher ‘Students ;
‘were released the evening of March
28, aﬁer supporters. postcd b:nl he,

sani o
Johnsmn i,\ws :

- the sit-in, He received his law degree
from Howard University and even-

bmldmgs in Baton Rouge | and around L tually settled in Baltimore, where he

[tha state, received ‘a’ ‘permit “in

" September " from: ‘the’ city parlsh .

orked as a city circuit court judge.
Other members of the original stu-’

"Department of . Public. Works to dent group are scattered across the

demolish Kress’s and replace it with

| a surface parking lot.” g
- A date for the dcmohticn has not
baez; set and Dean still must seek a -

“permit that would allow. for a tem-. -

- porary closure of traf fic: “lanes, ac-"
“/cording to city- parish officials. -

-~ Dean has not spoken publicly zibout
- his plans for the building, which he
bought in August for $900,000, court
“records show: He did' not return a
Wednesday afternoon telephone call.

" Johngon said he could envision the -

Kress building used as'a museum
that focuses on the city's important
role in civil-rights history.

country and include lawyers a real

" estate dcve!eper and a umversity

administrator., "~ :
The Kress. bmldmg staned as two

structures but has since merged into,
-one, The Welsh & Levy building was .

~built in. 1885 at Main ‘and Third

s:reets The “L" shaped Kress build- -

mg, built in 1910, wraps around it.

The building's would-be saviors got ~§—

a symbolic boost this week when the
Downtown ' Development District’s
seven-member  board voted unani-
mously on Tuesday. to ask Dean to
recanmder his plans. . ..

Downtown' plariners. say. tearing

His" visit to the site seemed to  down Kress and. putting another

evoke vivid memories. He recalled
entering Kress with another student,

parking lot on Third would hurt their
efforts to bring new life to the city's

Marvin Robinson, throbigh the main  historic center.

doors on the buﬁémg’% Third Street
side, The rest of the group entered
the building through.doors to the
rear and joined him and Robinson at

Parking is scarce in some parts of
downtown, in part because of con-
struction of a new arts center near

. the Old State Capitol.

¢ was fr:ghlem.d of coursé," shc_.

Her }'ounger bmther was lwing,.'
with her.at the time, _“i_)ut that day he

-, ex}:elled from
aw school as a result of.

)
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Retlrement Roast for Judge Johnson

By R.B. Jones

It was billed as a retirement
roast for Judge Kenneth Lavon
Johnson, but it was more of a loy-
ing tribute. Last Friday, judges,
clected officials, correctional offi-
cers, law enforcement officers,
courtroom clerks and friends and
family members, gathered at the
Holiday Inn to salute Judge Johnson
for his career as a civil rights attomey,
judge and mentor to young attomeys.

The event was organized by
ludge Johnson's former law
clerks, two of whom, Lynn K.
Stewart and Emanue! Brown are cur-
rently judges, his former secretary
and his former courtroom clerk.

Chief Judge of the Court of
Special Appeals Robert Bell salut-
ed Judge Johnson whom he assist-
ed as a young lawyer on a land-
mark lawsuit against the Baltimore
City Police Depart-ment that
allowed women to join and result-
ed in the promotion of 55 black
sergeants, “Human rights define
what Judge Johnson is all about.
Doing what is right is what he is
all about. He taught me a lot about
the law and he taught me colorful
language such as calling someone “a
!ard hog-‘l

Newly appointed Circuit Court
Judge Lynn Stewart, former
Evening Sun Editorial Page direc-
tor Ray Jenkins, Attorney Jill
Carter, Attorney James B. Butler,

tried to do.”

After the event’s program ended
Judge Johnson reflected on his
career and current events that
affect civil rights. “It was great to
see 5o many peaple that T worked
with come out for mie. 1 am
regrouping and thinking about
what 1 am going to do now that |
have left the bench, 1 feel bad
about the artacks on affirative
action because | was one of the
attorneys on the case for the
Justice Department that estab-
lished affirmative action.

“If we aren't careful, we will go
back to the way things were in the

Ray Jenkins, Judge R’emu!tb
James B. Butler, Esq. at the ret

and Courtroom Clerk Kay
all saluted Judge Johnson for
mentorship, compassion and
favorite sayings grounded
Mississippi heritage.
Judge Johnson was chara
by former law clerk Anjane
Dixon as a long-term rebel
challenged an unjust system
throughout his life. “Judge
Johnson was kicked out oi‘_, ;
Southermn University Lawwool
for engaging in sit-ins. His lawsuit
went all the way to the Sqﬁgme
Court and he won. Even W&n he
was on the bench, he upset _;hc

-

Page 2 |
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au, Judge Emnnel Brown, and
ent roast for Judge Johnson,
Photo: R.B. Jones

system for the sake of human
rights and justice. He is always a
rebel when it comes to injustice,”
she said.

Judge Johnson savored the light-
hearted, but highly laudatory
event. He characterized his career
simply. “I raised a little sand over
the years, but you have to be
standing in sand to raise it. When |
came to Baltimore in the 1970’ |
thought it was up north. When |
came here [ found out it was just
like Mississippi except that the
accent was different. Things need-
ed to change and that's what 1

Themltlmm Times, M&rgh 20 Apnl 4,3002

e

fifties, except that the advances of
white women will not be turned
back. They have benefited more
than anyone from the civil rights
movement. | am happy for them.
In the suit | won against the city
police department we got 55 black
sergeants promoted and we got
125 women on the force, 90% of
them white women. | just want
more inclusion of others.”

Judge Johnson served on the
Circuit Court from 1982-2001,
Prior to that he won numerous
civil rights lawsuits against the
Baltimore City Police Department,
the Fire department and
Bethlehem Steel for discrimina-
tion. Before that he worked for the
US lustice Department and the
Judge Advocate Office of the US

—— e ——————
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KENNETH L. JOHNSON SPEAKS TO BALTIMORE CITY'S CRIMINAL JUSTICE
SYSTEM

| firmly believe that there is a direct refation
between poverty, discrimination and crime. | do
not believe that being required to live in poverty
is any excuse or justification for a person to
commit a crime. The victims of crimes have
often also been victims of poverty to the same
or greater extent than the crniminal who is
committing the crime.

We have obligations to make every effort to put
an end to the crimes that are occurring and
destroying our community, In the process of
our struggle against crime we cannot ignore the
causes of crime

We must break the cycle of crime. There shouid
be only one yardstick to measure all criminal
conduct and all criminals must be held strictly
accountable for their criminal conduct. After a
person has been convicled of a serious crime
by a judge or jury, then that person should be
held accouontable by being given a senience
suitable to the crime. The sentence should be
served to its full extent without parole, exceptin
highly unusual circumstances. If the criminal
justice system sends out the message to the
criminal that he or she will be given a prompt
and fair trial and that if conviction results, the
punishment will be swift, firm and certain. |
believe that would be a valuable deterrent o
criminal conduct.

“I believe strict criminal laws, swiftly, firmly and
equally enforced, can help reduce crime. | also
betieve that progressive penal syslem that
educates as well as incarcerates can reduce the
numbers of persons who commit crimes.”

“We can break the cycle of crime where it starts
by dealing with offenders’’

‘I take exception to those who would give
license to every citizen to kill needlessly and
indisgriminately. There must be a swift and fair
trial and i a conviction results therefrom, the
punishment must be certain and firm."”

JOHNSON will bring to the SUPREME BENCH
a fresh and vigorous approach to the problems
and issues of criminal justice in Baltimore City.

JOHNSCN will bring to the SUPREME BENCH
a record of proven expertise in Criminal,
Constitutional, and Civil Law.

JOHNSON will bring to the SUPREME BENCH
a spirit of dedication to restoring justice to the
criminal justice system.

The SUPREME BENCH OF
Baltimore
NEEDS

KENNETH L.
JOHNSON




JUSTICE WITH DIGNITY, FAIRNESS

i have been a trial fawyer for 20 vears. | have
Ol been on the sidelines | !.‘1 & been a
member ot thg Botars

Council of & Oppertunity; |
niave been a B-._}drtj ! the
Maryland Food Committee and | hdve Bedn a

for the

“.‘f\m'm' of the Baliimore Chapter of the
National Qrganizatian ior Women singe 1672
I am dlso a member ¢ ihe NAACP

While | am aware that commitment to sogial
causes suu‘r as better usiness opportunities
for minorities or equal rights for wamen are
nat gqualifications tor a judge: | believe that 4
good judge 15 an integral part of the
community he or she serves.

I served as a captamn in the US. Army and
served in Southeas! Asia. for three years
duning the Vietnam War | have been both a
prosecuting and a defense attorney | will
bring to the Supreme Bench an added depth
of knowladge. expenence, and. a strong
sense of commitment to grow ding justice
with dignity, fairness. and firminess

| beileve that the fear of crime. botk réal and
perceived, which 15 stranglimg our
community today must be deteated. Faith in
our judicial system must be restored. We
must elect judges whe will insist  on
pumghmu!t tor the perpetrators of erime and
justice for the viclims

Elect me to the Supreme Bench ang you can
have contidence in my court soom To the
criminal, | will provide |ustice, swift and firm

To thi VIctim | t1ftor compassion
understanding  and jusiica,  And the
witness | pramise coasideration arndl

cangcarn

need volunteers who bhave three (3) hours
per week o give to m, campaign to etect me
Kennethy L Jf"h'\w! e to the SL:{'}n:ré';e Honch
Please call 338 na;;{, or stop in at our
Headguarters 2533 St Paul Street

OMMUNlTY Sﬁ’ﬁWCE AWARDS

o

Distinguised Service Citation in Recognthon
ot Ouistanding Commiunity  Service  as
Cnampion for Human Rights — Awarded in
1974 by Baltsmare Frontier Club

Public  Spiritt  Award for Qutstanding
Leadership and UWnigue Sensitivity 1o the
Needs of the Community — Awarded in 1978
by FOR

Maryiand Seventh Congressional District
Award — Awarded in 198t by The Hangrable
Parren J Mitchell, Congressman

Quistanding Service to Humandy angd the
Rights of Mankind — Awarded in 1981 by the
Vulean Blazers of Baltimore Cily

Quistaniing  Jervice 10 the Community
Award - ;Wza!m?{, in 1982 by the Vanguard
Justice Sugiety

——— s

KENNETH L.
JOHNSON
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NE OF THE UNDERLYING
O causes of the American colonies’ revelt

against England was the insulting fact
that the mother country insisted on making,
“the judiciary in the colonies quite indepen-
dent of the colonists or their legislatures,” as
one historian put it

In the State of Maryland, a populist-leaning
legislature has consistently rebuffed all efforts
of do-gooders, clitist egg-heads and the
establishment media 1o end the popular elec-
tion of judges at the circuit court level after
their appointment by the governor with the
consent of the State Senate. The 8th judicial
circuit is known simply as the Supreme Bench
of Baltimore City. This year there are eight
candidates for the three open seats on that
prestigious court. The three incumbents are
Judges John Carroll Byrnes, James A. Perrott
and Peter D. Ward. All three incumbents are
highly qualified but two of them could suffer
- from the “Figinski syndrome"" and taste defeat
at the polls, Figinski was former Supreme
Bench Judge, M. Albert “Big Al Figinski of
east Baitimore. Despite wide experience in the
political arena, an earned reputation as a legal
scholar, the backing of all the major old line
organizations and the endorsement of The
Sun, Figinski went down to a bitter loss in the
*78 election.

There is some kind of creative dynamic
associated with the democratic process of the
people directly electing their own judges. It’s
gs if, for that fleeting moment, the sovereignty
of the people becomes real and embraces and
dominates the entire body politic. And
somehow, the judicial candidates, in their
need to survive the litmus test of public ap-
proval, become more humanized and genuine-
ly humbled in the leveling election process. 1
suppose the Latins said it best with their

e e

phrase vox populi, vox deo. (The
people is the voice of God,) The truth is that
the damn thing works.

Over the years in this city, maverick lawyers
have played havoc with the so-called sitting
judge principle by defeating incumbents.
Their names are firmly etched in the roster of
legal pop-heroes. They include the likes of the
late jurist Ed Harlan, supreme bench judges
Paul Dorf, Willie Murphy and James Mur-
phy. And also a man whose name has come to
symbolize resistance to the unacceptable status
quo, Federal Court Judge Joseph Howard. in
this election, two new names may be added to
that celebrated list. They are Tom Ward and

- -~

Ken Johnson.

| QP ——— - v a
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voice of the

When the history of the civil rights move-
ment is finally written, black attorney Ken
Johnson’s name will rank among the select.
Johnson has won more significant discrimina-
tion cases in Maryland for individual clients

| (both blacks and women) in the last decade

than Jim “Pancakes" Palmer has won bdseball
games. He will have solid support in the black
and progressive communities and he might
possibly secure an endorsement from the Sun-
papers. It is not certain that all three in-
cumbents will be endorsed by the establish-
ment flagship. Johnson will be & winner and
finish in the third position.

Tom Ward has been down this election road
on three disappointing occasions. This time he

JOHSIE HRAHADRRIYE ALL

i should end up._im a smile on his Irish face.

|
.l
|
|

From his strong base at the Mount Royal
Democraric Club, Ward received over 90,000
votes in his losing 1978 bid. His citywide sup-
port will be even stronger this year, Ward will
get the second slot.

Sitting judge John Carrcll Byrnes should
top the list of vore-getters. This guy is an in-
defatigable campaigner whose 10 years in the
State Senate from northeast Baltimore reflect a
record of service demonstrably in the public's
interest. Even Common Cause of Md. has
honored Byrnes s an “outstanding leader.”
Byrnes gets one mea culpa from me,

Judge James A. Perrott, a graduate of the
Yale Law School and a 17-year court veteran,
is definitely in®rouble in this campaign, but
through no fault of his own. Perrott is a fine
man with an unbiemished record, but the
bruising ordeal of the electoral process is
tough business even for the youngest of its
participants. Perrort, an early favorite in the
race, is fading fast in the home stretch: The
other incumbent is Judge Peter D. Ward, who,
surprisingly, is coming on strong as a cam-
paigner. He may be helped by the popular can-
didacy of Tom Ward. Judge Ward, formerly
an experienced criminal lawyer, will battle at- |.
torney Ken Johnson for the third spot, but ar
this writing, 1 have to give the edge to
Johnson.

Georgia Goslee, a black attorney and former
host of the WJZ-TV Sunday Live program
should make a good showing but not enough
to win. The other judicial candidates are Alon-
zo P. Hairston, another black lawyer, who will
do well on the Republican side of the ballot,
and attorney Stephen L. Miles, who filed late
for the office and barring a miracle will finish
last in the contest.

I BUEAEDIRENDEEEN;
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We came out Schmoking on Sept. 14 —
let's do it again for Georgia and Ken on Nov. 2




“crowd reacted favorably
when anti-Pomerleau
'sp_ea!(ers biasted the Com-
missioner.

Opposing witnesses
assailed Pomerleau’s
alle‘ged illegal in-
vestigatory practices,
reports of brutality in
black neighborhoods and
the small percentage of
black officers on the force.

They cited a 1975 state
Senate investigating com-
mittee heard testimony
from witnesses who
claimed Pomerleau had
authorized illegal wiretaps
on politicians, including
Rep. Parren J. Mitchell,
D-Md., and Judge Joseph
Howard.

Witnesses favorable to
[he re- appointment

sed the Com -
Qmmr s revitalization

FOI‘ lhe mOSf Part ' the.,_;_.;;‘ii_

to chargeq th police of
ficers obtained credit in-
formation on private
citizens. |

George Beall, former
U.S. Attorney for
Maryland, was the first
witness to praise Com-
missioner Pomerleau.

“The Commissioner was
very cooperative with the
federal prosecutors in
Baltimore. When he came
to this city in 1972 he
asked the Justice Depart-
ment to investigate his
own department.

‘“‘He is a man of 1n-
tegrity, innovations and
cooperative spirit. 1 en-
dorse Commissioner
Pomerleau with en-
thusiasm,”’ Beale said.

Fourth District Coun-
cilman Michael Mitchell
asked Beall, in light of the
Senate

@ mittee report,

mg lawbreakers
and encroachment of civil
liberties. Invasions of
privacy do happen but you
have to sacrifice privacy
to get mformatmn on law
breakers,”’ Beall said.
Deputy Police Com-
missioner Bishop Robin-
son, the highest ranking
black law enforcement of-
ficial in the state, testified
in support of the re-ap-
pointment.
Reca*ilnng the

1 department |
”fan as an ol.’
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